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HISTORICAL MEMOIRS 
OF MY OWN TIME. 

PART THE FIRST. 

Having long meditated to compose 
smne account of the national Events whiph 
I have witnessed during a part of my life, 
I have postponed the publication of the 
work, till nearly all those persons of whom 
1 must have occasion to speak, were removed 
from the scene. In fact, with the excep- 
tion of a very small number of individuals, 
respecting whom I have been silent ; scarcely 
any of the leading Characters now survive, 
who supported or opposed Lord North, the 
Marquis of Rockingham, the Earl of Shel- 
bume, or the Coalition Administration. The 
lapse of more than thirty years, has remov- 
ed every objecticm of that nature ; and the 
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2 HISTORICAL 

respect that I owe to myself, has impelled 
me to dismiss from my mind, before I un- 
dertook these Memoirs, every species of bias 
or .partiality. Not that in point of fact, it is 
possible to speak of recent or contemporary 
Events as we would write of transactions that 
took place under Henry the Eighth ; nor to 
contemplate Fox and Pitt with the degree 
of abstraction and composure, that we regard 
Marius and Sylla. Such philosophic supe- 
riority to passion, whatever pretensions to it 
may be set up, is not given to man. 

Tacitus, who wrote of events recently pa- 
formed, and who intended, as he himself 
assures us, if he should attfun to old age, 
to compose the history of his own Times ; 
says, " Dignitatem nostram a Vespasiano 
" inchoatam, a Tito auctam, a Domitiano 
" longius provectam, nunquam abnuerim : 
" sed incomiptam fidem profesds, nee 
" amore quisquam, et sine odio dicendus 
" est." If I might be allowed to parody 
the words of that Historian, applying them 
to myself. I should say,—" That I consider 
" Oeorge the Third, notwithstanding the 
" many errors of his government, which 
" were most conspicuous in the be^ning 
" of his reign, as one of the best Princes 
" who ever governed this Country, I readily 
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*' confesa : ndther will I deny that I cannot 
" recall the idea of Lord North, unconnected 
" with those engag;aig or elevated qualities 
" of mind and of deportment, which conci- 
" liated the afiectiou even of his opponents. 
" Lastly, that Ixird Sackville honoured me 
" with his fri^Qdship, and shewed me marks 
*' of confidence, I avow with pride and satis- 
*' taction. But, none of these circumstances 
** would induce me to conceal or to mis* 
" represent any &ct, for the purpose of 
" drawing a veil over their errors or poli- 
" ticat traDsgressions." I may further add, 
that never having held any Employment, 
under any Minister, at any period of my 
life, I neither can be accused of divulging 
official secrets; nor am I linked, in how- 
ever humble a degree, with any of those 
Ephemeral Administrations, which took place 
with Such rapidity between L782 and 1784. 
1 relate the events that 1 either witnessed, 
or of which I received the accounts from re- 
spectable testimony. How imperfect a light, 
these sources of information enable me to 
throw on the Period of Time that I attempt 
to elucidate, I am fully aware : but, nnfortn- 
nately, those individuals who, from their rank 
b2 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



4 HISTORICAL 

and situation, know idost of the secrets of 
aJIairs, will generally divulge least; and even 
imperfect light is. preferable to darkness. 

I cannot indeed boast of having enjoyed 
the same advantt^ as Dr. Bwnet, Bishop 
of Salisbury, who, in the " History of his 
" own Time," says, '* I have had the honour 
" to be admitted to much free conversation 
" with five of our SoTere^;ns, King Charles 
" the Second, King James the Second, King 
" William the Third, Queen Mary, and 
" Queen Anne." But, betwaen 1780 and 
1794, during all which period 1 sat in; Par- . 
liament, I possessed many means and oppor- 
tunities of knowing various fstcbi, from h^h 
authority ; and, in some instances, of ascer- 
taining their secret causes or springs. Lord 
Charendon ^nA Sumet are almost the only 
persons of eminence among us, who have 
commemorated with ability, and at ctmsider- 
able length, the events of their own Time. 
We cannot sufficiently re^^t that Prior did 
not live to accomplish the same task. That 
he meditated and intended it, is evident from 
the words of his Epitaph in Westminster 
Abbey: — 
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*' Sid Taforit Hinoriaat meditami, 
Paalatim obrepen* Febris 

Oped* simul et Vitie, Filum abrupit 
Scp.iaAD.Dom. 1781." 



Tbe work wMcb was actually published nn- 
<der that name in 1740, coDtained only some 
of the materials collected for it. If we cos- 
.sider the official or diplomatic situations that 
Prior .occupied from IGOO down to 1714; 
-and the intimate friendship in which he lived 
. with Charles, Earl of Dorset, the I^ord Trea- 
sorer Harl«p; and Lord Bolingbroke; we 
must admit that few men could have been 
^ore competent to elqcid^te the Reigns of 
William the Third, and of Anne. 

How mndi have ve to lament that the 
late Mr. Fox, during his long exclusion from 
public Employment, between 1790 and 1800, 
while in retirement at St. Anne's Hill, did aot 
occupy himself in composing the History of 
his ovm Time \ Aspiring, as he did, not only 
to theFame of aStatesman and an Orator, but 
to the praise of an Historian ; how infinitely 
more valuable a legacy might he have be- 
queathed to his Countrymen, how much more 
durable a Monument might he have erected 
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to himself, by such an exertion of his talents, 
than he has done by exhansting his efforts 
CD the Reign of James the Second ! Not 
that I wonld be understood to express any 
sentiment allied to disrespect, relative to the 
work which Lord Holland, with pious vb- 
neration for Ms Uncle's mauory, has pwen 
to the world. Every page of that short and 
nnfiDished prodnction, k worthy of its author, 
and raises him in my estimation. The '* fai> 
" troductory Chapter" can hardly be exceed- 
-ed for profound reflexion, elucidated by & 
severe and philosophic cast M thoi^ht, as 
well as by the most accurate and laborious 
disquisition of facts. Impartial, ardent for 
freedom, and indignant against Tyrants, the 
writer is nevertheless exempt from ^e spirit 
of Republicanism. The small portion of 
James's reign which follows, inc^ding Ar- 
gyle's and Monmouth's Invasions, may in a 
great measure be characterized by similar 
Epithets; and excites r^ret, from presenting 
only a Fragment, But i£, instead of collating 
Rapin, Hume, and Bnmet; or employing his 
time on the inspection of Docnments in the 
Depdt dei Archives at Paris ; he had dedi- 
cated it to a delineation, however simple, of 
the great political Scenes in which he bad 
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acted so distm^ished a put ; vith Tvhat avi- 
dity, skould we Dot have perused the work I 
We m^ht then have beheld aa in a mirror, 
Ae Secret History of die RoclctttgAam, and 
the CoaHtion Admimstratiuns, drawn hy a 
ouster hand, which iiad propelled the osten- 
sibje Minist^s of the two periods. It was 
thns that ClarendoQ|^>eguiled tiie hours of 
muuerited Di^race and £xile> when he wrote 
his ." History of the gnat Rebellion." The 
Cardiuai de Retz^ a man to whotn Mr. Fox 
bore some Analogy ia. certaia features of his 
political 1^, of his Cluu^^ct^, and Fortune ; 
made the host atoaeiaent to his Country, amd 
to Posterity, for the irregularities and agitar 
tions which aaarked Uie Zenith of his Career, 
by b«cing with his own hand, . in his decline, 
&e ontUne of those Transactions which he 
had guided' or piodufied. We fraget Jtis de- 
Ti^ons itom prudence,, his Action, and his 
Ai^itioD, in the elegance of his Genius, and 
tbe,ingenuouB disclosure of his errors. 

Perhaps no portion of time in the course 
of the two last Centuries, offers, proportion* 
ably to its. duration, so few of those interest- 
ii^ Anecdotes where the Sovereign comes 
persnnlly forward to our inspection, as tfa«; 
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8 HISTORICAL 

reign of Oeoir^ the Third. The reason is 
obrions, and arose ont of the King's cha- 
racter. Charles the Second, and Lewis the 
Fourteenth, sarroonded by Mistresses, and 
all the divipfttion of a Court, presoited to 
Burnet, to Grammont, or to Voltaire, per- 
petual matter of entertaining recital. Even 
Greoi^ the First and ^econd offered some 
resources of a similar nature, to Lord Mel- 
comb, for hia *' Diary ;" and to Horace Wal- 
pole, for his " Reminiscences." But, His 
present A^ajest/s whole life, from the age 
of twenty-two, down to the lamented period 
at which he ceased to reign, was passed 
either in the severe and exemplary discharge 
of his ptUfHc duties of every description ; or 
in the bosom of his &mily, amidst domeatie 
sources of amusement. In his agiicnltoral 
occupations, or when engaged in die diver- 
' sions of the field, he was only seen by a fow 
Individn^s who from their official situations 
or dignity, had access to his parson. No 
splendid assemblies of bodi sexes, or festive 
entertainments, to whidi Beauty, Ruik, and 
Pleasure in a comprehensive sense, must hare 
contributed ; by levelling him in some mea- 
sure with his guests, presoited him to view, 
divested of the forms of Royal^. Unlikq 
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his predecessor, who eveo at aa adTanced 
^e, still preserred a relish ibr those enjoy- 
maits ; equally unlike hm Sou, the present 
Regent, whose graceAiI MaDuers, dignified 
Aflahility, and splendid Taste, hare rendered 
his Palace the Cmiter of Pleasures ; Geoi^ 
the Third, while a young man, neither he- 
quitted Masquerades, nor ever engaged at 
Play, nor protracted the Hours of convivial 
Eigoymen^ nor passed his evenings in so- 
ciety calculated to unbend lus mind from 
the fatiguea of Business, and the vexations 
-of State. 

AU the splendor of a Court was laid aside, 
or only exfa&tted for a few hours, on a Birth< 
'day. Rarely, during t|ie first tw«ity. years 
after his Accession, did he Join in any scene 
of pablic amusement, if we except the 
diversion of the Theatre. Still more nu«ly 
cbd be sit down at table with any of his 
Courtiers or Nobility. His repasts, private, 
short, and temperate never led to the slight- 
est excess. Hoice, his enemies «ideavoured 
to represent bko, most unjustly, as affecting 
the state of an Asiatic Prince ; scarcely ever 
Tistble except on the Terrace at Windsor, or 
in the Cii%le, at a Levee. " Junius," who 
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10 HiaTORICikL 

saw him throngh the moat un&TOiirable iii&^ 
dium, and who converted his very Tirtues, 
into sabjects of accusation, or of reproach ; 
depictures St. James's as a Court, " where 
" prayers are morality, and kneeling is reli- 
" gion." It was not till a period later than 
the point of time at which these Memoirs 
stop, that the King b^an to mix in a sdect 
Company, and occasionally to indulge in the 
pleasures of Society. Previous to the year 
1784, it is only in the foreign or domestic 
transactions of his Reign, often only within 
the walls of one, or of the other Honse of - 
Parliament, that the Materials can generally 
be found for writing the intonal History of 
the Time. These Remarks, I am smdble, 
apply principally, though tiot exclasivety, 
to the Portion of the' present work ' where 
the Scrae lies wholly in England; whereas 
the first Part traverses thd Coutinent, through 
different Conntnes, frOm Portugal, round to 
Naples and Tuscany. 

I^oon afto- I had compleated my twenty- 
first year, in 1773, I went by Sea over to 
Portagal ; in the Ca{>ital of which Rii^<»n, 
or in 'tis vicinity, I staid a considerable time. 
Joseph, son and successor ctf John the Fifth, 
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then occAipied the Tfarooe ; bat the l^ji^dom 
was^goremed by tbe cdebrated Count d'CE^ 
ras, who had been recently created Marquie 
de Fombal. Few First Ministers, dnring 
the course of the last Century, displayed 
gToater talents for adnunistration, or exer- 
xased more nnlimiied authority. The Kiag, 
though only third in order of descent, was 
fourth in succession from the Duke of Bra- 
ganza, denominated John the Fourth, who 
in 1640 recovered Portugal from the Spa- 
nish dfuninion; and at the time of which I 
speak, he had passed hifi fifty-sevtoith year. 
He was of a good stature, but inclined to 
corpulency: his featwes regular, his eye 
qnick and iivtiy, if a habit of holdit^ his 
nondi somewhat-open, had not diminished 
the expresMon of intelligoice, which his 
couBtenancewould otherwise have conveyed. 
In -his cheeks he had a high soorbotic fan- 
monr, attributed commonly to excesses of 
Wine; though it might partly aiise from vio- 
lent exercise constantly taken under a burn- 
ing Sun. His foce, indeed, was nearly as 
dusky as that of a Moor ; and at Fez or 
Mequinez, habited in the Turkish Dress, 
with a Turban on his head, he might easily 
have passed for Muley Ismael, the Sovereign 
of Morocco. Never had any Lusitanian 
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12 HISTORICAL 

Peasant, coarser and darker Hands. One 
could not look at him, without recollecting 
how near are the Shores, and how similar 
are the Climates, of Portugal, and of Afiica. 

Two passions or pursuits, Himtii^ and 
Music, principally occupied his time, ab- 
sorhed his thoughts, and divided his affec- 
tions: nor was it easy to decide which of 
them possessed' the strongest ascendant OTer 
him. In the former diversion he passed the 
tar greater part of the day: to the la,tter 
amusement his evenings were principally or 
wholly dedirated, either in pobllc, when at 
the Opera; or in private, with his family. 
No royal House in Europe was then so finu- 
sical as that of Portugal. Joseph him^elf 
performed with considerable execution, on 
the Violin; and the three Princesses,, his 
Daughters, all were proficients in a greatet*, 
or in a less d^^ree, on different instruments. 
If he was prevented by the weather irom 
going out to the Chace, the King had re- 
course for occupation, to his Manege. On 
Sundays, he seldom or never missed at- 
tending the Italian Opera in Lisbon; hut 
he likewise maintained another Op^ra at 
Belem, his residence near the Capital. I 
have been presott at this latter perfons- 
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aiice, to which, only forag:D Ministers, Offi- 
cera, persons belonging to the Court, and 
Foreignerfi of Condition, were admitted ; all 
of th^, gratuitously. The house itself 
was of very contracted ditnensiona ; the 
Pit not being calculated to contain more 
than about one hundred and thirty indivi- 
duals. Boxes, indeed, in the proper accep- 
tation of the term, there were none; the 
King, Qneoi, and Royal Family, being 
seated in a GalJery fronting the Stage, ele- 
vated considerably above the body of the 
House. One small Box was constmcted on 
e^ch side; that on the right hand being ap> 
prppriated to the Patriarch, or Head of the 
Portugueze Church, whom I have seen pre- 
sent at the performance. The other usually 
remained vacant, being reserved for any 
Stranger of high rank who nught visit Por- 
tugal. 

The circumstaflCB which distinguished this 
Entertainment from any other of the same 
kind which I ever witnessed, and which 
may appear so extraordinary as hardly; to 
obtain credit, consisted in the total exclusion 
of Women, not only from the Pit, but from 
tl^e Stage; either as.. Spectators, or, as Ac- 
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14 H.I9TOKICAL 

tresses. No female could obtaiD admissioa. 
The reason commonly assigned by the Court, 
far proscribing the whole Sex from any par- 
ticipation in an Amusement, of which, in all 
other European Countries, they constitute 
the principal ornament and the soul ; was, 
that there were no proper places for ladies. 
But, it might have beoi answered, that 
nothing could be easier than to construct 
Side-Boxes for their reception. Even this rear 
son could not explain their exclusion frY>m 
llie Stage, on which none except Italian 
CastToti were ever admitted to sing, or to 
perform any part. £af(w<tni, who filled with 
great distinction the first female Characters, 
was selected and engaged, not only for his su- 
perior Tocal excellence, but for his feminine 
appearance, and admirable resemblance to a 
Woman, when be was dressed in female at- 
tire. So complete indeed was the deception, 
that I think it never would have occurred to 
any uninformed person,--^ doubt for an in- 
stant, of his being what he personated. Eren 
the Ballets were all performed by Men or 
Boys, habited in the Costume of Nymphs, 
Shepherdesses, and Goddesses. This exclu- 
sion of all Females, except the Queen and 
Princesses, rendered the Spectacle, ^ough 
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Otiiennse magnificent ia machiDery and de- 
corations, as wetl as scientific iu point of 
musical execution; comparatiTely insipid, 
dull, and destitute of interest or animation. 
Incredible as it may seem, the passion of 
Jealousy constituted the cause of so sii^ular 
a prohibition. The Queen of Portugal, 
though at this time she was consider^Jsly 
advanced towards her sixtieth year, yet 
watched every motion of her Husband, with 
all the vigilant anxiety of a young Woman. 
And in order the better to secure his per- 
sonal fidelity, she wisely took care to remove 
fi-om before his eyes, as much as possible, 
every temptation to inconstancy. The ladies 
in waiting, and Maids of Honour, who at^ 
tended Their Majesties in public, must cer- 
tainly have been selected for their want of 
all attractions ; and they were besides, too 
far advanced in years, to be longer capable 
of inspiring any sentiment except respect 
The Portugneze Females who accompanied 
Catherine of Braganza in 1662, when she 
came over to England, in order to espouse 
Charles the Second ; whose total deficiency 
in personal Charms, is so eloquently de- 
scribed in the " M6moires de Grammont;" 
could not possibly exceed in that particular, 
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the Attendaota on Marianna Victoria, wife 
of Joseph the First. 

Nor was her Tigilaoce hy any means con- 
fined to the Opera. She displayed the same 
apprdiensious, and took similar precautions, 
against any ma) or intruder in the King's 
affections, whenever he went out to the Chace. 
Whether the diversion was hunting, or shoot- 
ing, or talconing, she was constantly at bis 
side. No woman in £urope indeed rode 
bolder, or with more skill. Her figure al- 
most defied the powers of description, on 
these occasions. She sat astride, as was the 
universal custom in Portugal, and wore 
English leather Breeches ; frequently black; 
over which she threw a petticoat which did 
not always conceal ber legs. A jacket of 
cloth, or of stuff, and a cocked hat, some- 
times laced, at other times without ornament, 
compleated the masculine singularity of her 
appearance. When, after having let loose 
the Falcon, she followed him with her eye 
in his flight, she always threw the reins on 
her horse's neck ; allowing him to carry her 
wherever he pleased, fearless of accidents. 
She was admitted to be an excellent shot, 
seldom missing the bird at which she fired, 
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eren when flying: but this Diversion had 
Dearly produced a most tragical result; as, 
a few years before I visited Portugal, she 
very narrowly luissed killing the King with 
a ball, which actually grazed bis temple. 
Few princes in modem Times, have had 
more hair-breadth escapes from danger or 
afisassiuation, than Joseph the First experi- 
enced ; on which subject I shall have occa- 
sion to say much, in the course of these 
Observations. 

In the year 1772, the Court of Lisbon 
offered scarcely any sources of amusemoit 
to a foreigner. Neither Levees, nor Dramng- 
rooms were ever held, except on Birthr 
days, and on a few particular festivals. TTie 
Ring, Queen, his brother Don Pedro, his ' 
three Daughters, and the young Prince of' 
Beyra, lived all under the same roo( and iur 
habited a long wooden range of apartmoits 
at Belem, lower down the Bank of theTagus 
than Lisbon. The terrors and recollection 
of t^e Earthqua,ke of 1755, were so deeply 
ittpreseed on th^r miods, that they preferred 
residing in a wooden Building, however 
mean in its Fabrication, or inconvenient, 
rafter than encounter the perils aupexed to 

VOL. I. c 
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18 HISTORICAL 

a stone Edifice. Joseph had never slept 
Hnder a House, properly so d^iominated, 
during near seveateeD years. Wherever he 
moved, either wooden Barracks or Tents, 
were provided for his accommodation. I 
have seen Tents pitched for his reception, in 
the fields adjoining the Palace of Mafira, 
while that immense and costly Edifice was to- 
tally abandoned, n^lected, and unfiirnished. 
These precautions, however singular, and al- 
most pusillanimous, they may at first sight 
seem, were nevertheless necessary in Por- 
tugal. Experience had fiiUy demonstrated, 
that the most solid, massy, and well-con> 
structed Buildiugs of Stone, only exposed 
the inhabitant to greater, and more inevitable 
destruction, in the event of an Earthquake ; 
because the resistance made by such mate- 
rials to the undulation or shock, produced 
their overthrow. On the contrary, any 
Structure composed of wood, supported, 
like the Barracks inhabited by the Koyal 
Jfamily, on pillars of the same materials; 
yielding to the concussion of the Earth, rock- 
ed and waved with the convulsion, thu» 
escaping its worst eSecU. 

No splendor or exhibition of state wai 
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maiDtained by the King of Portugal, who, 
though he ficarcely ever failed to attend^ 
with the Royal Family, every week, at the 
Bull FeastH, aDd at the Italian Opera in 
Lisbon, yet Was always uaderstood to be 
present iDcognito. The only deviation from 
this practice or Etiquette^ took place when 
the Court went annually, as was the invari- 
able custom in time of Carnival, about the 
middle of Januai^, to the Palace of Salva 
Tierra, situated several leagites higher up the 
Tagns than the Metropolis. The King re- - 
mained there till the month of March, and 
all the foreign Ministers usually attended 
him. Hunting parties, to which strangers 
of Condition were admitted, cnnstituted the 
occupation of the day ; followed in the even- 
ing by an Opera, like that of Belem, open 
gratuitously to all such persons as had been 
presented to the Sovereign. I was assured 
that Joseph expended no less a sum than 
about forty thousand Pounds Sterling annu- 
ally, on the diversion of the Opera. Yet he 
was likewise fond of Play, and passed much 
time at the Card table. Previous to the me- 
morable Earthquake of 1755, he was consi- 
dered as temperate, drinking usually water 
at his meals : but, such was the effect pro- 
c 2 



n,gti7ccT:G00glc 



fiO HISTORICAL 

duced on his miDd, and so severe the dejec- 
tion of spirits which he experieiiced, after 
that awfiil visitation of Providence, that it 
was apprehended, his Healdi would be seri- 
ously affected by it; His physicians pre- 
scribed the use of wine, as nec^suy to 
restore his Constitution ; a prescription which 
proved so agreeable to the patient, that it 
was commonly believed. His Majesty in- 
dulged himself too freely in itS' use. At an 
earlier period of his life, he was supposed to 
have been guilty of excesses of another kind, 
and to have given the Queen, frequent occa- 
sion for jealousy : nor had the partiality of 
Joseph towards the Sex, by any means be- 
come extinct with the decline of years. Bnt 
his attachments or amours, were always se- 
cret, decorous, amf conducted with a be- 
coming regard to public opinion, as well as 
with a due attrition to his domestic and 
conjugal felicity. No Mistress, like Madame 
de Pompadour, or Madame du Barry in 
France, under Louis the Fifteenth ; or Ma- 
dame Chevalier at Petersburgh, under Paul 
the First, dishonoured and dis^aced ibe 
Court of Portugal. 

Joseph, c<Hisidered m his kingly character 
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and capacity, thongfa not to he ranked amOD^ 
the first PnDces in vigor and ability, who then 
reigned in £urope, was not deficient in talents 
or qualities befitting the Throne. If he felt 
his own inability to govern, he demonstrated 
no common discernment and force of mind, 
in the selection of a Minister, to whom he 
delegated that office. The Marquis de Pom- 
bal exercised in &ct, all the functious of tiie 
Monarchy. He possessed nearly as unlimit- 
ed an ascendant over his Master, as the Car- 
dinal of Lenna did over Philip the Third, 
or the Cood6 d'OIivarez over Philip the 
Fourtb, Kings of Sp^n ; and was accuston^ 
ed to transact public business with his So- 
rereign, at hours and seasons usually de- 
dicated to pleasure, or lost in sleep. The 
Ring very irequently signed papers of the 
greatest consequence after midnight, before 
he retired to rest ; at which time the Marquis 
commonly waited on him for the purpose. 
The hereditary superstition which characte- 
rized the house of Braganza, and in the 
practice of which Joseph himself had beea 
educated ; which distinguished his &ther 
John the Fiflfa, and which survived in the 
present reigning Queen, till she became 
ttlieiiBted in mind ; by no means existed in 
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him. The seizure aod expulsion of the 
Jesuits, a measure of great «Dei^y, and DOt 
nnaccompanied witl^ danger ; sufficiently ma- 
nifested his superiority to the bigotted vene- 
ration felt for that order of men, among the 
majority of his subjects. If he possessed, 
himself, ,no taste for the fine arts, nor evinced 
any passion for learning and polite letters, 
he at least extended protection to their pro- 
fessors. Duringtheperiod of two and twenty 
years that he had then reigned since the de- 
cease of John the Fifth, a great and salutary 
change had taken place among the Portu- 
gueze, in all the attainments of a civilized 
people. Establishments for the education of 
the young JNobility and Gentry, hod been 
founded, which would have done honor to 
Great Britain ; and which, though originating 
with the Minister, yet could only have been 
fully accomplished by the consent of th@ 
Sovereign. 

These laudable acts of Government, were 
nevertheless contrasted with corresponding 
defects of Administration ; some of which 
might be justly attributed to the Marquis de 
Pombal, while others seemed personally to 
reproach the King. The people universally 
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«nd loudly complaiDed of oppressioa. Id 
the royal Household, mismanagement pre- 
vailed to such a dc^;ree, that almost all the 
domestic Servants and menial Attendants of 
the Court, having been unpaid for several 
years, were in the lowest stage of distress. 
The reverse had been the case under his pre- 
decessor John the Fifth. Joseph's revenues 
were commonly supposed to amount to two 
Millions Sterling, while the national expen- 
dituie did not usually ej^ceed a moiety of 
(hat sum. Yet the footmen who followed 
the royal Carriages in public, were left almost 
without the means of even procuring suste> 
]aance. 1 never saw the King and Queeq 
in apy Cfu-riage, except a sort of Calcche, or 
Chaise, drawn by two Mules of no uncom- 
mon Beauty. In this Equipage, which was 
nothing less than royal, they always attended 
the Bull Feasts. When Her Majesty accom- 
panied the Princesses her daughters, to toy 
Mass, or to perfonn her devotions, at soni? 
Church in the vicinity of Lisbon, she was 
drawn in a Coach, with only a pair o( horses 
of a yery inferior description, and such a set 
. of Harness as we should scarcely consider to 
. b^good enough for aHackney-Coach. About 
forty Horse^ards accompanied ^heiu, and 
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they generally distributed some money to' 
the populace, or rather the be^;u«, who a»* 
sembled in groups at the door of the Church. 

I went, one day, to look at the royal Car* 
riages, kept at Alcantara, about a mile out 
of Lisbon. There were at least thirty ; some 
of which had cost, as the people assured me, 
two hundred thousand Crusadoes, or twenty 
thousand Pounds Sterling. They were v«y 
ma^ificent, and had all been built eitiier ia 
Rome, or at Pfuis, London had not then 
begun to supply the Continent with that ai- 
tide of luxury. Among the royal Carriages, 
I was struck with the Coach in which John 
the Fourth made his public entry into the 
Capital, after recovering Portugal from the 
Spaniards. Itnearlyrealizedthedescriptions 
given us of those vdiicles, soon after their - 
first appearance or invention in the sixteenth 
Century. The Carriage in question, which 
had been constructed in 1641, was conse- 
quently above a hundred and thirty years 
old, at the time when I saw it ; and might 
more properly be denominated a Chamber on 
wheels, than a Coach in the modem accep- 
tation of the term, as it was capable of con- 
taining ten or twelve persons with the utmost 
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coareDie&ce. The sides ware open ; the win- 
dows resembUDg the lattices of our ferm- 
hoases, divided into small panes, with case- 
ments for the admission of air. It was pre- 
serred with [Hous Teneration, as a monument 
of the Emancipation of the Kingdom by the 
first Prince of the Hoase of Braganza. Henry 
tlie Fonrth was seated in just such anotiier 
Coach, wb«i be was staUted by RavaiHac, 
in the year 1610, in the Rae de la Ferro- 
serie, at Paris. 

Jos^h the First had twice escaped from a 
similar fate to that of Henry : the first time, 
in 1758 ; and the last, only two years before 
I visited Lisbon. Thefonneratt^npt, which 
occupies a memorable place among the tra- 
^caL events of the Eighteenth Century, may 
rank with Dunien's attempt on Louis the 
Fifteenth's life, in 1755 ; and with the attack 
made in 1771 , on Stanislaus, Ring of Poland. 
I allnde to the conspiracy of the Buke 
d'Aveiro, and the Marquis de Tavora, in 
1758; all the leading particulars of whidi, X 
have often heard recounted by cootemporary 
witnesses. The Duke d'Aveiro, whose &- 
mily name was Mascarenhas, descended from 
Don Geoi^e, a natural son of John the Se- 
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cond, King of Portugal, one of the most 
illustrious Princes who has rdgned in mo- 
dem ages ; the contemporary of our Henry 
the Seventh ; ^d to whose exertions we owe 
in an eminent degree, the discovery of a 
passage to India, round the Cape of Good 
Hope. D'Aveiro's taloits appear to have 
been very moderate, And his courags very 
equivocal : but, bis temper, ferocious, as welt 
as vindictive, rendered him capable of em- 
bracing the most flagitious measures for the 
gratification of his revenge. The King of 
Portugal's escape, which was altogether for- 
tuitous, resulted from the coolness or pre- 
sence of mind, manifested by the Coachman 
who drove the royal Carriage. For, this 
man, finding that several shots or balls had 
passed through it behind, and not doubting 
that Joseph was wounded ; instead of pro- 
ceeding forward, immediately turned ronnd 
his Mules, and took the road that led to the 
house of the King's Surgeon. By this sud- 
den and unexpected Manceuvre, Joseph 
avoided felling into the hands of four other 
armed, parties of Conspirators, who were 
posted at different places, where it was known 
^e must pass in his way to the Palace. 
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A woman, the old Marchioness of Tavora, 
formed the soul of this sanguinary enterprize, 
which condacted the priacipal persons eoh 
g^;ed in it, to a cruel aad ignominious death. 
' Revenge, heightened by personal enmity to- 
wards the King and the first Minister, who 
had refused to raise the Marquis of Tavora, 
jbo the dignity of a Duke; rather than any 
well ascertained intention, or expectation of 
subverting tiie Government, and dethroning 
the Braganza Faniily; seem to have stimu- 
lated the Conspirators to so atrocious an un- 
dertaking. Precisely similar motives impel- 
led the late Duke of Orleans to produce 
those commotions, which eventually over- 
turned the f rench Throne, and led to the 
^horror» of the Revolution. It was not in the 
first Instance, Ambition, or the hope of reign- 
ing, so much as personal hatred and revenge. 
The late Duke of Dorset, who, from the situa- 
tion that he occupied during several years, as 
Embassador to the Court of Versailles, had 
opportunities of obtaining the most authentic 
information, has many times assured me of 
this fact. He knew it from Marie Antoinette 
herself. She constituted the principal object 
of the Duke of Orleans's detestation, wbose 
malignity was not so much levelled against 
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LotUB the Sixteenth, as a^nst the Queen. 
That Princess had givea him many causes 
of aversion; one of which consisted in en- 
deavouring successfully to prevent the mar- 
riage of his Daughter, Mademoisdle d'Or- 
leans, with the Duke d'Angouleme. Marie 
Antoinette naturally wished to unite fa^ 
own Daughter in marriage with the young 
Prince, as she thereby secured to her the 
succession to the throne of France, in case 
J^uis the Sixteenth should not leave be- 
hind him any son. The Duke of Dorset 
told me, that, as early as 1780, or 1787, the 
Queen has said to him, on her seeing the 
Duke of Orleans at Versailles ; " Monsieur 
" le Due, r^ardez cette homme Ik. II ntie 
" d^teste, et il a jur6 ma p«>rt^. J<> la vois 
**■ dans ses yeux, toutes les fois qn'il me fixe. 
" II ne sera jamais content, jusqu'^ ce qu'il 
" me voit ^tendue morte k ses pieds."* He 
lived in foct to witness her tragical end, but 
he survived her only a very short time. — 
I return UrMn this Digression, to the Por- 
tugueze Conspirators. They executed di«r 
attempt, like men destitute o£ courage : for, 
if the first Band, who intercepted the King 
on his Retuin from Beiem, had fired into 
the Carriage as he advanced, instead of wait- 
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itig, 08 tbey did, till he had passed, beibre 
titej dischai^ed their pieces, he must have 
&llei). The Ball with which he was wounded, 
passed between his side uid his ariu, teariug 
tite flesh of both, but without inflictiog uiy 
severe wound. 

The constemation excited by the attempt, 
was augmented by the obscurity in which it 
was studiously enveloped ; the Court remain- 
ing for some weeks, in total ignorance of the 
authors of the ConsjHracy ; as the Conspira- 
tors did, on the other hand, in equiU un- 
certainty respecting the nature and conse- 
quencen of the King's wounds. It is a tatci, 
that the Duke d'Aveiro and the Marquia of 
l^Tora repaired almost daily to tbe King's 
Apartment, ja make their inquiries in person 
after his health ; expressing Uie utmost ab- 
horrence of the TreasOB. They were even 
admitted to his preseoce ; but, in a Chamber 
int^itionally kept so dark, as to render it 
impossible ftv them to ascertain 1^ probfibi- 
lity of his recovery. Meanwhile, the vigi- 
lance of the Manjuis de Pombal, aided, as 
is said, by some imprudent expressions of 
the Duke d'Aveiro, enabled the Minister to 
trace,, and to asc^ain, the guilt of the Con- 
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spirators. They were then arrested, and 
brought to trial. The Duke d'Aveiro, th^ 
Marquis of Tavora, and his two 86qs, were 
broken on the Wheel ; while the old Mar- 
chioness, who, ui consideration of her sex, was 
sentenced to !>€ beheaded, ascended the Scaf- 
fold with a firm step, betrayed neither fear 
nor contrition, and laid down her head on the 
Block, as she would have done on a pillow. 

Haughty and imperious in her character, 
she was restrained by no considerations of 
pity or of humanity, when her vengeance, 
her Ambition, or her interest, impelled her. 
The meetings of the Conspirators were fre- 
quently held in a summer house, situate in the 
Garden of the Marquis of Tavora's Palace 
at Lisbon, with which it was connected by 
a long wooden Gallery. It happened that a 
young Portugueze lady, of noble extraction, 
but of reduced circumstances, who lived in 
the Marchioness's fiunily, as her companion; 
surprized at observing lights, one evening, in 
this summer house, and altogetlier vrithout 
suspicion of the cause ; was attracted by 
curiosity to approach the place. As she ad- 
vanced along the Gallery that led to it, she 
heard voices in earnest Conversation; and 
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«n coming nearer, soon distinguished that of 
the Marchioness, who seemed to be animated 
by some cause, to a pitch of uncommon vio- 
lence. She listened for a few seconds ; and 
then, apprehensire of being discovered in 
such a situation, she was about to return 
from whence she came, when the door sud-' 
denly opening, the Marchioness herself ap-' 
peared. Their surprize was mutual; and 
the latter demanded, with much agitation, 
what cause had brought her to that place ^ 
She answered, that her astonishment at ob- 
soriag lights in the summer house, had led 
her to ascertain the reason. " Yon have 
then, no doubt," said the Marchioness, 
" overheard our conversation?" The young 
lady protested that she was perfectiy igno- 
rant of any part of it ; and that as soon as 
she distinguished the Marchioness's voice, 
her respect led her to return to the Palace, 
which she was about to do, at the moment 
when the door opened. But, the Marchio- 
ness, who had too much at stake to be so 
easily satisfied or deceived, assuming a tran- 
quil air, and affecting to repose a confidence 
in her, *' The Marquis and I," rejoined she, 
" have had a serious and a violent quarrel, 
" during the course of which, he had the 
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** rndeoess to contradict me in the most in-' 
'* suiting manner ; and he eren carried his 
" audacity to such a point, as to give me the 
" lie. I burst out of the room, unable to 
" restrain my indignation, and no longer 
" mistress of my emotions. Did you not 
" hear him give ine the lie at the time I 
" opened the door ?" *' I did, Madam," im- 
prudently' replied the unfortunate lady. 
Aware &om that instant, that the nature of 
their meeting, and of the subjects agitated at 
it, was now in some measure discovered, she 
instantly determined to prevent the possibility 
of its being further divulged. Next Morning, 
the Body of the unhappy listener was found 
in one of the Streets of Lisbon, wrapt in a 
Sheet, scarcdy cold, and the Blood still 
oozing from various wounds inflicted on her 
with a Da^er. It was universally believed 
at the time, that she had been pat to death 
by secret directioofi, issued from the Palace 
of TavOTa: but, the power of th^ great 
Family, and the frequency of similar specta^ 
cles in the Portugueze Capital, silenced all 
judicial inquiry into the causes of ber tra- 
gical end. The Marchioness expiated her 
crime on the Scaffold. Her I>aughtei<-ia-law, ' 
the young Marchioness of TBTOra,aloBe, who' 
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was Daughter to the Daked'ATeiro; exempt- 
ed fi«m the general destractioD of her Family, 
ather OQ account of her presumed innocence, 
or, as was pretended by others, from motiTes 
of private partiality on the part of the King, 
was immured in a GouTent. She was, I 
believe, rtill livii^ in 1772, under Confine- 
meat. 

The second attempt made on Joseph's life, 
arose from the irritated feelings of a poor 
Portugueze Peasant This man, driven to 
despair by the conduct of the King's Domes- 
tic Servants, who had forcibly seized on his 
Carts and Cattle ; rushed furiously on EUs Ma- 
jesty, as he was going oat to hunt, and aimed 
a blow with a long pole at his head, which 
uaiTowly missed him. It happened at the Pa- 
lactt'of Villa Viciosa, the ancient patrimonial 
residence of the Dukes of Braganza, where 
the King used sometimes, to repair, for a short 
time. The Peasant was not executed, but still 
remained, . as common rumor asserted, in a 
Dungeon at Belem, when I was in Portugal. 
Two finch attacks, though of very opposite 
kinds, yet bad' rendered Joseph timid, and in- 
dnced him to take many precautions for his 
preserratioa against similar efforts of {Hirattt 

VOL. 1. D 
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Toigeance, or of TVeasoD, Eveo at the Italian 
Opera id Lisbon, which he scarcely «Ter ^ed . 
to attend, yet trhen he wmt, as was his cns- 
tom, between the Acts, from the royal Box ia. 
front of the stage, to a Side-Box, from which 
he viewed the Sallett; he always passed 
through a close passage well secured, con- 
structed on purpose, with a view to protect 
his person from any act of violence. 

Marianna Victoria, Queen of Portngal, and 
' wife of Joseph, was a daughter of Philip the 
Fifth. King of Spain, by Elizabeth Fames^ 
his second wife. Heiress of that celebrated 
Family, and hersdf a woman of no ordinary 
talents. The Princess in question had bem,. 
as is well known, betrothed, when a child, to 
Louis the Fifteenth ; was sent to France, and 
resided in that country during several years; 
but, on the death of the R^Nit Duke of Or*, 
leans, in Deconber, 1723, when the (xovem^ 
mmt fell into the hands of the Duke de 
Bourbon ; oue of the earliest acts of his Ad- 
ministration, was to dissolve the nnfiuished 
Marriage, and to send the Princess back to 
Madrid. In the year 1729, wheu she was 
not more than elev^ she Was carried by her 
&tfaer, Philip, to Bad^joz, and time married, 
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to Jose^, then hereditary Prince of Portugal, 
who, himself bad boI attained hk fourteenth 
year. The Nnptials were inamediately so- 
lemnized ; the Bride and Bridegroom being 
put into the same Bed together, in presence 
of tbe great Officers of the Court; but, it was 
near six years afterwards, in December, 1734, 
before she broi^bt ioto the world a Daughter, 
the present Queen. 

RfsriaBoa Victoria was said to have been 
very t^^reeable in her person, when yoang ; 
but in 1 772, no traces remained of that Beau- 
ty. Her figure was short and thick, her face 
red; ber nose large, and her manner desti- 
tute of softness or degance. There was, in* 
deed, nothing feminine in her -appearance oi 
demeanour. Nevertheless, her Eyes, which 
were dark, lively, and piercing, retained their 
original lustre. She wore a proftieion of 
Rouge ; her neck and shoulders, whether at 
Church, at the Opera, or at a Bull Feast^ 
being always bare; and she seemed to be 
not only in possession of healthi but capable 
of supporting the roughest exercise; or most 
severe fatigue. Her arms were brown and 
sun-burnt, from her porp^ually following 
tbe chace. Those persons who knew H« 
d3 
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MBJest}r well, always assured me that she 
nather wanted spirit, nor ability; though she 
never attempted to possess power, nor had 
ever attained any political influence. All 
her anxiety seemed to be confined to the 
parson of her roy^ partner, and did not ex- 
tend to the guidance of state afiyrs. If any 
opinion might be firmed of her Religion, from 
her behaviour at Mass, she was assuredly 
no Bigot. I was accustomed to frequent, ■ 
from motives of curiosity, the Church of the 
Necessidadas, and that of St. Fraecisco da 
Paola, where she constantly attended, witii 
the Princesses, her Daughters; and f may 
truly assert, that I never saw any woman 
who manifested so lil^e attention while at 
her Devotions. 

Of a widely different character from her 
Mother in that respect, was the Princess of 
Brazil, Maria, eldest of the three dau^ters 
of Joseph, and presumptive Heirras to the 
Crown of Portugal. In her, a gloomy and 
severe spirit of Superstition, formed the pre- 
dominant feature. Her mind was said to be 
deeply impressed witii the truncal Catas- 
trophe of the Dnke d'Aveiro atid hia asso- 
ciates, whose Kate she was believed to lamoit. 
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as faaving been onmerited or unjuet. To 
faer reflections upon those terrible Execu- 
tions, heightened by the remonstraoces or 
reproaches of her C<Hifessor, has been indeed 
generally attributed the, subsequent aliena- 
tion of her understanding. Jn her person, 
she was taller than either of her Sisters,' as 
well as thinner; of a pale and wan Com- 
plexion, that seemed to indicate Melancholy; 
her features, prominent, strong, and altoge- 
ther destitute of any attractions. In all the 
duties and departments of private life, she 
was exemplary. Married to her Uncle, only 
Brother to the King, they exhibited a model 
. of nuptial felicity. The union, however re- 
pugnant to our modes of thinking, and in 
some measure contrary to Nature, yet had 
been fruitful : they had then two sons and a 
dai^ter living. The desire of preventing 
any possibility of a disputed Succession, be- 
tween the collateral male Heir to the Throne, 
and the female in direct Descent, dictated 
this species of incestuous Marriage; which, 
whatever sanction it may derive from Anti- 
quity, among the Ptolemies, or the Seleuci- 
de, and even among the Ceesars, can plead 
no parallel among, the other royal Houses of 
modem Europe. It forms not the least aiik 
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giilar circumstance of die transactioa, that 
so iar from any compnlaioa having been used 
to accomplish it, the Princess, from her eariy 
youth, entertained a strong partiality and at- 
tachment towards Don Pedro, her future 
Husband. She was near thirty-eight years 
old, when I visited Portugal. 

All the talents of the female part of the 
Braganza' Family, were said to be concen- 
trated in Donna Maria Anna, second of Jo- 
seph's Daughters. Shorter and thicker in 
her person than the Princess of Brazil, she 
was more agreeable in her countenanire ; 
possessing a ruddy complexion, as well aft 
a more animated expression of features. 
Her mind was likewise expanded, uid her 
underetfmding cultivated by polite know- 
ledge. Many of her hours were dedicated 
to reading, and she was regarded as supe- 
rior to Bigotry. In addition to these solid 
endowments, she joined great taste and skill 
in Music, with a fine voice. Though the 
most accomplished of the three Sisters, she 
was nevertheless doomed to remain unmar- 
ried in her Other's Court, having attained, in 
1772, her thirty-sixth year. Nature had beoi 
in some respects more bountiful to the third 
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Princees, Dfrnna Af^a Beoedicta, who wfts 
likewise considerably younger, bong only 
mx and twenty years old at this time. Thoi^h 
low in stature, clumsy, and much inclined to 
EmboD^int, het &ce was voy handsome ; 
her Eyes dark and eloquent, her Complexion 
^ir, the Contour of her Comitenance rathw 
round than oval, and her features small, as 
well as delicate. But she was not connda^ 
ed to possess the superiority of mind that 
distinguished Maria Anna. ■ About seven 
years before the time of which I speak, a 
treaty of Marriage had been set on foot b» 
tweea this Princess aad the £mpax>r Joseph 
the Second, who was then recently become 
a widower, by the death of bis first wife, a 
Daughter of Don Philip, Dnke of Paima. 
Hie N^otiation iHt>ceeded so &r, that pre- 
parations were made for transporting her 
from Iiisbon to Flanders, in her way to Vi- 
ama; and a Ship, constructed expressly for 
the purpose in the Brazils, magnificently de- 
Gwn^ed, lay ready in the Tagus. But, the 
intrigues and ex^ons of the old Queen 
Dowager of Spain, mother of Charles the 
Third, and grandmotha* of the Princess hei^ 
sdf; .who was, incettsed at the endeaTours of 
tlie Marquis de Pombal, to assnme the ez- 
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cluBive merit of this Alliance; renda«d the 
plan' abortive. 

It is probable, and I have been so assured 
at Vienna, that the pretext used to indispose 
the Austrian Court from accomplishiog the 
projected nuptials, was the representation 
made of the improbability of Maria Benedicta 
producing children, on account of her teo- 
dency to become lai^ and corpulmt in her 
P^son. Incredible and unnatural as the 
Fact may aeem, she was actually married, 
several years afterwards, in 1 777, when turned 
of thirty years of age, to bar own nephew, ber 
sister's son, the young Prince of Beyra, even- 
tual Heir to the Throne of Portugal. The 
Ceremony was performed in Joseph's^ apart- 
ments, as he lay expiring; and they lived to- 
, gether many years, but never had any issue. 
There seems to have been no rational excuse, 
or adequate motive assigned, for this second 
union in the same Family, which impresses 
with a d^^ree of horror, or at least, of disgust; 
and was in itself the more remarkable, as the 
Portugueze women of condition seldom betu- 
children, if not married before twenty-eight 
or thirty Years of Age. Catherine of Porta, 
gal, daughter of John the Foortfa, who was 
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the wife of our Charles the Second, and who 
espoused him at an earlier age, 1 belieTe about 
twenty-four, never brought him any issue, 
male or female ; but Burnet says, that tbe 
King himself told him, (Dr. Burnet) that 
" she had been with child." She even once 
miscarried, when considerably advanced in 
her pr^nancy, if we may believe the same 
hiBtorical Authority ; but, as Charles had no 
fewer, it is asserted, (I tbink by Dr. Lucas, 
in his History of England,) than fifty-three 
natural Children, by different Mistresses, in 
the coarse of bis life ; we muRt suppose that 
his feiilure of legitimate issue, originated on 
the side of his Queen. Some excuse may 
be sug^sted for the marriage of tbe eldest 
daughter of Joseph, with his brother, Don 
Pedro, where no direct male issue existed 
to inherit the Crown ; but it was reserved 
for tiie &mily of Braganza to exhibit to 
mankind, in the £ighteentb Century, the 
extraordinary Spectacle of a youth of fifteen, 
esponsing his own Aunt at thirty. From 
such a matrimonial Connexion, it can neither 
excite surprise nor r^ret, that do Descend- 
ants should have sprung. 

The Prince of Beyra himself, eldest son 
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of die PriiM^ss of Brazil and of Don PedrOi 
wae thai the Mareelhu of Portogal; towards 
Whom all eyea were turned^ and. from whose 
future auspicious GoTemment, political oiirap 
clei were fondly anticipated. It may excite 
the more surprise that such expectations 
should have heea entertained, when I add, 
that in 1772, be had only completed the 
eleventh year of his age. I have seen him 
many times, as he never &iled to attend the 
Royal Family in public, at the Bull Feasts, at 
Church, and every where except at the Italian 
Opera; a Diversion for which he manifested 
a decided aversion. He was tall and manly 
for his age, though his lace was pale and de- 
licate; and he appeared to have a weak or de- 
fective sight His features and his expression 
of Conntcnance, it must be admitted, indi- 
cated intelligence. The stories related of his 
capacity and dawning expansion of mmd, 
liad obtained v6ry universal credit. Some 
well attested instances of the goodness of his 
disposition, and the liberality of his tanper, 
I have heard, which seemed to be «itdtled to 
belief: but, no sort of inference, as to bis fii- 
ture characto*, could be safely drawn from 
these tales. Joseph the First, during the 
reign of bis fiither, had excited similar ex> 
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pecfations, which he by no meane fiilfilled 
aAer he ascended the throne. His grandsoOf 
who was likewise named Joseph, died at 
aliout tweoty-seven years of age, io 1788, 
of the small-pox, which the bigotted preju- 
dices and ignoraace of his Mother, had pre- 
Tmted her firom giving him by iBoculation ; 
leaving, as I before observed, no issue by 
his Aunt, to whom he had been married dur- 
ing several years. 

With Doa Pedro, fiither and great uncle 
to the Prince of Beyra, I shall conclude my 
remarka on the Royal House of Portugal. 
He was severalyears younger thao-the King; 
but, not inclined, like Joseph, to corpu- 
leney; of a sallow complexion; equally des- 
titute in his person, as in bis mannera and 
address, of El^anoeor Grace; and do way 
distioguished by natnnd endowments of any 
kind. He excelled in no exercises of the 
Body ; and possessed in his features, no ex- 
pression of Intellect His Acuities, which 
were indeed v«ry contracted, rendered him ^ 
altogether nnfit for the conduct of public 
ajlairs. Possessii^ neither political po«ar 
nor influence, he could only be considered 
aa a fixture of the Court ; and nevo* was 
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any I^nce a more perfect cypher. He en- 
joyed DO Command, military or civil ; not 
even a neparate Establishment or Household. 
When the King hnnted, Don Pedro accom- 
panied him ; as he equally did to the Opera, 
or to Mass ; never absenting himself except 
on account of indisposition. He had con- 
structed a Palace at Cayluze, about six 
English Miles from Lisbon ; but Don Pedro 
never resided there, tiiough he frequently 
attended his brother to the Chace; com- 
monly alighting on those Occasions for a 
few minutes, in order to hear Mass at Cay- 
luze. Those who knew him intimately, a&* 
sured me that he was of a devout, friendly, 
and benevolent Disposition. On Joseph's de- 
cease, in February, 1777, when his Consor^ 
tiie Princess of Brazil, became Queen in her 
own right, he was made Ring matrimonial, 
by the name of Don Pedro the Third ; as 
Henry, Lord Damley, became in Scotland, 
on his marriage with Mary Stuart Don 
Pedro survived his elder brother above nine 
years, dying in May, 1786. 

The publis Entertainmoit or Exhibition 
which then distinguished Lisbon frcHU all 
other Capitals of Eorope, was tiie cetebnb- 
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tioo of Bull Feaats. They were held every 
Stmday, daring the Sammer and Autumn. 
I have been present at many of them. How- 
ever barbarous the Diversion mig^t justly be 
esteemed, it is the only Spectacle that I ever 
witnessed, which could be said to realize in 
some measure, the Amphitheatrical Games 
of ancioit Rome, exhibited in the Circus. 
They' were already extinct in Spain, where 
Charles the Third had abolished them, on 
his asceodiog the Throne in 1769. Joseph 
and the Queen his wife, on the contrary, nou- 
rished the strongest partiality, or rather de- 
cided passion, for these Games of Moresco 
Origin ; which tbey never Jailed to attend, 
unless prevented by illness. I have seen the 
King present there, though one of his Eyes 
was swelled and bandaged; caused by the 
effect of a spark that had flown into it from 
the flint of his fowling piece, when firing 
it at tbe Chftce. Those persons who have 
formed thor id^as of Bull Feasts, from 
the aatertainiBg descriptions of the Coun- 
tess d'Anlnoi, which she has enlivened by 
amorous, ae well as by tragical Adventures ; 
and which were written at Madrid, under 
the reign of Charles the Second, last Prince 
of the AivtrittQ line.' in 1670 and 1680; 
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would hare esteemed the diversion tam^ as 
it was exhibited at Lisbon, before Joseph 
the First. Yet was it not altogether divested 
of something that reminded me of the Touiv 
oaments and Exercises of Chivalry, with 
which our im^nations are so warmly im- 
pressed in youth. The Portagueze Bull 
Feasts were celebrated in a lai^ wooden 
Amphitheatre, capable of commodiously coo- 
tainiog many thousand persons; surrounded 
with Benches below, to a considerable height, 
which w&tt surmounted by tiers oi Boxes. 
The Arena was very ample and spacious. 
When the Champion, who was about to en-' 
gage the Bulls, gaily dressed, mounted on a 
spirited Hdrse, a Spear in his hand, appeured 
upon the Ground, and saluted the Corporation ' 
<rf Lisbon, as was the custom, the effect of the 
Spectacle is not easy to describe in adequate 
terms. From sixteen to twenty Bulls were re- 
gularly sacrificed, every Sunday; and though 
circular pieces of leather mete fastened on 
thdr Horns, in order to prevent their ripping 
up or mortally wounding the Combatants, 
yet I have vitaessed many very severe and 
several nearly fatal Aecidente. I^<>digioas 
^c^cterity, T^our, Emd address, were displayed 
by BODM (HF Ae Hwsemen: {Miticiilarly by » 
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CastiliaD, who geoerdly made his appear- 
asce, and whom I have ofteH seen drive hii 
spear, at the first thrust, direct into &» 
Bull's Heart, whoi the Animal vas rntming 
Airioasly at him. The Amphitheatre theo. 
rang with Applauses. 

It frequently happened that the Bulls 
wanted spirit or incUnaticm for the cMiteat 
In those cases, the Spectacle became rather a 
Bntcb&ry, than a Combat, or an Amnsement: 
but, some of them would not have disji^raced 
a Roman Amphitheatre, i^ (as I have been 
assured was customary, a Century earlier,) 
tb^ Horns, instead of bdng blunted or 
coYtaKAj had been filed and sharpened to a 
point. Several o( the men who fought oa 
foot, exhibited extraordinary agility and cool- 
ness in eluding the rage of the incensed Ani^ 
mal; but it must at the same time be remon- 
bered, that they were commonly six or seven 
combined, all armed with long Spears. I have 
seen Women engage the BuU, ride up, and 
wound him. Two in particular, who were 
DttH^rinas, or Potture^prls; one, aVmetian, 
the (rther, a Spaniard, habited at Men, and 
sittiqg astrida^ possessed great fimness. aaii 
axcitedgcfiml admiratiwi. Sowiimosth^ 
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Bulla were furnished by the Conrt. I hare 
behdd twenty killed in the course of three 
hours : eight of which were giren by the King, 
as many more by Don Pedro his Brother, 
two by the Duke de GadavaU aad two, Qiow- 
ever singular it may seem,) by the Patriarch 
of Lisbon. After having witnessed several of 
these Exhibitiont), 1 confess that I became 
di^:n8ted with them. The most interestii^ 
part of the Spectacle consisted in the assem- 
blage of Spectators, particularly Ladies, who 
filled the Boxes. Even the ^ts in the Pit, 
were generally crowded with Females. The 
Queen, and her three Daughters, never failed 
to attaid in the Royal Box; though Ifaey 
were considered to be there Incognito. How- 
erer barbarous the Diversion must be regard- 
ed, it ^waya reminded me of Milton's de- 
scription of the Entertainments, 

" Where throngs of Knighti and Btrooi bold. 

In weeda of peace, high triumpha hold ; 

. With store of Ljdies, whose bright Eyes 

Rain iufluence, and judge the Prize." 

As soon as the Bidl Feast ended, which 
was commonly abont six o'clock, the King, 
Que^ and Royal Family immediately re- 
paired to the Itdian Ope«it which was situ- 
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ate at a very inconaidefable distance, ia the 
same quarter of LisboD. Such was the io- 
rariable Usage or Etiquette, every Saaday. 
Yet, th«%, as at the Bull Feast, though seat- 
ed ID the front of the Theatre, they were sup- 
posed to preserre their lnc<^ito. Joseph's 
Dress on these occasions, was always a full- 
triramed suit of Silk, or of Cloth; either quite 
plain, or embroidered wi^ white Silk ; the 
suioa^tuary laws of Portugal prohibiting £ai- 
broidery of gold or silver. He wore a flow- 
ing tye-wig, as we see Geoi^ the Second 
rqiresented in all his portraits : and the Por: 
tagueze Order of Christ, across his Breast. 
The Queen and Pnncesses were covered with 
Diamonds; in particular, the Princess of 
Brazil: but th6 Queen alooe wore Rougev 
from the use of which her dau^ters abstMn- 
ed. Duriog the course of the performance, 
His Miyesty never foiled to go round to his 
private Box, ' close to the Stage, in order to 
view the Sallets, after each of which he re- 
turned to the Royal Family. Ou these little 
excursions, which he always seemed to en- 
joy, and during which he generally made the 
best tise of his time, with his Opera Glass, 
in co'ntanplating the female part of the audi- 
ence who filled the Side-Boxes, several Nq- 
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biemfen accompanied him. The Count de 
Prado alone possessed the privil^;e of beins; 
seated, when att^iding the Sovereign; a 
mark of distinguished r^ard and predilec- 
tion. To him Joseph appeared to communi- 
cate all his confidential discourse, while the 
other individuals in attendance, remained 
standing behind him. Even the Duke de 
Cadaval, though the sole person of that high 
rank in the kingdom of Portugal; there being 
no other since the extinction of the Dukedom 
of Aveiro; yet was never permitted to sit 
down, in company with the King. After the 
Count de Prado, the two Counts of Canti- 
neida, and of Arcos, both sons of the Mar- 
quis de Marialva, whose name always brought 
Gil Bias before my imagination; enjoyed, in 
. 1772, the highest place in Joseph's personal 
&Tor. The former, I mean the Count de 
Cantineada, was the only Nobleman in the 
kingdom, allowed by a special grace of the 
Crown, to drive in a Coach and six, with 
which Equipage the King himself had pre- 
sented him. 

The memorable Earthquake of the first of 
November, 1755, had impressed on almost 
nery part of Lisbon, the most awful tracea 
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of its existence and ravages, at the time whoi 
I visited that Capital. Many edifices still re- 
mained exacUy in the condition that they were 
left by it; presenting such scenes of devasta- 
tion and destruction, as would then have 
been vainly sought for elsewhere in any Part 
of Europe. Among them, the ancient Palace 
of the Dukes of Braganza, which was bnilt 
on a commanding Eminence, in the Centre of 
the Metropolis; and the Cathedral of Lisbon, 
stood conspicuous. Both these majestic 
Structures hourly tbreataied to crush the 
Tmant, or the Devotee, who ventured to enter 
them. Yet the former pile was inhabited by 
various femilies or individuals, who, pressed 
by Necessity, soughtshelterunder the totter- 
ing roof; and Superstition' xtT Devotion had 
consecrated Cbapds in the latter, amidst the 
rains of Altars and Domes, where Masses 
were daily celebrated. I was peculiarly led 
to visit the Cathedral, by the hope of flnd^ 
ing the Tomb of Camoens, the celebrated 
Portugueze Poet, whose body, as 1 had been 
assured, was there interred. But, I could 
discover no proofs of any such Interment, 
though I made every inquiry ; and I have 
reason to believe, after all the researches in 
my power, that as he unquestionably expired 
b2 
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ID a public Hospital, of a disease which, from 
its coDtagions oature, resembled the Plague, 
he was thrown into a common Grave, with 
a number of other dead Bodies. It is certain 
that no Monument was ever erected to his 
M^nory. 

A striking, and a melancholy Conformity 
exists, between the Destiny of the two most 
illnstrious men of Genius, whom Spain and 
Portugal have produced in modem Ages. 1 
mean, Crarimt^s, andCamiSens: aConformity 
which reflects no honor on those Countries, 
nor on the Sovereigns and Ministerfi who thus 
abandoned them to the i^ors- of Adversity. 
Both served on the Expeditions undntaken 
against the Msdiometans, in the capacity of 
private Soldiers ; and both were wounded. 
Camoens lost an Eye, before the town of 
Ceuta in Morocco; and Cervantes lost bis 
left band, at the celebrated naval Battle of* 
Lepanto, gained b; Don John of Austria in 
1571, over the Turks. Each of them under- 
w«it captivity, shipwreck, and all the cala- 
mities of adverse fortune. Returning to their 
native Country, both were admired, and de- 
serted. John the Third and Sebastian, Kinga 
of Portugal, seem to have done as little to 
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ftmeliorate the Condition of CainpeDs, as Phi- 
lip the Second and Third, the I^OTer^gns of 
Spain, did for Cervantes. Each of them 
attained to an advanced ag;e, amidst the 
presBure of diseases, penury, and privations. 
Camoena breathed his last at Lisbon, in 1579, 
at about sixty-two years ol z^, in an Hos- 
pital ; reproaching his countrymen, as is as- 
serted, for their cruel neglect. Cervantes, ex- 
tenuated by the progress of a Diopsy, which 
was rendered more severe by want, preserv- 
ed his constitutional gaiety of disposition, 
down to the last moments of his existeuce ; 
expired at the age of sixty-nine, it may be 
almost said, with the pen in his hand ; and 
seemed to triumph over dissolution, by the 
elastici^ and energy of bis mind. He died 
at Madrid, in 1616; a year memorable in 
the Annals of Gaiius, as it likewise deprived 
the world of Shakespear! The author of 
the " Luetad," and the writer of " Don 
" Quixote," were both thrown into the 
ground, without even the decotaes of an or- 
dhiary Funeral ; nor can the spot where either 
of tbeir remains are deposited, be even aa- 
certained at the present time, it is impos- 
sible to consider these facts, without eoao- 
tions of mingled concern and . indigoatioa. 
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Yet, DaoU, Tasso, and Galileo, among; the 
Italians; Spenser, Otway, and Chatterton, 
among us, appear to have experienced 
scarcely a milder Fate. 

If I could Dot discover the place of Camo- 
ens's Interment, I at least found out the Grave 
and Tombstone of the Author of " Tom 
Jones." Fielding, who terminated his life, 
as is well known, at Lisbon, in 1754, of a 
complication of disorders, at little more than 
forty-seven years of age, lies buried in the 
Cemetery appropriated to the English Fac- 
tory. I visited his Grave, which was al- 
ready nearly concealed by weeds and nettles. 
Though he did not suffer the extremity of 
distress, under which Camoens and Cervan- 
tes tenninated their lives ; yet his Extrava- 
gance, a quality so commonly characteristic 
of men distinguished by talents, embittered 
the evening of his days. Fieldit^, Richard- 
son, and Le Sage, seem to have attained the 
highest eminence in that seductive species of 
writing, unknown to Antiquity, which we 
denominate Novels. Crebillon, Marivaux, 
and Smollett, only occupy the second place. 
Voltaire and Rousseau, however beautiful 
may be thdr Compositions in this Line, are 
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rather satirical or philo80[^cal Moralists, 
than Writers of Novels. " Don Quixote" is a 
Work sui Generis, and not ameuable to ordi- 
nary rules. " Gil Bias" seems to stand alone, 
and will probably be read with avidity in every 
Age, and every Country. Though the Scene 
hes in Spain, and the Characters are Spani- 
ards, the maimers are universal ; and true to 
nature equally in Madrid, in Paris, or -iu 
London. Richardson and Fielding are more 
national, and cannot be read with the same 
ddigbt on the Banks of the Seine, or of the 
Tyber, as on those of the Thames ; though 
the former Writer transports us to Bologna, 
in his Sir Charles GranSaon. Fielding pever 
attempts to carry us out of Bngland, and his 
Actors are all Aborigines. Foreigners neither 
can taste his works, nor will he ever attain 
to the Fame of Richardson, beyond the limits 
of his own Cou&try. Clementina and Cia- 
rissa will penetrate, where St^hia Western 
and Parson Adams, never can be known or 
l^prectated. Joseph Andrews and AmeUa 
may be considered, in point of composition, 
to Fielding, what Pameia is to Richardson. 

The late Alderman Cadell, who was one of 
the most intelligait, honourable, and superior 
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men of his profession ; told me that his pr6> 
decesBOr, Miliar, the Bookseller, hoi^bt 
Fieldit^'s Amelia of the Author ; giving him 
for the Copy-right, eight hundred Pounds; 
a ^"eat sum at that time. After making the 
purchase, Millar shewed the Mauu8cnpt.<to 
Sir Andrew Mitchell, who subsequently filled 
the post of British Minister at Berlin; re- 
questing to have his opinion of the work. Sir 
Andrew observed to him, that it bore the in- 
delible marks of Fielding's Genius, and was 
a fine performance; but, nevertheless, for 
b^«ath " Tom Jones ;" finally advising him 
to get rid of it as soon as he could. MiUar 
did not neglect the counsel, though h^ was 
too {Jsle a man, to divulge the opinion deli- 
vered by his fi'iend. On the contrary, at the 
first sale which he made to the TVorfe, he 
said, " Gentlemen, I have several works to 
" put up, for which I -shall be glad if you 
" will bid : but, as to Amdia, every Copy 
" is already bespoke." This Manoeuvre had 
its effect. AU the Booksellers were anxious 
to get their names put down for copies of it, 
and the Edition, thoi^h very lai^e, was im- 
mediately sold. 

All the most interesting particulars of the 
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Earthquake of 1755, have been recounted to 
me by many of those p««6b8 who ahared in, 
and SbrviTed ^e horrors of that calamibuB 
Day, OQ which near forty thousand pertons 
were believed to have perished. They agreed^ 
that if it had taken place in the middle of 
the uight, when the fires were in goieral 
extinguisbed, and when the darkness would 
have prevented the greater part of the inha- 
bitants from quitting their Houses before day- 
break; not a fourth part of the lives would 
hate been loirt, nor destructioD have followed. 
Prodigious numbers were swept oiff from the 
Quays, by the sudden rise of the Tagus ; and 
the Con&agration which succeeded the Earth- 
quake, spread even greater devastation than 
did ^at convulsion of nature. The first 
shock, which came on aboiit forty minutes 
after nine in the moming, seemed to be hori- 
zontal in its direction or movemrat: but the 
second shock was perpendicular or vertical; 
tiirowing up the pavement of the StreetSi to 
die height of forty and fifty feet into the air. 
•Near an hour intw^ened between the two 
GoncuBsions. Tbie King, Queen, and Royal 
Funily, by good fortune, were not at the Pa- 
lace in Lisbon^ but, at Bdem, which stands 
near two Milra lower dowii, on the aame side 
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of the river. As the Ap^tmeats which they 
inhabited, were all built on die ground. His 
M.ajesty leaiped out of the window of his 
Chamber, into the Garden, on first perceiv- 
ing the shock; while the tiiree princesses, 
hie Daughters, who were either not yet riaen, 
or not dressed, followed him, wrapped in the 
bed-clothes. 

Lisbon has, in all Ages, been subject to the 
awful visitation and ravages of Earthquakes. 
History commemorates several, during the 
lapse of the last six Centuries, which have 
successively Ifud that Capital in ruins, and 
buried or iogulphed a laige part of the po- 
pulatioo. The most destructive Earthquake 
known in modem Times, previous to the year 
1 756, ha[q)ened in February, 1 522, soon after 
the decease of Emanuel, in the first year of 
the reign of bis son, John the Third. The 
Concussions of the Earth then lasted during 
dght days ; but do not appear to have pro- 
duced a Conflagration as ruinous or exten- 
sive, as that which took place under Jo8q>h; 
though more than fifteen hundred Houses, be- 
ffldes Churches, Palaces, and public Edifices, 
of every kind, were destroyed. Thirty thou- 
sand persons perished in Lisbon alone; while 
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Santarem, Almerin, and many other places, 
were swallowed up, together with their in- 
habitants, John the Third, his Queen, and 
the royal &mily, wne compelled to encamp 
in tiie fields, under Tents, just as Joseph did 
in November, 1 765. Great as these Convul- 
sions of Nature were, they may Devertheless 
he esteemed slight, both in their extent and 
in thdr effects, if compared with tho^ which 
desolated Calabria, in more recent periods, 
as late as the year 1783. 

It is evident that the Earthquake of 1755 
ran in a kind of vein, principally ravaging 
a circle or space of about four to five miles; 
which was reduced to a state of desolation, 
by the fire that followed it. The " Aliama," 
or ancient Moorish City, situate higher up 
the river, as well as the Suburb of Bel^n, 
extending lower down the Tagus; though 
both mtiy be said to form a part of Lisbon, 
nearly as Wapping and Westminster con- 
stitute portions of London ; yet received, 
comparaldvely, little itgury. The principal 
Edifices, and evm the Houses in both, re- 
mained, if not nnshaken, yet nndonolished. 
In 1772, ratha- more than half the space 
originally laid waste by the Earthquake and 
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fire, had been already rebuilt. Some of the 
new Streets might even Tie in r^ularity and 
magnificoice, with those of any Capital in 
Europe; forming an astonishingcontrast with 
the filth, fuitiquity, and barbarism, characte- 
ristic of the Eastern extremity, or " Alfiuna." 

The Family of Braganza has o^t produced, 
evea down to the present time, any Soverragn 
endowed with Talents such as distiDgnished 
the two Kings, John the Second and Ema- 
nuel, who reigned over the Portugueze in the 
fifteentli and sixte^ith Centuries. John the 
Fourth himseli^ Founder of the Braganza 
line, though he effected the recovery of their 
national independence, seemed to be in no de- 
gree qualified by Nature, for the performance 
(^ so perilous a task. Gnstavus Vasa, who 
expelled the Tyrant Christian the Second, 
from Sweden ; Henry the Fourth, who crushed 
"the League" in France; William the First, 
and William the Third, Princes of Orange, 
who successively liberated the Dutch ; the 
former, from the yoke of Spain, and the lat- 
!«■, from the arms of Louis the XlVth ; — 
all these were superior Mra, endowed with 
Energies such as Providence confers on He- 
roes. But, the Duke of Braganza was an 
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OTdiaary individual, whose abilities were of 
the most modeFate descriptioa; even his per- 
sonal courage was never proved in the Field. 
It was the heroic spirit of his Consort, which 
supplying these defects, impelled him to seize 
the Crown, which the weakness and incapar- 
city of the Spanish Government nnder Philip 
the Fourth, might be said to tender him. She 
vas, herself, by birth a Spaniard, daughter 
of the Duke of Medina Sidonia : her name, 
liOuisa de Guzman. Aft«- the decease of 
the King her husband in 1656, she continued 
to act as R^ent. John the Fourth left two 
sons, the eldest of whom, Alpfaonso the Sixth, 
was only thirteen years of age. Labouring 
from bis in&ncy under incurable maladies, 
or debilities of boidy and of mind, be appears 
to have be^ altogether unfit to exercise 
the duties or functions of Sovereign Power. 
While his Mother held the reins of Staite, 
Alpfaonso's incapacity, and acts of violence 
or of imbecility, were prevented from ex- 
citing any national commotions of a serious 
nature: but, after the retreat and decease of 
that illustrious Princess in 1064^ his deposi- 
tion speedily followed. It was merited by 
his excesses, and utt^. inaptitude for Go- 
vernment. His own wife, a Princess of th« 
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House of Nemourtt, descended firom tbe 
Dnkes of Savoy, to whom he had been 
recently married, but, with whom he had 
never been able to consummate bis nuptials; 
combining with Don Pedro, his younger 
Brother, a Prmce of prudence, enei^, and 
ability ; arrested and deposed Alphonso. In 
performing this Revolutionary act, they were 
only the a^nts and instruments of the Na- 
tion, who unanimously demanded, sanction- 
ed, and maintained it 

Don Pedro, thus called to the supreme 
Authority by the voice of the Portugueze, at 
twenty years of age, in IdtfS, did not how- 
ever assume the title of King. Like the 
present Prince Regent of the same Country, 
he contented himself with that Denomination; 
but he married Mary of Nemours, his Bro- 
ther's wife, as Henry the Eighth of England 
had espoused Catherine of Arragon. Till 
the deatli of Alphonso, which took place 
seventeen years later, in 1683, Pedro only 
exercised the Regency. Alphonso was first 
sent to the Azores, or Western Islands, 
situate in the midst of the Atlantic Ocean ; 
where he resided for some years, at Ter- 
ceira, in an honorable restraint : but it wa« 
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afterwards jadged expedient to conduct him 
back to Portugal, and to confine him in one 
of the royal Palaces, at Cintra ; a village not 
remote from LisboD, situate towards the 
mouth of the Tagus, in a Couutry abound- 
ing with natural beauties of every kind, 
which rend^ it one of the most delicious 
and enchanting spots in Europe. At a more 
recent period, Cintra has attuned historical 
Celebrity, from the Convention th^re conclu- 
ded, or rather at Torres Vedras, with the 
French, in 1808. In the Palace at the former 
place, J visited the Apartment in which Al- 
phonsowas imprisoned, and where he ended 
his days. Though become somewhat ruin- 
ous in 1772, it was tolerably spacious, being 
about twenty feet square, and proportion- 
ably lofty. He passed eleven years'as a cap- 
tive, in that chamber. Towards the latter 
part of his life, his understanding, ilaturally 
very weak, becune wholly alienated. He 
grew furious to such a degree, that it was 
found necessary to confine him by an iron 
rail, which surrounded his Bed, and allowed 
him only a space of about fourteen to sixteai 
feet, fi>r exerdse. The Bricks, of which the 
floor was composed, were worn away in- this 
track, by the constant action of his feet. 
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His death, however, as iar as we can assert,' 
or are warranted to conjecture, was not ac- 
celerated by any act of Treachery or Vio- 
lence. It is an exb^ordinary circumstance, 
that AIpboDso terminated his unfortunate 
life on the 12th of December, 1683 ; and 
^at his former wife, Mary of Nemours, who 
was married to his younger Broker Don 
Pedro, died on the 17th of the same month 
and year, leaving no issue by that Prince. 

Pedro the Second, who continued to reign 
down to the commeocemeut of the last Cen- 
tury, in 1706; was unquestionably the most 
able of the Sovereigns that have governed 
Portugal, from 1640 down to the present 
time. John the Fifth, his son and successor, 
seons to have been a man of moderate intel- 
lectual endowments : fond of show, but des- 
titute of taste; and during the latter Years 
of his Lif^ when the Powers of his Mind 
had been enfeebled in Consequence of an 
Apoplectic Stroke, — enslaved by Bigotry. 
He expended forty-five Millions of Crusa- 
does, or nearly four Millions Sterling, in the 
section of a Palace at Mafira, about five 
leagues north of Cintra, and not for r^noved 
from the Shore of the Atlantic It formed a 
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mondmeot of royal prodigality, Uended with 
SuperstitioD. Who can believe, that Id the 
last Century, any Prince would construct a 
residence, in imitation or emulation of the 
Ssairial of Philip the Second of Spain? 
John did not, indeed, like Philip, build the 
Palace of Mafira, in the form of a Gridiron ; 
but he united in' one Edifice, precisely as 
that King had done, a Palace, a Church, 
and a Convent. The Church occupied the 
coitre of the Building; contiguous to it being 
placed the Cloisters ; together with the Cells, 
or apartments of the Monks. Three hun- 
dred Franciscan Friars, a Monastic Order 
distiDguished for the disgusting filth of their 
dress and appearance, were there stationed. 
They had even a Hospital in the central 
part of the Edifice, for the diseased and 
infirm members of the Fraternity. One of 
the first acta of Joseph's reign, was to dis- 
lodge these religious nuisances; and when I 
visited Mafira, they had been replaced by 
secular priests, diminished in number. Th^ 
Palace, dismantled, forsaken, and forming 
altogether an f^pendage to the Convent, 
extended in two wings on either side, and 
behind the Church ; but, without Gardens or 
.|tleasnre grounds of any kind. Such was 
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Maffi^ the Versailles of Portugal; erected, 
like that Palace, in a situation Httle fovoured 
by nature ! John the I^h expeoded more 
beneficially the treasures of the State, in 
constructing the Aqueduct of Alcantra, 
scarcely a mile out of Lisbon, which supplies 
the Capital in a great D^ree, with water. 
In solidity and grandeur, it is a work^ortiiy 
of- ancient Rome; crossing a deep Tidley or 
Ravine, from one mountain to another, OQ 
Arches ; the central Arch of which Range 
is three hundred feet in height, and ninety in 
breadth. The Earthquake of 1755, spared 
this monument of national utility, which re- 
ceived little injury from the shock ; and the 
construction of which reconciled me in seme 
measure, to the Soverdgn by whom it was 
raised. 

The reigfa of Joseph may be more properly 
denominated the Administration of the Gond6 
de (Eyras, created afterwards Marquis de 
Fombal, than it can be characterized by any 
other description. The name of this Minis- 
ter was Sebastian Joseph Carralho. His 
Birth, noble, but not illnstrions, would never 
have opened him a way to power, tho' aided 
by extraordinary talents, if Court Favom- 
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had not sustained and propelled them. 
Maria Aooa of Austria, daughter of the 
Emperor Leopold the First, and Queen of 
Joha the Fifth, reconHneoded him to 'her sou 
Joseph ; who, on his accession to the Throne 
in 1750, nuned Carralho, Secretary for Fo- 
re^ Affairs. His own abilities atchieved 
the rest. Ob him, Joseph seemed to haye 
devolved the exclusive and absolute Govern- 
ment of the State ; nor was be unworthy of 
that selection. At the time that I saw him, 
he had attained his seventy-third year ; but 
age appeared neither to have diminished the 
vigor, freshness, nor activity of his faculties. 
In his person he was very tall and slender ; 
his face loug, pale, meagre, and full of intd[- 
ligence. He was so unpopular, and so many 
attempts had beea made to assassinate him, 
that be never w^t out without Guards. 
Even in the Streets of Lisbon, bis Carriage 
was always accompanied or surronuded by 
« detachment of Cavalry, with their swords 
drawn for his protection. He was, indeed, 
hot less odions to the Nobility and Clergy, 
than to the People ; perhaps, even more so ; 
one of the great objects of his policy, during 
more than twenty yvATs, having been to re- 
duce the Aristocratic and Ecclesiastical Pn- 
F 2 
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vileges of every kind, to a strict depeiidaiic« 
nn the Crowu and Government. 

In 1772, the State Prisons were crouded 
with unfortunate victims. The Town- of 
Belem, the Fort of the Bougie, situate at the 
mouth of the Tagus, and the Castle of St. 
Juli^i, . placed at the northern entrance of 
that river, were all full of prisoners ; among 
whom, a great proportion had been Jesuits, 
arrested either in 1758, or in 1763, by Orders 
of the first Minister. The subterranean 
Casemates of the Castle of St. Julten con^ 
taiaed above a hundred individuals, who 
could b^ clearly discerned by persons walk- 
ing on the Ramparts of the Fortress, through 
the iron gratings which admitted some light 
to th.ose gloomy abodes. I have, myself, 
beheld many of them, at the depth of fifty or 
tixty feet below me, pacing to and fro ; most 
of whom, being Jesuits, were habited in the 
Dress . of the Order. They excited great 
Commiseration. The fomyus Gabriel Mala- 
grida, an Italian Jesuit, who was accused 
of haying, aa Confessor to the Marchioness 
of Tavora, known and encouraged her to 
make the attempt upon Joseph's life ; after 
being long imprisoned in that Fortress, was 
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strangled, and his Body subsequ'eatly re- 
daced to Ashes at the stake, in 1761. He 
appears to have been rather a Visionary, and 
an imbecile Fanatic, than a man of dangeroaa 
parts. His public £xecution, when near 
seventy-five years of age, must be considered 
as a cruel and odious act, tchich reflects 
disgrace on Joseph, and on his Minfeter. 
Malagrida's name is become proverbial 
among us, to express dupMcity; and has 
been applied, perhaps unjustly, to one of 
our greatest modem Statesmen, by his poli- 
tical Opponents. Many other persons of all 
ranks, either known, or believed to have 
be^, implicated in the Duke d'Aveiro's 
Conspiracy, remained in 1772 shut up in 
the various State Prisniiff of Portugal. ' Mos^' 
or all of these unhappy sufferers who sur- 
vived, have, ■ ( brieve," been since liberated 
in 1777, on the Accession of the present 
Qiieen. 

la extenuation, if not in justification of 
the first Minister, and of Joseph, it must 
however be admitted that the natidual cha- 
racter of the Portugneze, at once bigotted, 
sangiiinary, and vindictive, demanded a se- 
vere Government. They were neither to be 
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rdbnned, enlightened, nor ooerced, by gut- 
tle and pall^tive remedies. At ^e decease 
of John the Fifth, the Streets of Lisbon, even 
in the Diost frequented Quarters, exhibited 
perpetu&l scenes of violence, and of murder, 
during the night Dead bodies, stabbed, and 
covered with wounds, were left expos^ in. 
tiie Squares and public places, But, before 
1772, the Police, introduced and rigorously 
enforced by the Marquis de Pombal, had al? 
most extinguished these enormities ; and had 
rendered the Capital nearly as secure as Lodt 
don. During my residence there, of many 
weeks, such was the vigilance of the Patrole, 
that only one Assassination was committed ; 
and I have returned home, alone, on foot; 
at the latest hours, without danger or aj^re- 
faensiou. Nor were the cares of the First 
Minister, limited to the mere protection of 
the Metropolis. Its re-edifieatipn, salubrity, 
and improvement in every sense, occupied 
his capacious mind. L^bon might truly be 
said to ri6e from its ashes, as ancient Rome 
did under Augustus, renewed and beautified. 
The education of the young Nobility formed 
likewise, a distinguished object of his re- 
gard. A College, founded solely for th^ 
ben^t, at an immense expense, was already 
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nearly completed. I visited it, as I did the 
manuiactares of silk, of lace, of ivory, and 
many others, carrying on under his Aus- 
jHces. All these bespoke a great and ele- 
vated understanding, intent on ameliorating 
the order of things, and animated by very 
salutary or enlaj^ed views. But, the greater 
number of the Marquis de Pombal's institu- 
tions, edifices, and febricks, being incom- 
plete, demanded time or fiinds for their entire 
accomplishment The detestation in which 
he was held, impeded their progress: nor 
was it doubted, that as soon as tiie present 
.Qneoi, then Princess of Brazil, should sue* 
.ceeA to the throne ; her Superstition, or her 
Pr^udices, would overturn all that Joseph 
and bis Minister had done, to introduce im- 
pcoYenaeats or reforms into Portugal. Tb« 
tirirait justified this prediction. 

Joseph's reign, which had been marked by 
Earthquakes, Conspiracies, and War, was 
r^;arded by the Portugueze Nation, not 
vrithout some apparent reason, as a most 
calamitous period. Yet if we compare the 
misfortunes of that time, with thoRe which 
have succeeded, when the Sovereign, the 
Royal Family) and the principal NobiU^, 
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have been compelled to abandon their native 
Country, in order to seek an Asylum in 
South America; while the Capital and the 
Provinces have been occupied, over-run, and 
plundered, by a revolutionary Enemy of the 
most rapacious description ; — how compara- 
tively tolerable were the evils endured under 
Joseph, when placed near those to which 
Portugal has been subjected under his 
Daughter ! They may be said to have equal- 
led, if they did not exceed, between 1807 
and 1810, the d^p*adation and subversion 
which followed the death of Sebastian, in 
the sixteenth Century, when Philip the Se- 
cond rendered himself mast^ (A the king- 
dom. Having mentioned Sebastian, I shall 
say. a few words on the History of that un- 
fortunate. Prince. It is well known that he 
perished or disappeared, in the Jamoua Battle 
of Arzila, on the Coast of Barbary, fought 
on the 4th of August, 1578. I have seen, 
in the royal Palace at Cintra, a little open 
Court or Balcony, adjoining one of the rooms 
of State, in which was constructed a stone 
Chai or seat, coated with a sorfof coarse 
Porcelain ; a Bench of the same materials ex- 
tending on each side. In that Chair, while 
his Ministers sate round him,. Sebastian, as 
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constant Tradition asserts, held thd memor- 
able Council, in which the Enterprize against 
Morocco was resolved on, contrary to the 
advice and opinions of his more prudent 
Counsellors. That he was no more seen 
after the day of the Battle of Arzila, by the 
Portugueze, is certain; but it is not abso- 
lutely ascertained beyond all doubt, that he ' 
perished there. Hie Body was never found, 
or at least; was never identified ; and I have 
conversed with vety ju,dicions men at T.isbon, 
who inclined to believe that the individual 
who appeared at Venice in 1508, asserting 
himself to be Sebastian, was really that 
Prince. 

Joseph had one Sister, named Barbara, 
who was married, at sevoiteen years of age, 
to Ferdinand, Prince of Asturias, youngest 
of the sons of Philip tlte Fifth. Kmg of 
Spain, by his first Queen, and who after- 
wards succeeded him in the Spanish Throne. 
This Princess, who seems to have been en- 
tirely und» the dominion of Superstition and 
of Music; before she quitted Lisbon, in order 
to become the wife of Ferdinand 
having repaired to the Church of th 
de Dios," or Mother of God, aiti 
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banks of the Tagus, in the Suburbs ; there 
made a solemn offering to the Virgin, of the 
rich Dre88, laces, and valuable jewels, which 
she had worn at die cer^nony of htat Espou- 
eals. I was induced to visit the Church, fin*' 
the purpose of viewing this magnificent sa- 
crifice or renunciation of female ornament. 
The image was habited from head to foot, in 
the finest lace; the Stomacher, Necklace, and 
Eu'-rings, being altogether composed of Bril- 
liants. Lady Woi^ey Montagu remarks, in 
one of her I^etters, written from some part of 
Gennany ; I beUfive, from Cologne ; that in 
hey tune, as eajcly as 1717, or 1718, the fciia- 
very of the Priests had already removed, ih 
most, or in many of the Catholic Churches, 
the precious stones which Devotees bad pre- 
s^ited to the Saints; substitutuig paste, ' or 
other imitations in their place. This asser- 
tion may have betn wdl founded, relative to 
(jiennany; bat was not true in Portugal, at 
a much later period. I viewed these Dia- 
monds, by permissicHi of the phesti, very 
closely, through the medium of a glass case, 
io which the Virgin hersdf was inclmed; 
and I have not the slightest doubt that they 
were the identic^ jewels, presented by the 
Prince^ oa the abovMuaitiDned occasion. 
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Atthefeet of his Mother, secured widgq the 
same case, lay a waxen figure of the lofiuit 
Jesus, wrapt in similar attir^ and reposing 
in a Cradle of solid silver. How long these 
costly articles of Dress may have r^nained ' 
nnremoved in the Cbnrcb of the " Madr^. de 
Dios," since I saw them, I cannot pretend 
to say : but we may presume that the Prince 
Regent, when he embarked for Rio Jaoejro, 

' did Dot leave them behind, for the Duchess 
of Abrant^s, or the revolutionary rapacity of 
the Frencb Generals ; who would no more 
have spared them, than the Elder Dionysius 
respected the golden Beard of Esculapius, 

'<Hr the Mantle of Jupiter. 

The Princess Barbara, who became Queen 
of Spain in 1746, constituted the supreme 
felicity of Ferdioand the Sixth, her husband ; 
with whom she lived twenty-nine years, in 
a state of such conjugal union as is rarely 
^. be found, in bbman life^ and still more 
rarely on the Throne. They nevertheless re- 
mained without issue. Like his Queao, 
Fj^rdinand nouririied a decided passion, or 
rather rage, for Music; and it is well known 
that the celebrated Farinelli enjoyed under 
hisruign, as he had previously done under that 
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of Philip the Fifth, an almost unbounded 
Ascendant over both the King and Queen. 
Such . -was Farinelli's prod^ous influence, 
that he may be said to have shared the politi- 
cal- power of the state with finsenada, the first 
Minister of Ferdinand; a Prince who, thoi^h 
he reigned in our own Times, is faardlyknown 
or remembered beyond the limits of Spain. 
His talents were very confined, but his in- 
tentions were upright^ Notwithstanding the 
obligations of the " Family Compact," he 
refused, on the Commencement of the War 
between Great^Britain and France in 1756, 
to join the latter power; or to sacrifice, as his 
Successor Charles the Third did in 1761, the 
interests of his People, to the ties of Consan- 
guinity existing between him and Louis the 
Fifteenth. Till his Decease, which took place 
in 1759, Ferdinand maintained a strict Neu- 
trality. His Death was unquestionably pro- 
duced by g^ief for the loss of his Queen, who 
had been carried ofi" in the preceding year. 
From that time, F^dinand became a prey t* 
the most inveterate Melancholy, which not 
only enfeebled, but, in some measure alien- 
ated his mind. Abandoning himself to des- 
pair, he declined all society; refused to 
chimge his linen, or to take any remedies, 
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during some weeks before he expired ; and. 
ultimately died tbe victim of conjugal Affec- 
tion, fn consequence of this event, his half- 
Brother, Charles, son of Philip the Fifth by 
his second 'wife, :the Parmesana as she was 
dmominated ; who then reigned at Naples, 
ascended the Throne of Spain. 

I passed a great part of the years 1775 
and 1776, in France, not long after the de- 
cease of Louis the Fifteenth ; a Sovereign 
whose character and actions always appear- 
ed to me to be depreciated and undervalued 
by the French, nearly in tbe same proportion 
that . they have elevated those of Louis the 
Fourteenth above their just Standard. Like 
his Predecessor, he succeeded to the Crown, 
while in childhood ; but, he had not the same 
advantages as Louis the Fourteenth enjoyed, 
whose Mother, Anne of Austria, watched with 
maternal solicitude over his preservation. 
Louis the Fifteenth, who at five Years of Age, 
survived both his parents, was left, during the 
Regency of Philip, Duke of Orl^ns, princi- 
pally to the care of Fleury,- Bishop of Frejas, 
who obtained over his pupil, an early, and 
almost an unbounded ascendant. The Re- 
gency lasted above eight years; and during 
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DO period of time since the Abdication of 
James the SeODod in 1689, have France and 
England been so closely united by political 
tjes. George the First and the Regent Duk^ 
both, dreaded a Pretender : one, in the son 
of James; the other, in I^ilip the Fifth, 
King of Spain. Impelled by this apprehen- 
sion, the two-Princes equally made the pwlicy 
and interests of their respective Countries, 
snbordihate to their personal objects of Ac- 
quisition or Ambition. Philip, Dnke of 
Orleans, was andoubtedly one of the most 
immoral and profligate men whom we have 
beheld in modem Ages. The Oi^es of the 
** Palais Royal," probably exceeded in de- 
pravity, as well as in enormity, every thing 
of the same kind ever acted, even in France. 
The iocestaous Fables of Antiquity, and the 
unnatural Amours of Cinyras and Myrrha, 
which we read with Horror in Ovid ; the 
revoltmg Stories related of Alexander the 
Sixth and his Daughter Lucretia Borgia; — 
were believed to have been realized in the 
Persons of the Duchess de Berri, and the 
Abbess de Chelles, vrith their own Father. 
But, notwithstanding the Disgust excited by 
such Scenes of in&mous Turpitude, we must 
acknowledge that the R^ent likewise dis- 
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{Jayed some of the greatest endowmeitts and 
tai^its, fitted both for the Cabioet abd for 
the Field. His Desceodaot, who perfonoed 
so d^estable a part in the late French Re- 
Tolntioa, only resembled him in his vices. 
He inherited neither the distii^aished perso- 
nal jcourage, nor the ardor for knowledge, 
nor the military skill, nor the aptitude for 
public Business, nor the elevated mind of 
the R^ent; who, if he had not been re- 
strained by some cousiderations of goodnees, 
or some emotions of affection, might eanly 
have acted by Lonis the Fifteenth, as we 
suppose that Richard, Duke of Gloucester, 
did by Edward the Fifth; or, as we know 
that the late Duke of Orleans acted by Louis 
the Sixteenth, and his Queen. To the Re- 
gent, whose life was terminated before the 
End of the Year 1723, in the arms of the 
Duchess de Valori, abbreviated by bis ex- 
cesses, succeeded the short uid feeble Mi- 
nistry of the Duke of Bourbon, comprizing 
scarcely three years ; but, which Period et 
Time produced one event peculiarly interest- 
ing to the young King, QJid to France; I 
mean, his Muriage. 

There is no instance in the last, orpresait 
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Century, of any female attamiog so great an 
elevation, as that of Mademoiselle de Lec- 
zinska to the Throne of France : for, we 
cannot justly reckon the second marriage of 
the Czar Peter, with Catherine, the Livonian 
Peasant, as an exception. Muscovy could 
scarcely then be considered as forming a 
portion of the European System, nor were 
its Sovereigns altogether subjected to our 
usages. That the Daughter of an expatriated 
Polish-Nobleman or Palatine, whom Charles 
the Twelfth of Sweden had nominally forced 
upon the Poles, as their King, during a few 
years ; but, who was in &ct only a needy, 
eajled Adventurer, driven by necessity to- 
take shelter in an obscure provincial town of 
Alsace, aod destitute of Territories, or almost 
of support; — that a Princess, if such she 
might indeed be properly denominated, who 
could hardly be thought a suitable match for 
on^ of the petty Sovereigns on the Banks of 
the Elbe, or the Rhine, should have been se-. 
lected for the Consort of a King of France ; — 
may assuredly be considered as one of the 
inpst singular Caprices of Fortune. Its sin- 
gularity becomes augmented, when we re- 
flect that the young Monarch was already 
not only betrothed to the daughter of Pliilip 
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Ae Fiftb, his Uncle, Kii^; of Spam; but, 
that the Princess destined to share his Throne 
and Bed, hul long resided is France, theB«{y- 
tialfl being only delayed till the two parties 
should attain a proper age. Yet, in defiance 
of this impediment, did the Duke o£ Boor- 
bon Tentare to send back Philip's Daugh- 
ter to Madrid ; and I met ha at Lisbon, ncur 
half a Century afterwards, become Queen of 
Portugal; transported from the Banks of the 
Scane, to (jiose of the Tagus : while a natire 
of Poland, brought op in obscurity, and 
hardly accounted among the female Candi> 
datos for an European Crown, supplied her 
place. The motive assigned for so extraor. 
dinary a prooeedii^ <m the part of the 0nke 
of Bourbon, was his appr^ensioa that the 
young Kii^, whose delicate Constitution 
seoned scarcely to promise his attaining to 
manhood, dMuld die without issue. 

I haTe been assured by persons conrersant 
IB the secret History of the early part ot 
Louis the Fifteenth's reign, that wfaoi Ae 
Duke of Bourbon determined on disstdving 
the unconsummated Marriage betwe«k the 
joui^ Kii^ and Philip's Dau^ter, he found 
bimadf uiider th^ greatest embaixassmttt, 
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whom to substitute in her room. He had £' 
Sister, Mademoiselle de Sens, bora in 1705,' 
whose age and personal accomplishments: 
i%ndered her a fit Bride for Louia. She then 
resided at the Abbey of Fontevraud in Atyou, 
under the protection of the Abbess ; and it 
was natural for the Duke to desire to raise her 
to the Throne: But, he was tumself enslaved 
to the celebrated Marchioness de Prie, his 
Mistress, who wished to have the merit of. 
naming the future Queen ; in whose House-' 
hold, and about whose person, she aspired to 
occupy a distinguished situation. On the' 
other hand, they both equally dreaded givii^^- 
a wife to their Sovere^, whose Charms, Ta-' 
lents, or Ambition, mi^t impel her to assume 
an empire over his mind. Louis, then only 
entering on his sixteenth year, brou|^t up in 
great seclusion,' scarcely initiated in public 
Business; and though not destitute of talents^ 
yet indolent, of very reserved habits, modest, 
and diffident of himself; would, not impi-eb- 
ably,, like bis uncla Philip the FiAh, beg<^ 
verned by a Queen of energy "or spirit Be^ 
forie the choice fell therefore on the Duke of 
Bourbon's sister, it behoved the Marchioness 
to ascertain whether, if selected for so great 
an elevation, she Would probably manifest 
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ductility of character, gratitude, and attach- 
ment towards the peraon who principally rais- 
ed her to that eminence. In ord^r to obtain 
8atisfiu:tion on a point so important, Madame 
de Prie determined to procure an interview 
with Mademoiselle de Sens, to whom she was 
unknown by person, Uiough not by reputa-' 
tion. Assuming therefore a fictitious name, 
she repaired to Fonterraud/and having been! 
presented -to her, found means to turn the con- 
Tersation on the Marchioness de Prie. Un- 
conscious that the stranger to whom she ad- 
dressed her discourse, was the Marchioness 
herself^ the Princess gave full scope to h^ 
antipathy towards a woman, whom she cou- 
sidered as exercising a pernicious influence 
over her brother's mind. This disclosure of 
her sentiments, at once stopped the further 
prosecution of Madame de Prie's plan for 
placing her on the French Throne, and 
compelled her to turn her views to another 
quarter. 

The Duke of Bourbon, not discouraged by 
the obstacle which difierence ' of religion ud- 
posed, next embraced the extraordinary mea- 
sure of demanding for his master, the.hand of 
an English Princess ; and he named as the 
o 2 
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ofaject of his Mention, t^e eldest Gi^nd^ 
daughter of George the First, Anne, ^vIm) i^f- 
terwards married Wiilinip the fourth, Pripf* 
6f Orange. Tbia ewwt took place ip ITi^ft. 
Howevcv strong loi^i Ite the obje^^oi^ %n^ 
iag ^m her pK^feBsion of the Pro^fS^f^ 
fiuth, vhich ahe must uieoesaarily b»vp r^ 
noanced, in order to aacend the Throne of 
France, yet the offer was alluring ; aoc| Hmt? 
rietta, sister of Charles die Second, had mv 
ried Philip, Duke of Orleans, brother oi hotm 
Ae Fourteenth, after- Cbai4es'a iteatoratiQii. 
But, Geoi^e the First, though gvati&ed by the 
proposition of seeing one of his fttnale de: 
soeudants wear the French Crovn, yet was 
too vise to accept it; well knowing that such 
an Alliance, however splendid in itself, qp 
whatever political advantages it might seem 
to present, would irritate and disgust all ^ 
adherents of the Succession in the House of 
Hanover, l^usfoikd in twa attempts to dis- 
pose of Louis the Fifteenth's hand, and ftrm* 
ly resolved on effecting his marriage without 
Pelay, Madame de Prie cast her eyes on 
Maria Leczinska, the daughter of Stanislaus. 
She ^as then livmg with her £kther, at Weds- 
sembourg in Alsace ; a tovrn situate not &z 
fiwn the Rhine, on the frontier of Germany, 
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lhdil|rlihi th&demimi»ta^ of France; where the 
titttlat- Ki&g of Poland resided in as much 
obeciiHty, as Charles the ^ecoad lived in the 
pt%caling Centuiy at Cologne, dliKng the 
Ph>tectdfate of Croinwell. 80 little expecta- 
tion did he entertmn of matchihg his [daughter 
^th a crowned head, that he had already lent 
a faToni^ble ear to the projiosals of a private 
Nobleman, a subjfect of trance, the Couht 
d'£stf-^s, who offered her Marriage. Stdtli^ 
latis accepted ihk Ofiet-, but desired to delay 
its aciioiuplishment, till hk could prociit^, if 
possible, the honots of a DUchess, at the 
Court of Versailles, for Mademoiselle de 
lieczitiska. 

With that tietr, he actually made ap- 
plications to, tifbtain a Brevet of Duke for 
ffie Count d'Estrees, his destined son-ih-law, 
though tfithout success ; tortflne reserving 
fot her &k first l>iadetn in Eai-ope. Her 
pHncipal l^oihihehd^tiGtl consisted in her 
W£tnt of {je'rsondl att^ction^, the humility df 
her cotiditiod, ahd the obligation to Gratitiide 
xt'liicb she nmst naturally kel for the authors 
Of do «<f^6ilul i. chaitige ifa her Fortiinci. th 
fact, TTatutb had neither bestowed on fier 
fi^Utjr, £le^;an^ of in^utuiers, uoi- iiitelleciual 
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endowments of any kind. Even youth she 
could scarcely be said comparatively to pos- 
sess, as she was already twenty-three years 
of age, whUe her destined husband was only 
sixteen. We know not which to admire 
most, the singularity of such a choice, or the 
passive Apathy displayed by Louis, while his 
Minister and Madame de Prie thus disposed 
of his person. Maria Leczinska brought 
him nothing, as a portion, on the day of her 
nuptials, except modesty, virtue, and good- 
ness of heart. Yet the young King, during 
eleven or twelve years after his marriage, ex- 
hibited a pattern of corgugal fidelity, which 
stands strongly contrasted with Louis the 
Pourteenth's dissolute amours,' at the same 
period of life; though Maria Theresa, daugh- 
ter of Philip the Fourth, could boast of 
much superior personal Charms to the Polish 
Princess. The Duchess' de la VaUere, Ma- 
dame de Montespan, and Madame de Pon- 
tanges, disputed for the possession of Louis 
the Fourteenth's youth. It was not 'till 
Louis the Fifteenth had passed his thirtieth 
yeu", that after becoming successively enar 
moured of the Duchess de Chateau-roux 
and her two Sisters, he sunk first into the 
anns of the Marchioness de Pompadoor, 
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and. IB his old Age resigned himself to the 
disgraceAil Ch^ns of the CouotesB du Barry. 

The Dake de Bourbon's and Madame de 
Prie's period. of power, proved nevertheless 
of short duration. He was banished in 1726, 
to Chantilly, and at that point of time com- 
mences Cardinal Fleury's Administration. 
It lasted nearly as long as Richlieu*B Minis- 
try had done; nam^, about seventeen years ; 
and though Flenry was &r inferim* in strength 
of character, resources, and energy, to. his 
great pEedecessor, yet may France justly feel 
forUm equal gratitude. Pacific, economical, 
unostentations, and mild, he seemed made 
to heal. the -wounds inflicted on thMr Coun- 
try, by the Ambition of Louis the Four- 
teenth, and the Excesses, of the R^;ent K 
Richlien, as we are assured from contempo- 
rary, autiiority, ventured to raise his eyes to 
Anne of Austria, and to make her proposi- 
tions of a libertine nature ; it ia equally a 
&c^ however incredible it may appear, that, 
Fleury, then above seventy years of age, 
carried his presumption still iarther with 
respect to Maria Leczinska. That Princess, 
conscious nevertheless of the ascendant 
. which dw Cardinal had obtained over her 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



88 HtSTORlCAL 

Husband, poesessed too nrach prudence to 
Communicate to him, in the first instanost 
the subject of her complaint. She wisely 
preferred making a Confidant of her fittho-, 
To StfuiislauB she therefore revealed the t» 
merity of the aged Minister, and besoaght 
faim to give h» his advice for her condnct^ 
particularly on the Propriety of her ao> 
quunting Louis with the circumstaAce. Sta- 
nislaus exhorted her, in r^ly, to bury tiM 
secret in her own boscHn ; observing at thf 
same time, that Sovereign Princesses artt 
placed on such an eminence, as afanost t4 
render it impossible for any diwespectfal 
propositions to be made them, unless they 
encourage to a certain degree, such Bdvan^est 
The Queen was discreet otioug^ to adopt 
this judicious and patmial counsel. If I 
bad not received the Anecdote here related, 
from a person, whose intimacy wiUi the ibr 
dividuals composing the Court of Frfln<!e at 
that time, joined to his Yank and h%h ch&« 
racter, left no doubt of its authenticity, I 
should not venture to recount the feet. 

To Louis the Pifteenth, France stands in- 
debted for the acquisition of Lorram, a Tm^* 
ritory of inestimable vidue ; perhaps surpas- 
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sing in r^ importance, any angmeotatlon of 
the Fraich Dominions made by arms, within 
die three last Centuries. Henry the Second 
had conquered Met:;, Ton), and Verdun, 
from the German Empire; besides re^nnex- 
jng Calais, so long held by the English 
Princes. The Counties of Bugey and Bresse, 
coverii^ the Borders on (be side of Savoy, 
were gained by Henry the Fourth. His son, 
Xionis the Thirteenth, or more properly to 
speak, the Cardinal de Aichlieu, added Ron- 
sillon and Cerdagne, situate at one extre- 
mity of the Kingdom, towards Catalonia; 
white in another Quarter, he reduced Artoii 
and Alsace to the Frrach Obedience. Lastly, 
liOuis the Foorteratb, in the course of his 
long, ambitious, and sanguinary Career, ex- 
ceeding in durati(»i eereaty years, not only 
enlaified or strengthoied his frontier along 
the Rhine ; but augmented his Territories by 
the addition of Fruiche Comt6, and of a 
vast portion of Flanders. Yet may we justly 
doobt, whether any of these acquisition's con- 
ferred such strength and security, as the pos- 
session of Lorrain. When we reflect on the 
beauty and extent of that fine Province 
stretching mto the midst of France ; cont>- 
guous oa the IBoMtta Gomany, while on the 
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West, its limits approached Paris itself; — 
we must own that the French seem ungrate* 
All to the monory of a Prince, who by his 
Aims and Negotiations succeeded in retain- 
ing such a tiact of Country. It eiffixed the 
seal to every preceding, efibrt made by their 
Kings or Ministers, for the security, great- 
ness, and protection of France; leaving unac- 
complished no object of wise Anabition. Nor 
can we too severely erasure the inert, or par- 
simonious and narrow policy of Walpole, in 
permitting Cardinal Fleury to iHustrate.hut 
Administration by such an act. - France did 
not indeed, instantly take possession in her 
own name, of the Duchies of Lorrain and 
Bar. Fortune, after raising Maria Leczins- 
ka to the Throne of France, conferred (in 
her father, in recempence. for his ideal Polish 
Crown, those fertile Provinces ;. the enjoy- 
ment and revenues.of which, were secured to 
him for his \i£e. Such a substitution was in 
&ct exchanging the. armour of Diomed, for 
diatofGlaucns; abarren So^tre, for.oneof 
Gold. 

Stanislaus, when this event, took pl^ce.in 
1736, was already nearly sixty, andheremfun-r 
ed during thirty years, Dakeof Lorrain^HiiJ 



7cd3v Google 



' Administration, mild, beneficrat, and liberal, 
rendered him belored by his new 'subjects. 
He embellished Nancy, the Capital; but he 
held his Court and residenee piincipally at 
Luneville, where he expired in consequenice 
of a singular accidmt, having been burnt to 
death. Charles, King of Navarre, suniamed 
the Bad, perished nearly in Ibe same manner, 
about four Centuries earlier, at Pfunpeluna. 
The late Lady Mary Churchill, Sir Robert 
Walpole's dau^ter, who then resided with 
her husband at Lunerille, has more than once 
recounted to me all the particulars of Stanis- 
laus's end. Mr. Churchill and Lady Mary, 
who lived in babits of intimacy wit^i bim, 
dined at his Villa of Bon Secours, a short 
distance from Luneville, on the day pre- 
ceding the Catastrophe which terminated 
bis life. She assured me, that though ex- 

' tremely bent with age-and- infirmities, being 
then near eigbty-nine years old, he retuoed 
both his fiiculties and his good humour. 
Naturally gallant, he had a nominal Mistress, 
the Marchioness deBoufflers, who occupied 
a part of the Palace of Lunerille, and to 
wbom he was much attached; though he ma- 
nifested neither jealousy nor dissatisfectioa at 
her'inreference of a younger Kival. IIi§ own 
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Chancellor had coatrived to insinuate hinistif 
into Madame de Bouffiers* favour ; a fact of 
which the King was not ignorant. Taku^ 
leave of her, one evening, whai retiring to 
his Apartment, after embracing her, " M&n 
Chantelier" added he, " tfOfw dita le restef-^ 
a jocose alluBion to the words with which, as 
is well known, the French Sovereigns, when 
holding a hed of Justice, always finish their 
Harangues. Stanislaus, during the last years 
of his life, withdrew to rest every night, at 
nine o'Ctock, and his departure constituted 
the signal for commeflciog Faro. All the 
person^ of both sexes, composing his Conrt 
and Household, then sat down to that in- 
fiituating Game, which Was continued without 
intermission, to a late hour. But, a circum- 
stance seemingly incredible is, that the n^ 
for it became such, as to attract by degrees 
to the Table, all the Domestics of the P^aoe, 
down to the very Tumspitfi or Bcnllions ; who 
crowding round, staked their Mc%k on the 
Cards, over t^ heads of the company. Such 
a ftct snflclently proves the relaxation of 
maHi^rs which prevtuled hi flie Cohrt ef 
Lorrain, und^ Stanislattsj 

His Death, as Lady Mary Churchill related 
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it to me, took place in February, 1766, in 
the followiEig manner. The qld King, who^ 
like the Poles and Ge^ioans, was inuch ad- 
dicted to smoaking Tqbaccso, usually finisheil 
sevenJ [upei^ every day. Viwig akine, it) an 
updresB, while endeaTonnpg to Itnock out th« 
ashes from his pvp^ he aet fire tp his Gown ; 
and his Valtt da Chambre, 'who aloqe eK vqlsed 
Hbe privil^e of ^tering his Apartm^t,. ^mI 
UBfortuDately just gone into the Town of 
JLuueville. His cries were not imntedJatoly 
heard; but when they reached the Offcer 
stationed on guavd in the outward rooot, h« 
flew to the Kjng'a asuatanoe; and having 
GontriTed to throw him down on the floor, 
die flames were speedily extinguished. He 
might even have survived and recoTered the 
acdd^t, if it had not been acoompanied 
with a siugular drcurastance. Stanidaus, 
who during the last years of bis life, - 

- - cuw Nulnjna ^lAa 
Mon ifsUw m^on fnit, 

had becomie devout ; a^ a penance for his 
T)njmgi*^ifHfif*^> constantly wore under his 
Shirt, nex,t to his flesh, a " Jteliqaaire," qr 
Okdle, made of Silver, haviog points ou the 
insi^,. from 9pace to space. These points . 
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becoming heated, and being pressed into bis 
Body, while in the act of extinguishing the 
fire, caused a number of wounds or sores ; 
the dischai^ fi«m which, at his adTanced 
Age, proved too severe for his enfeebled 
Ccmstitntion. Conscious that his end ap- 
proached, and only a short time brfore it 
took place, he expressed a warm desire to 
see Mr. Churchill and Lady Mary. They 
havi^ immediately waited on him, the King 
received them with great complacency, and 
wid) perfect self-possession; took leave of 
tiiem most cheexAiIly ; remarked the singu- 
larity of his fortune throughout life; and 
added, alluding to the stnmge manner of his 
Death, " // ne manquoit quune pareiUe Mart, 
pour tut Avastturier comme mot." He soon 
afterwards expired ; retaining his senses and 
understanding almost to the last moments of 
his existence. 

If Louis the Fifteenth, by the Peace of 
1736, acquired Lor^ain for France, he co- 
vered himself and his Country with miUtary 
Glory, during the War that commenced in 
1741, on the Death of the £mperor Charles 
the Sixth. Fleury was no more; he and 
Walpole having finished their political Ca^ 
reers, nearly about the same.time. History 
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cab present, ia no period of the World, an 
instance of a first Minister coouneocing his 
Administration, like Fleury, at seventy-three 
years of age, and retaining His power till he- 
was ninety. Such a tact must, indeed, be^ 
considered as an exception to the general 
laws of nature^ moral as well as physical. 
Cardinal Ximenes in Spain, who ^proached 
the nearest to him, died at edghty-one ; and 1 
believe, the Count de Maurepas, under Louis- 
the Sixteenth, almost attained to a similar 
Age. In 1744, the year aft» Flenry's de^ 
cease, Louis was seized, at Metz, with a 
fever, which nearly proved &tal. If he had 
expired at that time, as was expected to. 
happen every Moment, during several suc- 
cessive Days, his memory would have been 
embalmed in the hearts of his subjects, and. 
of mankind. Never were more ardent, or 
more universal Vows ofiered up to Heaven 
by the Koman People, for the recovery of 
Crermanicus, or for the Preservation of Titna, 
than were made by the French Nation, for 
his restoration! They were unfortunately 
heard, and we are forced to ^claim with 
Juvenal, 

" Pronda Pompeio dederat Campanis Febrea 
OptandBa : sed multe Urbes, et publics Vote 
Vicemnt." 
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Though Loais, like Pompey, surTived- 
these testimonies of popular favour, yet, dur- 
ing the whole course of that War, down to 
its tennination in 1748, he continued to de> 
serve, and to retain, the affections of the Na* 
tiou. Four brilliant and triumphant Cam- 
paigns, in one of which be was personally 
present, reodared him Master of all the Aus- 
trian Netherlands. The milittury Troi^ues 
4^ Marlborough, erected forty years earlier 
oo the same plains, were lost at Fontenoy, 
at Raucoox, and at Lafeldt. Greater by his 
ModeraticHi, than erm by his Conquests, 
liOuis gave Peace to Europe at Aix-la-Cba- 
pelle, whoi Holland lay q>en to his attack ; 
and when Mr. Pelbam, who was then at 
the head of tibe Councils of England, pos- 
sessed neither pecuniary nor military re* 
sources for maintaining the Contest. Louis 
the Fourteenth may undoubtedly have in- 
spired more terror at certain periods of his 
rc^ ; but never excited-more respect, than 
did his Successor at the Cmiclusion of the 
great War, which took place on the acces- 
sion of Maria Theresa. 

It forms a curious subject of re6ection, 
that the Armies of France, during this sploi- 
did portion of Louis the Fifteenth's veign, 
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^ben be thas over-ran the Lqw Countries, 
. were commaDded by Foreigners. To Ctmd^, 
Turenne, and Luxepabourg, had succeeded 
Gatinat, Vendonie, Boufflers, and Villara: 
but Uiese last Generals left no successors. 
Id 1734, Villars, at n^ar four-score, remained 
the 8(Je survivor of those illustrious Com- 
manders, who, from Rocroi down to Denain, 
from 1643 to 1712, had carried victory over 
so many Countries' of Burope. An Knglish- 
man, the Duke of Berwick, nalmxd Son of 
James the Second by Arabella Churchill, 
Sister of the great Duke of Marlborough, 
was plaped at the head of the French forces 
on the Rhine, in 1734 : while a German and 
a Dane subjected Flanders to Louis the Fif- 
teenth, betwe^i 1743 and 1748. Marshal 
Saxe, the former of these Gaierals, attained 
a:miUtaTy, reputation hardly exceeded by any 
individual in modem Times. LowendahU 
the other, was immortalized by the Capture 
c€ Bergen-op-Zoom, then r^^arded as the 
most impr^inable fortress on the Continent. 
Both, survived the peace of Aix-Ia-Chapell^ 
only a few years. I have been in the Apart: 
ment pf the Palace of Chambord, near Blois, 
where Marshal $axe expired in November, 
1760; extenuated by pleasures which had 

VOL. I. H 
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enervated his Herculean Frame, and pro- 
duced his premature end, at fifty-fonr years 
of age. The natural son of Augustas the 
Second, King of Poland, and Elector td 
Saxony, by the beautiful Countess of Koni^ 
mark, he inherited from hifi &ther, an extra- 
ordinary degree of bodily Strength; but, 
Hke Milo in Antiquity, 

" Viribua iUe 
ConfliDs periit* edminmdisque LuMtis.' 

At Chambord, where he maintained a 
magnificent Establishment daring the two 
last Years of his Life, he constantJy enter- 
tained a company of Comedians, as a So- 
vereign Prince. Mademoiselle Chantilly, an 
Actress and a Dancer in high reputation at 
Paris, handng, from her persMial Beauty, no 
less than ftom her theatrical Merit, attracted 
the Marshal's attention ; had, some years 
earlier, accompanied him on his Campaigus 
in'the Netherlands, as his Mistress. While 
he was engaged in the Si^e of Maestricht, 
Favart, a man who had found means to ren* 
der himself Master of her Afl^tioas, carried 
her off to Paris. After the Termination of 
the War, Marshal Saxe oansed proposals 
to foe made her, for repairing to Chambord, 
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to p^oim on bis Theatre. Bat she, who 
was married to Favart, knowing the Mar- 
shal's deai^s, rejected all his offers. la 
this BUemtna, determined again to gain pos- 
session of her, he applied to Monsieur de 
Berruyer, then -Lieutenant de PoUce, request- 
ing him to compel her to riait Chambord. 
Berruyer, desirous of obliging Marshal Saxe, 
made use of every Aliment, and raiforced 
them by very ample pecuniary ofiers. Find- 
ing, however, all his exertions fruitless, he 
sent her a Lettre de Cachet, ordering her. 
immediately to Prison, or to Chambord. We 
must own that this atrocious abuse of power, 
which reminds us of Appius Claudius and 
Virginia, in the Consular Ages of Rome; 
excites indignation against a Minister capa- 
ble of thus prostituting his official Functions, 
in <H-d€ar to gratify the depraved and licen- 
tions Appetites of an exhausted Voluptuary, 
Thus pressed between imprisonment and the 
sacrifice of hsi person, she preferred the 
latter expedient ; as many other Women 
m^ht have done under her Circumstances, 
without perhaps incurring eith^ apy deep 
degree of Culpability, or exciting any strong 
emotions of moral Reprobation. Pity, iq. 
deed, rather than Condemnation, arises in 
R 2 
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the mind of every liberal Mod, <m sucb a 
recital. It is difficult to relate the sequel of 
the story, without iavoluntarily woauding^ 
Decorum : yet may the Moral that it contains^ 
almost a[K>Iogize for such a deviation, or ki 
some degree eveo demand it. Madame Fa- 
vart having been reluctantly conducted to the 
Marshal's Bed, afiervrards expressed herself 
with some contempt respecting him. Piqued 
at the insinuation, he had recourse to those 
Expedients, which Pope, one of the most 
correct of modem Poets, who exclain^, 

" Cunt be (he Verse, how aoft soe'er it flow, 
Tbat lends to m&ke one Honeat Man my Foe ; 
Give Virtue Scandal, Innocence a Fear> 
Or from the aoft-eyed Virgin steal « Tear;* 

yet las not hesitated to enumerate to hiit 
Poem of " January and May." The 4ui- 
iliary proved too powerful for the principal, 
and produced his Death within a short time> 
He expired nearly in the same mann«- ad 
the Regent Duke of Orleans had done, about 
twenty-five years earlier ; a Prince, to whom^ 
both in his virtues, his endowments of mind, 
and his defects or vices, Marshal Saze exUd- 
bit ed some Analogy. 
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Louis the Fifteenth not only occupied the 
Vfoet distinguished pldce tunoiig the European 
Sovereigns and Powers, during the period of 
nearly eight years, which intervened between 
the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and the com- 
iqcDcement of the War of 1 766 ; but, for a con- 
siderable time subsequent to that rupture, 
erery success obtained was on the side of 
France. Beyondthe Atlantic, in the Mediter- 
ranean, in Germany,^ as well as on the French 
Coasts and Shores, her Anns n)aintaiQ<- 
jed their ascendancy. , Mezerai, or Voltaire, 
might have expatiated with exultation and 
pleasure, on the events of Minorca, of Ticon- 
derago, of Braddock's Defeat in Carolina, of 
Closter-seven, of St. Cas, and of Rochfort ; 
as, on the other hand, assuredly neiUier 
Hume Dor Smollet could have derived from 
the narration of those unfortunate urdisgrace- 
ful Transactions, any subject of Triumph. 
That Lotus, no less than his People, sunk 
under the energies of the first Mr. Pitt, be- 
tweea 1759 and 1762, must be admitted: 
bqt, all the atchierements of tiiat great Mi- 
nister, in both Hemispheres, on the land and 
on. the water, fi'om the Philippines to Cuba. 
and from Cape Breton to Senegal, were sa- 
crificed at the peace of Fontainbleau. We 
fleemed to faave'humbled the two Branches 
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of the House of Bourbon, only to re-coib- 
strnct their fallen power: reBtoring all that 
we ought in wisdom to hare retiuned : and 
retaining or acquiring all that in policy we 
should have surrendered to France and Spain. 
Witness Canada and Florida, which we pre^ 
served ! Witness the Havanna, Martinique, 
Guadaloupe, and so many other Islands or 
Settlements which we ceded ; not to include 
in the list, Manilla, a capture unknown to 
the British Ministry who signed' the Treaty, 
and of which the ransom has never been 
paid, down to the present moment I Even 
the popularity of Geoi^ the Third, sustained 
by the most irreproachable and exemplary 
display of private virtues, could not stand the 
shock of such a Peace ; which covered him 
witJi nearly as much Obloquy, as that of 
Utrecht had inflicted on Queen Anne. 

France, from 1763 to 1770, repaired her • 
losses ; and while her Councils were guided 
by the vigorous, as well as enterprizing Mind 
of Choiseul, Louis the Fifteenth, however 
vanquished he might have been in the pre- 
ceding contest, re-appeared with at least as 
much Dignity on the Theatre of Europe, as 
Louia the Fourteenth had done after Ae War 
<rf the Succession. Choiseul, s^ure on tB« 
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side of Flanders and of Germany, ^j the Al- 
liance subsisting^ with the House of Anitria 
since 1756, extmded succonrs to the Pcdidi 
Insui^^its, against Catherine the Secmd; 
laid the foundations oi the. Swedish Revoln- 
tioQ, which was effected by Gustavus the 
Third in 1 772 ; and reduced to the Obedience 
of his Master, the Island of Corsica, nearly 
about the time when that Country gave Birth 
to a Man, whose relentless and insatiable 
Ambition or Vmgeance, hare equally laid 
waste the Territory of France, and polluted 
by his Crimes, or converted into a Desot, the 
most Bourishing Kingdoms of the ContinenL 
The unireTsal abhorroice excited by his 
Atrocities, renders it unnecessary to name a 
Monster, whose rery existence, and still 
mor^ whose &Tonred place of retreat, ao 
Island situate oq the delicious shore of Tus- 
cany, midway between L^hom and Toulon, 
surrounded by the Splendor of a Prince, 
seem to reproach the justice, no less than the 
policy, of the European Powers.* 

* The Erent* which htre taken Place aince the Autvnui 
nf 1814, when theu Bcmark* were made od the Selection 
<^ the Iile ot £tba fur Bonaparte'a Uenieuce, haTc too wall 
pivrtd tbdr Sdldity. 
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Louis the Fifteenth, like his Predecessor, 
survived his only Son ; justifying the Roman 
Poet's remark on the evils that accompuiy 
and diaracterize longevity, when he says* — 

" Hkc data Pobim tUn viTeiitibiii, ut rcDonu 
Semper elide Domua, mulli* id luctibiu, k«fi» 
Perpptuo MffTOre, et nigra v^te Koeacatit." 

The Dauphin Louis died at Fontainbleau, 
t6vrards ibe end of 1765, at the age of about 
thirty-«ix. Whether yie consider his Death 
abstractedly, with reference to his Characto^ 
and mental qualities ; or whether we try it 
by the calamitous rdgn of his son, which 
may be said, without a Met^hor, to have ' 
brought Prance to the Block ; we must be 
compelled to regard the Dauphin's prema* 
ture £nd, as one of the most unfortunate 
ev^ts which could have taken place for the 
French Monarchy, and for the House of 
Bourbon. It was produced, as I have been 
assured by persons who had frequent access 
to him, and who enjoyed a distinguished 
place in his confidoice; from the effect of 
Medicines which he took, in order to repel 
or to disperse an eruption that appeal 
near his Mouth. He was syppmed to have 
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fxagbt the Disorder from his irife the Dan- 
phiness, a Princess of Saxony, daughter of 
Augustus the Third, King of Poland, ^trho 
had a violait scorbutic humour in her Blood. 
Malignity proceeded so far, as even to accuse 
the King his Father of having caused the 
Dauphin's deatii, by administering to him 
slow poison; a circumstance principally 
founded on the state of extenuation and lan- 
guor to which 'he was reduced, during the 
long: malady that brought him to the Grave ; 
but, for which atrocious imputation, not. the 
slightest foundation existed in truth. 

Louis the Fifteenth, though naturally io- 
dolait, as well as afterwards dissolute ; and 
though he became, like Tiberius, prodigate 
towards^the close of his life; mant^ted no 
cruelty, nor systematic atrocity of characta-. 
He nether resembled Louis the Eleventh, 
nor Bonaparte. His Son possessed firmness 
of mind, and a solid understanding, cniti- 
rated by polite letters.' For the society of 
Men distinguished by Talents of any kind, 
the Ddnphin displayed as strong a partiality, 
as the King b^rayed a Disinclim^oo, 
throughont his whole reign. Devout, and 
in some d^;ree tinctured with Bigotry, he 
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aerertheless sought occasionB of conversing 
with individuals, known to faave embraced 
ideas adverse to the Catholic Faith, as well 
as subvei^ive of revealed Religion. With 
David Hwme, then Secretary to the English 
Embassy at Paris, and at the summit of his 
literary reputation; or as the " Heroic Epis- 
tle" says, " drunk with Gallic Wine, and 
" Gallic Praise ;" tiie Dauphin, not a great 
while before his decease, held a long conver- 
sation, principally turning on points connect- 
ed with philosophical Disquisition. When 
Hume was presented to him, " I know," 
said he, *' that you hold very free opinions 
" on matters connected with Revelation ; 
" but my principles are fixed, and ther^re 
" speak out to me ; for otha*wise i should 
" only be conversing with a man in a Mask." 
He was the tiiird DaI^)hin in hereditary de> 
scent, who had attained to maiAood without 
ascending the Fnoich Throne, within the 
short space 0/ fifty-four years. His Death 
was followed, at no \aag interval of time, by 
tiiat of Ibe Danj^iiness his widow, and die 
Queen his mother; leaving Louis the Fif' 
teenth at nearly sixty, surroanded by his 
Daug^tier^ and bu Grandchildren. 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



MBHOIKS. 107 

' VaqueBti&aahly, tiie four last yean of his 
reign were passed in a maimer woiihy of Saiv 
danapalns; oblirious of his pnblic Duties, 
insensible to national Glory, and lost to every 
sentimfint of private Virtue, or erea of De- 
icorum- From the iiutant that, dimnssing 
Choiseul from his Councils, and rejecting 
^e favorable opportunity offered him by the 
dispute which arose between England and 
Spain, r^ative to the Falkland Islands, for 
recovmng Ae Honor, as well as the Tati- 
^ries, lost by fVance during tiie preceding 
War; he abandoned hims^to pleasnreeno 
longer suited to his age ; — from that nuHuent, 
Jie became an object of Contempt and Op- 
probrium to his own Subjects. Unfortanate- 
ly for his Fame, he has been jnincipally tried 
and estimated by this ii^lorioiis portion of 
his life. Yet, even while the Dukes of Ai- 
gnillon and of Richlieu directed pnblic 
Affairs, while the Great Seal of France was 
entrusted to Manpeou, while the Finances 
were abandoned to the Abb6 Terray, and 
while a Woman of the most libertine descrip- 
tion, Madame du Barry, presided over his 
looBO* Hours ; he at least exerted some prooA 
of vigor in his treatment of the PdrUaments 
of his Kingdom, i^hom' he cootroled and 
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banidied: unlikehis yielding Successor, who 
sufiered bitiiBelf to be OTerwhelmed under 
the progressive efl^ts of popular ItmoTatioD. 

When we compare the concluding years 
of Louis the Fourteenth's reign, from 1712, 
to 1715, with the termination of his great 
Grandson's life, from .1770 to 1774 ; we shall 
see that the Court was alike, in both in- 
stances, completely under female control. 
It would indeed be as unjust to place Ma: 
dame du Bairy in competitioii with Madame 
de Maintoion ; as to eleriate Thais or Cam- 
pa^, to a level with Aspasia, or with Livia. 
Yet did the Palace add Court of the form^ 
Prince, exhibit as d^rading a scene of min- 
gled Hypocrisy, Bigotry, and Superstition ; 
as Versailles displayed a spectacle of De- 
bauch and Itcmtions Pleasure, under, the 
latter Sovereign. If it were permitted to 
cite as authority for this assertion, the 
'' Pue^" of Voltaire; a Poem no less cap- 
tivating from its wit, than dangerous from its 
spirit and toidaicy ; bat, the historical Por- 
traits scattered throughout which pro^uc- 
HaOt are sketched with adinirable ability, by 
a master hand ; we mi^t there behold the 
igBominiooB figure which *' the Fhoemx of 
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the Bourbons" presented in tbe erenh^ of 
bis life, surrounded by Devotees, Priests, 
and Monks, 

" Hercnle en Froc, ef Priape eo Sontane." 

Louis the Fifteenth, during his last yearff^ 
excites neTertbeless more disgust than his 
Predecessor, because it is unqualified by 
any sentiment of pity, or of respect His 
Death, which took place under these circum- 
stances, was hailed by the French, as the 
J&A of their liberatibn from a yoke equally 
disgraceful and severe : while the new Re^ 
awEd^ened in a Nation characterized by its 
superficial or sanguine frame of inind, the 
most extravagant visions of friture i^city. 
We may however safely assume that Loois 
the Fifteenth, who had refriaed to join Charles 
the Third of Spain in 1770, when every cir- 
cumstance invited him to a rupture with 
England ; and who was known to have takat 
an unaltd*able determination of termlniUing 
his life in peace; — we may be assured that 
such a Prince, at ftixty-eight or sermty, 
«ould not have neat La Fayette and Ro- 
chambeau across the Atlantic, thov to im- 
l^be tile prq[iciiplM Of Rebellion and Re- 
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publicauiBm, with which they returned to 
inocujate France, and td subvert the Throne. 
Louis the Sixteenth, only four years atfter 
his Accession, in 1778, embraced, thongh 
against \m own judgmoit, this pernicious 
and improvident measure, from which, in an 
eminent d^ree, flowed the destruction of his 
House. So true is it, that — 

" Erartere Dookw tolu, <^>tanttbiu ipab, 
SfAcUef." 

We cannot reflect without some surprise, 
that Louis the Fifteenth manifested more at- 
tention during his last illness, to the wdt 
bdng and support of Madame du Barry, his 
Mistress, after his decease ; than his Prede- 
cessor displayed for Maduue de Maintenon, 
to whom h^ had been united near thirty 
years, by the legitimate ties of Marriage. 
Scarron's Widow possessed nothing as her 
own individual property, on the first of Sep- 
tender, 171S, when Loois the Fourteenth 
lH«athed his lost, exoqit the Estate of Main- 
tfflon, in the Vicinity of Paris, which she had 
purchased ; and a Pension from the Crown, 
of two thousand Louis d'Ora a year: while 
the former, besides t^e imineasc pecuniaiy 
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gr^ttfieations which she had recdved &om 
her Royal LoTer during th^ period of her 
&Tor, was presented by him with the beau- 
tiiid Chateau «td Estate of Ludenne, situate 
near Marly. Yet Louis the Fourteoith, b«- 
- fore he expired, couteated himself with cmly 
recommautin^ hia future widow, to the pro- 
teetion of the Duke of Orleans. His Suc- 
cessor, on the contrary, at an early period 
of his disorder, after expressing the utmost 
anxiety respecting his Mistress, delivered into 
the Duke d'Aiguillon's hands, confidentialjy 
for her use in the event of bis own Decease, 
a Port- Folio contaiiung in Notes, the sum of 
Aree Millions of Lirres, or about one huiv- 
dred and twenty thousand Pounds Sterling. 
The Duke, with the true Spirit of a Courtier, 
carried this Depoat to the new King. 

At sixty-four, Louis the Fifteenth died of 
the small-pox, at Versailles ; as his Grand- 
&ther, the Dauphin, only Son of Louis the 
Fourteenth, was carried off at the Palaoe 
of Mendon, by the sune Malady, in 1711. 
While any reftsonable expectations of his re- 
covery were entertained, Madame du Bariy 
ctmtanued her attaidance about his pen<»; ' 
everyidea of the nature ofiaa Disease, being 
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stndiously concealed from him : nor was be 
permitted to regard himself in a lodking- 
GUss, lest he should discover the change 
effected in his countenance, by the Pustule* 
which covered his lace. The Duke de Rich- 
lieu even kept guard at the Door of his Bed- 
chamber, to prevent the intrusion of any 
Priest or Ecclesiastic who might procure ad- 
mission, and by warning him of his danger, 
awaken his apprehensions of Eternity. But, 
no sooner was his idarmii^ situation under- 
stood, and the apparent improbability of his 
surviving the attack of so malignant a Di»- . 
temper, became disseminated abroad; than 
Madame Louisa of France, the King's young- 
est daughter, who had taken the Veil as a 
Carmelite Nun, quitting the Convent of which 
she was Prioress at St. Denis, repaired to 
Vo^ailles. With irresistible importunity she 
demanded admittance to her Father, whom 
she admonished of his perilous state, and 
impending Dissolution: he was already sink- 
ing under the ravages of the Disease, which 
left no hope of bis surmounting its violence. 
Madame du Barry had been sent away some 
Days before, to Lnsiome. The King ex- 
pired in a narrow white Bed, plat^ be- 
tween two windows of his Apartment, whick 
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were constantly kept open on account of the 
heat pf the 'Weather, though the Season of 
theyear was hy no lueans advanced, it bang 
only the 10th day of May, 1774. These par- 
ticulars have all beoi related to me, not long 
after they took place, by a Gentleman, one 
of his Pages, who att«ided him throug;hout 
the whole course of his DUorder. 

It is obvious, after a Consideration of these 
Facts, that the successor of Louis the Fif 
teenth mast have ascended the Throne under 
the most ^tvourable Auspices. To the ma- 
jesty of the first European Crown, he added 
the brilliancy of opening life, not having 
yet completed his twentieth year. But, 
though young, Louis possessed nether the 
Graces, the activity, nor the elasticity o( 
mind, usually characteristic of Youth. Hear 
vy, inert, inclined to Corpnl^icy, and des- 
titute of .all aptitude for any exercises of the 
body, except Hunting; he seemed, like James 
the First of Englimd, unfit for appearing in 
the Field. His manners were shy; a na- 
tural result of his neglected Education; 
which made Madame du Barry commonly 
call him, during his Grandfather's life, *' Le 
gros Gargon, taal^levL" Yet never did any 

VOL. I. I 
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Prince manifest more rectitude of intention, 
greater prolnty, or a wanner desire to ad- 
rance the felicity of his people. Nor was 
his Understanding by any means inadequate 
to fulfilling those boieficent 'designs. He 
eren endeavoured, at an early period of his 
reign, to repair the want of preceding In- 
gtruction, by int^ise private application. 
For Get^rapfay, he displayed an uncommcm- 
passion; and it is welt known, that none of 
his Ministers equalled him in that branch of 
Knowledge. Before 1778, when the French 
Cabinet embraced the injudicious determi- 
nation of aiding the Americans, by siding 
out D'Estaign with a Fleet to thor support; 
the King bad rendered himself so perfect a 
master of the Topography of the Trans-at- 
lantic Continent, that from tbe River St. 
Laurence, to the Southern extremity of Flo- 
rida, not a bead-land, a Bay, a River, or 
almost an Inlet, were unknown to him. 
Warmly attached to tbe Queen his wife, and 
indisposed to Connexions of Gallantry, his 
nuptial fidelity could admit of no dispute; 
and in all the relations of domestic life, he 
might be esteemed not only blameless, but 
meritorious. George the Third could hardly 
lay claim to higher moral esteem and ,appro- 
bation, in bis private Character. 
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Impressed with deep sentimeDts of filial 
piety, and of respect for the memory, as well 
as for the ' precepts or advice, of his Fath^ 
the Daaphiu; he selected his Ministers in 
compliance with that Prince's written instruc- 
tions, which he had carefally preserved, and 
rdigiously obeyed. Those instructioDS im- 
pelled him to place the Cowit de Maurepas at 
the head of the new Administration, though 
that Nobleman had then attained a very ad- 
vanced period of life. He was indeed as old 
as the Cardinal de Fleury, when he assumed 
the management of Affairs, having attained 
his seventy-third year, in 1774 ; and having 
passed the preceding twenty-five years in 
exile, at Bourges, the obscure Capital of the 
central and secluded Province of Berri. It 
nmy however be justly questioned, whether 
in this choice, Louis the Sixteenth was fortu- 
nate. Maurepas, though a Man of superior 
talents, who preserved in age, all the freshness 
.of his intellect; yet plunged his Country into 
ihe Alliuice with America, which proved 
jeventually, at no great distance of time, the 
leadii^ source of all the Revolutionary Ca- 
lamities that have desolated France. In his 
selection of Vergennes for the foreign Depart- 
ment, the King apparently manifested more 
i2 
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discernment. I was at Stockholm, in June, 
1774, when the Courier, who brought the in- 
telligence of Louis the Fifteenth's Death, de- 
livered to Monsieur de Vergennes, then the 
French Embassador at the Court of Sweden; 
letters recalling him to Paris, in order to 
form a Member of the Cabinet. Happily for 
themselves, neither Maurepas nor Vergennes 
survived to witness the Commencement of 
the Revolution; 

If a Combination of almost all those qua- 
lities or endowments, which in a private 
station, conciliate esteem and excite respect, 
could have secured to Louis the Sixteentii 
a tranquil reign, he might justly have prfr 
tended to that felicity. But, unfortunately, 
he wanted the bolder and more affirmative 
features of the mind, which confirm domi- 
nion, repress or extinguish innovation, re- 
tain the various classes of subjects in their . 
respective Orbits, inspire becoming appre- 
hension; and preserve the Throne from in- 
sult or attack. These defects had not in- 
deed become apparent to the Nation at 1^^, 
as early as 1776; bntthey were not the less 
obvious to such Individuals as had access 
to his Person and Court . Perh^s, had he 
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succeeded in more tranquil Tunes, or if he 
had been the inuoediate successor of Louis 
the Fourteenth ; under nrhom, although the 
Monarchy was convulsed, and had' been aU 
most orertjurDed by foreign Enemies towards 
the Conclusion of that Reign, yet the Monar- 
chic^ principle and power remained firmly 
rooted in' public opinion; he might have 
mamlained himself in his elevation. But, 
eveai before the commoicemeni of the Amo- 
rican War, Voltaire, Rousseau, and their Pis^ 
ciples, bad undermined both the foundations 
of the Throne and of the Altar, by inculcai- 
,ing philosophical Principles; 'which, faoiwerer 
&8dnating in ^pearance, wece calculated in 
their results, to propd the inferior ranks upon 
4he upper Ord^s of Society. A spirit of dis- 
quisition, of disconteiit, of complaint, and of 
reform, which pervaded not only the mass of 
the French Population, but, which had in- 
fected even the Army, the Navy, and how- 
ever strat^e it may seem, the Church itself; 
menaced the most alarming Consequences, 
Henry the Fourth and Sully would have 
anticipated and suppressed it in the Birth. 
Xiouis the Thirteenth and Richlieu would 
have combated and vanquished it in the 
¥vAA, Louis the Fourtcieiidi and J^uvoif 
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would have either dispersed, or have oTer- 
aved and intimidated it, by Measures c^ 
Vigor. Even the Regent Duke, Flenry, or 
Choiseol, would not have supinely allowed 
it to mature its destnictiTe powers, tiU it 
hurst into » Conflagration. 

If ever France stood in need of a strong, 
and even a severe Ruler, it was at the death 
of Louis the Fifteenth ; when the person of 
the Prince, and the Throne itself, were alike; 
although from difieroit causes, fySlea into 
unir^^ Contempt. A SoTere^ of energy, 
who had possessed military talents, and who 
instead of breaking the Household Troops, 
disarming the royal Authority, and then 
imprudently convoking the States General -; 
would have mounted on horseback, placed 
a strong Garrison iu the Bdstile, arrested the 
first instigatfH^ to Sedition, s^it the Duke of 
Orleans to tlie Castle of Vincennes, and put 
himself at the head of his Army in the last 
resort, against his rebellious Subjects;- — such 
a King might have defied the Revoiuti(Hi. 
But, Louts the Sixteenth laboured under a 
double inaptitude, mwal and ph^ical He 
was the only Monarch «nce Philip of Va- 
low, if not the »iigle instance that occnni 
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■since Hugh Capet, the Founder of the tiiird 
Pynasty, who never had, oa any occasioB, ap- 
peared iD:per80D among his soldiers. Lonii 
the Fifteenth, md his Son ' the Dauphin* 
ihoiigh neither of them were distinguished 
by martial ardor, yet assisted in the field, 
made a nominal Campaign in the Nethen 
lands ; a&d were stationed by Marshal Saxe 
in such a manner, at the B^tle of Fontenoy, 
as at least to be spectators of, if not partici- 
intors in, the Victory gained on that metnop- 
able Day. Their ill-fated Descendant eould 
nerer be propelled into such exertions, and 
he even betrayed a dislike towards shewing 
himself «A the peacefid Ceremony of a Re- 



His personal Courage itaeif, whatever flat- 
tery may assert, or candour may suggest, 
was problematical. That be displayed pre- 
sence of mind. Calmness, and contempt of 
Death, when surrounded by a furious popu> 
lace, in October, 1780, at Versailles, and 
in June, 1792, at the Tuilleries, cannot be 
disputed. But, on the Scaffold, in January, 
1793, for the perfoiinance of which last act 
he must nevertheless have been prepared, by 
all tite aids of Reflection, and all the supports 
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of Religion ; he did not comport himself vit]i 
the serenity and seif-posseSHon that chsrac- 
terized Charles the First, end Mary, Queen 
of Scots, when laying down their Heads on 
the Block. It must however be admitted 
on the other hand, that the Guillotine, which 
was only an ab-ocious revolutionary Eng^ne^ 
invented, not so much to abbreviate the suf- 
lerings of the condemned individual, as to 
fiiciUtate the despatch of a number of victims 
with certainty, in a ehorter space of time; 
bereaved Death of all its grace and dignity. 
I have likewise seen and read very strong 
attestations to the firmness, displayed by the 
King of France in his last Moments. On the 
26th of January, 1793, the day on which the 
official account of his Execution arrived in 
London ; being alone with the Duke of Dor- 
set, who was then Lord Steward, at St. 
James's Palace, he received a note, which he 
immediately shewed me, and which I copied 
on the spot It contained these words :-— 

" Paris, 21st Jaoiury, 12 o'Clodc 
" lie unfortunate Lduib is no more. He suf- 
fered Death this Mornii^, at ten o'Clock, with th« 
most heroic Courage." 
5* To the Duke of Dorset" 
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The note faad.no signature, but the Duke 
told me, that he knew both the hand-writiDg 
and the writer. : Yet I have been assured that 
. Louis, attempted to resist or impede the Exe- 
cutioners ; who, impatioit for obvious Rea- 
sons, to finish the performance, used a d^;!^ 
of vioteace, threw him down forcibly on the 
plank, in which act his &ce was torn, and 
finally thrust him under the Guillotine. 
The Hope and Expectation of a Rescue, 
which he unquestionably nourished down to 
,the last Moment, might, I am well aware, 
explain t'ue King's motive for protracting 
the Time, without impedchiog his Courage; 
and might throw an Air of Irresolution over 
his Deportment. But, his Queen and his 
-Sister displayed more Decision. M^e 
Antoinette, . and Madame Elizabeth, each, 
exhibited in turn, ,one, the Heroism of an 
elevated mind, superior to Death; the other, 
the calm resignati(m;of a Saint and a Martyr, 
under the .same Circumstances. Even 4he 
Diike of Orleans himself, covered as he was 
with Crimes and Turpitudes, yet derived 
firom Despair a species of affirmative Courage, 
hurried to the place of Execution, ascended 
the Scaffold with Rapidity, qnd rushed upoo 
-bis late. 
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Id the Sununer of 1776, wheA I quitted 
France, Marie ADtoiaette may be ssid to 
have reached the sninmit of her Beauty, and 
of her p<^ularity. Her £iTor with the 
Nation at hit^ declined from the period 
of her Brother the £mperor Joseph the 
Second'e visit to Paris, in 1777 ; after which 
interview between them, h^ enemies, with 
equal ^sity and malignity, accused her of sa- 
crificing both the treasures and the interests 
of the French Monarchy, to her Austrian 
connexions. Her personal charms, which 
Burke has overrated, consisted more in her' 
elevated manner, lofty demeanour, and Graces 
of deportment, all which announced a Queen, 
than in her features or Countenance, which 
vranted softness and r^olaiity. She had be- 
sides weak, or rather, inflamed Eyes ; but, her 
Complexion, which was dazzling, aided by 
youth, and all the Decorations of Dress, in 
which Ornaments she displayed great Taste, 
imposed on the beholder. In the national 
estimation, h» greatest defect at this period 
of life, consisted in her Sterility ; she havii^ 
been manried full six years, without givii^ 
any apparent prospect of issue. But, Anne 
of Austria had temained nearly two and 
twenty yeara under the same reproach, be-- 
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fore she brought into the world Loais the 
Fourteenth. The Count de Provence was 
likewise destitute of anj Children, though as 
early as 1771 he had espoused a Daughter 
of the King of Sardinia; while the Count 
d'Artois, youngest of the three Brothers, 
married to another Princess of Savoy, was 
already become a &ther. His son, bom in 
1775, had been created Duke d'Ai^ouleme. 
Both the King and the Count de Provence 
were then gener^Iy regarded, in different 
ways, as equally inapt for the purposes of 
Marriage. It had nevertheless been ascer- 
tained, that Louia the Sixteenth laboured 
under no impediment for perpetuating his. 
race, except a slight defect in his physical 
.Org^ization, easily susceptible of relief by 
asuTgical Operation; but, to undca^o which, 
he for a long time manifested great rq>ug- 
nance. The importance of the case, and the 
pressii^; instances which were made to him, 
having at length however surmounted his 
scruples, he submitted to it; and the Queoi. 
lay in of a Daughter in December, 1778, 
whose unmerited sufferings, filial Piety, and 
hooic virtues, have justly endeared her to 
all Europe. But, Marie Antoinette did not 
till several years later, produce a Danphin. 
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Of the three Royal Brothers, the Count 
d'Artois had been cast by Nature, in the most 
graceful Mould. All the Dignity of Lonis 
the Fourteenth, had exclusively descended to 
faim. His elder Brother, the Count de Pro- 
vence, who resembled the King in his pe^on, 
was less known to the Nation, in 1776, than 
either of the others. Moderate in his charac- 
ter, and of retired habits; possessing a strong 
mind, and a highly cultivated understanding, 
but, destitute of brilliant or of dangerous ta- 
lents, he approved himself on all occasions, 
the most submissive of subjects. Both the 
younger Princes resided constantly at Ver- 
sailles, in a part of the Royal Palace; accom- 
panied the K(ng, whenever he r^aired to 
Compi^gne or to Fontainbleau; commonly ati 
tended him at Mass, as well as to the Chace; 
and never absented themselves, even on an 
excursion to Paris, without his permission. 
Philip, Duke de Chartres, too well known 
to us by his vindictive and criminal political 
intrigues, which at a more recent period have 
conduced in so great a d^ree, to the subver- 
sion of the House of Bourbon; was already 
follen, at the Time of which I speak, under 
the public condemiution or contempt. He 
had tbea, been married several years, tQ ttie 
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sole Daug'hter and Heiress of the Duke de 
Penthi^vre, last male of the illegitimate De- 
scendants of Louis the Fourteenth; and the 
popular voice accused him of having plunged 
the Prince de Lamballe, his Brother-in-law, 
the Duke de Penthi^vre's only Son, into the 
Debaucheries which terminated his life in 
the flower Of his age. That young Prince 
espoused, at a very early period, one 'of 
the Princesses of Carignan, collaterally de- 
scended from the House of Saroy; whose 
tragical end in 1 792, when she was massacred 
at the Prison of Im Force in Paris, forms a 
revolting feature of the great Act of Blood, 
d«iominated " The French Revolution." 

As the Prince de Lamballe left no issue, 
the Duke de Chartres was asserted to have 
accelerated, or rather to have produced his 
Death, from the sordid, as well as detestable 
motive, of inheriting, in right of his Consort, 
the vast Estates of Fenthifevre. However 
destitute of proof, and perhaps even of just 
foundation, may have been this imputation ; 
yet the character and notorious profligacy 
of the Duke, obtained for it universal Belief. 
Affectii^ to emulate the R^ent Duke of . 
Orleans, bis great Grandfather's Example, 
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whose Portrait was always suspended close 
to his Bed ; he ooly imitated that PriDce in 
the licentious depravity of his Mannejra, and 
the abandoned nature of his Amoura. The 
R^ent, whether in Italy, where he was 
wounded in 1706, fighting despeniJtely in 
the Trenches before Turin ; in Spain, where 
he commanded the French Armies with dis> 
tinguished lustre ; or at home, while couduct- 
iog the helm of Afiairs, during the Minority 
of Louis the Fifteenth ; whatever vices he dis- 
played, redeemed them in some measure by 
his valour, loy^ty, and capacity. His dege- 
nerate Descendant incurred the abhorrence 
of all Europe, overturned the Throne of 
France, perished by the Guillotine, and may 
be esteemed the most atrocious, as well as 
flagitious individual who has arisen in mo- 
dem Ages, for the calamity of Mankind, with 
the single exception of Bonaparte. 

Returning to England, in the Summer of 
1776, 1 went down soon afterward^, on avisit 
to Lord Nugent, at Gosfield in Essex; a Seat 
which has smce, in the revolutionary events 
of the present Times, afforded a temporary 
, Asylum to the august Represoitative of the 
Capetian Line, when expelled from a Goun* 
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try over which his Anc^ton had re^^oed, 
in iiDiotcrmpted m^e Successiou, for thove 
e^ht hundred years ! When I visited Gos- 
field, among the Guests who attracted most 
attention, might justly be reckoned the late 
Lord Temple, then far advanced in life, and 
Tery infirm, in bis person he was tall and 
lai^^ thongh not inclined to corpul«acy. 
A Disorder, the seat of which lay in his ribs, 
bending him almost doable, compelled him, 
in walking, to make nse of a sort of. Crutch: 
but his Mind seemed exempt from any decay. 
His Conversation was animated, brilliant, 
and full of aitertainmoit. NotwiUistanding 
the nick name of " Squire Gawkey," which 
he had obtained in the satirical, or party 
{Hvductions of those Times, and which, we 
may presume, was not given him without 
good reason ; he had nevertheless the air and 
-i^>pearance of a man of high Condition, when 
be appeared with the Insignia and Decora- 
tions of the Garter, seated at Table. It is 
well known that Geoige the Second, who, 
thoo^ he generally yielded to Minist«ial 
violence or importunity, yet manifested often 
gr^t relnctMice and even ill humor, in his 
manner of compliance on these occasions, 
•troD^y disliked Lord Temple. Being bow- 
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ever compelled, id consequence of political 
aiTang;anents very r^ugnant to his feelings, 
to invest tkat Nobleman with the Order of 
the Garter, the King took so little pains to 
conceal bis aversion, both to the individual, 
and to the act ; that instead of placing the 
Ribband decorously over the Shoulder of the 
new Knight, His Majesty, averting his Head, 
and muttering indistinctly, some expressions 
of dissatis&ction, threw it across him, and 
turned bis Back at the same instant, in the 
rudest manner. 

Geoi^ the Third, on such occasions, pos- 
sessed or exerted more restraint over his pas- 
sions, than did bis Grand&ther. Yet even 
Be did not always execute the commands of 
his Minister, where they were disagreeable 
or revolting to him, without displaying some 
reluctance. I have been assured from high 
contemporary Authority, that at the Cere- 
mony of investing the present Marquis Cam- 
den with the Order of the Garter, after his 
Return from Ireland, where he had been 
Lord Lieutenant ; His Majesty, who felt not 
a little unwilling to confer it on him, betrayed 
a considerable d^ee of ill humor in his 
countenance and manuo-. However, as he 
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kwW- tmnt -bi^st' be petrfeittied, Mr. Pitt 
faaTingpertinaciouS'ly insisted oa It; tbieKjng 
took the Jlibjbaiid in. his hand, and turning 1(k. 
an In^yidval presea|, before the New Koight 
approached, asked of bim, if he knew Lord 
Ctflndtti'ft Christfen Name. The Person thas 
aJiSfeHs^,- after inqairing, infonbed him that 
itytkt John Je6Vey8. " What! what!" re- 
piHai Ihekin^;'*' John JeBireys! the ftr«t 
"•^i^t^htthe Gorier, IlielievB, that ever 
*''*aa called John Jeflreys." The ATersion 
oHSebfge llie Second towards Lord Temple, ^ 
Oi'^g^led partly ia personal, bat, more from 
political motives or feelings. His present 
MajAtysT'disinclin^ion to confer the Garter 
oiAl fiiCMfd Cahiden, probably arose merely 
from considering his Descent, though most 
honorable and respectable, as not sufficiently 
illustriouB. But, the great talents and qua- 
llfles^o^ the'ftrst Earl, had diffused a ludre 
oVfer -tlie name of Prdtt. In the Eye of 
R^Bolt^and bf ti-it^ Philosophy, such a Far 
th*r"fcottifert«rf more Dignity 6n his Issue, 
tteEfl ' if f hey had derired their origin from 
W*H' GVyim, or from Mademoiselle de la 
Qt^eit^dfll^; or from Barbara Villiers, Du- 
cfte^ of Gterelemd, by a Prince like Chartea 
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the Second. We may exclaim with Pope 
on the Occasion, 

" What, tho' thy ancien^ but ignoble Blood, 
Hu crept Ifaro' Scoundrab ever uoce the Flood t* 

Yet might the SoTerei^, when conferring 
the Garter, justly consider the Pretensions 
^of a Duke of St. Albans, as higher than those 
of £arl Camdai ; although the lattei was 
the Heir and ReiH^sentatire of a Man, who- 
united in his I^;al and public Character, 
some of the most shining. Qualities that can 
elevate or adorn human Nature. To these 
endowments of the Father, the Son originally 
owed the Dignity of the Peerage, which de- 
Tolved on him. To Mr. Pitt's friendship he 
was subsequoitly inddbted for die distinctioa 
of the Garter. 

Lord Nugent was created an Irish S(u>l 
during the time that I was at Gosfield, having 
antecedently been raised to the title of Vi»- 
cottnfCIare. He formed a striking Contrast to 
Lord Temple, in his Maimers and Address. 
Of an athletic frame, and a vigorous Consti- 
tution, though very £u- advanced in years, he 
was exempt from infirmity ; possessing a 
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Stentotian voice, with great animal spirits, 
«nd vast powers of Conversation. He was in- 
deed a man of very considerable natural abi- 
lities, though not of a very cultirated mind. 
His talents seemed more adapted to actire^ 
than to speoolatiTe life; to the Drawing 
Room, or the House of Commons, than to the 
Closet, HaTii^ sat in many Parliaments, he 
qmke fluently, as well as with enei^ and 
force ; ^ras accounted a good Debater, and 
possessed a species of Eloquence, altogether 
unembarrassed by any false modesty or timi- 
dity. In the progress of a long life, he had 
raised himself from a private Gentleman, of 
an anciait family in Ireland, and a considera^ 
ble patrimonial fortune, to an Irish Earldom ; 
which Dignity, tt^ther with his name, he 
procured to devolve on the late Marquis of 
Buckingham, thai Mr. Grenville, who had 
married his only dai^hter. They were both 
likewise at Gosfield, during the time of which 
I speak; and Lord Nugent having gone up to 
town, for the purpose of kissing the King's 
Rand, upon his new Creation, returned from 
thoice on the following day, as we were seat* 
ed at Table, after D'mner. 'Tia object of his 
visit to St. James's, was well known by every 
one present ; but he immediately announced 
S3 
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it» as soon u^he had tak«M his ttlaoe^by^fiU- 
iag out a. 'glut) of < Wuio, and toa^lii^ hi*- 
Doubter's. heiAh, bft-JUcfy Jfory GKllvfUei' 
- - , ■: ...,-,,■ ,■ , -■ . , I 
hovd Nugent, when yotiB^, had >»otu|)iiedl 
a.distiiigaisli^ {ilace inithe&tfor of Frederioj . 
Piince of Wides;' and' was mdre'tbanono*) 
destined to 'ha«ie. filled uOSce HI sonedD 
those inpiBgiBaity^AdnuriustratioDSi'oonJtoeiiio;-' 
rfttad byDtiditigtoiiitwhkh'WerepeffpetaaUyi 
f^ricated'-at Leit^sUr : Home, duk^^-tfaei 
lotig JDtarral- of nter fourt^A --3rearft''tbafr' 
ebptad: b!etwe!Bii tbe acoession of <9eo^ge tbc> - 
l^ecQudy a&d Hi» Roy«l Highli«to'» ^deifease < 
in 1761v Th6 Frinoe died' c<>Bsi46nibly in- 
his dftbt^ tioir Was the Sum Ao- dne^ «v«r H-' 
quidatedj ualffis we consitkr the O^dea'aiid' 
Dignities conferred on JJord' Nagmt' bj-.-. 
George the Third, at dMeKot pariodB •! faadi 
reign, as havii^g bem in theMkatiu«'ctf a i»-> 
tiibtitioa for loans made to his fhtharv Ift- 
retam for tbes6 marks «fro>yalJat'<art h^ pv*-' 
seated V^see to the Queen, aocoBApaa'i'iBg »> 
piece of Irish Stttfi;'whidh Her' Majesty 'grai-1 
ciously accepted. Bt>tb the Poetry, and thei ' 
MfmOfecttir^ were satirically said td-be JH$k'- 
Stt^. They be^, if I recollect ri^t. 
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" ConM ^r lemfi gtfbflfford, ■ ■ " . . .' ' 
Wonh; die 'Mistress of ber "hotd, 
Of tculpUtr'd Gold, ■ Cosily fnune, ' < 
Just emblem of her wotth BhauU tene." 

biitXbrd Nugent's Itfuse will never rank 
tim mih Prior, nor even With Ljttelton and 
CKeffterfield. He was a better Courtier, than 
a Poet ; and he had always been distinguished 
by the other Sex. Glover, when speskii^ of 
him, says, '' Nugent, a jovial and volnp^ou^ 
Irishman, who had left I*opery, fi^.the Pro- 
testaDt religion, money, and widows." His 
first Wife, Lady Amelia Plunket, daughter of 
the Earl of Fihgal, broi^ht him only one Son, 
t^Ibn^ Nugent, who died, many years before 
his &ther. Mrs. Knight, Sister and Heiress 
of the celebrated Cra^s, Secretary of State 
under Gebirge the First, buried in Weetmio- 
sler' Abbey; (and who is immortalized by 
trope's £[ntaph on him, more perhaps than 
by his talents, or bis actions ;) was LcHrd Nn- 
gent's second Wife. She brought him n^ 
ther felicity nor issue ; but she broiight him 
the Hctute and ^tstaie at Gosfield, one of the 
fiiiest JOomains id Essex. To the Countesa 
DoWager of Berkeley, fie gave his hand ^ 
third time;, though not under fortunate Aus* 
pifies, nor in a lu^py Hour. The late Mar- 
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chioness of Buckingham was the only ueoe 
of this match, recc^ized by Lord Nugent 
But, his devotion to the Sex, which remain-' 
ed proof to all trials, animated him even to 
the close of life. Lord Temple and He, both, 
composed Verses, after this time, addressed 
to the same Object. I believe it was jg the 
moDth of August, 1776, that these aged 
Peers presented some Couplets of their re- 
spective compositions, to the late PucheM 
of Gordon, then in the Meridian Of har 
Charms { when hord Temple having enter- 
tained Her and the Duke at Stow, lighted up 
the Grotto for her reception. Lord Nugent; 
to a perfect knowledge of the World, joined 
a coarse and often licentious, but natural, 
Bti*ot^, and ready Wit, which no place, nor 
company, prevented him from indulging; and 
the effect of which was augmented by ao 
, Irish Accent' that never forsook him. It is 
well known, that what a MiU was introduced 
into the House of Commons, for better 
watching the Metropolis; in ordear to con- 
tribute towards effecting which object, one 
of the Clauses went to' propose, that Watch- 
men should be compeBed to sleq) during the 
day-time; Lord Nugent, with admirriile hu- 
mor, got np, and desired fliat <*he mi^ 
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be personally included in the proTimons of 
the BiB, being freqoently bo tOTtneated with 
the Gout, as to be unable to sleep other by 
day, or by night" 

While I am on this sufar^ect, I cannot resist 
relating a frolick, which rendered Lord Na- 
sent, or. rather Mr. Nugent, he being then 
a Commoner, not a little distinguished, to- 
wards the end of Geoi^ the Second's reign. 
Geoige, Earl of Bristol, eldest of Ae three 
Sons of the &mouB Lord Herrey, whom P(^ 
has, very m^natly, transmitted to Posterity, 
as *' Lord Panny," and as *' Sporus;" like his 
ftittier, inclined to a degree of ^emmacy in his 
pexwAi, mannas, and dress. Probably, these 
characteristicfl of deportment, while they 
exposed him to some aoimadTeraion or ridi- 
. cnle, led to a supposition that they were con- 
nected with want of spirit; aj]d that he would 
not prmnptiy resent insult. C»tain it is that 
' Mr. Nngait, then a man of consideration, 
fortune, and feshion, living in the highest com- 
pany of the Metropolis ; being one Ereuing 
at Lord Temple's House in PaU-Mall, -vh&te 
a splfflidid Assembly of both Sexes was col- 
lected; laid a singular Bet with Lord Ton- 
pie, that he would spit in the Earl of Bristol's 
^t. The wager was accepted, and Mr. Nu- 
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gCBt nitaQtly set afcont itc acGonplMpwnt. 
For AiB {>urpMe, as be passed Lord Smtol, 
. wlko stopd ID tbe door-way «f oae\ii Ibe 
Apartments, very richly dreaped^iioldtag-his 
Hat under his Arm, with tiie inside upper- 
most; Mr. Kosent, taiuing rowd as if to 
. spit;, and afiectmg uot to peic»feLiNcdBns- 
' tol, peHbnnedtinitactinbisHat.. - ; 

'Pvetendii^ tbe )iitaiMl conoeni aAd dis- 
tils at'tfafe liuinb^ational 'rodebesiS that- lie 
had committed^ MK Nugent made h theusabd 
' Apologies to tile Earl for. bia tndecomit>,«tad 
I «n4reai»d to be alknved tQ-wipe otf1^aff^«nt 
^'^itfa("hifl pedcet Hwdkerthief : but, Ldrd 
Biistbl ealml^ t»kiDg oM lusovn, used M.for 
tbatr pwBpoAe; toisti^htMn NogeAt Mi >to 
b« jftiscoinpOMd; aHioed'hiai that ll»mip«ot 
■dlBCompased j»«tii^; w^p^dthtiliisaAe'efhis 
' Hatr; and (HebTeplacingltaB'lHfwA, tmder 
his Aftfi, ask^ A^. Ntig;enevct*«t)Kri%d(bftd 
any ftrther occasion for it ib tlie aame i«ay t* 
Haring so done, the £»)« without ehotigihg 
a muscle of his GonnC^a*ee, cwmtmi^tstiiig^ 
tmf irritation, quitted the floK^ wtae^ be 
stood; sat down to play wrt& Ane'pai^ he 
nBualfy Kiade at OavdtP,^ fiHi^edhifiitwo-br 
tSwee R«tibeK, haB^iqutiimed' bo^«(i> . J^r- 
Nii^t, «A^ triaffipkfiRty' itniiMbg' fai^'Bct, 
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ctmsidered the matter, ail terminated ; but in 
tiui suppositioa be counted without hia hoat. 
£^y on the .folkiwisg Morning, before .he 
was risen, he recaved a Note, similar in its na- 
ture andcQiiteBlg to that which Gil BlasteUs 
US be dflivered to fa)» Master, Don Mathias 
de Sylva; but, wUh the sunuiKms contuned 
ia wUch, Mr. Nug^t did not manifeBt the 
same canel«as jHvmpititude to comply, asthe 
Spanish .Gtandee ex^bited, in the. NoTd ef 
Le Sage. The Note acquainted hiin,', that 
liord Bnstol expected and d^nanded .Sati»- 
fKtion for the insult of &e preceding ni^^ 
without d^y; naming time, as well as ikUcc. - 
An .instant answer was required. 

. Mr. Nugent now perc»red that hd .had 
iuTolved bmsel^ ip a very serious a&ir of 
Honor, where be ha(| oKly tsdantjtd' gratify 
a wanton mMnent ttf fr<rfi<ik. HtMenn per- 
.aoBoUy bmve, he felt that the £iterti<m of his 
Coun^, m. order to cover or justify, a pro- 
meditated in»ult, which do. Sophistry coulid 
wiurant or excuse woAld only aggravate 
.Ua offence. Under this impressioii, having 
determined -therefore to m^e reparatitw^ he 
wrote .to Ifttrd-Bnstol, offisring. every possiUe 
Apology for i&» act .committed; whiuhy be 
SHbnitted^ WAUld.lM ioKKCB^bfe,. if it. bfd 
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been meant as an Affront. But, aa the best 
exteiHiatioD of so gross a seraning violation 
of all Decoram, he added, that it did not 
arise from the most rouote intention of in- 
sulting the Earl, the whole Matter havii^; 
originated in a Bet. He concluded by pro- 
fessing his readiness to ask pardon in the 
most ample manner ; requesting that the bu- 
wiess might not produce any further conse- 
quences. To this Application Lord Bristol 
replied, that though he was disposed readily 
to admit, and to accept, the proffered Repa- 
ration; yet, as the Affront bad been com- 

-mitted in public Company, so must the ex- 
acted Apology be made ; and he named tiie 
Club-room at White's, as the place where he 
would receive it from Mr. Nugent. Not, 

. however, by any means, Lord Bristol added, 
from lum only ; fw, as he now understood 

-that the Act itself owed its rise to a wager, 
it became clear that there must be another 
person implicated in the Transaction. He 
insisted therefore on knowing the name of 

- that indrridual, from whom, as a partidpator 
in the Frolick, he should equally exact an 
Apol<^; and declaring that on no oth^ 
conditions would he relinquish his right to 

' danand personal Satisfiictioii. In ccmse- 
qoence of so peremptory a Reqointion, Mr> 
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Nngoit ovned that Lord Temple was the 
person to whom he had alluded ; and both 
the Gentlemen were finally reduced to com- 
ply widj the terms, by asking pardon m the 
Club-room at White's. Lord Bristol then 
declared himself satisfied, and the Afiair at 
an end. 

The late Lord Sackville told me, that when 
70ui^^, he was well acquainted with Lord - 
Mark Kerr; a NoUeniui whose pemon 
being, like Lord Brigtol's, cast by Nature in 
a very delicate Mould, sometimes subjected 
him among strangers, to insults, {rom a sup- 
position that a man of so feminine a figure, 
would not be |H*one to resent an Afiront. Jn 
this calculation they were however egre- 
gioosly deceived, he bdng a person of de- 
cided Courage. Shortly after the Battle of 
Dettingen, during the Summer of the year 
1743, the Earl of Stair, then cwnmanding 
the British Forces in Germany, under Gieorge 
the Second, entertained at his Table several 
French Offic^v, who had been takoi pri- 
soners iu thatj Engagemoit. A numerous 
Company sat down to Dinner, in the Tent of 
tiie Comniander-in«hie^ amtmg whom was 
Lord Mark ; vba being Son to the Marquis 
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of Lothiai), and nAarljr r^ated to Lord 
Stair, acted ait one of km Aides du Camp. 
Lord -Sac^rille' was ppeseQt on Uie occasion. 
A'diAerence of opinion- bSiTing arisen during 
tiwrepa^V'OD some point which was main- 
lined by one of the Fr«ich <MBcer9, with 
great pertinacity; Lord Mark Keir, in k 
rery gentle tone of voice, ventured to set 
him right on>ttie matter -of feet Bat, 'the 
FrenchmaD, incontcious of his Quality, and 
pwhaps thinking Uiat a frame so deficat^, 
did not enclose a big^ Spirit ; tontradicted 
'bim in the most gross t^ws, snch as are 
Qeitber used nor submitted to among Gen- 
deraco. The circuniBtance took place so 
near to Lord Stair, ai unavoidably to at- 
tracft his attention. No notice whatever was 
t»kea of it at tho time, and after Dinner the 
■company adjonmed'to another Tent, where 
Coffee' 'WBS served^ Lord Mark coming in 
about a qaarter of an Hour later thah the 
otha«, Lord Stair no -sooner observed bim, 
titan «Edlui^ him aside, " Nephew," said be, 
U I tiiink it is impossible for you to -pass 
^ by the ^ront that you received from the 
'* Fr^ch Officer aC toy TfiMe. You ttiuit 
*' demand Satisfectkiii^ however mncii I re- 
" gret tbfr necessity for it"' "Oh, My 



n,gti7ccT:G00glc 



HEHOISS. 141 

" itord," andweved Lord Miik, mtfi his 
clnnwtenslic'Gwtlteess ofMbimtti '*you. 
" iBdcfd not- 'be Under any ilneasineas-oD that 
" i^objebt. Webave alt^eadx fongUt I vaat 
"ihitb tiiroDg^ the- Body. ' He^iedon Ijie 
"split, and they at« at tfajs momeDt about 
"to hury hiin. I knew. too w«ll what I^ 
" owedtoimyBdl^ and I 'was too w^ don^ 
"iTiiiced of yourLorAshil^B way of tfatn^ 
" ing, to hwe a mdmcsit in calling the Ofi< 
" cer to aocdunt." ■ 

,1 p*Q8ed the) Mswag Wittte^, of 17T6.7; 
in' LiODdofa;'&^()eriod whidt is now B»dist«l^ 
and feW Manb^re, as wdl m tbe inhflbitebtB 
of the- Metiy^rolis, have unde^goAe since that 
Tfipe, so total a Change, that th^ no longer 
pteserve tdniost any similari^. ^The sinister' 
events' of =tbe ' Anerican War, bad* i^^ady 
b^nn' td'Atied a- dtegree of political 'g^M>ni- 
OTO- the Oa^iitQl and' the Kingdom; Init, HAt - 
Chiiid, dartc as it was, borewcmapwrfeob' 
vitU tbe-terror abdatuiml^jltpeiyddeditini 
fintiedt'MiDdB m'1^9S,- aud'l7»8; aftcrtbe- 
first'^ploiaitm ofthe I>ratctf ^er^tltitioa, 
tbe'!DepDE&tionrof^IioAis-th4''l%x(eeiitbj and'' 
tbe^jommi^eeinieiit of ike Cb&tniaite] Wftr in 
Htli^etil ift>V77,wein'^to&ly<»nteB(fe<i'^ 
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for Empire and Dominion. No fears of sab- 
rersioD, extinction, and subjugation to foreagn ■ 
violence, or to rerolutionary arts, interrupted 
the general tranquillity of Society. It vas 
subjected, indeed, to other Fetters, from which 
we have since emancipated ourselres ; tiiose 
of Dress, Etiquette, and Form. The lapse of 
two Centuries could scarcely have produced 
a greater alteration m these particulars, than 
hare been made by about forty years. That 
Costume, which is now confined to the Le- 
vee, or the Drawing-room, was then worn 
by persons of Condition, with few exceptions, 
every where, and every day. Mr. Fox and 
his frioids, who mig^t be said to dictate to 
the Town, affecting a style of neglect about 
thdr persons, and manifesting a contempt 
of all the usages hitherto established, first 
threw a sort of discredit on Dress. From 
tiie House of Commons, and the Clubs in St. . 
James's Street, the Contagion spread through 
the private Assemblies of London. But, 
though gradually undermined, and insensibly 
perishing of an Atrophy, Dress never totally . 
fell, till the Mn of Jacobinism and of Equa- 
lity, in 1793, and 1794. it was then that 
Pantaloons, cropped Hair, and Sbo&atrings* 
as well as the total abolition of Bucklea 
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and finffles, together with the disuse (^- 
Hair-powder, characterized the men: while 
ladies, having cut off those Tresses, which 
had done so much execution ; and one l,ock of 
which purloined, gave rise to the finest Mo- 
del of mock-heroic Poetry, which our own, - 
or any other l&nguage can boast ; exhiMted 
Heads rounded " d la VicHme, etilia GmU-, 
lotine" as if ready for the stroke of the Axe. 
A Drapery, more suited to the Climate of ^ 
Greece or of Italy, than to the temperature, 
of an Island situate in the fifty-first De- 
gree of Latitude; classic, dcgant, luxurious, 
and picturesque, but, ill calculated to protect 
against damp, cold, and fc^; superseded the 
ancient female attire of Great Britain ; finally 
levelling or obliteratjug almost all extenud 
distinction between the highest and the low- 
est of the Sex, in this Coimtry. Periliaps, 
with all its incumbrances, pemdties, andw- 
conTewaices, it wUl be fonnd necessary, at 
some not very distant period, to rerire, in a ' 
certain degi^e^ the empire of Dress. 

At the time of which I spieak, the " Gms 
de Lettres," or " Blue Stockings," as they 
were commonly d«iominat«d, formed a very 
namenms, powerftU, coftipact Phalanx, in the 
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midst of harkAon. Ibt(» tbis Sbatety, the two 
Pnbtications which I had redentty given t&- 
the World; one, on the Norttvete Kmgdoms' 
of £ttrepe; t^ otiier, ob dte- History of' 
F^ce tiQder the Race of Vadois; h^mvef 
destitiiteof mcfk ^bej might* hie, yet- fecAi- 
tated and procnrod uiy ddmissioD. Jfrs. 
Mcmte^e w&s (hen t&d Mftdane rfs I>effmd- 
of tfab Ei^liBh Capital; aBdher'HotfsecoA- 
stitutied' tbfe emferal point of union, ^ftr^lt 
those i»etn>B8 who ahvady were kn0#D, or 
who etnulated to become haowh, bytfieir 
talentfl find < |rrodiictions. Her snp^einacy, 
un^e that of Madame d«. A^^^iituj, was 
i ifAo d, established on more scdid fodnda^ 
tii^ than those of iih^lect ; »h1 rested on 
nlore taogible materials, tha» aby with 
which l^atiMlieai' himself could fliraish her. 
IliOQgh she bad not as'yM'b^;utt to-^oh- 
stra(tt«he splendid Mansion, in which she 
aftbrvntNr resided, near Fortman Skpiare, 
sbei'livedf in a^ very elegant house in Hill 
Street. Impressed prdbftbly^ fttmi ^ sng^ 
gestions of her own knowledge of tiie World, 
wiA'k d0ep convicdon of tlMt great T^oth 
l^d down, by Moliere, which 'n» Mtei' of 
Liters ef«r ilispAted; that ** Z« «rdt Am.' 
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Montague was accustooaed to open her 
House to a large Company of both Sexes, 
vhom she frequently entertained at Dinner. 
A service of plate, and a table plentifully 
covered, disposed her guests to admire the 
splendor of her Fortune, not less than the 
losli^ of her Talents. She had found the 
same results flowing from the same causes, 
dnring ttie visit that she made to Paris, after 
the Peace of 1763; where she displayed to 
the astonished Literati of that Metropolis, 
the extent of her pecuniary, as well as of her 
biental resources. As this topic formed one 
of the subjects most gratifying to her, shg 
was easily induced to lannch out on it, with 
niut:h apparent Complacency. The £ulo> 
giams lavished on her Repasts, and the 
astonishment expressed at the magnitude 
of her Income, which appeared prodigious- 
ly augmmted. by b^ng transformed from 
Pounds Sterlii^, into French Livres ; sein- 
ed to have afforded her as mnch Gratifica- 
tion, as the Panegyrics bestowed upon the 
*' Essay on the Genius and Writings of 
^' Shakespear." 

■ Mrs. Montague, in 177^ verged towards 
her sixtieth year ; but her person, which w^ 
vou I. L 
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thin, spu«, and in good preservation; gave 
her an appearance of lesa antiquity. Froia 
the infirmities often attoidant on advanced 
life, she seemed to be almost wholly exempt. 
All the lines of her Countenance bespoke in- 
telligence, and her £yes were accommodated 
to her cast of features, which had in them 
something satirical and severe, rather than 
amiable or inviting. She possessed great nar 
tnral cheerfulness, and a flow of animal spi- 
rits ; loved to talk, and talked well on almost 
every subject; led the Conversation, and was 
qualified to preside in her Circle, whatever 
subject of discourse was started : but her 
inaoner was more dictatorial and 8€xtteiitious» 
than conciliatii^ or diffident There wa9 
nothing feminine about her; and though her 
(pinions ^ere usually just, as well as deli- 
vered in language suited to give them forci^ 
yet the organ which conveyed th^n, was not 
soil or harmonious. Destitute. of taste la 
disposiitg the ornaments of h&c Dress, sb« 
neyerdieless studied or affected those aids, 
more than wpuld seem to have become a 
woman professing a philosophic Mind, intent 
on higher pursuits than the Toilet. Even 
yfhea approaching to fourscore, this. female 
weakness still accompanied her ; nor could 
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she relinqDiBb her Diamond Necklace and 
Bows, which, like Sir William Draper's 
" blushing Ribband," commemorated by "Ju- 
nius," formed, of Evenings, the perpetual or- 
nament of her emaciated person. I used to 
think that these glittering appendages of 
Opulence, sometimes helped to dazzle the 
Disputants, whom her arguments might not 
always convince, or her literary reputation 
intimidate. That reputation had not as yet 
received the fude attack made on it by Dr. 
Johnson at a subsetjuent period, when he ap- 
pears to have treated with much irreverence, 
her " Essay on Shakespear," if we may be- . 
lievehis Bi<^rapher, Bos well. Notwithstand- 
ing the defects and weaknesses that I have 
enumerated, she possessed a masculine un- 
derstuidiog, enlightened, cultivated, and ex- 
panded by the acquaintance of Men, as well 
as of Books. ]!flany of the most illnstrious 
persons in rank; no less than in ability, un- 
der the reigns of George the Second and 
Tliird, had been her correspondents, friends, 
oonpanioos, and admirers. Pnlteney, Earl 
of Bath, whose portrait hung over the Chim- 
ney piece in her Drawing room; and George, 
the first Lord Lyttelton, so eminent for his 
Genius, were among the number. She was 
l2 
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constantly surrounded by all that was di»- 
tioguished for attaioments or talents, male 
or female, English or foreign ; and it would 
be almost ungrateful in me not to acknow- 
ledge the gratification derived from the coo* 
Tersation and intercourse of such a society. 

Though Mrs. Montague occupied the first 
place among the " beaux Esprits" at this 
period, she was not without female competi- 
tors for so eminent a distinction. Mrs. Vesey 
might indeed be said to hold the second 
rank: but, unlike Mademoiselle de fJEspi' 
nasse at Paris, who under the Auspices of 
d'Alembert, raised a separate literary Stand- 
ard from Madame du Deffimd; Mrs. Vesey 
only aspired to follow at a humble distance, 
the brilliant Track of Mrs. Montague, The 
former rather seemed desirous to assemble 
persons of celebrity and talents, under her 
roof, or at her table, than assumed or pre* 
' tended to form one of the Number, h^'self. 
Thot^h. not lodged with the same magulft- 
cence as Mrs. Montague, yet she entertained 
with less form, as well as less ostentation* 
Mrs. Vesey's repasts were at x>nce morei 
select, and more delicate. Farther advanced 
in life than Mrs. Monlagne, she possessed 
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no personal advantages of majmef , aud stu- 
died no omameDts of Dress. Simplicity, 
accompanied hy a sort of oblivious inatten- 
tion to things passing under ber very sight, 
characterized her. In absence of mind, in- 
deed, she might almost be said to equal the 
Duke de Brancas, Chamberlain to^ Anne of 
Austria, relative to vrhose continual violation 
of common rules, Madame de Sevign6 has 
consigned to ns so many amusing Anecdotes. 
With Mrs. Vesey this foi^tiulness extended 
to sacb a point, that she sometimes hardly 
lemonbered her own name. It will scarcely 
be credited, that she could declaim against 
second marriages, to a Lady of Quality who 
had be^i twice married, and though Mr. 
Vesey was her own second Husband. When 
at last reminded of the circumstance, she 
only exclaimed, " Bless me, my dear, I had 
" quite forgotten it I" There was, indeed^ 
tome decay of mind in such want of recollec- 
tion. Her sister-in4aw, who lived in the 
same House with her, and who formed, phy- 
sically as well as morally, a perfect contrast 
to Mrs. Vesey, superintended all domestic 
arrangements. From their opposite figures, 
qnalities, and endowments, the one was called 
** Body" the other " Mind." 
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Id these two Houses might then be seen 
many or most of 'the persons of both Semo, 
eminent for literary Attainments, or Cel&t 
brity of any kind. Mrs. Thrale, still better 
known by the name of Mrs. Piozzi, was to 
be met with frequently in tiiis Society, fol< 
lowed or attended by Mr. Thrale, and by 
Dr. Johnson. Of the former, it is unnecesr 
sary to say any thing; and relive to the 
last, after the laboured, minute portrait* 
which have been drawn of him. under every 
attitude, what is it possible to say new? — I 
will freely confers that his rugged exterior 
and garb, his uncouth gestures, his' convolu- 
tions and distortions, when added to the 
rude or dogmatical manner in which he de> 
livered .his opinions and dedaons on every 
point; — rendered him so disagreeable in 
company, and so oppressive in conversation, 
that all the superiority of Iuh talents owld 
not make full amends, in my estimatkm, for 
these defects. la his anger, or even in the 
warmth of argument, where he met with 
opposition, he often respected neither sge, 
rank, nor sex ; and the ncrages of polished 
life imposed a very inadequate restraint oa 
hia expressions, or his feelings. AiVhat ub 
we to think of a man, who, hy the testinumy 
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igi his own Biographer, denominated Lord 
Rnsed - and Algernon Sidney, " Rascals ;" 
qa^ifled f^ennant by the £pitfaet of " a 
Dog," because in his political Opinions he 
was a Whiff; gave to Fielding, the appella- 
tions of " a Blockhead, and a barren Ras- 
ati ;" and in speakii^ of King William the 
Third, inTarU^ly termed him " a Scooudrel?" 
J{ not irascible, he was certainly dictatinia!, 
coaiBe, and sometimes almost impracticable. 
Hiose whom he could not always vanquish 
by the force of bis intellect, by the depth and 
rang<e of his ailments, and by the compass 
of bis gigantic Unities, he silenced by rude- 
ness; and I bare, myself, more than once, 
frtood in the predicament which I here de- 
scribe.' Yet, no sooner waa he withdrawn, 
and with him bad disappeared these personal 
imperfections, than the sublime attainments , 
of -his Mind left their fall effect on the Audi- 
ence; for, such the whole Assembly might be 
in some measure esteemed, while he was pre- 
soit His beautiful Compositions, both prose 
and poetical,- the unquestionable benevolence 
and philanthropy of his character, his labo- 
rious and usefhl, as well as voluminous and 
toilsonie productions, when added to his li- 
terary fame and pre-eminence ; — all these 
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combioed qualities so overbore or eubdued/ 
the few who veatured to coQtend with him, 
that submission or silence fonned the only 
protectioD, and the ordinary r^uge, to which 
they had recourse. 

We never can enough regret, that a Man 
who possessed such poetic talents as are dis- 
played in his two Imitations of Juvenal; 
" London," and the " Vanity of Human 
Wishes ;" should have neglected or avoided' 
that Branch of Composition, in which he. 
might have attained to such comprehoisivet 
eminence. If Pope's Imitations of Horaces- 
have more suavity, d^cacy, and taste, than 
Johnson's productions can' boast; the laUer 
breathe a spirit of sublime and severe Moni' 
lity, mingled with a philosophic grandeur of 
thought, which is equally captivating, as it 
is impressive and instructive. How admi- 
rable is his picture of Charles the Twe^A, 
as opposed to that of Hannibal! How fine 
is the comparison drawn between Wolsey^asid 
SejoMuaJ What can exceed the judgmoit 
shewn in selecting Charles the Seventh, the 
Bavarian Emperor of 1741, as opposed to 
the Xerxes of the Roman Satirist! The 
English language off^s^ perhaps, nothioe 
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tnore ^^aste, correct, and- yet harmonious, 
tliaD these Verses, which are free from any 
pedantry, or affectation of learning. The 
&ct howerer is, that Johnson did not dare to 
yield to the seductions of the Muse, . or to 
abandon himself to the Inspiration of Poetry. 
He was compelled to restrain his efforts, and 
to limit them to the more temperate walk of 
Prose, however capable he felt himself to be 
o( emulating Addison, or Gray, or Pope. It 
is well known, that he was constitutionally 
subject to a melancholy, morbid humor, 
which, advancing with his years, approached 
on Oert^n occasions, to something tike aUen- 
ation of Mind. Well aware of this infirmity, 
he was apprehensive of its effects. Tophun 
Beauclark, who lived in great intimacy with 
him, often expressed to him the astonishment 
and regret, naturally excited by his apparent 
n^lect of such Poetic Powers as Nature 
had conferred on him. Johnson heard hira 
in silence, or made little reply to these re< 
monstrances. But, on Mr. Beauclo'k's mak- 
ing the same remark to Mr. Thrale, that 
Gentleman immediately answered, that " the 
" real reason why Johnson did not apply 
" his &culties to Poetry, was, that he dared 
*' not trust himself in such a pursuit, his 
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" Mind not bdng equal to the speciea of 
" lotipiratioa which Verse demands ; though 
" in the walk of prose Composition, whether 
" moral, philolo^cal, or biographical, he 
" could cMitinue his labora, without appre- 
" hmEBon of ODyinjurimis Consequences." 

If, never&elem, after rendering due -ho> 
ma^ to his paramount lAilities, which no 
testimMiy of mine can affect, I might venture 
to criticise so emioent a person, as having 
Imaa deficiait in any particular branch of 
Infonna^n and polite knowledge, I shoqld 
My that his deficiency lay in History. Bos- 
well has very ^tiy compared his under* 
stutdbtg to an intellectuaf Mill, into which 
aubjects were thrown, m order to be ground 
to Atoms, or pulverized. And Mrs. Fiokzi 
scraiewhere rermaiks, in bettor language tiian 
I can do it by memory, tiiat *' his mind re- 
** «emUed & myal pleasure Garden, within 
" yrbose ample dimensions evei^ thing sub- 
" servient to dignity, beauty, or utility, was 
" to be found, from the stately Cedar, down 
*' to ^ lowliest plant or herb." That this 
assoiioo, if loosely and generally takai, id 
pOTfecUy jast, no person can dispute, who 
knew him. That he was even thoroi^hly 
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coaTeraant in the modem History of Europe, 
for the last two or three Ceoturies, is incon- 
testable ; and atill less will it be denied, that 
he intimately knew all the classic pmods of 
Greek and Roman Story, most of which he 
bad studied or perused in tlie original Writers. 
But, these attainments he shared with miuiy 
of bis Contemporaii^. In the History of 
. Europe daring tbe middle Ages, by which I 
mean, from the Destruction of the Roman 
Empire in tbe West, in the year 476, through 
Oxe ten Centuries that nearly eb^sed befiire 
the revival of letters, I always thought him 
very imperfisctly versed; if not, on some ptw- 
tions, nniuformed and ignorant. To hare 
compared bis knowledge, on these safajeots^ 
with the infoimatiou which Gibbon, or which 
Robertson possessed, would have been an 
rnsuh .to truth. But, as &r as I could ever 
presume to form an opinion, be was much 
below either Bnrice, or Fox, in ^1 genend 
historicfU infonnation. 

Etcu as a Biographer, whidi constitates a 
aiinor species of History, Jobnson, however 
mast^Iy, profoond, and acute, in ^1 that re- 
lates to Criticism, to discFimination, and to 
Assedioa of .literary merit ; has always ap* 
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peared to me to have wanted maoy essential 
qualities, or to have evinced 'great inaccuracy 
aod Delect I do not mean to speak of his 
prejudices and political partialities, which 
hardly allow him to do justice to Milton, or 
to Addison, because the one was in his Princi- 
ples a violent Republican, and the other was 
a Whig ; just as he calls our great Hampden, 
" the Zealot of Rebellion:" Prejudices so 
deeply rooted in his Mind, as to induce him to 
maintain the moral Superiority of Charles the 
Second, over His late Majesty King George 
the Second. — I allude to errors that could 
only have arisen firom an ignorance of facts, 
with which.he might and ought to have been 
acquainted. What shall we say, when we 
find him telling us, that Stefmey, the Poet, 
f was invited into public life by the Duke 
" ^ Dorset?" The event in question, must 
have taken place about 1683, towards the 
end of Charles the Second's rejgn. But, the 
Creation of the Dukedom of Dorset, only 
originated under Greorge the First, in 1720. 
Xi like manner he informs as, that Prior 
published about 1706, " a volume of Poems, 
*' with the encomiastic Character of his de- 
" ceased patron, the Duke of Dorset" No 
doubt he means to speak of Charies; . Earl 
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of Dorset, 'wfao died nearly at Aat tioffi: 
His mistakes, or his omissions and defect of 
information, to nairating the life of that dis^ 
tioguisbed Noblonan, are much more gross'. 
Johnson makes him succeed to James Cran- 
field, second Earl of Middlesex, in 1674, his 
uncle; who was already dead, many years 
antecedent. It was the third Eurl of Midr 
dlesex, Lionel, to whose estates and title the 
Earl of Dorset succeeded, or was raised by 
jGbarles the Second. On all the interesting' 
particulars of his marriages, his private life, 
^d his decease, relative to which objecb 
Curiosity must be so naturally and warmly 
excited, the Bit^rapber is either silent or 
misinformed. I may be told, that these in* 
accuracies, chiefly chronological, are of little 
moment. So is it, whedier the great Duke 
of Marlborough died in J 722, or in 1723. 
But, he who undertakes to compose an ac- 
count of GhurcbiU's life, is bound to know, 
and accurately to relate, all the leading facts 
that attended, or distinguished it Johnson, 
we may be assured, would have been, hinn 
sel( the first to defect sod to esqwse such 
prrors in another Writer. 

Mrs^Thrale a] way«t appeared to me, to pos^ 
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sess at least as mnch Information, a Mind as 
cultivated, and m(»e Brilliancy of Intdlect, 
than Mrs. Montague; but she did not de- 
scend among men from such an eniineace, 
and she talked tnuch more, as well as more 
unguardedly, on every subject. She was the 
Provider and the Conductress of Johnson, 
who lived almost constantly under her roof, 
or more properly under that of Mr. Thrale, 
both in Town, and at Streatham. He did not 
however spare her, more than otiier women, 
in bis Attacks, if she courted or provoked his 
Animadversion. As litUe did he appear to re- 
spect or to manage €rarrick, who frequently 
made one of the Assembly. His presence 
always diffused a gaiety over the room ; but 
he seemed to shrink from too near a contact 
with Johnson, w^ose superiority of mind, 
added to the roughness and closeness of his 
hugs, rednosdGarrick to acton the d^nsive. 
MiBJ Carter; so well known byher Erudition, 
the Madame Dacier of England ; from her 
religions cast of characto-, and gravity of 
deportment, no less than from faerintdlectn^ 
Acquirements, was more formed to impose 
some check on the asperity or eccentricities 
of Johnson, Dr. Bumey, and his Daughter, 
tiie:avthor of " Evelina" - and •* Cecilia," 
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though both were generally pMaenI; I al- 
yraya thought, rather avoidedv than solicited, 
notice. Horace Walpole, wheae-vec ^ ap- 
peared there^ enriched and illuminated the 
Conversation, by Anecdotes, personal and 
historical; many of which -were rendered- 
more curiaus or interesting, fironi his having, 
himself, witn^sed their ^stenoe, or received 
than from ias &ther. Sir Robert Walpole. 
Sir Joshua Reynoldsi preclnded by his Deaf' 
neas from mixing in, or contributing to ge* 
neraJ conversation ; his Trumpet held up to 
his ear, was gratified by the attention of 
&OBe who addiessed to him their discourse ; 
a notice which- the .insources of his mind 
caaUed hun to repay ffi^ interest. 

Mrs, Chapooe, under one of the mVmt 
repulsive exteriors that any woman ever 
pouesaed, concealed vary superior attain' 
ments, and extensive knowledge. Burke, 
though occupied in the tenia of parliamentiu^ 
discussion, and of ministen^' attack, "which 
left him little leisure to bestow on literary 
men or subjects ; yet sometimes tmbent his 
Faculties among perscms, adapted by nature 
to unfold the powers oS deUghting ahd in-> 
^tructing, with -whidi Genius andStudy bad 
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enriched him. Hia presence was, howererr 
more coveted, than enjoyed. Dr. Shipley, 
Bishop of St. Asaph, accompanied by hia 
' daughter, Misa Shipley, afterwards married 
to Sir William Jones, might be frequently 
seen there. The Abb^ Raynal, who pass- 
ed that Winter in London, was readily ad- 
mitted, and eagerly courted. It must be con- 
fessed that the variety of his Information, and 
the Facility, as well as Readiness, with which 
be communicated the stores of his exuberant 
Memory, would have rendered him a valu- 
able accession to any Circle; but, bis Loqua- 
city generally fiitigued even those, whom it 
delighted and improved. The present Lord 
Erskine, ^ho, thirty years later, attained to 
the Great Seal, had not yet commenced his 
career of Jurisprudence. Bat, the versatility 
of bis Talents, the enei^ of his Character 
and the vivacity of his Conversation, suffi- 
ciently manifested, evea at that time, the edf> 
feet which such a union of Quidities might 
produce, when powerfiilly ui^ed and im- 
pelled towards one object. Happily for him- 
self be did not want the strongest impulse, 
arising from domestic pledges and embar- 
rassments, well calculated to call out every 
&culty of the mind, it is curious to reflect^ 
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that if he had been bom one step h%her ; 
i( instead of being the yonnger Sod of a 
Scotch .fiw/, his father had been a Mtuyuis, 
he never could have been called to the Bar. 
His endowments, however great, assuredly 
would not, in any other Profession, hare 
raised him to the Peerage to fortune, and 
to fame. His Celebrity, indeed, if we may 
believe: Mr. Fox's Biographer, had not ex- 
tended across the Straits of Dover, even in 
1802, whoi the Corsican First Consul ap- 
pears not to have known his name. 

Mrs. BoBcawen, though inferior in literary 
Reputation to Mrs. Montague, and perhaps 
possessed of less general information, yet 
conciliated more good-will. She had an his- 
torical turn of mind ; and in the coarse of 
a long life passed amtmg the upper Circles of 
Society, she had collected and retained a 
number of curious or interesting Anecdotes 6f 
her own Times. Mr. Pepys, now Sir William 
VepyB, to whose acquaintance and partiality 
I was not a little indebted, for iacilitating my 
entrance into this Assanbly of distinguished 
Persons, is the last individual whom J shall 
eniunerate. To a mind adorned with classic 
images, and conversant with classic authors, 

VOL. I. M 
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he united great colloquial powers. The 
friend of the first Lord Lyttelton, of Sir 
James Macdouald, and of Topham Beau- 
clerk, be was in principle a staunch Whig; 
and as Johnson might be justly esteemed a 
violent, as well as a bigotted Tory, mudi 
political sparring occasionally took place 
between them, in the pr<^esB of which, * 
many sparks of historical or philosophical 
fire, were elicited on both sides. 

Though literary reputation, or acknow- 
ledged Talents and Celebrity of some kind, 
seemed to constitute the primary title to a 
place in those Conversations or Societies, 
from which every species of Play was altb- 
g^er excluded ; yet Rank and Beauty were 
to be found there, and contributed to raider 
them interesting in the hi^iest Degree. The 
late Duchess Dowager of Portland, Grand- 
daughter of the Lord Treasurer Oxford, 
herself a woman of distinguished taste in 
various branches of Art or Viriu, was a fre- 
quent visitant. It was impossible to look 
on her, without r^ecting that while still in 
early Childhood, she had formed the object 
of Swift's poetic attention, and been (he sub- 
ject of Prior^B expiring Muse. I have «eeii 
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tbe Dachess of DeTonshire, then in the first 
bloom of youth, hanging on the aeutences 
that fell from Johnson's lips, and contending 
for the nearest place to his chair. All the 
Cynic Moro«aie«8 of the Philosopher and the 
Moralist, seemed to dissolve under so flatter- 
ing an approach ; tq the gratification and dis- 
tinction resulting ^m which, he was nothing 
less than insensible. Wemaysee inBoswell, 
liow tractable, gentle, and accommodating 
he became while at (nverary, seated betwe^i 
tbe Dnke and Duchess of Ai^le. 

It is natural to ask, whether tbe literary 
Society of London, at the period of which I 
am speaking, could enter into any competi- 
tion for extent of talents, and superiority of 
attaiameuts, with the Society of Paris, that 
met at the Apartments of Madame du D^ 
Jimd, and of Mademoiselle rEspinasse, under 
the K^s of Louis the Fifteenth and Six- 
teenth. In other words, wlf^ther the persons 
vrho formed the Assemblies in tbe English 
Capital, can support a comparison for Ability 
and for Fam^, with those who were accus- 
tomed br meet in Uie French Metropolis. If 
I may [seeume to give an opinion on Uiis qa»i 
tion. 1 thonld bare no heaitatiou in saying; 

M 2 
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that neiUier in the period of its duratioD, nor 
in the number, merit, or inteUectaal eminence 
of the principal mexa^era, can the Englififa 
Society be held up on any parity, scurely, 
indeed, in any Comparison, with that of 
France. The latter AssembUes may be said 
to have lasted near half a Century, from^ 
1735, or 1730, down to 1775, or 1780; either 
in the HouBCB of Madame du D^taul, or of 
Mademoiselle VEspinasse, or in both. The 
" Blue Stocking" Assemblies at Mrs. Mon- 
tague'^ and -Mrs. Vesey's, remiuned in th^ 
brilliant State, only for about fifteen yeartf, 
fium 1770, to 1785. Before the last of those 
periods, Mrs, Vesey had yielded to the pro- 
gress of time, and of infinnity ; while Mrs. 
Thrale, then become Mrs. Piozzi, had re- 
moved from the Banks of the Thames, to 
those of the Amo. 

. Mrs. Montague, indeed, survived; and h^ 
Dinners, as well as her Assemblies, were 
perpetuated to a very late period of ho- life; 
but the charm and the impulse that propelled 
them, bad disappeared. They were princi- 
pally supported by, and they fell with, the 
giant talents of Johns<m, who formed the 
iViidiMM, round which all the subordinate 
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after hts Decease in 1784, to supply his 
place. Burke,' as I have already observed, 
had more powerfiil avocatioDS, and aspired 
to other honors and emoluments, tian those 
which mere literary Distinction coold bestow 
on him. Hume, and Adam Smith, Men of 
superioT endowments, who might have con- 
tributed t^ support such a Society, had 
retired to Scotland, or were already dead. 
Robertron, Lord Kaimes, and Lord Mon- 
boddo, resided at Edinburgh ; only visiting 
London occa«onally, on Business, or for 
Recreation. Gibbon, 1-. belieye, never emu- 
lated to be a Member of these Assemblies, 
and never attended them. He, too, like 
Burke, looked more to PoKtics, than to Let- 
ters, for his substantial reccHupense; being at 
once a Member of the House of Commons, 
and a Lord of the Board oi Trade. Perhaps, 
' indeed, the freedom of Hume's, and of Gib- 
bon's printed Opinions on subjects, connected 
with Religion, might have rendered their ad- 
mission difficult, or their society distasteful, 
to the principal persons who composed these 
parties ; where nothing like a relaxation on 
points so serious, found protectimi or snp- 
-pert. Johnson, who, as we know, felt so 
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great a repugnance to every species of Sc^ 
ticistn on matters of religions Beftef, that 
when composing fais Dictionary, he would 
not cite Hobbes, the celebrated Philosopher, 
as an aflthority for any word or expression 
used by that Writer, .merely because he held 
Jlohbes's |»inciples in aversion; — JohitsoD, 
yrbo blamed T^wrx, for only doing justice 
to Hume, upon parts of his char|cter vfaolfy 
unconnected with his writings ; and who 
aaid, that " he should jdst as soon have 
thought of praising a mad Dog;"— A« would, 
hardly have remained in the same room with 
Hume and Gibbon ; though when taken once 
by a sort of surprise, he did not refuse to 
dine in company with Wilkes; of whom 
nevertheless Boswell supposes him to say, 
judging from Johnson's known Pr^udices, 
that " he would as soon dine with Jack 
Ketch, as with Jack Wilkes." It is how- 
eref to be recollected that WUkea had de- 
sigmted the Doctor, in a Note subjoined 
to one of his printed Letters, by the Nanie 
of " PmJtoner JohnsoH." 

The case was widely diflfereat in Paris, 
where ao political pursuits distracted Men 
of Letters; and whete Infidelity, or even Mn- 
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terialism, &r from exciting alieDatioD, would 
rather have conduced to recommend to notice, 
the persons professing such tenets. Among 
the Constellation uf eminent Men and Wo- 
men, who met at Madame du Deffand'a, 
and at Mademoiselle FJS^nasse'a, the greata 
number were indeed avowedly " des Eapritt 
forts;" in o^er words, Free Thinkers, who 
not content with being ao, themaeWes, en- 
deavoured to make Proselytes by their wri* 
Ungs. It is evident therefore, that the Circle 
in London was, from various causes, neces- 
sarily much more contracted than in France ; 
where every person distinguished by talents, 
with few exceptions, commonly resided al- 
together in the Capital. , For, Voltaire was 
virtually banished beyond the French Con- 
fines, by theGovemment; and lived in the 
territory of Geneva, more by constraint, than 
by choice or indinatioa. Rousseau 'Was a 
Genevese by Birth, who only visited Paris 
from time to time; sometimes indeed resi- 
dent in its Vicinity, but often a Wand^eii 
proscribed and fugitive. After stating tit<^ 
&cts, which may explain the causes of the 
superiority of the literary Society, or As- 
SHublies of Paris, ov&t diose of London ; it 
would be idle to contest that tiiey altt^ether 
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eclipsed ours, in almost every poiot of GeDJos, ' 
Science, and inteltectaal attainmeDt Who 
in fitct, met at Mrs. Montague's, or at Mrs. 
Vesey's, that can compete with the names 
of Manpertuis, HelTeti^ls, Montesquiou, Fon- 
tehelle, Voltaire, Madame du Chatelet, the 
Marquis d' Alpena, Mademoiselle de Lannay, 
the President Henanit, D'Alembert, Diderot, 
Condamine, the Duchess de Choiseul, Mar- 
OMntel, Raynal, ^e Duke de Niremois, Ma- 
rivaux, the Abb£ Biulhelemi, Turgot, Cod- 
dorcet, and so many other illustrious persons 
of both Sexes, whio composed the Literati of 
the French Metropolis? We can scarcely 
be said to have any thing to oppose to such 
a cloud of eminent persons, except the sin- 
gle name of Johnson. 

There seems, indeed, to be something in 
the National Character of the French ; at 
least there was so previous to the temporary 
Extinction of the ancient Monarchy, and the 
reign of Jacobinism, or military Despotism ; 
more omgenial to these mixed Assemblies of 
pers<»iB of literary Endowments, thanisfound 
ainong us. From ^e middle of the serai- 
teenUi Century, as long ago as the R^;;aicy 
of Anne of Austria, we find that such meet- 
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ings existed at Paris, and eigoyed a great 
degree of Celebrity. The Hotel de Ram- 
bouillet, situate in the Vicipity of the Loavre, 
constitated. as early as 1660, the point of re- 
union for all the individuals of both Sexes, 
distingoished in tiie Career of Letters. Ca- 
therine de ViTonne, (the Madame du Deffiutd 
of that peiiod,) Marchioness of Rambouillet, 
presided at them : an eminence for which she 
was qualified, by the el^^ce of h«- Taste, 
and the snperiority of her Mind. In her 
HoDse, which became a sort of Academy, the 
productions of the Time were ^predated, 
.and passed in Review. Dying in 1665, she 
was succeeded by Henrietta de Coligny, 
Coontess de la Suze ; who, though with io- 
f^or r^ntation, continued to assemble the 
Wits and " Beaux Esprits" at her Hotel. 
Her high Birth, her extraordinary Beauty, 
and her poetic Talents, attracted to her Cir- 
cle, every person ^oainent in the Metropolis. 
It was on Her.that the four classic lines were 
composed : 

" Que Dea aublinu Tebitur per btania Curru i 
An Juno, an Pallai, in Venui ipsa nnit I 
Si Genns inspkiu, Judo : n scripu, Minerva: 
Si apectea Oculoc, Mater Amoii* erit." 

Subsequent to her Decease io 1673, these 



n,g ,'cT'GoOglc 



170 HISTORICAL 

ConversatioDs seem to have langiiuhed fiff 
nearly fifty years, till they ware revived and 
re^oimated by the Duchess do Maine, a 
Priocess of the royal Blood, grand^au^ter 
of the great Cond^, married to the Duke dn 
Maine, natural son of Louis the Fourteenth. 
After her release from the Castle of DijoD, 
to which Fortress she had been conunitted 
Prisoner by tiie Regent Duke of Orleans in 
1717, for her participation in the Conspiracy 
of Prince Cellamare; about the year 172S, 
she b^;an to assemble persons of literary 
Cdebrity under her roof, in whose society 
she passed 'the j;reater part of her leisure. 
These Meetings, which were principally hdd, 
not in the Capital,, but at the Palace o( 
Seaux, about four leagues South of Palis, 
ctmtinued to exist down to the Duchess dn 
Maine's Decease, in 1753; and were attended 
by many of the parsfms of both Sexes, who 
^terwards formed the Circles at Madame du 
Brand's, and at Mademoiselle TEspinasse's 
Apartments. During the same period oi 
Time, Madame de Tencin, Sister to the Car- 
dinal of that na:me, one of the most captiva- 
ting Women in France, the Astasia of that 
Country, received at ber Hotel, the " Gens 
de Lettres ;" and may be said to have rivalled 
the Duchess dn Maine, as the Protectress 
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of Taste and polite Knowledge. Madame 
de Tehcin was Mother of- d'AIembert, who 
owed hk Birtii to illicit Lore. 

No Meetings of a similar nature or deecrip- 
lion. appear to have existed in London, be- 
tween tbe Restoration of Charles the SectHid 
in 1660, and the conclasion of the seTeo- 
te^ith Caitury, except the Soci^ tiiiat met 
at the House of the femons Hortoina Man- 
cini, Docbess de Mazarin, Niece to the Car- 
dinal of tluA Name : who, from 1607, to tbe 
period of her Death in 1699, was accustomed 
to recave at her Apartznents, die Literati 
of boA sexes. St. Evr^mond, an Exile, a 
Foreigner, and a Fugitive, like herself con- 
stittited the jnincipal support, and the orna- 
ment of these parties; where theCheralierde 
Granunont, so well known by the Memoirs 
published under his name, was likewise 
to be found. It is curious to remark, that 
An first "Blae Stocking" Assemblies, and 
I believe, the only Meetii^ deeenriug that 
name, which hare erer hem hdd in Londtw, 
down to those of which we have been speai- 
mg; were set on foot by natives of France, 
expatriated and resident here. For, neither 
thelettacB,Bor^^ritingsof Addison, Gay, 
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Steele, Swift, or Pope, indic&te that aoy 
' such MeetiDgs existed from 1700, down to 
the beginning of the present Re^. Lady 
Wortley Montagn, Lady Hervey, the Du- 
chess of Qaerasbeiry, and rarions other 
femsJes distioguished by their taloits, no less 
ihoD by their high rank, adorned tiutt period 
of time; but they do not appeu* to have 
emnlated the line which Mrs. Montague so 
snccessfully undertook, though they occa^ 
sioDally received in their Drawii^-roonis, 
the Wits and Poets of the reigns of Queen 
Anne, of Cieorge the First, and €reoige the 
Second. Fordgners have indeed with reascMi 
reproached the En^ish, as too mucb attractr 
ed by the love of Play, to Clnbs composed 
exclusively of Men, to be capable of relish- 
ing a mixed Society, where researches of 
Taste and Literature constitnte the basis and 
the central point of union. 

1 quittied Finland in th« Sununer of 1777, 
and made some stay at the Hague, where I 
was presented by our Ambassador, Sir 
JoBq}h Yorke, to the Prince of Orange; with 
whom I afto-wards had the honor to sup at 
"thePalaoein the Wood," as ?vdl as to meet 
him' in piinte Sodffily. lUi Prince has be- 
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come so well koown to us, ftiace his precipi- 
tate retveat from Holland in the Winter of 
1705, by his long residence in En^and, that 
it is unnecessary to enter into any minute de- 
tails relative to his character and qualities. 
£tc9i at the period to which I allude, he 
neither inspired public respect, nor excited 
private r^ard. His person, destitute of dig- 
' nity, corresponded with his manners, which 
were shy, awkward, and altogether unfitted 
to his high situation as Stadtholder. If he 
dkplayed no glaring vices, he either did not, 
or could not, conceal many weaknesses, 
calculated to injure him in the estimation 
of mankind. A constitutional Somnolency, 
which increased with the progress of age, 
was too fi^uently accompanied by excesses 
still more iojurions, or fetal to his reputa- 
tion ; I mean those of the Table, particalarly 
of Wine. I have seai him at the Hague, of an 
Erening, in a large Company, at Sir Joseph 
Yorke's, in the situation that I here describe.' 
In vigor, ability, or resources of mind, such 
as might liable him successfully to struggle, 
like William the Third, «ith difficult or 
tumultuous Times, he was utterly deficient; 
If William die Fifth had possessed the £ner~ 
gies of that great Prince, w« should neither 
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have been engaged in War with Holland, as 
happoied towards the close of 1780; uta 
would the Stadtliolderate bare be^ over- 
turned in 1795, aud the Seren ProTmces, 
which successfully resisted all the power of 
Philip the Second, have ultimately sunk into 
an enslaved Prorince of the Coracan Ruler 
of Fruice. 

The two Brothers, John and Cornelius de 
Witt, became in every Sense as fbraidaEile - 
Opponents to William the Third, in 1673, as 
Van Berkel and NeufVille proved to his Suc- 
cessor, in the last Century: but, William the 
Fifth allowed the French Faction at Amster- 
dam, acting under the direction of Yer- 
gennes, to consolidate their strength, to coo- 
dude a Treaty with the American Insnrgients, 
and to precipitate a rupture between the 
Dutch CoouDonwealth and England. Hie 
magnanimoas Predecessor, though he had 
scarcdy then attained to mvihood, opposed 
abd snnnounted all the efforts of the Re* 
publican Party, sustained by Louis the 
Fonrteentii, with a view to subject Holland 
to French Ambition. Van Berkel merited 
the Fate which uqjustly befell the two da 
Witts, and only «tc^ied Puniahnunt by thei 
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inert and iac^mble Conduct of Uie Stadt- 
Jiolder, who pennitted the fairest opportu- 
nity to pass, for calling him to a public Ac- 
count, as a violator of the laws of Nations, a 
disturber of the public Peace, and an enemy 
to bis own Country. Relatire to William the 
Fifth's personal Courage, no opinion can be 
formed, as it was never tried ; but he pos- 
sessed neither the activity, nor any of *the 
endowments, fitted for the conduct of Ar- 
mies. It mnst howev^ be admitted that his 
Understanding was cultivated, his Memory 
very retentive, his Conversation, when un- 
embarrassed, entertaining and even instruc- 
tive, abounding with historical Infonnation 
that displayed extensive acquamtance with 
poHte letters; and that he joined to a fint 
Taste in the Arts, particularly in Painting, a 
generous protection of their Professors. In 
a period of repose, he might have been 
tolerated; but the Stadtholderate, at every 
time since its commencem«it in the person 
of William the First, and the original revolt 
of the Low Countries li-om Philip the Se- 
cond, has demanded the greatest Energies in 
the individual who was placed at tiie head of 
&e Dirich Commonwealth. 
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Nature, which rarely confers great or emi- 
nent qualities of Mind in hereditary Desert, 
seemed to have departed from that rule, in 
the House of Nassaa-Oraoge ; where she 
produced fire Princes in succession, all of 
whom were conspicuous in a greater or a less 
d^;ree, for courage, capacity, and the talents 
that insure or confirm political power. The 
five Roman Emperors, Nerra, Tngan, Ha- 
drian, and the two Antonines, who suc- 
ceeded each otho' in Antiquity, were alto- 
gether unallied by ties of Consanguinity. 
Adoption alone, cemented by matrimonial 
Alliances, constituted the Connexion exist- 
ii^ between them: and Commodus, whom 
we suppose to have been the Son of Marr 
cus Aurelius, the last of those five Cssars, 
. was only distinguished by his crimes, or 
by his incapacity. William the First, and 
fats two Sons, though by different Wives, 
Prince Maurice, and Prederic-Heory, who 
may be said to have successively occupied 
the Office of Stadtholder, or Captain-Gene- 
ral of the United Provinces, during foar- 
score yeafs, from 1567 to 1647, without in^ 
terruption; weK three of Ae most illustrious 
Men whcnn we have seon in modon A^ea, 
Evok William t)i« Second, though his end 
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Vas premature, and in some measure uofor- 
tunate, he having died in the Flower of 
Youth ; yet manifested no less streugtb of 
Character and vigor of Mind, than his three 
Predecessors. The whole existence of Wil- 
liam the Third, from his twentieth Year 
down to the Time of his Dissolution, formed 
a perpetual display of fortitude, endurance, 
toil, and military, as weU as civil Exertion. 
With faim expired in 1702, the great line of 
NasBAU-Oran^e. In 1747, the Dignity and 
Functions of Stadtholder, which had been 
suspended for five and forty years, were re- 
vived in the person of William the Fourth, 
Head of the Branch of Nassau- l>t^<z, colla- 
terally related to the preceding race. How- 
ever little favoured he might be by Nature in 
his bodily formation, which, was very defec- 
tive, resembling our popular Idea of Richard 
the Third ; and however moderately endowed 
with -intellectual powers was William the 
Fourth, who married the Princess Anne, 
daughter of George the Second ; he at least 
tuaiutaiued during the few years that hf! sar- 
Vivfed his elevation, an external dignity of 
D^Mrtment, and an irreproachable moral 
Conduct But, in the hands of William the 
Fifth his Son, may be said in every sense to 
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have beeome ecHpsecb, tint great Office of 
StadthoWer, id itself only leeo than royal; 
and under aUe niana^;eBKHt, perhaps even 
BOrc foimidable than tbe kingly Dign^ I 

The reception eif the l*te Prince of Qrmmgt 
by George the ThinJ, when he sought refpgt 
i&this Country, from ttie French hfrawBo, 
early in 1796; was no less afiectionate, hc» , 
jMtable, and cwdiat, Oian the Tieatment 
which Jantes (he Secoad expcneooed in 
1089, from Louis the Fourteentk. K Jmdm^ 
justly expdled by his Engtish subjectu ft» 
Tyranny, political and rej^gions, was lod^ 
at the Castie of St. Qermaiii, and treatad 
■mth Royal Honors, by the PreB<^ MoRWcbl 
WilKara was equally f^aoed in the Palaee 
at HamfitoB Court. The Princes of the 
Koyal Family, and the Natkm at la^. Tied 
in demonstrations of respect, compassioa, 
and attention towards him. The Prmcess 
of Orange, a Womim ot »(M more eletated, 
correct, and manly Character tban htt Hua- 
Irand, experienced as geneMn^ and as kiad 
a welcome, from rtie King and Qaeen of 
Greai Britain, as Mary of Modena, the Cod- 
sort of James, received in France, Of a 
stetnre exceeding the height of owfioary Wo- 
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men, she extresaeiy resembled m her figure, 
the late King of Prussia, Frederic-William 
die Seeoad, her Brother, who wa£ cast by 
Nature io the same Colossal Mould. For- 
tune, nhkii had percecuted her in Holland, 
dM Dot prove more faTonrable to her m Eng- 
land. H«r second 0o«, Priocfe Frederic of 
On&nge, n yomg man who etcited the live- 
liest expeclatioDS, and gave pTomiae of many 
virtues, had catered into the Austrian SeN 
vket after his Other's expulsion from Hol- 
land. By his Mother he was r^^ded with 
pecaliar predilection^ a« formed to support 
the Honor of the Houses of Nassau and of 
Brandenburgfa, from both which he equally 
descended. Exemplary in the discharge of 
all his military duties, to this principle his 
premature Death was to be attributed, whieh 
took place at Venice, in January, 1708 ; oc- 
eaaioned by a maligntint distemper or fever, 
caught in consequence of visiting tbe sick 
8o1dier«, confined in the Hoepit^s of that 
City. 

His Britannic Maiestj first read die ae- 

ttount of it at the Queen's Houae, in one «f 

the Froich Newspapers, on Thursday night, 

th« 31st of January, 1700. Shocked at the 
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intelligence, and not being quite sure of its 
authenticity, he put the Newspaper in his 
pocket; and taking the Queen aside, com- 
municated it to her with much concern. As 
the probabilities were greatly in favor of its 
truth, or rather, as no doubt could reasonably 
be entertained on the point, they agreed not 
to delay announcii^ it to the Prince and 
Princess of Orange ; who' mi^t otherwise re- 
ceive so melancholy a notification, through 
the channel of the English diurnal Publica- 
tions, or even from common fame. This de- 
termination they executed on the foltowii^; 
Day, at the Qtieen's House, where they de- 
tained the Prince and Princess for two or 
three Weeks, till the violence of the emotions 
occasioned by the loss of their Son, had 'sub- 
sided. Some faint hopes, indeed, were enter- 
tained during eight or ten Days after the arri- 
val of the intelligence, that it might prove ei- 
ther premature or untrue. It was, however, 
soon fiilly confirmed. All mankind agreed 
that Prince Frederic eminently possessed Tar 
lents, Honor, and Courage. His unfortunate 
father, aft» arriving in this Country under a 
dark political Cloud, and after residing here 
many years, without acquiring the public 
esteem, or redeeming his public character. 
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' fiaally and precipitately quitted England un- 
der a still darker Cloud; onlytoburybimself 
m the obscurity of Germany, there to expire, 
forgotten, .and almost unknown. Such has 
been the Destiny, in our Time, of the-Repre- 
sentative of that August House, which, in the 
sixteenth Century, while it conducted the 
Armies of Holland, opposed and humbled 
Spain; and which, in the seventeenth Century, 
affixed limits to the Ambition of France, under 
XfOuis the Fourteenth I A Corsican Adven- 
turer has since enslaved, plundered, and con- 
scribed during many years, the Country, over 
vhose CcHincils, Bamevelt, the two de Witts, 
and H^nsius, once presided; for which Van 
Tromp and Ruyter fou^t, conquered, and 
foil ; and where the spirit of Freedom seemed 
to have animated every individual, when the 
Duke (tf Alva .overran, and desolated those 
Provinces. It is in making these reflections 
on the modern Dutch, and contrasting their 
Conduct with the Heroism of their Ancestors, 
that we involuntarily exclaim with Goldsmith, 

" Gods ! how unlike jtheir Belg^c Sires of (M !" 

At the time when I visited the Hague, in 
July, 1777, Prince Louis, one of the firo- 
tbers of the then reigning Duke of Branswic 
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WolfenlH]tt«l, and ConHuandeiMn-chi«f ol the 
Dutch Foveee, e^^y^ a mach higbef fitte 
in tbe puMic Cenaidention, ttuK ctid the 
Stadebetder. } faa,Te raretjacea ni the «<mu«« 
of mj life, a i^ia of nore sMtreKHi* bod^ 
Dime»««D& WilH)un,i>ukc6f Can^)evland, 
SOD of GeiH|;ethe Seeond, Those Corpu>eiM:f 
Kifts exttenicv ^^ nerertiietces for slKrt af 
htffi io bulk. But, this prodigieas dims oi 
fle^ wbieb it lra» natuval t« swppoM^ wouM 
enevrate tc enfeeble the powevs of Us Mind, 
seewed neititer to kave rcBdered him iiidoieBl 
or iBaetire. The st reng fe of )m Character, 
uwt the solidity of bb Taleats, wh9e tbejr 
ai^iptiedi m same meuMre die defect» of the 
Ptmct o( OraDgcv annnstod and imp^Sed 
th» Tast nmdhnft that he ii^hitcd. Prince 
L*uis maatfraied no SaauMleacf yttum m 
Compai^ ; net vaa be ewr bwirsyed atTaWev 
into MECVMes wjusioK* to his i-«putstt0ii. Oa 
the ParsKle^ and in has military CapMity, Iw 
diapkycd eqsal animation and pfo<m«ional - 
knowledge. Attadwd totbe intercMEiAflihe 
House of Orange, and to those of Great Bri- 
tain,' he became naturally obnoxious to the 
French Facti«n in HoUaad ; whicii powerful 
Party finally effected bis removal ftdm Ibe 
post that he betd in the service of the Be- 
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pvUk^ aad eotap^led Uw to JwtiK oat «f 
^te Dmtcb thmaimom*, a ftw ye^rs lato'tbNi 
ihe yeriod of which I am flycakilife. H«<tied, 
I bflfeTC, ID 1768. His Diamaekm and De- 
parture prepuned the way ^BT the Of^^raw 
of tbe StadtboMerate, aotwithatan^isig tbe 
teapArarsr TnwBpb «f the -late Duke «f 
Bniatnnc, «nd the Capture of Asuterdwm, 
viffeeM in tbe Sumner <if 1767, by the 
Prasaan Forces. 

^is Brother, Pnacc FcrdmaiMl ^ Bntits- 
vric, who coinMODded the allied Jtirmy svitk 
•» much KptttatBOD, 'dwvig the " Seven Yeare 
War," from IT'S? >aoini to 1768; «nd ^vbo 
occupied *t t^ Time m -ttistbl^ii^ed a 
tamk. m the HMtory <of £drope ; prored Usa- 
mi{ MftqwHtMMihly an able <AeMnftl, and a 
good TBdaciaA;faBl kewatlsyiio meaxm eat- 
4owed ariitt saperior Talaris a£ aay kind, 
la oi'ddr «o ha»e aeawed i|!he degree of FaaM 
amt he had aoqutrsd io die FkU, it May )>e 
aiaerted thai he ougiA not to have aismved 
hi* bat Campaigti ; precisely as Jopenal says 
of liariMk, that be ehottld have hveatlnd Ms 
iMt, iameaKately a&er hia Victory orer tbfe 
Oinfaci, 

" Cum de Teutomco vellet deaceodere Cumi * 
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Tor, Prince Ferdinand booO aftenfrarda 
abandoned hiniflelf to the doctrines and reve- 
ries of the lUuminea ; an Association of Men, 
-who, it is well known, obtained such an as- 
cendant about that time, in Germany; Thej 
^uced his Mind to a degree of imbecility 
which could only excite Compassion. It will 
hardly be believed that before ^e year }77S, 
he was so subjugated bythem, as frequently 
to pass many Hours of the Night in Church- 
yards, ^igaged in evoking, and attempting 
to raise Apparitions. They practised success- 
fully on his credulity, making him conceive 
that he beheld Spectres, or aerial Forms. 
These occupations, which afforded sufficient 
proofs of intellectual decline, having im* 
-pelled the great Frederic, whose sound un- 
derstanding despised the lUwmiUs, to dis- 
miss Prince Ferdinand from his situation in 
Ihe Prussian Service; or, as Thiebault as- 
serts, in his " Souv^rs de vingt Ans," 
(which perhaps is more probable,) the King 
having liberated from Arrest an Officer whom 
the Prince had confined ; he resigned » 
Which ever was the Fact, he then retired 
to M^ddbui^h, of the Chapter of which se- 
cularized Archbishoprick, he was Dean, or 
Chief. 
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In that City he priacipally resided till the 
Time of. his Decease, divested of any mili- 
tary Cominaiul, living ia a sort of retreat; 
but, keeping a good Table, and receiving at 
Dinner, Strai^^ers of Condition who visited 
Magdeburg^ His income, a considerable 
part of which consisted in a Pension from the 
Crown of Great Britain, enabled him to mdn- 
tain an establishment becoming his rank. 
An Intimate friend of mine, now, I r^^t, 
no more; who was about that time. Minister 
-of England at the Court of Dresden, Mr. 
Oaboro, being well acquainted with Prince 
Ferdinand, used frequently to dine with 
him. The Prince, who treated him with 
great regard, wishing to make a Proselyte of 
him, one day proposed. that tbey.should go 
together to a certain Church-yard, on that 
same night; pronming him that a Ghost 
would in&llibly appear to them. Mr. Oa- 
bom ^reed to accept the proposal, and to 
accompany His Serene Highness to the scene 
of these supernatural exhibitions, provided 
that he would order six Grenadiers, their 
. pieces loaded with Ball Cartridge, to attend 
'th«n; and would eiyoin the Grenadiers. to 
fire upon whatever object might assume the 
appeiarancettf a Ghost But, the Prince by 
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DO iDcaaB relished the iilea, aod take party 
therefore did sot take place. Of the acca- 
mcf of tius Anecdote I can hmre do doi^it, 
tm it wea related to me by Mr. Osbovn hiab- 
teijt, whose honor aod veracity were uidifl|>u- 
table. Prioce Ferdinand contintted till the 
period of bis Death, in July, ITSS, io be « 
Dnpe and a CmiTert ofthe -fltwHtn^. 

Sir Joseph Yorke, afterwaadfi created Loni 
DoTer, maintained a distinguished rttok 
BOlong the Membere of the Corps DifdooK- 
tique, in 1777, at the E^ue. His Tidde, 
splendid and hospitdjle, was open to Stran- 
gers of evM7 Country. JSducated under 
Horaoe, Lord Walpole, and under the finrt 
Lord Hampdan, his manners and addnaa 
had in th«n «oniedmig formal and caremo- 
niou* ; but, the vig;ilattce end alutity windi 
he displayed during ^>ore Eve-and-twevtrf 
years that he-WM BmbBnadcrof fingluidlo 
the Statcs^Genertd, more than cocnpensated 
for tiiCBB de&eta of extennl D^Mrtment 
Ncter, pcriiiq»t at any period of modcfli 
Time, except by Sir William TWple, mder 
Chaiies the Second, wore tiu InteraBta of 
Gicat Biitain so ze^omly, yat «snp<s»tiif 
suBtamed. m by him; fer «kMn the dStadt* 
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holdw felt and expreised a sort of filial 
r^ard. In 1777, the English Sovereign and 
Nation stiU c<»ittnned to preaerre an Ascen* 
dancy in the Dntch Councils.; till the ang- 
Bomting Misfortnnefl, and accamulated Dis- 
graces of the American War, which finally 
enahted France to obtun a predominating 
influence, compelled Lord North to recall 
S}r Joseph Yorke from the Hague. 

With another of His Majesty's foreign Mi* 
nisters, Mr. Wroughton, who became aft^' 
wards Sir Thomas Wroughton, 1 passed a 
considerable part of the Summer of 1778, in 
the Ckrart and Capital of Poland. Warsaw, 
destined to become in more rectfnt periods, 
the llieatre of Carnage and Revolution, thwi 
ef^io^ed a delu«ive C^m; while Austria, 
Saxony, and Prussia, WMe inrolTed is war »• 
lative to the Bavarian Succeswon. Wrough- 
ton, at the Time of which I speak, waa about 
forty-six. He bad been very handsome in 
his youth; and though grown somewhat 
corpulent, still preserved many of the Graces, 
and much of die Activity, of that piarlod of 
life. His Education, if it had not given him 
a very cultivated Mind, had completely fitted 
him for the world ; and a rendence of tnora 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



IS8 HIHTOBICAL 

than twenty years at the two Courts of Po- 
land and Russia, in a public Character, ren- 
dered his Conversation, upon all points coft- 
nected with the History of the North of 
Europe, no less entertaining, than iaforming. 
From him I learned a number of curious 
facts respecting the two Russian Empresses, 
Elizabeth and Catherine ; which, though they 
assuredly would have been transmitted -to 
Posterity by prantome, cannot, without vio- 
lating Decorum, be commemorated in the 
jMresent Age. 

Sir Thomas Wroughton was sent, at three 
or four-and-twenty, Ut Petersburgh, wha-e he 
subsequently became British Consul, during 
the rdgn of the former of those princesses. 
No man was better acquainted with her Cha- 
racter, as well as with the political Intrigues 
which distinguished the concludii^ years of 
Elizabeth's life. He assured me that die died 
a victim to her own excesses, and almost 
with a saucer of Cherry-brandy at her lips; 
it having be«i found impossible, by any in- 
junctions of her Physicians, to prevent the 
female attendants about her pCTSon and Bed, 
from indulging her in this pemiaous gratifi' 
cation. The last Princess of the Stoart line 
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who rrigned in this Couotry, has been accus- 
ed of a similar passion, if we may believe the 
Secret History of that Time, or trust to the 
Couplet which was affixed to the Pedestal 
of her Statue in front of St. Paul's, by the 
satirical Wits of 1714. The Empress Eliza- 
beth's Amours were such as the Messalinas 
and Faustinas of Antiquity, are asserted 'to 
have carried on in the Capital of the Roman 
world, without delicacy, shame, or restraint 
Suetonius mi^t hare found it difficult to re- 
late, and Juvenal, as iinpossible to exaggerate, 
the particulars of Elizabeth's Gallantries. 

Of Catherine, Sir Thomas Wroughtori 
always spoke with admiration and respect, 
though with freedom. To her notice he was 
indeed greatly indebted for his elevation in 
life; she having been instrumental in pro- 
curing him the appointment of Consul to 
Petersbui^. As he was in the flower of his 
age at that time, and of an imposing %ure, 
he attracted her attention, and was honored 
by her with such distinguishing marks ' of 
predilection, as to draw upon him the resent- 
ment of the Grand Duke, fa^ Husband; 
who, when he ascended the Throng early 
in 1762, by the name of Peter the Third, 
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obtained during his short ragn,WroughtDn*8 
removal firom Russia. He was theu sent, by 
orders from his own Conrt, to Dresden, as 
Minister to Augustus the Third, Elector of 
Saxony, in his capacity of King of Poland ; 
and he accompanied or followed that Mo- 
narch from Saxony to Warsaw, in the last 
visit that Aiigustus made to his Polish Do- 
miaioiis. As Wrougbton had become an 
abject of Peter's unconcealed dislike or jea- 
lousy; and as Catherine bad distinguished 
him by personal attentions of the most flat- 
tering nature; it was not an improbable 
supposition, that she might have carried to 
tbe utmost extent, her preference of him. 
But he always assured me, even in Moments 
of tbe greatest confidence and unreserve, that 
he had never violated for an instant, the 
lintits of the uHMt {nvfound respect towards 
her; nor had ev«r received from her, encou- 
n^ement for such Presumption on his part. 
" Count Poniatowski," said he, " was her 
" LoTcr. I was only her humble Friend 
" and Sarvaot" 

lie told me, tiiat the first time he ever 
heard lite name of Orloff mentioned, or ever 
saw the Offioer who ^korwards .became^ as 
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Prince Orkiff, the avowed Favourite of Ca* 
theriae in every sense, was on the foUowiug 
occasion. Crosaiiig the Court of the WiQler 
Palace at Peterabtu^ sqme time during th* 
yew I7ti0, die Grand Dacbees, who leaned 
on faia ann, pointed oat to him a young Man 
in the Uniform of the Kosfaan Guards, thai 
in the act of aaluting hex with hia Spontoon; 
and added, " Vous vwftz ce beau jtwu 
" J9o)MM. Xe eannois»$z-vout ?" Wronghton 
replying in the negative, "Jl s'ttppeile Orkff^ 
said Catherine ; " CVomex^eow <p£U aemia 
" SmrtUesse dt me /aire VAmmtr ?" " 11 a$ 
" Mm kardi^ Madame," answered h^ sniiUng. 
■ The Conv€arsati<Hi proceeded no farther; b«t 
it remained deeply imprinted upon Wrough* 
ton's reccdlection, who from that Momeni si* 
leatly mticipated the fiitare favor of Orloff. 
Sir Thomas WroughtOB always spoke to me 
of Catherine's Partiei^atioA or AftCpl1)esce«c* 
in fehe Death of Peter tiae Third, as involun- 
tary, retnctaat, and the Result of as instn^ 
monntable NecesKty. He men considered 
her knowledge of the Destruction of thd 
aafortmate Emp^vr Ivan^ who wa« stabbed 
by fail own Gnards at ScUnsselboo^, hi 
1764, .with a view to prevent Ins being li- 
berated by Minkvritttb, 98 exce^ingly pro- 
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blematical. But he believed, iii common 
with all Polaod. that Catherine had found 
means to entrap, and to transfer to Peters- 
bui^b, the Princess Tairakanoff, a Daughter 
■ of the Empress Elizabeth ; where, as was 
asserted, she had perished in prison, by the 
waters of the River Neva entering the room 
in which she was confined. There tan be no 
Doubt that Alexis Orloff, so well known in 
the Annals of Catherine's Reign, who thetl 
commanded the Russian Fleet in the Medi^ 
terranean ; became on that occasion, the in- 
stniment of her vengeance, or rather of her 
apprehensions, by enticing on board his Ship, 
in the Port of Leghorn, the unhappy Female 
in question. This Accusation, sustained by 
many strong facts, and apparent proois, nar- 
rated at great length, has since been sub* 
mitted to the Tribunal of Europe, in " Xa 
Vie de Catheiine Seconds," by Castera, pub- 
lished in 1797, soon after the Empress's 
Decease. Sir John Dick, who at the time of 
the supposed Princess's seizure by Alexis 
OHoff, was British Consul at Li^hom ; is 
named in the Work to which I allud^ as 
having been an Accomplice in the act d 
ensnariog, and carrying her off to the Bus- 
«an Adtnliral's Ship. His Wife is likewise 
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chimed witti a pwtietpi^on in so fbal a 
oODspiracy. 

I lived during sereral yean, in kabits of 
fiuniliar acqaointance widi tiir John Dicfc, 
who retained, at fourscore, all the activity 
of middle li&, together with the perfect pos- 
•casioD of his Memory and Faoalties. He 
ttasan agreeable, tntertainii^, and well bred 
Man, who bad se«i mnch of the World. 
Dining in a lai^. Company, at Mr. Tfaotnad 
Hope's, in Berkeley Sqawv, mi Sunday, the 
loth Of Febrntty* 1799^ 1 sat by Sir John 
Dick ; and well knowing his intimacy with 
Alexis Orloff, I inquired of him, where tiie 
Coont then was ; " He is," answered Sir 
John Djck, '* at present at Leipsie, from 
" which place he wrote to me, only three 
" Weeks ago. The Emperor Paul com- 
" manded him to travel, aftar having made 
*' him and Prince Baratinskoi, both of whom 
" assisted in the termination of Peter the 
" Third's life, assist likewise at the funeral 
'' cerem<mie« of tiiat Prince. They held the 
." Pall, and actually mounted guard ov^m* the 
** Body, in the Church of the Citadel of 
" Peterabuigh; remaining the whole night, 
"-wth- the Corpse. Alexia went ttwough 

VOL. I. D 
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" this functi(m with perfect Composure.* 
Encouraged by the frankness of this reply, 
I ventured to ask him, if he had read the 
Narrative of the Princess TarrakanofiTs Sei- 
zure, related in " La Vie de Catherine Se- 
" conde ?" " I have certainly perused it,* 
said he, " and not without some concern,- as 
" I am there accused by name, no less than 
" my Wife, of havii^ been a party to the act 
" of transporting by violence, a young, uq- 
" suspecting, and innocent Princess, on 
" board the Russian Fleet. I will reTate to 
" you, as a man of veracity, all the part that 
" I took, and all I know, rdlative to the 
" pretended Princess in question ; who is 
" there assn'ted to have been a Daughter of 
*' Elizabeth,. Empress of Russia, by Alexia 
" Razoumoffsky. 

" During the time that the Russian Squar 
" dron lay in the harbour of Leghorn, hi 
" 1771, Aleids Orloff, who was the Admiral, 
" resided frequently, if not principally, at 
" Pisa, where he hired a splendid House. 
*' One morning, about eleven o'clock, a Cos- 
" sack, who was in his Service, and who 
" acted as his Courier, arrived at my door ; 
" <:hai%ed with a Message, to inform me that 
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" his master, with some Company, in three 
" .Carriages, meant to dine with me on that 
" Day. I accordingly ordered a Dinner to 
" be [H^pared for his reception. When he 
" arrived, he brought with him a Lady, 
" whom he introduced to my Wife and to 
" myself: but he never named her, only 
' " calling her, " Questa Dama." She was by 
" no means handsome, though genteel in her 
" fignre ; apparently, thirty years of Age ; 
" and had the air of a person who had suf- 
" fered in her health. There seemed some- 
" thing mysterious about her, which excited 
" my Curiosity, but which I could not pene- 
" trate. Considering her with attention, it 
" struck me forcibly that I had seen her be- 
" fore, and in England. Being determined, 
" if possible, to satisfy myself on this point, 
" as we stood leaning against the Chimney 
" piece in my Drawing-room, before Dinner, 
" I said to her, *' I believe. Ma'am, you 
" speak English." " I speak only one little," 
*' answered she. We sat down to Dinner, 
" and after the repast, Alexis Orloff pro- 
" posed to my Wife, and to another Lady 
" who was there present, to accompany him 
" and the female stranger, on bos^d his Ship. 
" They both declining it, OrlofT. took her 
o % 



n,gti7ccT'GpOglc 



196 HIilTOmiCAL 

" with him in the Evcsimg. The Boom, .or 
" Chain, was tinea ttniched acrou the Har- 
" boiir: but a Boat caipe from the Roasian 
" Admiral's Ship, into which be put the 
" Lady, and accompanied her, himself safit 
" on board. 

" On the ensuing Momii^, when Orioff 
" came on shore, he proceeded to my Honse. 
" His Eyes were violently in6amed, and bis 
" whole Countenance betrayed much a^a- 
" tion. Without explainii^ to me the csmbc 
" or the reason of this Disorder, he owned 
" that he hod passed a very unpleasant 
" Night; and he requested me to let him 
" have some of the most amnsinf; Books in 
" my Library.inorderto divert the Ladywho 
'.' was 00 board hia Ship. I never sa>r her 
" again : bat, 1 know that soon afterwardt^ 
" she was sent by Alexis, in a Frigate, to 
" Cronstadt; where, without bdng ever land- 
" ed, she was transferred up the Neva, to 
" the Fortress of Schlnsselbourg, at the 
" mouth of the lake Ladoga. Catherine 
" there confined ber, in the very room that 
'i Peter the Third had caused to be con- 
'^ structed, with intent to shot up herself in 
" it The Lady unquestioaably died in that 
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** Prison, ofChagria; but she Was not drowQ- 
** ed by fhe water of the Neva cdtaing into 
" her Apartm^it, as is asserted ia " L^ Vie 
" de Catherine Seeonde." 

" Having stated to you," continued Sir 
John Dick, " these Circumsttmces, E will now 
*' inform you, who, and of what description, 
'* was the lady in question. Far from being, 
'- as is pretended, a Daughter of Elizabeth, 
" Empress of Rnsna, her &th^ was a fiaka: 
" of Nuremberg in Franconia. If, mi this 
*' point, my Testimony should appear to you 
** doubtful or suspicious, the present Mar- 
"' graTe of Anspacb, who is in this Country, 
" and who knew her well, is ready to testify 
** the saiqe &jct She was a Woman of plea- 
'* sure, during a i^wt timie, both in Paris, 
" and here in Londcla ; at which last men- 
" tiraicd City, she had picked up a few 
" Words of English. Prince Nicholas Rad- 
'* zivil, who was driven out of Poland by 
" the Russians, having met with. her, made 
" her his Misbess, and carried her with him 
" into Italy. In order to revoige himself on 
*' Catherine, who had expelled bim from his 
** native Country, and confiscated his im- 
*' v^ue Estates in Lithuania, he resolved 
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" on calling her the PriDcess Tarrakanofl', 
" pretending that she was Elizabeth's Daugh- 
" ter. Such she was in feet considered to 
" he by many who saw her; and the report 
. " acquiring strength, soon reached Peters- 
" bui^h. Catherine, naturally alarmed at 
" the existence of a Female Pretender, who 
" mig^t lay claim to the very Throne of Rus- 
" sia ; and being informed thiat Prince Rad- 
" zivil asserted her right to the 'Empire, as 
'" a le^timate Daughter of Elizabeth by 
" Razoumofisky, to whom she had been. 
^* secretly married ; thought that not a Mo- 
" ment was to be lost, in securing the peraon 
" of so dangerous a rival. She issued private 
" Orders therefore to Alexis Orloff, epjoining 
" him to gain possession of the pretended 
" Princess, at all events, and by every -pos- 
■" Bible means, either of money, or of violence. 
" To BO great a height did the Empress's 
" Apprehensions rise, that OrloflF avowed to 
" me, he had received the positive commands 
" of her M^esty, to pursue her 'even to 
*' Ragusa, if necessary ; where it vras un- 
" derstood she had retired; to demand her 
** from the Government of that small Repub- 
" lie ; and if they should refuse to give her 
" up, to bombard the City, and to lay it in 
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'*' Ashes. But, Alexis found means to en- 
" trap, or to entice her, without either dis- 
** turbance or hostility. He treated her as 
" his Mistress, white he resided at Pisa, and 
" wfaUe she lay on board his Ship at Lc^ 
".hwo. These are all the Particnlars-that I 
^ know relative to her, and all the share that 
*' I had in her DetentioQ, or her Misfortunes.'* 

It is probable that tliis recttid, however 
natural and plauable it may appear, or how- 
erer true it may be in point of fact, will 
nererthdess by no means carry convictioa 
to every mind. I confess, that it oeithet 
produced that Sentiment in me, at the time 
when Sir John Dick related it ; nor, on the 
jullest consideration, am I thoroughly per- 
suaded that the Person in question, was not 
the .Daughter of Elizabeth. It seems to be 
imiTctrs^ty admitted, and 1 have aJway^ 
been so assured, that the Empress did pri- 
vately espouse Razoumoffsky.; that she bad 
by. him, betwe^i the years 1740 and 1745) 
Tarions c^drcn ; one of whom was brought 
up, and called the Princess or Countess Tar- 
lakanoff. Prince Rad^vil might, as is as- 
serted in *' La Vie de Catherine SeeoHde," . 
hffve contrived mioans to carry her off; and 
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after occoiiipuiyiiig her ta Rome, migiit tHat 
have quitted or deserted her. It is unques- 
tionable, eren by Sir Jolm Diok's Aoconat, 
tliat Catherme drsaded her ; end that Orlofl^ 
by her Orders, decoyed, ensnared, and made 
himself master of the person of this nnfer- 
tnnate Female. Bnt, that in order to <Act 
his base and barbarona Purpose, Orloff 
actually married her, or pretended so to do ; 
that she passed Kveral D<^i under Sir John 
Dick's roof, in amusement and dissipatioB ; 
that " the Consul, his Wife, and the Wift of 
" Rear Admiral Greig, took their aeato by 
" her in the Barge, which conTeyed h«r on 
" board the Russian Squadron;' finally, that 
a British Consul would dishonor himself, hia 
Sovereign, and his Nation, by openly IkoiK. 
tating go perfidious an Act ;-^^l these Asser- 
tions oS Caetera, and many ethers relatire 
to her treatmant on board OrloO's Ship, 
appear to me wholly undeeerving of credit 
They are, indeed, completely dii^vored by 
Sir John Dick's NarratiTe to me, nnless wo 
suppose him utterly devoid of Truth and HoJ 
nor. On the other hand, that he should hav* 
remained silent under such a Charge, made - 
in the &ce of all Europe, without attempting 
tf» repel, or to disprove it, in as poblie a man- 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



UEM0IB9. 2dl 

att, at it vu brought forward; seems almost 
like a native admission of its Veracity. 
His daiial of the AccnsatioD, given in private 
GoDTKsatioD to me, could not redeem \a» 
Character to the World at large. Sir John, 
we may likewise remember, lay under per- 
son^ ObBgations to Catherine the Seccmd, 
who had conferred on him one of the Bnauan 
Ordn^ of Knighthood ; and from bb Con- 
nexion with whom, while Orloff lay at Leg- 
horn with her Fleet, be bad derived gHeat 
pecuniary Advantages. The manner in which 
Alexis treated him, by bringing to his Housa 
a Stranger, without previously solicitii^ Per- 
mission ; whom he never announced to Sir 
John* or to his Wife, by name; and with 
whmn be lived as his M iatresa ; — these Facts 
seem to itnply great atabservience on the part 
of the British Consul ; and will probi^ly ii^- 
duce us to pause, before we give implicit 
belief to his AssKtions. I teave, however, 
the decision on tibia point, to every man's 
own Opini<Mi. 

Btit, was the Lady in qnestian, tfce Daiigb' 
t^ of Elisabeth, or not? It seems to me ini> 
poBsibfe, for want of Evidence, to reply satis, 
foctorily to Qm qaetrtion, I confess however. 
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that I think it more probable She should hare 
been, as Sir John Dick asserted, a German 
Woman, whom Prince fiadziTil had instract- 
ed, or induced, to assume the Name and Ti- 
tle of Princess Tarrakanoff. ItisevOTTery 
difficult alt<^ther to CMidann the Empress . 
Catherine, for endeavouring to get possession 
of her person. For, had She passed over to 
Ragusa, and from thence into the Ottoman 
Dominions, she would have been, when once 
in the hands of the Turks, with whom Russia 
was at war, a most dangerous Competitor to 
the Throne. We must recollect, that Cathe- 
rine herself had attained the Imperial Dignity 
byaRoTolulioD, and the consequent Destruc- 
tion of her Husband, without any right of 
Descent. To Her, an Impostress was newly 
as fotmidable, as a rightful Pretender to the 
Crown. The History of the felse Demetrius, 
in the Beginning of the seventeenth Century, 
so famous in the Muscovite Annals, might 
justly inspire her with apprehension. Simi- 
lar Scenes mig^t be renewed under her own 
Reign, in the interior of that vast Empire. 
Pugatcheff had long been considered, by a 
great part of the Russian People, as the Em- 
p^tir Peter the Third. These Considerations 
must, at least in a political point of view, 
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justify Catherine for taking measures to pre- 
Tent the Lady in question, from being made 
an instrumeDt in the hands of vindictive or 
ambitious individuals, to accomplish their 
projects of V«igeance against herself. In the 
eyes of Morality and of Humanity, the whole 
Reign and Administration of that Empress, 
however brilliant and imposing it may appear 
through the medium of Voltaire's, or of the 
Prince de Ligne's Writings, cannot bear a 
close ^xamiuatioD, or support a aev^e Scru- 
tiny. 

The first Grand Duchess of Russia. Wil- 
helmina, Princess of Hesse Darmstadt, who, 
on her Marriage with the Grand Duke Paul, 
assumed the Name of Natalia Aleadewna; 
perished, like the pretended Princess Tarrar 
kanoff, in the Prime of Life, and under Cir- 
cumstances that excited at the Time, much 
Commiseration. I have seen the Grand Du- 
chess in question, at the Drawing-room at the 
Palace of Peterhoff, in 1774, soon aft» her 
Marriage. She had heexi chosen in prder- 
ence to two of her Sisters, who accompani- 
ed hra- on the Jonmey from Germany to Rus- 
sia. Those Princesses must have been vary 
deficient in persoiial Attractions, if Paul's 
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Selection resalted from her superiority in that 
respect, above her Sisters. I have rarely be- 
held a young person less &Tored by Nature^ 
She had a scorbatic Humor in her face, nor 
did her Countenance indicate eitho- intelli- 
gence or dignity; but she was said to l>« 
amiable aiid pleasing in her Manners. To 
the great Joy of Catherine, as well as ojf 
the JBmpire at large, which anxiously ex- 
pected the Birth of an Heir, she became 
pr^nant in 1775. That she died about two 
Years subsequent to her Marriage, during 
the Confinement incident to her Accouche- 
ment, is certain ; but, the precise M'ature of 
her Deatii is not well ascertained, and pro- 
duced various Reports, some of which were 
injurious to the Empress's Reputation. I 
have, rnysd^ heard them, while I resided 
at Vienna, from Persons of the highest DiB> 
tinctioo, particularly from two Princes of 
Hesse Ffailipstahl, within three or four Years 
aAet the Grand I>u<jkss'8 Decease: but, 1 
believe that tiiey were not entitled to Credit. 
It was likewise gmerally asserted that tha 
Princess in question had formed a strong 
Attacloneat for one of the handsomest, as 
wdt as most accomplished young NoblemCT 
about the Court (tf Petcrsbargh, with whom 
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Bhe had entered into a CorreBpondence of • 
delicate Description. The Circumstance 
becoming known to Paul, occamoned Him 
no ordinary Uneasiness. A Fact which seoD- 
ed to give ProbabiUty to the Story, is that 
the Noblanan himself to whom I allude, was 
then resident at Vienna ; to which City he 
had been sent, as commMi Fune affirmed, by 
Catherine, on the complaints of her Son, im- 
mediately after the Death of Uie nnfortunate 
Princess in question. I knew him rery &mi* 
liarly, while at Vienna. He since filled the 
post of £nToy from the Empress of Russia^ 
at an Italian Court ; where he was believed to 
hve carried his Temerity, and his Success, 
even higher than he had done at Petersburg. 
Few Men whom f have erer seen or known, 
were more formed by Natore to be beloved 
by Women. His Figare was advantageous ; 
bis Manners, though lofty, yet were gay and 
captivating, whenever he desired to conciliate 
good-will ; and his Conutenuice, which some* 
what resembled that of a Cal.muck, had in 
it nevertheless, an air of great Distinction, 
Spirit, and Intelligence. He had served in 
the Russian Fleet, under Alexis Orloff ; was 
present at the memorable Victory o( Tscfais* 
m6, on the coast of Natolia, in 1770, when* 
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the Turkish Squadron in that Bay was de* 
Btroyed; and had acquired, under Admirals 
Elphtnstone and Greig;, not only . a know- 
ledge of naval Tactics, but of the Ei^lish 
language likewise, which he spoke with ad- 
mirable ease and flueocy. The secret His- 
tory of the Imperial Family of Russia, from 
the Reign of Peter the First inclusive, down . 
to the present Time, has already furnished, 
and will, as it gradually becomes known, 
continue to afford. Matter of the most curious, 
as well as interesting Nature. When we re- 
flect that three Emperors, Peter, Ivan, and 
Paul, have successively perished by violent 
Means, within little more than half a Ctp.- 
tury ; and when we consider that this stu- 
pendous Empire, embracing so vast a Por- 
tion of the Globe, has been governed almost 
exclusively by Women, from the Year 1725, 
down to 1706, Including a Space of more 
than seveuty Years ; — lastly, when we recol- 
lect that of the four Females who have suc- 
cessively swayed the Sceptre of Peter the 
Great, two, namely, Catherine the First and 
Second, were Germans or Livonians, uncon- 
nected except by Marriage, with the ancient 
Czars or Sovereigns of Muscovy ;— when we 
contemplate these Facts, we cannot be sur- 
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prized if this Asiatic Empire, newly assiitti- ' 
lated to our European MoDarchies and States, 
should present Scenes altogether unlike the 
Manners of London, Paris, or Vienna. 

After the Death of the Grand Duchess, 
Catherine was at least determined to lose no 
time in providing for her Son a second Wife. 
For this purpose, she applied, almost imme- 
diately subsequent to the Decease of the un- 
fortunate Natalia Alexiewna, to the great 
Frederic, King of Prussia, requesting him 
to select for Pan), a German Princess, to 
supply the vacancy occasioned in the im- 
perial Family. She even sk^xhed out with 
her own Hand, the prominent qualities of 
person and of mind, which she considered 
as principally requisite in the object of his 
Choice. This delicate Commission Frederic 
executed with great Ability; and, having ful- 
ly ascertained tbe ground, he recommended 
the Princess Sophia of Wirtembei^ to the 
Empress, for her future Daughter-in-law. It 
wfis perhaps impossible to have made a more 
judicious Selection for such a dangerous 
Eminence, which frequently conducted to a 
Convent, to Siberia, or to a Grave. She was 
not quite seventeen years of Age ; and she 
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poBsewed, besides the Graces of youth, pm- 
sooal Attractions, well cidcalated to retain 
the 'Grand Doke's Affections. Her Undov 
standii^, solid* and her Dcftortment, blame- 
less, secured universal Esteem ; while, at the 
same time, she neither displayed such Ta^ 
leuts, energy of Character, or Ambition, as 
could render her an object of Cakberine's Ap- 
prehension. Paul, accompanied by Marshal 
fiomanzoff, whose Victories over the Turks 
have rendered him so justly celebrated, was 
seiit by Catherine, in 1776, to Berlin ; where 
Frederic, afto- contributing to procure hira 
a Wife, entertained him at Potzdam, in the 
most splendid manner. 

At one of these £ntertainmexits> given, if I 
recollect right, in the new Palace near Sam§ 
Soucij in the midst of the Dinner, a lai^ 
piece of the Ceiling fell down on the Table, 
involving the room and the Company in dust, 
confusion, and astonishment : not unlike the 
Accid«it which Fundanins relates as hap- 
pening at Nasidienus's Supper. The King, 
with admirable presence of mind, instantly 
throwing his Arms round Paul, who sat next 
him, held the Grand Duke closely embraced, 
without saflering him to stir, till the Cans^ 
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as well as the Consequebces of the Disaster, 
were ascertained. When it was discovered to 
bare arisai only from a defect in the plaister 
of the Ceilit^, and to have been altogether 
casual, a Courier was immediately dispatch- 
ed to Petextbnrgh, stating the particulars to 
Catherine ; aasurii^ her at the same time, 
that her Son was in perfect safety. We cah- 
uot help admiring the qiucknfess of Frede- 
ric's perception, which, ignorant as he was 
firom what canse so unusual and alarming an 
Event origioated, led him, without a Mo- 
ment's delay, to participate the Danger and 
the Misfortune, if such existed, with the 
Grand Duke. In fact, they must have pe- 
rished bother, if they perished at all. The 
m&lignity of Mankind would unquestionably 
have suspected or attributed Treachery of 
some kind, had any fetal Accidait, in which 
the King was not envdoped, befelloi his 
Guest. Frederic, by his promptitude, ob- 
viated the possibility of misrepresentation, 
either at Petersbui^h, or in any other of the 
Courts of Europe. 

During the first ten or fifteen years of the 
Reigo' of Catherine the Second, it was com- 
monly believed ; and in Poland, where Mm 

VOL. I. p 
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'toitnred to ctate tiieir OjMiiioiis m Comermt 
tioa with more fii^edom than they dared t» 
do in Russia, I have heard it often raain- 
temed m prirate Society; that the Grand 
I>iifce Pan) wonld, sooner or later, disap- 
pear, as Peter the Third did in 1762, and as 
tiie ilnfortmiate £mperor Ivan did m 1764. 
U Caprine bad dreaded her Son, such aa 
Event might have been not impossibie : but 
she ksew him, and did not fear him. The 
fltrongest mark of her snperionty to all ap- 
prehension from his machinations, w effi>rte 
to ascend the Russian Throne befart im 
time, ma the permission vhich she gave 
him to travel over GKrmany, Fraoce, and 
Italy. Peter the First never extended sodi 
a Degree of Emandpatum to his Sob, the 
Czsrowitz Alexis. Pftal waa accompanied 
on his Tour, by the Grand DuchesS, for 
mkom he then manifested the utmost f(wd- 
nesB ; thoi^ die testimoniet wtuoh he gave 
her «f bis affection, were not always regula- 
ted by delicacy w propriety. Sir William 
Hunilton told me, that when Paul arrived 
at Naples in 1782, he had the honor to ac- 
company t)ic Grand Duke and Dudiess, 
on tfaeu- Excttrn<ms round that City; in Ot^ 
da> to view Portici, Pomp^i, and die otlitfr 
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^ncipal «fa)j«ctB of Curiosity Tsnted l^ Tra- 
veller. " The first time." said Sir Waitam. 
" dmt I was with Aem in a Coaeb, we had 
" not proceeded br, wht» Paul, as if im- 
** conscbns that I was pmscNt, throwing his 
" Arms ahowt the Gravd Duehass, h^^ to 
" kiss hn'wilhasiimieh waratth,ashecoiiJd 
^' have shewn if th«y had been slane, and 
" newly manried. I was somewhat eabftr- 
" rassed at this unusual dieplay of onatrima- 
" nial Attachment, hardly knowing which 
" way ^ dwect wy yiew ; for tj^^v w«9 no 
" lOtW person with ufi in the Currit^ : «»d 
^* as 1 sat opposite to their Ka^ieiial Higjb- 
'* muttm, I eowid not easily avoid seeing all 
" that passed, tikongh I affe«led to lo^ 
^ through the gJase, at the object wl^houl. 
" M i^a^th, the Graiod Z>Hke addressing 
*' hiMBelf to me, said, ' Mmsiew Le ChevA- 
** iter, Tame btameoup ma Femme.' It was 
" imfMMsihle not to eredit the Asseitiioa, after 
" Ihe prottfs wbicfa he had jnsC exhibtted. 
" But we had «ot proceeded a Mile £iir- 
" Iher, when lie reeoBOWMced the aa«ae 
" detnoBstratioBS of Attadiiueat, which he 
" repeated many itamea h«fone we arrived H 
** Foitici: usiraUy -ohsariBg to m«, «aeh 
** tfaue, ' Vmit voyex ftte J'aitM bem/fmp 
p2 
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" ma Fetnme.' I could only express my sa^ 
" tisfactioD at his Felicity, concealing my a»- 
" tonisbment at the Testimonies of it which 
" 1 had witnessed." It would have been hap- 
py for this violent and in&tu&ted Prince, if 
he had never ascended the Russiui Throne, 
but had always continued in the state of po- 
litical Annihilation to which his Mother had 
reduced him, and in which she retained him 
to the end of her life. 

The pretended Princess Tarrakanoff, and 
the first Grand Duchess of Russia, wa« not 
^c only Females of high rank, who expired 
by a premature Death, under Catherine's 
Reign. Augusta Caroling eldest Daughter 
.of the late celebrated Duke of Bnmswic- 
Wolfenbnttel, who fell at Auerstadt in 1806, 
-is supposed to have perished in a manner 
equally mysterious. . This Princess, who 
was bom towards the end of the year 1764; 
before she attained the Age of sixteen, was 
married to the Prince, of Wirtembei^, since 
elevated by Bonaparte to Uie Dignity of a 
King. He was then about twenty-six years 
old, and might be considered as erentual 
presumptive Heir to his Uncle, the reigning 
Duke of Wirtembei^, Charles Eugene, who 
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had no Issue. When I was at the Court of 
Bninswic, in the Autumn of 1777, at which 
time' the Princess was near- thirteen, I saw 
her more than once, in the Apartments of her 
Mother. She had a very &ir CompIexion^ 
light Hair, pleasing Features, and an interestr 
ing Figure. Some years after her Marriage; 
she accompanied the Prince her Hushand 
into Russia, when he- entered into the mili- 
tary Service of that Crown; to the Heir of 
which, as has been already stated, bis Sister 
was' married. They resided during some 
time at Petersburgh, or in other parts of the 
Russian Etapire ; but in 1787 he quitted Gar 
therine's Service and Dominions; leavii^ 
his Wife behiud, of whose conduct, it was 
asserted, he had great reason to complain. 
They had then three Children liviDg, two 
Sons aud a Daughter, whom the Empress 
permitted him to take away, when he with- 
' drew from her Employ; but she retained the 
Princess under her own Protection. At the 
end of a year or two, it was notified to the 
Prince of Wirtember^, as well as to the 
Duke of Brunswic, by order of the Empress, 
that the Consort of the one, and the Daugh- 
ter of the other, was nO more. The Duke, 
her Father, immediately demanded in the 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



dl4 HISTOKICAL 

most pftwiog terms, diat her Body migld 
be dediverdd ap to him : but this re({iiMt 
was never gnnted, nor did he etea receira 
Bay such authcDtic prooft of hn* Decease, 
MXtd still less of tiie Circumstances att«idii^ 
it; a* could satisfy hhn oa the subject 
Doubts were nc^ only mtntained whetbtr 
sho died a aatural Death, bat it remiDed 
qaestionable wbetbv she did uot still sw- 
^ve, aad was not existiDg in Siberia; or in 
tfae Polar Deserts ; like many otho- illostri- 
MS Exiles of her own Family, wbo had beey 
buished thither by the ^niwess Elizabeth, 
when she ascended the Throne in 1741, on 
the Deposition of Ivan. 

In May, 1797, the Princess Royal a/ Eng- 
land was married to Ae Prince of Wirtera- 
berg; vko, before the conclusion of that year, 
became Duke, by the decease of Frederic 
Eugene hie Father. Early in the Summer 
of 1738, a.Gendeman conversi^ with me on 
the subject of the first Princess of Wirtem- 
bei^'s Death, assured me that he had seen 
and perused all the papers relatire to her Im- 
prisomnent and Decease ; which, at the de- 
sure of the Prino* himteIC and by, his An- 
&ority, had been O^amutted to. George the 
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TKird; who, after a iiill mspectkin of ibetn, 
became perfectly convinced of his having 
had no part, direct or indirect, in that dark 
and melmcholy Tnuisaction. 

*' Frederic Williani, reigaaag Duke of 
" Wirtanbeig," said he, " entered -whm 
<* young, aa is w^ known, into the Prussian 
** Service. Old Frederic hked and distin- 
" guished him. Wishing to attach him to &e . 
" House of Brandenbnigh by j^ermanent 
" ties, and cmind^ring him as a man oif pro- 
" nrismg Abilities, tiie Kiag htm«e)f s«t oo 
*^ fbot, and finalty conchided his Marriage 
** -with the ddest I>angbteT of his own fa- 
'* vorite Nephew and QeoenX, the Duke of 
** BmiKwic. lliis £veat took place in 1780. 
" Abont five years idterwards, Frederic 
'^ bang disposed to form a second AlKance 
**■ with the Family of Wirtembnrg, by raarry* 
*' h>g his great Nephew, the present King of 
" Pmssia, as soon as his age would aUow, 
** with the Princess Elizabeth, Sister to the 
** Prince ; dispatdbed him to Petersbmgh 
** for tikat purpose. His InsfructioDs were, 
** to apply to Ihs Sister the Grand Duchess, 
" for the ex«rtion of ber influence at the 
*' Court of Stn^ard, in order to prevail on 
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"the Duke to promiae bis Niece to tii« 
" eventual Heir of the Prussian Monarchy. 
" This Negotiation was however rendered 
" unsuccessful, by the demand which the 
" Emperor Joseph the Second made about 
" the same time, of the Princess Elizabeth 
" of Wirtembei^, for his Nephew, Francis, 
" hereditary Prince of Tuscany, now Em- 
"peror of Austria; a Marriage which was 
" Actually accomplished early iu 1788. 

" When the Prince of Wirtemberg arrived 
" in the Capital of the Russian Empire, this 
" Austrian Alliance was already settled ; or 
" at least, was too far advanced in its Pro- 
" gress, to be overturned by his interference. 
',* After making therefore every effort in bis 
" power, tbrongh the Grand Duchess, to 
*' prevent its Accomplishm^it; and finding 
" these Exertions fruitless, he returned to 
" Potzdam. Whether Frederic suspected 
" any duplicity or insincerity on his jwrt ; 
"or, wfae^er it was the result merely, of 
" Disappointment; it is certain that he re- 
" ceived the Prince very coldly : and the 
" Empress of Russia having soon afterwards 
" invited him into her Servii^ he quitted 
" that of Prussia, and revisited P^rsbuigh. 
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" She ODployed him in the war that began io 
" 1787 against the Tulrks ; and he command- 
'* ed one of the three Armies which took 
'* the field. The Van, consistidg of forty 
" thousand Men, vas entrusted to him. He 
" is SEud to h&ve displayed great military Ta^ 
"lent, to bare distinguished himself much, 
" and to have rendered essential Serricea to 
" Catherine. 

" At the time that he entered the Russian 
'f Service, be carried the Princess his Wife 
" with him to Petersbui^, as frell as the two 
" SoDB and Daughter which she had brought 
*' bim. Being, in the flower of her yoiith, 
" endowed with many amiable qualities of 
" mind and of deportment, she soon became 
" a Favorite of Catherine ; in whose Society 
" and intimate Confidence she occupied a 
" distinguished place. It can hardly bow- 
** ever excite Astonishment, that such an in- 
" terconrse should have been calculated to 
*' corrupt her Morals. The Court and Pa- 
" lace of the Empress, were Scenes of< dissi- 
*' pation and licentiousness. Yet, when the 
*' Prince went to serve against the Turks, h^ 
" of necessity, left his Wife exposed to all 
'* these Temptations. In effect, during bis 
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" absence, riie conducted herself lo imprn- 
" deotly, that vfam he retnnied, after the 
** Goncliision of the Cunpaigo, to Peters- 
** boi^b, he found himself compelled to 
** adopt some stroDg Measures lespectiiq; 
" her. Beii^ placed m this painful situa- 
" tioD, he wrote to her Fa&», the D«ke c^ 
" Bmnswic, informing him of hia Oanghter's 
" misconduct, and consulting Um oa the 
" mode of action proper to be pursued under 
" ibose Circumstancea. It was agreed be- 
" tween them, that as a ]H%liimnary step^ 
" she should be remoTcd oat of Russia; and 
" the Prince accordin^y demanded Catfae- 
.** ribe's pennimoa to quit her Dominions, 
''togetlMTwittihisWife and his family. The 
" En^resH allowed him to retve, ami to take 
" with ban hm Children ; but abe peoempto- 
" rily reftised to permit bim t» carry his 
" Consort back to Germany. All rcnion>- 
** Btranoe proring' rain, the Princess thcrfr- 
" fore remained behind, aad be ^piitted 
" PetHsburgb, with bis sons and dftog^rter, 
" to return to Wirtembo^. 

" About a fortn^^ after bis Departvre, 
" the PrioceM, widiout any reascHi assigned, 
-" waa sent by Order ei Catherine, to the 
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" Castle of Lbode, about two hniidretl Miles 
*' ^m Petersbui^b ; but, in wbat part or 
" Province of that vast Empire, I am unable 
'* to assart. There, it secau, uodnr close 
" Confinement, she ranaiiwd abwit ejgbteeti 
" Months : bnt, all her Oemutn Attendants, 
" male and female, were wittidrawn from her. 
** At the end of that tune, the Prince re- 
" cMred letters from the Empress, infonning 
'* him that his wife was dead of a Htmor- 
" rk«ge. Similar Information was conveyed 
" bf CaAerine, Co die Duke oi Bnniswk, 
" the QBfortonate Princess's Fattier. No Par- 
" ticulari were stated; nor, as ftr as appears, 
** w«re any other Circumstances erer known 
" respecting her. Thus sitoated, die I>nke 
" <^ Bmnswic, conEMaous that he could oei- 
'* Uwr twing his Daughter to hfe, nor call the 
** Empress to ac«nmt, acquiesced patiently 
" in tbe Calamity : but, daring some years, 
" he did not cooamunicate to the DuchcsB bis 
'* Wife, &e intelligeace of bcr Daughter's 
" Death. Sbe therefore remaining in igno- 
" ranee of the Catastrophe, continued to be- 
" lieve that the Princess was still coa&aeiL tA- 
** Lhode^ or existing somewhere in tiie Dfr 
" serts of Rusna. Hie Duchess used etcn: 
"to speak of her, as being alive in i%b«i»; 
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" and this fact will account for the universa- 
" lity of the report." 

If the Account g^iven me by Sir John 
Dick, relafiTe to the supposed Princess Tar- 
rakanoff, left many Circumstances obscure 
and unexplained in the history of that Finale ; 
it must be owned lliat, after coilsiderii^ this 
Narrative, no less uncertainty still pervades 
the story of the Princess of Wirtemberg. It 
is natural to ask, why did Catherine cause 
the Princess to be imprisoned P Her Gal- 
lantries, however culpable or notorious they 
might be, yet constituted no Crime gainst 
the Empress of Russia; who exhibited in 
her own Conduct; an example of emancipa- 
tion from all restraint and decorum on the ar- 
ticle of fanale irr^pilarities of Deportment. 
It was the Prince her Husband, whom she 
had dishonoured and incensed. What proof 
is adduced, except assertion, that he did 
not know of th6 intentions of Catherine to 
confine and banish her? In the case of tiie 
two Emperors, Peter the Third, and Ii^n ; 
as well as in the instance of the pretended- 
Princess Tarrakanoff; the motives which 
might impel Her to deprive them of life, are 
obvious. But, none such appear in the in- 
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, stance before uB. There are, moreover, other 

- Particulars which may lead as to hesitate in 
forming a decisive Opinion on the subject. 
The Death of the Princess of Wirtembei^ at 
Lhode, was announced andstated in all the 

, Oerman Almanacks^ printed by Authority, 
to have tfdcen place on " the 27th Septem- 
" ber, 1788." Her Husband remained a Wi- 
dower, near e^ht years after that event, be- 
fore he aspired to the Hand of the Princess 
Royal of Great Britain. During so long a 

, period of time, he seema to have adopted no 
Measures for r^>elling the calnmuioas re- 
ports circulated all over Europe ; reports 

.which, however ialse, (and &uch I esteem 
them to have beoi,) yet had made the most 
uo&vourable impression, even in England. 
Geraige tbe Third became indeed perfectly 

, convinced of bis innocence, before he con- 
sented to the union of the Prince vrith his 
eldest Dai^hter. But, tiiougb the King yield- 
ed to the undeniable .proofs brought upon this 
point, yet, from paternal Fondness or Solici- 
tude, .he did it with reluctanpe. So &r,. in- 
deed, was he from pushing forward the Alli- 

,ance, that 1 know from good Authority, heof^ 

•fered the Princess, aSbee all the PreUmimrieB 
were adjusted, and the Marriage was fixed, to 
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break it off, if she choM to dedtne if; talohv 
DD Umsdf pcTsonaUj, &e whole ntpontibi- 
litf 4f Hb iathtre. Over <he precise natnire 
of 4^ first Princess of Wirtembe^s IlhieSs 
and Deattif m deep (H* impenetnIHe Val b 
-drawn. We must leave it to Time to tutfiiU, 
if it does not rather remain, as is moie pro- 
bable, finr erer proUematicfd. 

Before I quit this sabject, i oumot hdp 
ranarking, that during the conne of the 
'-dghteMtfa Century, the Family of Bmmwic, 
in Hb diflRerent Branches, produced »o lets 
than Are Prinoeeses, who exhibited in sat- 
cession, the most coasptcuoas examples of 
homao InidUcity. TUt first of them wM 
Sophia of Bniaswic Zdi, quuried to Oeot^ 
the Fii«t; who, for her alledged, bat un- 
proved GallaBtriea witii Coant Konigmiark, 
was coofiaed dnring near forty years, at the 
seqaestered Seat or Casde of Ahlden, in due 
Blectoiate of HanoTer, where ^te expired 
ia 1726. Gb«rlot«fr€hristina of Brmuniic 
BUmekmierg, who espoused in 1711, tfie 
Cnrowitz Alexia, only son of Peter the 
Great; a PriueeM eodowied by Natore wMi 
«bM«t every amiaMe and eetinMJ>le qaaiity 
•fiif Body and «f Mind; equally beaut^l and 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



-rirlnoas ; ftll a Victim, iu tb^ flower <tf her 
yonCh, to the ferocious Treatment that «be 
eiq»eriaioed Sram her Husband. She died «(t 
Petersbnr^h, in Child-bed, at tweity-ODc 
Tears of a^ in 1715; or at least, She die- 
a|rpeared : — far her Death has been ooop 
tested in the strongest manner : lamented by 
the wht^e Empire, except by ALexb, whose 
brutal Character raidered him incapable of 
appreciating her ralne. BramnricWoyenbut: 
td famished the next Instance, in the person 
of Elizabeth, married in 1765, to the late 
King of Prussia, then only Prince Royal; 
dirorced four years afterwards, for her Irre- 
gnlaiities \ confined at Stettin, where I have 
sewi ber in 1774; and relative to whose pr»- 
vnte History I conid state from high Autho- 
rity, the most minute, as well as cniioai 
Particulars, if I were not reslrained by Mo* 
tires of Respect and Delicacy towards the 
Ulostariotu Persons who are ctHmected intb 
Her by Descent, w by Alliance, f believe 
She still survives, forgotten and unknown, in 
some part of the Prussian Dominions ; after 
havuig witnessed the temporary Subversion 
of her own House, and the Calamities ii^ 
flicted on thai of Bruidoibuigh, by Bei»» 
parte. Caroline Matilda of .Brnoswic Z» 
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naihwgh, posthumous Daughter of Frederic, 
htte Prioce of Wales, tuid sister of Oeorge 
the Third, is the Fourth io this EuumeratioD. 
To Her I had the Honor of being well 
known, have dioed frequently at her Table, 
and was employed by Her during the Year 
preceding her Decease, in conducting Ne- 
gotiatioDs of the deepest Importance to her 
future Greatness, as well aa Felicity. Ba- 
nished by a Revolution, from Denmark, in 
1772, effected in the name of Christian the 
Seventh, her imbecile Husband; She only 
survived it about three years, termiDating 
hiesT short Career, in the prime of life, at Zell, 
in 1775. Augusta Caroline of Brunswie 
Wolfenhuttel, whose melancholy History, 
and whose ambiguous End, we have been 
surveying, continues, but does not terminate 
the List, it must be esteemed singular, that 
in the lapse of scarcely a hundred years, 
such a Fatality should seem to have marked, 
and still to pursue, so many Females of that 
illustrious Family. 

In the Autumn of 1778, 1 visited Dresden 
for the second time : a Court which was ren- 
dered peculiarly agreeable to the English at 
that period, by the hospitality and polished 
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Manners of His Majesty's Ministca' to Sax- 
ony, Sir John Stepney; Que of the finest 
Gentlemen who have been employed on fo- 
reign Missions, during the course of the pre- 
sent Reign. Dresden was thai a place wherd 
the lUnmnh had made a deep and general 
impression on the public Mind; Schrepfer 
having choB^ it, only a few years earlier, 
for the scene of his &mous Exhibition of th6 
App&ridon of the Chevalier de Saxe. Hav- 
ing given in a former work, some account of 
that eictraordinary Imposition, I sh^l not re- 
sume the subject here; but I cannot help re- 
lating anothor somewhat similar Story, which 
was told me during my residence in Dres- 
den, by the Count de Felkesfadm. He was a 
Livonian Gentleman, settled in Saxony, of a 
very improved Undo^tanding, equally supe- 
rior to Credulity, as to Superstition. Being 
together on an Excursion of Pleasiire, in the 
Month of October, 1778, and our Discourse 
accidentally turning on the Character and 
Perfbrmances of Schrepfer ; " I have con- 
versed," said he to m^ " with several of the 
** Individuals who were present at the Sc^ie 
" of ttie Specb« or Phantom, presented by 
" him in the Gallay of the Palace of the 
" Duke of Courland. They all agreed in 

VOL. 1. Q 
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'* their' account of the leading particafars. 
" Though I do not pretend to explain by 
" what process or Machinery, that Businesa 
" was conducted^ I have always considered 
" bioi as an artful Impostor, and his audience 
" as Dupea. Yet am I not so decidedly scep- 
" tical on the possibility of supernatural Ap- 
" pearanceSr as to treat them with ridi^nile, 
" because they may seem to be unphiloso- 
" phical. I received my Education in the 
*' UniTeraity of Konigsbeig, where I enjoyed 
" the advantage of attending Lectures in 
" Ethics and Moral Pliilosopby, delivered 
" by a Professor who was esteemed a very 
" superior man in those Branches of Science. 
" He had, aerertheless, though an Ecclesi- 
" astic,. the reputation of being tinctured 
" with incredulity on various points con- 
" nected with revealed Religion. Wh«i 
" therefore it became necessary for him, in 
" the course of his Lectures, to treat on the 
" nature of Spirit, as detached from Matter; 
" to discuss the Immortality of the Soul ; 
" and to enter on the Doctrine of a Fu- 
" ture State ; I listened with naore than or^ 
" dinary attration, to his Opinions. Id ipeak- 
" ing of all these mysterious Subjects, there 
" appeared to me to be so visible an embar- 
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''.rassmenty both in his languai^ and his ex- 
" pressioDs, that I felt the strongest Curio- 
" sity to question him farther respecting 
" them. Finding myself alone with him 
" soon afterwards, I Tentured- to state to 
" him my remarks on his Deportment, and I 
" entreated him .to tell me if they were well 
" founded, or only imaginary Suggestions." 

*' The Hesitation which yon noticed," an- 
swered h^ " resulted from the conflict that 
" fakes place within me, when T am at^ 
•" tempting to convey my ideas on. a subject^ 
" where my understanding is at Tariance 
" with the testiinony of my senses. I am, 
" equally from reason and reflection, disposed 
" to consider with incredulity and contempt, 
" the existence of Apparitions. But, an 
" Appearance which I have witnessed with 
" my own Eyes, as &r eis they, or any of tiie 
" perceptions can be confided in; and which 
" has even received a sort of subsequent 
" confirmation, from other drcumstanoes 
" connected witii the original feet, leaves me 
',' in that state of Scepticism and Suspense 
" which, pervaded my Discourse. I will 
** communicate to yoa its cause. Having 
" been brought up to the Profession of <the 
3 
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" Church, I was presented by Frederic Wil- 
" liam the Ftnt, late Ring of Prusak, t» a 
"small Benefice sitaated in the interipr of 
" the Coontry, at a considerable distance 
"South of Kouigdberg. I repaired tfaiiber, 
*' in order to take possession of my Living; 
" and found a very neat Parsonage House, 
" where I passed &e Night in the Bed- 
" chamber which had been occupied by 
" my predecessor. It was in the Icmgest 
" Days of Summer; and on the following 
" Morning, which was Sunday, while lying 
" awake, the Curtains of the Bed being «a- 
'* drawn, and it being broad day-%ht, I b^ 
" held the figure of a Man, habited in a sort 
" <tf loose Oown, standing at a reading Dedc, 
" on which lay a large Book, the leaves of 
" which he appeared to turn over at intar- 
" vaJs. On each side of him stood a little 
" Boy, in whose laces ha looked eamesdy 
" from time to time ; and as he looked, he 
" seoned always to heave a deep Sig^. His 
" Conatenance, pale and disconsolate, iadi- 
" cated severe distress of mind. 1 had the 
" most perfecf; view of theserOl^ects ; bn^ 
" being impfessed with too much teiror aad 
*' ^prehennon to rise, or to address myself 
" to the a[^earances before me, I remaufid 
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** for wotOB M mute^ & ^iknt and beathless 
" Spectator, wil^oat uttering a word, or al- 
'* tering my podtum. At kagth, the Mair 
" olosed the Book, and tbcn-takiiig the two 
** CSiildrai. one in each Hand, he led tinaa 
** aloirly across the room ; my Eyu ec^rly 
** following him, till the three figures gradn- 
** ally disappeared, or wa« loat bdiad an 
<* irop 8toT«, which stood at the luthest 
" Corner of the Apartnext 

** However deefrfy wd awflilly 1 was . at- 
" fected by the sight which I had witnessed, 
" and however incapable I was of explaining 
" it to ray own satisfitctioB, yet I recovered 
" saficiently the possession of my mind, to 
" get Qp ; aad hannng hastily dressed mjati^ 
" IkA the Boose. TbeSvnwaslei^nBeu, 
'* and directing my riieps to the Church, I 
" fopnd that it was opon ; bnt, the Sextoa 
** had qnifeted i^ Hid wi catoing the Chanod 
" my Mind and Imagmation wcreso strongly 
" impressed by the Scene which bad receatly 
" passed, that I endeavoared to diss^H^ 
" tiie rocofcction, by <xmsidering the Objects 
" (Oonnd me. In afanort all Ifae Lutheran 
** Cbstokes ef tiie Prussian Dominions, it is 
" » astabtislMd wage to hai^ up agaimt' 
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" the walls of sonie part of the Bailding;, &e 
** Portraits of the successive Pastors or Cler- 
" gymeo who bare held the Living. A nom- 
" ber of these Paintings, rudely performed, 
" were suspended in one of the Aisles. But 
" I bad no sooner fixed my Eyes on the last 
" in the range, which was the Portrait of my 
" inunediate predecessor, than they became 
" ritetted to the object; as - 1 instantly re- 
" cc^zed the same lace which I had beheld 
" in my Bed-chamber, though not clouded 
" by the same deep expre8sion;of Melancholy 



" The Sexton entered, as I was still con- 
" templating this interesting Head, and 1 im- 
" tnediately Ix^an a ConversatioD with him, 
" on the subject of the persons who had pre* 
" ceded me in the Living. He remembered 
" several Incumbents, concerning whom, re> 
" spectively, I inade various inquiries, till I 

* concluded by the last, rdative to whose 

* History I was particularly inquisitive." 
' We consid««d him," said the Sexton, " as 

* one of the most learned and anaable Men 
' who have ever resided among us. His 

* Qbaiities and Benevolence endeared him to 

* all his parishioDers, who will long lament 
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" bis loss. But he was carried off hi the 
" middle of Ws Days, by a lingering illness, 
'•* the cause of wluch has given rise to many 
' unpleasant reports among us, and which 

* still forms matted of Coqjecture. It is 
" bowever commonly believed, that he died 
" of a broken Heart." My Curiosity being 

* stfll more -wmty excited by the mention 
' of this circumstance, 1 eagerly pressed him 
" to disclose to me wfiat he knew or had 
" heard on the subject. " Nothing respecting 

* it,"anBw»ed he, "is absolutely known; but 
' Scandal had propagated a story of his 
' bavii^ formed a criminal Connexion with 
' a yooqg Woman of tiie neighbourhood, by 
^ whom, it 'waa even asserted, that be had 

* two Sons. As a confirmation of the report, 
' I know that there certainly were two ChJI- 

* dren, who have been seoi at tbe parsonage; 
' Boys of about four or five years old. Bn^ 
'' they suddenly disappeared, some time be- 
'* fore die decease of their supposed Father; 
" though to what place they are sent, or what 
" is become of than, ite are wholly ignorant. 
< It is equally certain, that die Surmises and 
" unfiiTorable Opinions formed respecting 
'* this mysterious Business, which must ne- 
*' peasarily have reached him, precipitated. 
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" if thef] did not produce, the Disorder of 
" which our late Pastor died : bnt be is 
" gone to his account, aud we are bound to 
" thiuJ^ charitably of the departed," 

" It is uimec«6B«ry to Bay with what£iiio* 
" tiotu 1 listened to this relation, which re* 
'* called to my Ima^^atioo. and seena^ll to 
" give proof of the Existence, of all that I 
" had seen. Yet, unwilling to suff^ my 
"mind to become enslared by Fhantfflns 
" which might have been the effect of error 
" or dec^tioD, 1 oedth^ communicated to 
f< the Sexton, the CircumstaBcd which I 
" h(ud just \ritaesaed, nor eren permitted 
" myself to quit the Chamber where it had 
** taken place. I continued to lodge tbere, 
" without ever again witqeftsiog my similar 
" Appearance ; and the leoollection itself 
" insensibly began to vear away as the 
^' Autumn advanced. Wh^ tha approach 
*' of Winlor rendered it necessary to light 
" 6re« through the House, X ord^vd the iron 
"Stove th^t stood in tha roomt behind 
" vhich, the figure which I had bebdd, to- 
" gether with the two Boys, seemed to dis- 
*' appear, to be heated for the purpose of 
** wanuing the Apvtomt. JSkune diOfiulty 
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** was experienced in making tlie attempt, 
" the Stove not only Ermoking mtolerably, 
" biit; emitting a most offensive Smell. Ha-v- 
" ing, therefore, s«it for a Blacksmith to 
" inspect and repair it, he discovered in the 
" inside, at the ferthest extremUy, tl|e Bones 
'' of two small human Bodies, coitesponding 
" peHectly in size, as well as in other re- 
" spects, with the description given me by 
" the Sextou, of the two Boys who had been 
" seen at the parsonage. This last Circonii- 
" stEuioe CDsapIeted my astcmishment, ^d 
" apftear^ to confer a sort of reality on an 
" Ap|>earance, which migl^ otherwise have 
" b«en conridered a* a delusion of the Senseei. 
" I re^^pied the Living quitted the placs, 
"and retnnled to Konigsbag: bnt it has 
*' jffodueed upon my mind the deepest hor 
" presmon, aod has, in its effects, givm rise 
" to that vBC^taiuty and c<Hitradicti(»i of 
" iSeatimtat which you remarked in Iny Ute 
" Discottrse.** 8ueb vas.Goant Felkesbcjm's 
Story, which, from its singularity t^ipearad 
to mis deservmg of Commemoration, m Irhiit- 
ever Contempt we may jusdy hold similar 
Anecdotes. 

C^ rd the most interesting portions of my 
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life, was the time that f passed at Naples, in 
the Summer of 1 779. Sir William HamiltOD, 
His. Majesty's Minister, constituted in him- 
self the greatest source of entertainmeiit, no 
less than of instnictioo, which that Capital 
then afforded to Strangers. He-honored me 
with bis friendship, which he continued to 
the end of his life. In his person, though 
tall and meagre, with a dark Complexion, a 
very aquiline Nose, md a figure, which 
always reminded me of Rolando in " Gil 
Bias;" he had nevertheleas such an air of 
intelligence,- blended with distinction in his 
Countenance, as powerfully attracted and 
conciliated every beholder. His Mother, 
Lady Archibald Hamilton, enjoyed, as is 
well known, a very distinguished place in 
the fevor of Frederic, late Prince of Wales ; 
and Sir William himself was brought up 
from early life, with His present Majesty, to 
whom he became, after his Accession to the 
Crown, an£queiTy. At a very early period 
he entered, into the Anny, and was at the 
Battle of Fontenoy, as well as, I think, at 
that of La Feldt. 

The Teraatility of Sir William Hamilton's 
Character, constituted one of the most in- 
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terestii^ feiUiires of bis Composition. En- 
dowed with a supoior understandiDg, a phi- 
losophic mind, and a strong inclination to 
the study of many Branches of Science, or 
of polite letters, whkh be cultivated with 
distinguished success ; he was equally keen 
as a Sportsman, in all the exercises of the 
field. After beii^ actirely occupied in stu- 
dying the Phenomena of Vesuvius, like the 
£lder Pliny ; or in exploring the Antiquities 
of Pompeii and of Stabia, witii as mnch 
Enthasiasm as Pansanias did those of an- 
cient Greece; he would pass whole Dzjs, 
and almost Weeks, with the Kii^ of Naples, 
either hnntiDg or shooting in the royal 
Woods ; or more hUwriously engaged in an 
open Boat, exposed to the rays of a burning 
Son, harpooning fish in the Bay of Castella- 
mare. When beyond seventy years of age, 
he preserved undiminished his love of these 
Sports, particularly of fishing, which he 
followed with great ardor; thus mingling 
pursuits or passions of the Mind and of the 
Body, rarely united in the same Man. I 
have seen him, not more than two years. . 
before his Decease, perform the "Tarentella;" 
an Apulian Dance, which, as it is undoubt- 
edly a copy of the Bacchant Amnsonents of 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc- 



236 HISTOBICAL 

Antiquity, demuded no slender portimi of 
animal strength and i^irits. The occanoa 
wa« 80 remarkable, that I am indnoed to 
relate the partioulani. Intelligence of thv 
glorious Victory obtained by the fin^iidi 
fleet upder Lord Neleoti, befove Copenhagm, 
arriTed in L<uidM), on Wadneaday, the IStli 
of April, ]a01. Sir William Hamilton then 
resided opposite the Grew Park, in Piecat 
dilly. About ten o'clock, that £vaiing, I 
went to bis Hoaae, vith Sir John Mao* 
pherson. We found assembled there, tba 
Dukes of Gordon and QoeeDsbary, Im^ 
William Gordon, Monsieur de Caionne^ Mr. 
Charles Grerille, Sir William's Nefrfiev; 
the Duke de Niua, a Neapolitan Nobleman; 
Mr, Kemble, the c^ebrated Comedian, and 
his Wifa ; the Revereaid Mr. Nelaon,. pov 
£arl of that nune, vitb «MBe other pa-sou. 
Ijady Hamilton, inqiired by die leeant Sue- 
eefis of Itord Nel«on a^«aat the Danes, ot 
which Vict<H7 he had trsi^nitted her, vith 
his remfuniag Hand, all the partieidara ae 
they occurred, from the lat, up to the 8tk of 
A^^ the Day vhea the diipatcheB came 
airay; after playing on the Harpnchoid,. 
and aceompanying it vkh her Toice» UIlda^• 
took to duice the " Tarentdl&" 
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. Sir William b^an it with her, and maio- 
taui«d the Cooflict, for snch it might well 
b« esteoned, duiiog some Minates. Wbm 
unable longer to coatiDue it, the Doke de 
N<)ia succeeded to his place: but he, too, 
though near forty years yotrnger than Sir 
WiUiam, soon gave in, from Extenuation. 
Lady Hamilton then sent for ha own Maid 
servant; who b^ng likewise presently ex- 
hmstedy after a short time, another jflemale 
Attendant, a Copt, perfectly black, whom 
Xjord Ndson bad presented her, on his re- 
turn fr<»n Egypt, rdieVed her CotnpanioD. 
It would be difficult to cooTey any adequate 
idea of this Dance ; but, the FtmdaHgo and 
S^ue^Ua of the Spuiiards, present ui image 
of it Madame de Stael has likewise at- 
tempted to describe it, and has made " Co* 
nana" perform it at a Ball in Rome, witli 
the Prince of Amal6, a Neapolitan, for her 
Partner: but, she has softened down tiie ro- 
Inptuous Features that render it too power- 
ful o?er the Imagination and tiie Senses. 
Yet she admits the " Melange de Pndeur 
et de Volupt^," inherent in the Exhibition, 
which conTeyed an Idea of the Bayaderes 
or Indian dawang Girls. Madame de 
Stael's " Ci»mna" could not be more £imi- 
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liar with the Attitudes of the antique Sta- 
tues, than was Lady Hamilton; nor more 
capable - of transporting the Spectators to 
the Vatican Palace, or to the Medicean Gal- 
lery at Florence, by her accurate and pic- 
turesque Imitation of the Models -there pre- 
served, with which she seemed at Times 
to identify herself. Castagnettes, and. the 
Tambour de Basque, constitute essential 
Accompaniments of the Performance; which, 
at its Termination, from the physical Exer- 
tions necessary, left her in a State of Disso- 
lution, like the Delphic Priestess, overcome 
by the Inspiration of Apollo ; or perhaps, 
more like Semel£, as Corr^o has painted 
her, after her Interviews with Jove. We 
mast recollect that the two performers arc 
supposed to be a Satyr and a Nymph ; or, 
rather, a Fawn and a Bacchant. It was 
certainly not of a nature to be performed, 
except before a select Company ; as the 
Screams, Attitudes, Starts, and Embraces, 
with which it was intermingled, gave it a 
peculiar Character. 

I have mentioned it, principally in order 
to shew Sir William Hamilton's activity and 
gaiety at that advanced period of life. 
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Though a finished Courtier, he preserved 
snch ao independence of Manner, without 
any mixture of Servility or Adulation, as 
seemed eminently to qualify him for the di- 
plomatic Profession. His Conversation o& 
fered a rich diversity of Anecdote. With 
these qnalificatioiis, it cannot excite wonder 
that he formed the delight and omamott of 
the Court of Naples. No foreign Minister, 
not even the Famihf Embassadors of France 
and Spain resident there, ^oyed in so 
eminent a d^;ree the fevor or affection of 
His Sicilian Majesty. Nor was Uie attach-: 
ment of that Prince to Sir William, merely 
limited to hunting, or fishing parties. He 
gave the English Envoy many solid proofi 
of sincere r^;ard ; a r^;ard that ext^ided to 
the British Crown and Nation. One strik- 
ing instance of this partiality took place in 
June, 1779, while I was at Naples. The 
King of Spain, Chaiies the Third, having 
vrritten confidentially to his Son Ferdinand, 
that he should probably be induced soon to 
take part with l>ouis the Sixteenth, by en- 
tering into a War with Great Britam, as he 
effectively did immediately afterwards; the 
King of Naples, though enjoined by his 
Father to secrecy, communicated the letter 
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itself to Sir Williatn HamiltOD. He even 
accompaaied the disclosure, with the assa- 
rance of his deep r^et at the Adoption of 
such a line of Policy; and his own firm 
determination never to enter into the hostile 
Combination against £ngland, though him- 
self a Prince of the House of Bourbon, and 
included in *' the Family Compact" by name. 
Sir William transmitted the King's commn* 
nicatioQ, as well as his assurance on the 
point, without delay to Lord North, then 
first Minister. I received this Anecdote 
6tom himsetf at Naples. 

It was in Sir William's, and the first Lady 
Hamilton's Company, that I learned a num- 
ber of curious, as well as authentic Puticn* 
lars, relative to the King and Queen of 
N^lra. Ferdinand the FouiHi was tiien in 
die twenty-ninth year of his age; tall, mus- 
cular, and active in his frame, capable of 
immense fatigue and apparently formed for 
long life. His features were coarse and 
harsh, his Nose immodmitely long, like that 
of his Father and Brother, Charles tiie Tliird, 
and Charles the Fourth, Kings of Spain: 
but, nevertheless, though the component 
parts of his fece might eeparatdy be esteem- 
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ed ugly, the general expressioo of his Coun- 
tenaoce had in it something iatelligent, and 
even agreeable. There was au unpolished 
simplicity, or rather a rude nature, in bis 
Manner, Attitudes, Deportment, and Conver- 
satioo, which pleased for a double reason ; 
on account of its own intrinnc claim to be 
liked, and as being rarely found on a 
Throne, where we naturally expect Di^uise, 
Artifice, and habits of Concealment. If he 
conversed little with Strangers, he seemed 
at least, when he talked, always to say what 
he thought; and be betrayed no defect of 
natural Understanding, though he was alto- 
gether destitute of that Elegance and Art, 
which frequently veil the want of Informa- 
tion. He always reminded me of a Rustic, 
such as Abdolonymus, elevated by fortune 
or accident; to a Crown : but, it was an 
amiable, honest, sensible, well intentioned 
Rustic, not altc^ether unworthy of su£h an 
Elevation. 

The Queen of Naples, who was not quite 
twenty-seren years old at this time, seemed 
much better fitted to represent the Mtyesty 
of the Throne, and to do the honors of a 
Court. Though neither possessing Beauty 

VOL. I. R 
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of face, nor loveliness of peraon, yet was 
sbe not absolutely deficient in either Res- 
pect; and if her Figure might be esteemed 
too laige, still it wanted ndther Grace, Dig- 
nity, nor even Attractions. Sbe is the only 
Queen whom T ever saw weep in public, 
before a crowd of both Sexes, assembled in 
her own Palace, on a Gala Day., The Fe»- 
tival OD which I was presented to her, hap- 
pened to be the Anniversary of the loss of 
her eldest Son, who expired exactly a year 
before, in 1778. He was a very fine Boy, of 
promising expectations, to whom his Mother 
was passionately attached. The ignorance 
of the Neapolitan Physicians, as it was be- 
lieved, had cansed his Death: for, being 
seized with a violent sickness and pain in 
his Stomach^ irom which, an Emetic, prompt- 
ly administered, might probably have re- 
lieved him, they had the impmdence to 
bleed him, and thereby brought on fetal 
Convulsions. Such was the Queen's dis- 
tress, at the recollection of the event which 
had taken place on this painful Anniversary, 
that she was unable to repress her Emotions. 
In the Presence Chamber of the Palace at 
Naples, she stood under a Canopy, her r^ht 
Hand held oat to the Nobility and Conrtiora, 
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as they approached to kiss it; holding in 
her left, a Handkerchief with which she per- 
petnally wiped her Eyes, that were suffused 
in Tears. It was difficult not to be favour- 
ably impressed towards a Princess, capable 
of giving^ sQch an involuntary testimony of 
her maternal Tenderness, in a place and 
situation, where it was impossible to suspect 
her of Artifice or Affectation. 

Having drawn this imperfect outline of 
the King and Queen of Naples, from my 
own personal Observattons, X shall enume- 
rate some of the particulars respecting them, 
which I collected in the course of Conversa- 
tion from Sir William or Lady Hamilton. 
I mean, his first Wife, who was a most ac- 
complished and superior Wcnnan, 

" No European Sover^gn, without excep* 
** tion," sud Sir William, " has been so ill 
" educated as the King of Naples. H^ is . 
" not even master of any language except 
"Italian, without making a painful efflbrt; 
" and his ordinary Italian is a Neapolitan 
" Dialect, such as the lowest of his Subjects, 
" the iMzaroni, speak in their intercourst 
" with each oth^. It is true that he und^- 
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" stands French, and converses id it when 
" indispensable ; but he rarely reads any 
" French Author, and still more rarely at- 
" tempts to write in that language. All the 
*' Correspondence that takes place between 
" him and his Father, the King of Spain, is 
" carried on in the common Netqiolitan 
" J^^rgpn. They write very frequently and 
" largely to each other ; but, seldom does 
" this Intercourse embrace political subjects : 
" their letters, of which 1 have seen.nnm- 
" hers, being filled with accounts of the 
" quantity and variety of the Game respec- 
" tiv^y killed by th&n, in which the great; 
" Ambition of each Prince is to exceed the 
" other. Ferdinand, indeed, who scarcely. 
" ever reads, considers as the greatest of 
" misfortunes, a rainy Day, when the Wear 
" ther proves too bad for him to go out to. 
*' the Chace. On such occasions, recourse 
" is had to every expedient by which time 
" may be killed, in order to dissipate His 
" Majesty's Ennui, even to the most puerile 
" and childish Pastimes. The King's £du- 
" cation was syst^natically neglected : for, 
" Charles the Third, alarmed at the Imbeci- 
" lity of his eldest Son, Philip, Duke of 
'* Calabria, who on account of his recog- 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



" nized debility of uoderstandini^, was wbol- 
" \y set a'Ride from the right of Succession ; 
" strictly ordered, at his departure for Spain 
" in 1758, that this, his third Son should 
" not be compelled to apply to any severe 
'* Studies, or be made to exert any close ^>- 
" plication of Mind. 

*' I have frequently seen the unfortunate 
" Duke of Calabria, who has only been 
"dead a few years, and who was by his 
" Birth, Hdr to the Spanish Monardiy. He 
'' attained to Manhood, and was treated with 
"certain distinctions, haTing Chamberiaios 
'' placed about him in. constant attendance, 
' who watched him with unremitting Atten- 
' tion ; as otherwise he would have commit- 

* ted a thousand Bxcesses. Care was parti- 
' cnlarly taken to keep him from having 

* any connexion with the other Sex, for 
' which he manifested the strongest pro- 
' pensity ; but it became at last imposuble 
' to prevent him altogether from attempdi^ 
' to emancipate himself in this respect He 
' has many times eluded the vigilance of his 
' keepers, and on seeing ladies pass through 

* the Apartments of die Palace, would 
' attack th«m with the same impetuosity. 
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" as Pan or the Satyrs are described by 
" Ovid, when pursuing the Nymphs ; and 
" with the same ioteutioDs. More than one 
" Lady of the Court has been critically res^ 
" cued from his Embraces. On particular 
'* Days of the year, he was allowed to hold 
" a sort of Court or Levee, when the fordgn 
" Ministers repaired to his Aparbnents, to 
" pay their Compliments to him ; but his 
" greatest Amusement consisted in faaving 
" his Hand held up by his Attendants, while 
" Gloves were put upon it, <Hie larger than 
" another, to the number of fifteen or six- 
" teoi. His Death was justly considered as 
" a fortunate event, undo- snch circum- 
** stances of incurable Imbecility. 

" Before the present King folly attained 
" his seventeenth year, the Marquis Tannc- 
" ci, then Prime Minister, by directions 
" sent fram the Court of Madrid, provided 
*^ him a Wife. The Archduchess Josepha, 
" one of the Daughters of the Empress 
" Maria Theresa, being sdected for Queen 
" of Naples ; and being represoited to young 
'* Ferdinand, as a Princess equally amiable 
" in her mind, as she was agreeable in her 
** person ; he expected ha arrival with 
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** great pleasure, miagled even with some 
" impatiaice. So much more sevCTely was 
" it natural that he should feel the melan- 
** choly Intelligence, when it arrived from 
" Vi»ina, that she was dead <^ the small- 
" pox. in fact, he manifested as much Con- 
'* cern at the erait, as could perhaps be 
" expected in a Prince of his disposition, 
" and at his time of life, for the Death of a 
" person whom he had never seen. But, a 
" Circumstance which greatly augmented his 
" Chagrin on the occasion was, its being 
" considered indispensable for him not to 
" take his usual Diversion of hunting or fisb- 
** ing, on the Day that the acconnt reached 
" Naples. Ferdinand reluctantly submitted 
" to such a painful and unusual renuncia- 
" tion : but, having consented to it from a 
" soise of Decorum, he immediately set 
" about aideavouring to amuse himself with- 
" in doors, in the best manner that Circum- 
" stances would admit; an Attonptin which 
" he was aided by the Noblemen in waiting 
" about his person. They began therefore 
*' with Billiards, a Game which His Majesty 
"likes, and at which he plays with skill. 
*' When they bad continued it for some time, 
*' leap-frog was tried, to which succeeded 
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" various other feats of agility or Gambols. 
" At length, ode of the GeDtletnen, more 
" iageoious tfaan the others, proposed Ut 
" celebrate the Funeral of the deceased 
" Arch-Duchess. The Idea, for from sbock- 
*' iug the King, appeared to him, and to the 
" whole Company, as most ^tertaiuing ; 
" and no reflections, either on the Indeco- 
" rum, or want of apparent Humanity, in the 
" proceeding, interposed to prevoit its iin- 
" mediate realization. Having selected one 
" of the Chunberlains, as proper, from his 
" youth and feminine Appearance, to repre- 
" sent the Princess, they habited him in a 
" maimer suitable to the mournful Occasion; 
" laid him out on an open Bier, according 
" to the Neapolitan Custom at interments ; 
'^ and in order to render the Ceremony more 
" appropriate, as well as more accurately 
" correct, Uiey marked his Face and Hands 
" with Chocolate drops, which were design- 
" ed to imitate the Pustules of the small- 
" pox. All the Apparatus being ready, the 
" funeral Procession b^;an, and proceeded 
*' through the principal Apartments of the 
." Palace at Portici, Ferdinand officiating as 
" Chief Mourner. Having heard of. the 
*' Arch-Duchess's Decease, I had gone thi- 
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'* tber OQ that Day, in order to make my God- 
" doleoce priTately to His Majesty on the 
" Misfortune; and entering; at the time, I be- 
" came an eye-witness of this extraordinary 
" Scene, which, in any other Country of Eu- 
'* rope, would be considered as incredible, 
" and would not obtain Belief. 

" The Arch-Duchess Caroline being sub- 
'* stitnted in place of her Sister, and bang 
" soon afterwards conducted from Vienna to 
" Naples, the King advanced in- person, as 
" far as the * Portella,' where the Neapolitan 
" and Papal Territories divide, in order to re- 
" ceive his new Bride. She was then not 
" sixteen years old, and though she could 
" not by any means be esteemed handsome, 
" yet she possessed many Charms. JPerdi- 

* nand manifested on his part, neither ardor 

* nor indifference for the Queen. On the 
" Morning after his Nuptials, which took 
" place in the beginning of May, 1768, when 
" the Weather was very warm, he rose at an 
" early Hour, and went out as usual to the 
" Chace, leaving his young Wife in Bed. 
" Those Conrtiers who accompanied him, 
" having inquired of His Majesty how he 
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" liked her ; * Dormi com im aatazzata,' re- 
'* plied he, * et suda com tm Porco' Such 
" an Answo' would be esteemed, aoy where 
'* except at Naples, most indecorous ; but 
' here we are familiarized to &x greater vio- 
' lations of propriety and dec^icy. Those 

* acta and Junctions which are nerer men- 
" ttoned in England, and which are thae 
" stndionsly concealed, even by the vulgar, 

* here are openly performed. When die 

* King has made a hearty meal, and feels an 

* inclination to retire, he commonly commn- 

* nicates that intmtion to the Noblonen 
" around him yi waiting, and selects the 
'' fitTored Individuals, whom, as a mark of 
' predilection, he chuses shall attend him. 
" * Sono be* prtauato,' says he, laying his 
' hand on his Belly, ' Adesso bitogna un 
'■' buona panckiata.' The persons thus pre- 
' ferred, then accompany His Majesty, stand 

* respectftUly round him, and amuse him 
"- by their Conversation, during the perform- 



Howerer strong this fiu:t may appear, and 
however repugnant to our ideas of Decency; 
it has been for successive Centuries, perfectly 
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conaoDant to the Manners of the Italians in 
gen^ul, and scarcely less so to those <rf the 
French. D'Aubign6, a grave Writer, in the 
" Memoirs of his own Life," does not he»* 
tate to relate in the moat drcumstantial man- 
ner, the narrow escj^pe which Henry the 
Fourth, his Master, had of being knocked on 
the Head, while engaged in this necesatry 
fanction. Nay, D'Aubign6 composed a 
" Quatratn" on theAdventnre, whichhe has 
transmitted to Posterity. The Story is so na- 
turally related, and is so characteristic of the 
Nation, that I can't resist giving it in the 
words of the Autiior. Hairy, who was then 
only King of Navarre, having effected his 
escape from Paris, in 1575, on which occa- 
sion D'Aubign6 accompanied him; they 
passed the river Seine at. Poissy, and s6oa 
afterwards stopped to refresh tbonselves in 
a Village. Here, says D'Aubigng, the King 
" itOMt attS ftdre ses affiar^ datu un tet & 
" eockons, une VieUU, qm le surprit en cet 6tat, 
" hn auroit/endue la Titepar derriiref dim 
" coup de Serpe, sans mot qui parai le Coup.' 
It is clear from tbis circumstance, that D'Au- 
bign£ must have been close to his royal Mas- 
ter at the time. Then follows the Indicrous 
Epitaph which he made for the occasion, on 
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a sappositiob that the old Woman had killed 
the King. 

" Cy git UD Roi, gnnd par merveiUe, 
Qui mourut comme Dieu permet, 
D'uo coup de seipe d'une Vieille, 
Aiiin qu'il chioit dans un tet ." 

His Predecessor, HeDry the Third; it ia 
well known, was stabbed in the Belly, of 
which Wonnd he died, in 1589, while sitting 
on the Chaise percie; in which indecorous 
sitaation he did not scrapie to give audience 
' to Clement, the r^cide Monk, who assassi- 
nated him. Marnhal Suwarrow, in our own 
time, receired his Aids du Camp, and bis 
General Officers, precisely in a similar man- 
ner. Madame de Maintenon, as the Duke 
de St. Simon informs us, thought those 
moments so precious, that she commonly 
accompanied Louis the Fourteenth to the 
" Garderobe." So did LouTois, when Mi- 
nister of State. The Duke de Vendome, 
while commanding the Armies of France in 
Spain and Italy, at Uie commotc^niHit of 
the last Century, was accustomed to receive 
the greatest personages, on public Business, 
in the same situation. We have Cardinal 
Alberoni's authority for this fiwt. If ^*e 
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read the account mitten by Du Boia, of the 
last illness of Louis the ThirteeDtb, ve may 
there see what humiliatiDg functions Anne 
of Austria petfonned for that Prince, in the 
course of his malady; over which, an English 
Writer, more fastidious, would have drawn a 
veil. Mademoiselle de Montpensio*, and the 
Palatine Duchess of Orleans, though Women 
of the highest Birth and Rank, as well as of 
unimpeached Conduct, conceal nothii^ on 
these points, in their writings. The former, 
speaking of the Duchess of Orleans, her 
Step-mother, second Wife of Gaston, Broker 
of Louis the Thirteenth, says, " She had 
** contracted a singular habit of always nin- 
" niog into another room, pour se placer $ur 
" ia Chaise percict when Diimer was an- 
'* nounced. As she never foiled in this par- 
" ticnlar, the Grand Afaitre, or Lord Steward 
" of Gaston's Household, who performed 
*' the Ceremony of summoning their -Royal 
" Highnesses to Table; observed, smi^ting 
*' to his Baton of Office, that there must cer- 
" tainly be ather Senna or Rhubarb in its 
" composition, as it invariaUy prodnced the 
" effect of sendu^ the DnrJiess to the Garde- 
" robe." I have, myself, seen the late Elec- 
tress Dowager of Saxony, Daughter of the 
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Emperor Charles the Seventh, at her own 
Palace, in the Suburbs of Dresden, rise from 
the Table vhere she was playing, when the 
room has been full of company of both Sexes; 
lay down her Cards, retire for a few minates, 
during which time the Game was suspended, 
and then return, observing to those near her, 
" J'td pris Medeei$ie aujourd'hugJ' These 
Circumstances sufficiently prove that Fer- 
diuand, however gross his manners or tan* 
' guage seem to ns, by no means shocked the 
fedings, or excited the disgust of his own 
Courtiers. 

" In all the exercises or exertions of the 
" Body, that demand vigor and address," 
continued Sir William, " the King of Naples 
" exc^. He might have contended for the 
" prize at the public Grames of ancient 
" Greece, at Elis, or at Olympia, with no 
" ordinary prospect of success. He likes in 
"particular, wrestling; and having heard 
" that a yonng Irish Gentleman of the name 
" of Bourke, who risited Naples not long 
" since, was an expert Wrestler, he caused it 
" to be signified, that he should like to try a 
" fidl with tjiat foreigner : but, Bourke had 
" the good sense to decline a contest for the 
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" Honors of the Palsstra, with a crowned 
" Head. He dances violently at the Court 
" Balls ; on one of which occasions, some 
" years ago, I witnessed a Scene truly origi- 
" nal, as well as comic. When his Brothei^ 
" in-law, the Emperor Joseph, being on his 
" Progress thro' Italy, arrived here, a superb 
" Ball was given in honor of his visit; at 
" which Entertunment, however, he declined 
" mixing personally in the Dance. While 
" his Imperial Majesty was standing near 
" the Dancers, engaged in couvrasation with 
'' me ; Ferdinand having gone down the se^ 
' and being in a most profuse state of pei^ 

* spiratipn, pulled open his Waistcoat : then 
" taking Joiteph's Hand, he applied it snd- 

* d^y to his own Shirt behind, exclaiming 
' at the same time, ' SentUi .qui, Fratdio 
' mio' The £mperor instantly vrithdrew 
' bis Hand, not without manifesting great 
' discomposure ; and the two Soveresgns t» 
' mamed for a few Seconds, looking in each 

* otiio^s feces. Surprise was equally paint- 
< ed in the features of both ; for, as the one 

* had never before been invited to try such 

* an Experiment, so the other had never 
' found any individual who did not esteem 
' himself hcmored by the femiliaritr. I had 
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" BO little difficulty to restrain the Muscles 
" of my CouDtenance on the occasion. 

" Joseph, who held his Brother-in-law's 
" Understanding in great contfmpt, endea- 
" TOured to assume over him the sort of Su- 
" periority, arrogated by a strong, over a 
" weak Mind. But, Fo-dinand, though con- 
" fessedly his inferior in cultivation and re- 
" finement, was by no means disposed to 
" adopt his political opinions or ideas. He 
" even manifested, in rarious Conversations, 
" and on many Occasions, that, defecdve as 
" his Education had been, he possessed as 
" tnuch plain Sense, and even acute Discem- 
" roent, as the Emperor, or his Brother 
" Leopold, Grand Duke of Tuscany. Jo- 
" seph did not indeed inspire any very high 
" Admiration, by his deportment, or general 
" conduct, whUe he remained at Naples. 
." He was irritable, and evai irascible, wha« 
" he should have shewn good humor, or 
" commaiid of tamper. I accompaiued him 
" to the summit of Vesuvius, and with con- 
" cern saw him break his Cane over Uie 
*' Shoulders of the Guide, Bartolomeo, for 
** some slight offence which he had givoi 
" his Imperial Majesty. 
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" FerdiBaiid's passions are all swallowed 
" up ID his rage for the pleasures of .the 
" field ; hnntiog^, shootiDg, and fishing : tm, 
" this last Diversion, peculiarly adapted to 
" tJie Climate of Naples, mast be ioclud^ 
" in the aaiiri>er. He thinks do fatigue, and 
" DO priratioiM, too great to undergo for its 
*' iodolgence. The quantity of Game, by 
" which I piiDcipally meaa Deer, wild Boar 
" of all ages, and Stags of evei-y kind, pre- 
*' serred in the Royal Woods or Parks, at 
" Astnini, at Caserta, Caccia Bella, and 
** other places, exceeds belief. And the 
^' Slan^ter made of them in some of the 
" bunting parties, is equally beyond credi- 
!' bility. I hflive frequently seen a heap, 
" composed only of the Ofial or Bowels, 
" reaching as high as my head, and many 
" feet in circumference. The King rarely 
" misses a shot; bat, when he is tired M'ith 
*' killing, then commences another Opera- 
*' tion. He next dissects the principal 
** pieces of Game, which he presents to fa- 
" Tored Courtiers, or distributes among his 
** Attendants. In order to perform this part 
" of the Diversion, having first stripped, he 
" puts on' a flannel Dress, takes the knife in 
" hand, and, with iDCOoceivable dexterity, 

VOIb I. s 
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*< cats Up Uie Animal. No Carcass-Batcher 
" in Smithfidd can exceed him in anatomi- 
." cal ability; but he ie fireqnesdy besmear- 
" ed with Blood frpm head to foot, before 
" he has finished, and exhibits an. extraor- 
" dinary Spectacle, not easily to be ima- 
** gined, by those irbo have nerer witnessed 
" it The Queen herself is sometimes ob* 
" Uged to be present at ihe Scene, though 
" more, as may be supposed, in compliance 
" with die King's wish, than from her own 
"inclination. He is equally indefiitigable 
" on the water, in harpooning or in catch- 
" ing fish ; particaluly the Fesce Spada, or 
"Sword'fish; and he nmther i^egai^B^heat, 
" nor cold, nor hunger, nor danger. On 
" these occasions, he is usually or always 
" attended by a number of chosen Liparots, 
" natives of the Lipari islands, who have 
" been in all Ages most expert Sailors, Di- 
" vers, and Fishermen. 



*< It is thus that Ferdinand passes the 
" greatest portion of his time ; while the 
" Potentates of Germany, England, France, 
" and Spain, are engaged in war. Not that 
" he is indifferent to the felici^ of his Sub- 
"jects, or r^rdless of the security and 
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" prosptcity offMs DomiofoBs. Onthecoi^ 
" tra^, his Heart, vhich is aoimated with 
" the best emotions towards his People, im- 
" pels him. to manifest it by all his Mea- 
" snres : but, his defects of Edacation, ren- 
" der him shy, embarrassed, and awkward ; 
" nor have his MinUters any wish to 
" awaken, or to invigorate, the facnlties of 
" his Mind. Neither Tanucci, who govern* 
" ed Naples during bis Minority, nor Sam- 
" bnca, the present First Ministo-, desire to 
" see him assume aa, active part in the Ad- 
" ministratioa of public Affairs. The Cfae- 
" Talier Acton, who is at the head of the 
" Marine, has however began to put the 
*• Neapol^tw Navy in a more respectable 
". condition, than it has been for several 
"Ceniories. Already it affords some pro- 
" tection to the, Coasts of Calabria and of 
" Sicily,;, wluch have b^en perpetually in- 
" felted, by th^ Algerioes* Tuoisjans, and 
"ojtber Pirates; who were accustomed to 
" land, and ,to carry, off whole Villages into 
" slavery, precisely as Dragnt aqd. Barba- 
",rossa di<j^ two hundred years ago. Such 
" Calamities are even now by no means un- 
" n^ual. It is a fact, that I narrowly ' 
" escaped, myself some tiiqe since, in one 
s 3 
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" of mj maritiiDe Excursions roimd the 
" Southern Provinces of the Kingdom, be- 
" it^ surprized in a Sparonara, while lying 
" dose under Cape Spartirento. Lady 
" Hamilton was of the party, and those . 
" Barbarians would not have reelected my 
" official Character ; nor still less would 
*' they hare regarded - the reclamatioDS of 
" this GoTemment. ... 

" The power of the Neapolitan Kings is 
" moreover fettered by many impediments, 
" which even a Prince of the greatest Ta- 
" lents, or of the most TigorouB Charac- 
" itr, would find difficult to surmount. In 
" ApuHa, as well as in Calabria and Sicity, 
'' the great feudal Barons still retain Privi- 
" Jei^es, that render them almiost independ- 
" ant of the Crown ; and which thfey con- 
" sider as imprescriptible, having constituted 
*' their Birth-right for Ages, under the va- 
" rious Dynasties that have reigned over 
" this beautiful Country. The Church en- 
" joys revenues and immunities, not less in- 
" compatible in many respects, with civil 

Order and Obedience. But, FeMinand is 
*' greatly beloved by his People, who know, 
" and who do justice, to his good intai- 
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'" tioiis. He is even far more popular than 
" the Queea. That Princess, who pos- 
" 868868 an active mind, and very coDsidera- 
" ble parts, as well as Ambition and lore of 
*' Power, has assumed a share in the Adrai- 
" nistration, for which she is bj no means 
"unqualified: yet is she less esteemed than 
" her Husband ; who, if he is not ardently 
** attached to her as a Wife, treats h» at 
" least with great consideration, kindness, 
** and confidence: They live together 'in 
" ctfnjugal union, though Her' Majesty is 
"not exempt from the frailties and weak- 
*' neases of her Sex. Indeed, the Air, Man- 
* ners, and Society of this Cajdtal, are all 
" very inimical to female Virtue. From the 
" time of the first Jancr, Queen of. Napl^, 
" so famous in the Annals of Gallanti*y, 
" down to ibe present Day, these Countries ' 
" have exhibited Scenes of dissolute plea- 
" sure, fjf rather, of unrestrained licentions- 
" ness. They will probably ever bo remain. 
" Yet," concluded Sir William, " if I were 
"■ compelled to be a King, I would choose 
" Nt^les for my Kingdom. Here, a Crown 
" has ieyrer Thorns, than in any other Coun- 
" try. HisTery want of political Power, en- 
" snres bis repose ; and the Storms whieb 
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" desolate Europe, pass over his Head witli- 
" oat Injury. Placed at the Extremity of 
" Italy, he is removed pat of the way of 
'* ooDtest and hostility. A deliaous CH- 
" mate, Shores, to which the Romana retired 
" when masters Of Che World, in order to 
" etgoy a luxary uoattainaUe tbewhere, 
" and which are still covered with the re- 
" mains of Roman Splendor, or i Gr«Gim 
" Magnificence; all the prodnetians of the 
" Leiant, which are to be found bepe, 
" blended with those of the Mediterraaeao ; 
" a splendid Capital, Palaces, Woods, Game, 
" ev&ey Uiiog seeias assonbled in tiiis tBb- 
" chantiog Bay, that caa conduce to human 
" Eiijoyment. Such is the fevored position, 
": and the enviable lot of Ferdiaand ^the 
" Fouith." Such, indeed, as here described, 
it might be considered without £xs^^[«ration, 
in 1779; th<wgh duriqg the awfol Convol- 
eioDs which bavesbajcen S^rope ^io^ that 
period, produced' by tbje'Fr«Dch Revolution, 
hia Throae was sobverted, and^Jwuelf com- 
pelled to tsJte R/etuge at Palenw. .during 
ma^y years. 

The impunity with whi^ch.the.j;ireat Npbi- 
Uty perpetntted the most atrocions ,CriiP«s> 
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and die &dlit;f that they foHnd in evading 
Inqoiiy, >or in eluding Justice, then conBti- 
tated one of the worst features of the Nea- 
poUtfin Adminiatratiioa. Lady Hamilton, 
who had been several years residoit at Na- 
plett, whore die died not long afterwards, re- 
lated to me TarioQS instances illustratire of 
this ^t " Some time ago>" said she, " a 
" SiciUaa Lady of high rank, was by order 
" of the Court, brought prisoner here, from 
** that Island. She had committed so many 
" As8asfflaati(Hi8 or Murders, that her own 
" rdations having denounced her, called on 
" the GoTemment to arrest the further 
" course of her Grimes. It was believed that 
" she had dispatched tea or eleven persons, 
*' by the Dagger, or by Poison ; particularly 
" by that species of Poison, denominated, 
" 'Aqua tophtma.' I had the curiosity to 
" visit her, during her confinement She ra- 
" caved me sitting in her Bed, conversed 
" with great cheeHulnese, offered me Gho? 
" colate, as well as other refreshments, and 
" seemed to labour under no Agitation of 
" Mind. In her person she was delicate, 
" fenunine, and agreeable, her manners po- 
" lite and gentle. Her age did not exceed . 
"three or four and twoity. From h»de- 
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"portjneut, one could not have suspected' 
" her to be Capable of such Atrocities. 
" Though her guilt was uuqaestionable, she 
*' was not put to Death. Confinemrat for 
" life, in a Convent of a severe Order, toge- 
" th«r with certain acts of rel^oas mortifi- 
" cation or penuice, which they are com- 
*' pelted to undei^ ;— these constitute the 
" punishments usually inflicted here, oa 
"Culprits of high Bndh." 

The vicinity of the Northern Provinces of 
the kingdom of Naples, to the Papal Ter- 
ritoHes ; and the ease with which Male&c- 
tors of both Coantriee, Tespectively gained 
an Asylum, by p^nng the Frontien); open- 
ed^ another door to the commuision of the 
tBfOst Aagitious Act*i. Conversing at' Por- 
tid, on this subject, with fiady Homil- 
tob, she related to me the following Story; 
irfiich I shafl cadeaTonr to give in her own 
words. " About the year 1743, a person of 
" the name of Ogilvie, an Irishman by birth; 
*' who practised Surgery with great repata- 
"tion at Rome, and who resided not lar 
" from the 'Piazza di Spagna,' in that City ; 
" being in Bed, was called up to attend 
" some Strangers who deroaiided Mb prOfes- 
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" sional ABsistaDce. They stopped before 
" his House, in a Coach ; and od his going 
' to the door, hefouod two Men masked, by 
' whom he was desired to accompany them 
" immediately, as the case which brought 
' them, admitted of do delay, and not to 
' omit taking with hkn bia lancets. , He 
^complied, and got into the Coach; but, 
' no sooner had they quitted the Street in 
' which he resided, than they infonned him 
' that he mnst submit to have his Eyes 

* bandaged ; the person to whtHn they were 

* about to oHiduct him', bang a lady of 
'rank, whose name and place of abode^ it 
'was indispensable to conceal. To this re- 
' quisition he likewise' submitted ;' and after 
' driving through a number of Streets, ap- 

* parentty with a view to prer^it his fonn- 

* ing any accurate idea of the put of'&e 
' City to which he was conducted, the Car^ 
' riage at lengtii stt^pp^r The two Gkntle- 
' men his companions, iben ali^ttog, and 

* each taking him by the arm, conducted 

* him into a House. Ascoiding a narrow 
'Staircase, they entered an Apartment, 
' where he Was released from the Bandage 
< tied over his £yea. One of Ibem next ac- 
'^ qnainted him, that it bong necessary to 
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" deprive of life a lady who had dishonored 
" her femily, tiiey had chosrai him to per- 
" ferm the Office, koowiDg his [urofessional 
" skill ; that be would find her in the ad'^ 
" joiiHDg Chamber, prepared to submit to- 
** h^ fete ; and that he must open her Veins- 
" with as nrach expedition as possible ; a' 
" serrice, f«r the exe^utioD of which, he 
" shonld receive a- liberal recompenoe. 

" Ogflrie ait first pereoiiptorily revised to 
" commit an act, so hig^y repugnant to his 
" feelmgs. But, the two Strangers assured 
t faim, with aolonn denunciations of venge- 
'^ ance^ that his refiisal could only prove 
**Sdal to hunself, without affording the 
" subtlest assistance to the object of his 
" Con^MsaioD ; that her Doom was iirevocfc 
" We, and thait unless he choee to partici< 
** pate a sintlar fete, he mu^ submit to exe* 
" «^ th» Office io^Mised on him. Thus si* 
" tnated, and fimfiog all entreaty or remom 
** stvaHM vahv he oitened the room, where 
<*fae fovfid a Lady of a most interestiBg 
** figure and appeooanee, s^qmrentl; in the 
" Uoom of yontfa. Sbe was habited iu a 
" loow. lukdress ;: and immediate^ after* 
** wanb, a temaie Attnutaot placed, befow 
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** her a lai^ tub filled with warm water, in 
" which she immersed her legs. Far ftvun 
" opposing any impediment to the act which 
" she knew he was s^t to perform, the 
" Lady assared him of her p^ect reugna- 
** tion ; entreating him to put the seutmce 
" passed on her into execution, with as little 
" delay as poBsible. She added, that she 
" was well aware, no pardon could be 
" b(^>ed for from those who had devoted her 
" to death, which ^one could expiate her 
" trespass : felicitatiug herself that bis buma- 
" nity would abbreviate her Sufferings, and 
" BWHi terminate their Duration. 

" After a short Conflict with his own 
*' mind, perceiving no means of extricatioD 
" or of escape, dther for the Lady, or for 
'* himself; beong noreover urged to expe- 
" dite his work, by the two persons witii- 
"(Uit, who, impatieat at hiiB relnctance,. 
** threatened to exercise violeoee on him, if 
" be procrastinated ; Ogilrie took oat bis 
" jfl&cet, opened b^ Vdns, a»d bl«4 ha io 
" de&th in a short time. The ^iendemea 
" having carefully examined th.e Body, bl 
" order to ascertain that she was no more ;. 
^«lUv«xpros8iiv thw* wtij^tioD, i0BTeA 
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" hiin a purse of Zechtns, as a remune- 
" ration ; but be declined all recompeuce, 
" only requesting to be conveyed from a 
" Sc^ie, on which he could not reflect 
" without horror. With this entreaty they 
" com^ied, and having again applied a Ban- 
" dage to his Eyes, they led him down the 
" same. Staircase, to the Carriage. But, it 
'' being parrow, in descending the steps, he 
" contrived to leave on one, or both of the 
" walls, Hoperceived by his Conductors, the 
" Biftrks of his fingers, which were stained ' 
'* with Blood.' After observing precautions 
' similar to tiiose used in bringing him thi- 
' ther from his own House, he was con- 
' ducted ~ home; and at parting, the two 
' Masques charged him, if he valued his 
' life, never to divulge, and if possible, ne- 
' ver to think on the past Transaction. They 
' added, that if he should embrace any mea- 
' sures, wiUi a view to render it public, dr 
' to set on-foot an inquiryinto it, he should 

* be in&llibly immolated to their revenge. •. 

* Having finally dismissed him at his ovi^ 
' Door, they drove off, leaving him to Us re- 
' flections. 

" On the subsequent Morning, efter^great 
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" irreaolutioa, lie determined, at whaterer 
" risk to bis persoDal safety, not to partki- 
" pate, by concealing so enormons a Crime. 
" It formed, nevertheless, a delicate and 
" difficult undertaking to substantiate the 
" Charge, as he remained altogether i^orant 
' " of the place to which he" had" been carried, 
"'or'of tibe name add quality of the Lady 
"Whom he had deptiTed of Hfe. Without 
" suffering' bhn^elf however to be deterred 
" by these Considerations, he waited on the 
'"Sbcretary of the Apostolic Chamber, and 
" acquainted bim with every particular ; 
*' adding, that If the Govertiment would 
" extend to him protection, he £d not des- 
'* pair of finding the House, and of bringing 
" to light the perpetnitors Of the deed. Be- 
**■ nedict the Fourteenth, (Lambertini), who 
**then occupied the Papal Chair, had no 
" sooner received the information, than he 
" immediately commenced the most ' active 
" measiires for discovering the Offenders. 
" A Guard of the Sbirri, or Officers of Jns- 
" tice, was' appointed by his order, to ac- 
" company Ogilvie; who judging from Vari- 
" ous Circumstances, that he had been con- 
" veyed out of the City of Rome, began by 
" visiting the Villas scattered without the 
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" waJla of that Metropolis. HU search 
" proved nitimately successful. In the Villa 
" Fapa Julio, coDStructed by Pope Jutius 
" the Third, (del Mtrnti) he there found the 
" bloody Marks left on the wall by his fin- 
" gers, at the same time that he recognized 
" the Apartment in which he had pot to 
" death the Lady. Hie Palace belonged to 
" the Duke de Bracciano, the Chid* of which 
" illustrious femily, and his Brother, had 
" committed the Murder, in the person (^ 
" their own Sister. They no sooner found 
" that it was discovered, than they fled to 
" this ,C5ty, -where they easily eluded tiie 
" pursuit of justice. After remaining here 
" for some tune, they obtained a pardon, by 
" the exertions of their powerful friends, on 
" payment of a considerable fine to the 
*' Apostolic Chamber, and under the furthw 
" condition of MBxing over the Chinmey- 
" piece of the lioom where th,e Grime had 
" been perpetrated, a pltUe of Copper, comr 
" n^emorating the Transaction, and thdr pe- 
" nitence. This Plate, together with the 
** Inscription, still continued to exist there 
" till within these few years." 

However extraordinary many Circunutao- 
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ces of this Story may appear, aimitar eraitB 
or accounts have b^eo circulated an^ be- 
lieved in odier Countries of Europe. I have 
often been assured, both at Vienna, and in 
various places of the German Empire, that 
an Occurraice not less rotnantic, and more 
en^;matical in its nature, took place in 1774, 
or 1775; for, some uncertainty prevailed a* 
to the precise time when the &ct vas pre- 
tended to have happened. It is wdl known 
that the " Bourreau," or public Executions 
of the City of Strasbui^h, although that place 
has formed a part of the French Monarchy 
ever since the r^gn of Louis the Fourteenth; 
yet was frequently employed during a gre^ 
part t^ the last Cwtury, to execute tho 
functions of his Office, on the olber side 
of the Rhine, in Swabia, on the Territories 
of Baden, and in the Brisgaw; aU wbli^ 
Countries coostitnte a portion of Germany. 
Some persons who anived at Strasbui^ 
about the period to which I have alluded; 
having repaired, as it is said, to the Hcmse 
of the Executioner, during the Nigfal, d»> 
manded that he should instantly accompany 
th^m out of the town, in ord^ to exficute (i 
Criminal pf Condition ; for which service k9 
should, of course, receive a liberal romiuur 
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ration. They particularly eojoined him to 
brio^ the heavy tvo-edged Sword with which 
he was accuErtomed, in the dischai^ of hia 
ordinary functions, to behead Male&ctors. 
Being placed in a Carriage with his Conduc- 
tors, he passed the Bridge over the river, to 
Rehl, the first Town on the East^n Bank of 
the Rhine ; where they acquainted him that 
he had a considerable Journey to perform ; 
the object of which must be carefully con- 
cealed, as the person intended to be put to 
death, was an individual of great Distinction. 
They added, 'that he must not oppose their 
taking the proper precautions to prevent his 
knowmg the {rface to which he was con- 
veyed. He acquiesced, and allowed them 
to hoodwink him. On the second Day 
tiiey arrived at a moated Castle, the draw- 
bridge of which bang lowered for the Pur- 
pose, they drove into the Court. After 
vraiting a considerable time, he was then 
conducted into a spacious Hall, where stood 
a Scaffold hung with black Cloth, and in 
the Centre was placed a Stool or Chair. A 
Fenule shortly made her appearance, habited 
in deep mourning, her face wholly concealed 
by a Veil. She was led by two persons, 
who, when she was seated, having first tied 
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her hands, next festened berl^ with Cords. 
As iar as be could form any judgment 
from her general figure, he considered her to 
have passed the period of youth.' Not a 
word was uttered; neither did she make 
any complaints, nor attonpt any resistance. 
When all the preparations for her Execution 
were completed, on a signal given, he uo* 
sheathed the iustrumeut of punishment, ao- 
cordiug to the practice adopted in the Ger> 
man Empire, where the Axe is rarely, or 
never, used for Decapitation ; and her Head 
being forcibly held up by the Hair, he severed 
if, at a single stroke, from her Body. With- 
out allowing him to remain more than a few 
Minutes, he was then handsomely rewarded, 
conducted back to Kehl, by the same per- 
sons who had brought him to the place, and 
set down at the end of the Bridge leading to 
Strasburgh. 

I have heard the question frequently agi- 
tated, during my residence in Germany, and 
many difibrent Opinions stated, relative to 
the Name and Quality of jthe Lady thus as- 
serted to have been put to Death. The most 
goierally adopted Belief rested on the Prin- 
cess <af Toor and Taxis, Augusta Elizabeth, 

TOL. I. T 
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daughter of Charles Alexander, Prince of 
Wirtembei^. She had been married, at a 
very early period o( life, to Charles Anselm, 
Prince of Tour and Taxis. Whether it pro- 
ceeded from mutual incooapatibility of Cha- 
racter, or, as was commonly pretended, from 
the Princess's intractable and ferocious Dis- 
position, the Marriage proved eminaitly un- 
fortunate in its results. She was accused of 
having repeatedly attempted to take away 
her Husband's life, particalarly while they 
were walking together near the Castle of 
Donau-Stauff, on the high Bank orerhfuigiDg 
the Danube, when, it was ttaid, she eodeai- 
Toured to precipitate him into the fiirer. It 
is certain, that about the year 1773, or 1774, 
a final Separation took place between them, 
at the Prince's solicitation. The reigning 
Duke of Wirtembei^, her Brother, to whose 
Custody she was cons%ned, caused her to 
be closely immured in a Castle within his 
own Dominions, where she was strictly 
guarded, no Access being allowed to her. Of 
the last mentioned fact, there is little donbt; 
but, it may be considered as much more pn^ 
blematical, whether she was the person pnt 
to Death by the Executioner ot Straabuigh. 
i have dined, in the Autumn of the ye^r 
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J778, with the Prince of Tour and Taxis, 
at his Castle ot Seat of Ponaa-3taaff, pear 
the northern Bank <^ the Danube, a, few 
Miles from the City of Ratisbon. He was then 
about forty-five years of age, and his Wife 
was understood tQ be in Confio^ent. 1 be- 
lieve that her Decease waq not forpoally 
announced as having taken place, till many 
years subsequent to 1778: but, this Cin:unv 
stance by no means militates against the 
possibility of her having suffered by a more 
summary Process, if her conduct had exposed 
her to merit it; and if it was thought pi^Qper 
to inflict upon her capital punishmeqt, The 
private Annals of the great Hou^s and 
SoyeareigDS of the German Empire, if tbey 
were divulged, would furnish numerous ' 
instances pf similar Severity exercised in 
their own Families, during the iserenteenth 
and eighteenth Centuries. Some of these 
Stories might realize the tragical Adventures 
conmiemorated by Boccace, or related by 
Mai^^aret, Queen pf Navarre, sister of Fran- 
pis the First, in her "Tales;" which last 
■ mentioned Productions, however romajitic 
some of th^n may appear, are not Fiction^ 
but, faithful delineationa of the Gallantries 
or Crimes that took place in the Court of 
T 2 
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Pau, where she resided, near the foot of the 
.Pyrenees. Count Koaigsmai^k fdX a victmii 
at Hanover, to the resentment of Ernest 
Angustus, father of Kuig Geoi^ the First : 
and we know how narrowly the great Pre. 
deric, afterwards King of Prussia, escapied 
perishing by the same Weapon which be- 
headed his Companion Katt, arbitrariiy sacri- 
ficed by Frederic William the First, for only 
endeavouring to facilitate the Prince's evasion 
from his father's Court. 

While X am engaged on the subject of ex- 
traordinary Ev^ts, I shall record one more 
Fact, which may appear equally curious wHh 
dther of the Stories that I have just re- 
counted. During the first Winter that 1 
passed at Vioina, in 1778, I became ac- 
quainted with the Count and Count^sb Po- 
dotski. She was one of the most beauti- 
ful and accomplished Womai of high' rank, 
«hom I have seen on the Continent. Her 
husband, a great Polish Nobleman, here- 
ditary Cup-bearer, or " Grand fichtmson" 
of the Crown, had become in some measure 
an Austrian Subject, in consequrace of Urn 
first Partition of Poland, which took place 
-m 177S. His patrimonial Estates ^yi^ 
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priDcipallT' m that Southern Portion of the 
Kingdom which fell to. the share <^ Maria 
Theresa, he of course repaired frequently to 
Vienna ; between which Capital and Warsaw 
he divided his time. During the Winter of 
1776, as the Count and Countees Podotski 
were on their way fmta Vienna to Cracow, 
the Wolves which abound in the Carpathian 
Mountains, rend««d more than ordinarily 
bold and ferocious, in fODBequeoce of the 
severity of the Season ; desceDding in great 
NumboB, began to follow ^e Carriage be- 
tween the two little Towns of Oswiezk and 
Zator ; the latter of which places is only a 
few Leagues distant from Cracow. Of two 
Servants who attended him, one had bem 
s^t forward to Zator, for the purpose of 
pnx^uring post Horsed. The otfaer> a Seg' 
due, to whom he was much attached on ac- 
count of his fidelity, finding die Wolves 
rapidly gaining ground on them, rode up, 
and exhorted the Count to permit him to 
abandon to these anim&ls his Horse; as sndi 
a prey would nfitisrally arrest theu* m- 
petuosity, and allow time for Uie Count and 
Conntess to reach Zator. Podotski im- 
mediately agreed td the proposal ; and tiie 
MeydiM, mduntii^ bdiind the Carriage l«ft 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



378 HISTORICAL 

his Horse, who was scud overtakeQ, and torn 
in a thousand pieces. 

They continued their journey meanwhile 
with all possible speed, in the hope of getting 
to the Town, from which they were at aii 
inconsiderable distance. Bnt, their Horses 
were fatigued ; and the Wolves, become more 
ravenous, as well as eager, by having tasted 
Blood, already were nearly up with them. 
In this- extremity, the Heyduc said to his 
Master, " T^ere is only one way left to save 
" us. We shall all be devoured in a few 
" Minutes. I am ready to sacrifice myself, 
" hy going to meet the Wolves, if you will 
" swear to be a Father to my Wife and Chil- 
" dren. I shall be destroyed; but, while 
" they are occupied in iblling upon me, you 
" may escape." Podotski, after a Mohient's 
reluctance to accept such an Offer, pressed 
nevertheless by the prospect of imminent De- 
struction to ^em all, and seeing no prospect 
of any other means of Extrication, consrated ; 
and assured him, that if he Were capable of 
devoting himself for their common preserva- 
tion, his family should find in him a constant ' 
Protector. The H^duc instantly' descend- 
ing, advanced to meet the Wolves, who sor- 
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rotinded and soon dispatched him. But, 
his m^;naDimous Sacrifiee of himself, by 
checking the vdor of their pursuit, allowed 
Count Podotaki time to reach the Gates 
of Zator iu safety. I ought not to omit 
ibat the Hej/duc was a Dissident or.Pro- 
testBBtf while his Master professed the Ca- 
tholic religion; a circumstance which greatly 
added to the merit and effect of the Sacrifice. 
I believe that Count Podotski most reli- 
giously fulfilled his engagement, to befriend 
Uie family of his &itfaful Servant. For the 
honor of human Nature, we ought not to 
suppose it possible that he could fail on 
such a point. I cannot say that Ihave 
heard him relate this Story, himself; but, I 
hacre received it from thoBe persons who 
knew its Authenticity, and who recounted it 
to me at Vimna, while the Count was 
engaged in the same room at Play, in the 
Hotel of the French Embassador, the Baron 
de Breteuil, only about two years after it 
took; place. An instance of more prompt, 
cool, and generous self- Devotion, is perhaps 
not to-be found in the History of Mankind ; 
nor ought its value to be in any Dc^jee 
diminished by the Consideration, that even 
if the Heyduc had not acted as he did, they 
must all probably have perished together. 
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If Naples, in 1779, offered a number of. 
enchanting Objects to the Imagination and 
the Senses ; Florence, where I likewise pas- 
sed a considerable time in the same year, 
presented others not less captiTating to the 
Mind. The " Palazzo Vecchio," once in- 
habited by the elder Cosmo, and by Lormzo 
de' Medicis : Names whidi will be for ever 
venerated; — the Ghapei of St. Lorenzo, 
where reposed the remains of so many Prin* 
ces or Individual9 of that illustrioas Funir 
ly, whose Monumeats were adoroed by the 
Hand of Michael Angelo ; — the Gallery con< 
dtxucted for the reception of alt those M^ 
ter-pieces of ancient, and of modem Genius, 
which Taste and Expense had collected in 
the lapse of Ages ; — even the surroanding 
Scenery, the Rirer Aroo, Fietol^, Vallom* 
brosa, and every Object, awakened classic, 
or poetic recollections. Sir Horace Mann, 
who was then the British Minister at the 
Court <tf Tnscaoy, had long outliyed the 
^Extinction of the House of Medicis ; for 
idiich Race of Princes be seemed to preseira 
the same predilection, which Brantome al- 
ways manifests for the Family of Valois, 
above the Lme of Bourbon. He remem- 
bered, and personally knew, the last Grand 
puke of the Mediceu* line, John Gaston, 
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'vrho died in 1737; in conseqnmce of whose 
Decease without issue, those beautiful Por- 
tions of Italy, constituting his DomimoBSt 
were finally transferred to a Prince of L<>r- 
raJQ. 

Conversiiig with Sir Horace Mann, on 
this Topic, which always excited his re- 
gret; *' John Gaston," observed he to me, 
" was one of the most superiar and ac- 
"complisbed Men, whom the present Cen- 
'** tury has witnessed, if his immoderate pur- 
" suit of pleasures had not enervated' his 
'* Mind, and debilitated his Frame. He be- 
*' came, long hefcae his Death, incapable of 
" ctmtinuing his fiunily : but ihai inalMlity 
" did not produce its Extinction. A ^ort of 
" fiitality seemed to overhai^ the House o£ 
" Medicis, and to render mefiectnal all the 
" measures adopted for its [Wbtongation. 
" When the &ct became perfectly aster^ 
" tained, that John Gaston eonld not per- 
" petuate his line, the Catdinil Hif^ralito de 
"Medicis, his Uncle, was sdected for that 
" purpose; a DispensatioD from his ecclesi- 
'* astical Vows, bemg preriously obtained 
** from the Papal See. The onlf , and the 
*' indispensable object of the Blarriage, be. 
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" ing the attaiDinent of Heirs male to the 
" Grand Ducby, in order to prevent its sei- 
" zure by foreign Violence, or its incorpora- 
" tion with ^e Austrian, French, or Spanish 
" Monarchies ; all Italy was searched, with 
" the riew of finding a young and hand- 
" some Princess, from whom might be ex- 
" pected a numerous Family. A Princess of 
" Mirandola, on whom the selection fell, 
" seemed to unite every requisite qualifica- 
" tion. The Nuptials were solemnized ; 
" and the Brid^room being of a feeble Con- 
" stitution, as well as advanced in life, it was 
" plainly insinuated to the Lady, that for 
" reasons of State Necessity, connected with 
" the very political Existence of Tuscany 
** under the reigning House, she must pro^ 
" duce an Heir. The most agreeable youths 
" and Pages about the Court were pui'posely 
" thrown in her way, and every fecility was 
" furnished, that m^ht conduce to the ac- 
" complishment of the Object. But, so sa- 
" credly did she observe the Marriage Vow, 
" that no seductions could makie aii impres- 
" sioD on' her, and- she remained without 
" Issue. Her husband died, and was fol- 
" lowed by John Gaston. France having 
" acquired Lorrain, and Don Carlos being 
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" made Sover^gn of Naples, Tuscan; was 
" delivered over by the great Continent^ 
" PovFers, as a conquered or forfeited Coun- ' 
" try, to Francis, Duke of Lorrain. But, 
" DO sooner had these Eveols taken place, 
" than Hippolito's Widow, who had sur- 
" mounted every temptation to Inconstaocy 
" during his life, gave the reibs to her Incli* 
'* nations, and brought into tEie world two 
" or three Children, within a few years, ft 
" was thus that Florence, the repository of 
" so many invaluable Monuments of Greek 
" and Roman Sculpture, collected during 
" successive Centuries, by the Princes of 
*' Medicis, together with the Territories de- 
" pendant on it, passed into the Austrian 
'* Family." Sir Horace little foresaw at 
that time, the new and more calamitous 
Revolutions impending over Tuscany, about 
to issue from the Volcano of the French Re- 
volution.- 

That beautiful Country, the Cradle of the 
fine Arts, in 177&, under the mild and parai- 
tal government of the Grand Duke Leopold, 
enjoyed a great d^ee of felicity, as well as 
prosperity: perhaps as much, or niore, than 
at any period of its History; ieither vrhma 
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CommoDwealth, or under the AdmiDistrar 
tba of the House of Medicis. White his Fa- 
ther, the Emperor Francifl, retamed the So- 
vfsr&gatj of Tuscany, that Portion of Italy 
was considered only as a detached Province 
of the Austrian Monarchy, rardy visited ,- 
and the internal Cmtroul of which, Francis 
committed to Germans, or to subjects of 
Lorrain. But, with the Accession of Leo- 
pold« as Grand Duke, Florence assumed a 
new Aspect ; and though he occasionally re- 
paired to Vienna, in. order to pay his duty to 
the Empress Maria Theresa bis Mother, -yet 
he was not partial to the Climate or Manners 
of Aitstria.' He loved the Banks of the Amo, 
fiu" more than those (tf the Danube; dividing; 
his time betlreen the Occupations of civil 
Government, the Education of his numerous 
ftmily^ which he supointended in person 
with great eare; and the Researches of na- 
tural Philosophy, particularly Cbynustry; 
for which last mentioned Pursuit, like the 
Emperor Francis, he nonmhed a strong 
predilection. In imitation of other royal 
Philosophers, ancient and modem, with the 
iiingle Ulustrioutf Exceptions, I bdiev^ of 
the great Fredenc, Kit^ of Prussia, and of 
Charles the Twelfth of Sweden; he sought 
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m the gratifications of female Society, the 
best relief from Uie Toils and Cares of State. 
An English Lady, the Countess Cowper, W 
came at this time distingqished by his At- 
tachment; and the exertion of his Interest 
with Joseph the Second his Brother, pro- 
cured her Husband, Earl Cowper, to be cre- 
ated soon afterwards a Prince of the Cierman 
Empire : an Honor, which I believe, bad not 
been conferred on any British Subject, aace 
the beginning of the last Century, wheat John 
Churchill, the great Duke of Marlborough, 
was raised to the dignity of Prince of Mit- 
denheim, by tbe Emperor Joseph the Krst, 
after the memorable victory of Blenhom, 

While I am engaged cm the subject of the 
(wo Brothers, Joseph and Leopold, who 
were successively Emperors of Germany, as 
wdl as Kings of Hungary and Boh«nia, 1 
sfadt make a few Obaerrations relative to 
both these Princes. The reign of Joseph, 
comprizing more tbiA nine years, from No- 
vember 1780, to February 17fK>, may be 
ctmudered as one of the most unfortunate 
and injurious in its Effects to the House of 
Austria, which occurs in the AnnaU of that 
Fanuly. He possessed nevertheless oiaiiy 
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emin^it Virtues; ActiTity, Frugality, eolarge- 
moit of Mind, ^ilit; of Access, indefatigable 
- AppUcation, great retiuociatioo of Pleasure, 
the desire of acquiring Knowledge, and of 
amelioratiog ^e Condition of his People. 
But he was theoretical, of an irritable Tem- 
per, precipitate, ambitious, despotic ; - and 
led astray by his anxiety to appear, like his 
Contemporary, Frederic the Second, King 
of Prussia, his own General and Minister. 
That great Prince last named, became, bimr 
self, on more than one Occasion, during the 
" Seven Years War," as is well known, the 
Tictim of his temerity or pertinacity in reject- 
ing the advice of his Commanders. . Joseph 
attempted, with fiir inferior Talents, to con- 
duct the military Operations; but Disaater 
perpetually attended him in the field. Lan- 
dohn was reduced to the necessity of forcing 
him to quit the Camp in Lower Hungary, 
during the War carried on against the Turics; 
and his Arms never p^ietrated t>eyoDd the 
Danube, into Servia, till he leA the. Army, 
abd retired to Vienna. His Alliance with 
Catherine tbe Second, and his .visits to the 
Crimea in her Company, of which romantic 
Jounieys the Prince de Ligne has given us 
such amusing Details; produced no permar 
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nent advantages to his Crown, or refJ be- 
nefit to his People. We kno'fr that he had 
actually made with the Russian Empress, a 
partition of all the European portion of the 
Turkish Dominions, and of some of the 
Asiatic ProTioces lying along the Shore of 
the Black Sea: but, tfaetwo Sovereigns found 
it easier to divide Poland, than to dismem- 
ber Turkey. Joseph's imprudent, arbitrary, 
and impolitic infi'actions of the privil^;es, or 
constitutional rights of his Flemish Subjects, 
when ag^rai'ated by his suppression of many 
of the Monastic Establishments ; produced 
either an Insurrection, or a dangerous fermeUr 
tation among the Hungarians, and through* 
oQt the Austrian Netherlands. While, he 
fondly anticipated the Conquest, of the Otto- 
man Provinces beyond Belgrade, which 
Prince Eugene had subjected to Charles the 
Sixth, seventy years earlier ; the Hungarians 
opened a secret N^otiation.of the most 
dangerous nature, with the Court of .Berlhi; 
and the Flemings overturned the Imperial 
Government at Brussels. Even the Arch- 
duchy of Austria, and the Kingdom of Bo- 
b^oia, manifested symptoms of Disaffection : 
while the French Revolution, which had 
commeoced in the Summer of 1789, advanc- 
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ing widi gigantic steps towards Democncy, 
Anarchy, and ext^nal Violence, paiuAilly 
attracted his Atteotioo oo that vubierable 
Quarter, nrhich He had imprudently dis- 
mantled and Iiud open to Inrasion. Such 
was the critical and convulsed State of the 
Aitrtrian Monarchy, when Joseph expired 
at Vienna, in the Spring of 1700, at the age 
of forty-nine ; leaving no Issue by either of 
his Wives; but, extenuated by Diseases, 
caused or accderated in their progress, by 
his own irritability of Temper, agitation of 
Mind, and the augmenting embarrassment of 
his . Aflbirs. 

Leopold, who succeeded him, and who 
was unquestionaUy a Prince <^ deep Re- 
flection, enlarged Capacity, and sound Judg- 
ment; perceived the Misfortunes which had 
flowed firom the spirit of Itmovation, Reform, 
and restiess Activity or Amtntion, that had 
characteriaed Ins Brother. But; it was not 
easy for him to withdraw from the political 
Cmmexions formed by Joseph, with the Em- 
press Catherine the Second. Yet, alarmed 
at the state of Flanders and of Hungary, 
i^ile he dreaded the issue of the revolu- 
tienwy Stm^le in which his Bro&er-^i4aw, 
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Louis the Sixteenth, was involved with his 
subjects; Leopold, after many doubts, and 
much hesitation, finally determined to quit 
the Alliance of Russia. A Circumstance 
which took place not long after his Acces- 
sion, confinned him in the resolution. Po- 
temkin, who then governed his imperial 
Mistress and the Court of Petersbui^h; 
commandiog the Armies of that Power in 
the vicinity of Oczakow, on the Coast of the 
Black Sea, pushed his Conquests against 
the Turks, so far to the Westward, in Mol- 
davia and Walachia, as to approach the 
Austrian Frontier, on the Lower Danube, 
in Servia. Uneasy at the advances of such 
a neighbour, the Emperor addressed a letter 
to him, couched in very obliging language; 
but, intimating His Imperial Majesty's 
wishes that he would desist from prosecu- 
ting his advantages any further on that side. 
Fotemkin, Intoxicated with tavor, brutal in 
his Manners, insolent, and restrained by no 
considerations of policy, or of respect for 
Ae Dignity of the writer, had the audacity 
to' throw the letter on the ground, in the' 
Presence of various Persons, to spit upon 
il^ acnd to trample it under foot; adding the ' 
most injurious or insultipg Epithets relative 

VOL. I. V 
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persoofklly to Leopold. These barbarous 
and impolitic Ebullitio.Qs of bis rage, were 
T^orted aooQ afterwards to tbe £mperor, 
by Foscari, the Veoetian Embassador at tbe 
Court of Petersburgh ; who having retmned 
to Venice, and there meeting His Imperial 
Majesty, acquainted him with the fiicts. 
Leopold heard the Narration with great 
apparent Calmness, but such an insult did 
' not make tbe less deep impression on his 
Mind. We may however assume with Pro- 
bability, that before PotetUkin would hare 
Tentured on so outrageous an act of Con- 
tempt toward his Sovereign's Ally, he had 
good reason to believe that the existing ties 
between the two Courts or Sovereigns, were 
about to be dissolved, and new Alliances to 
be fbrmed by Austria. 

In &ct, Leopold, from an early period of 
his Reign, turned all his views towards.the 
two Courts of Berlin and London. Atta 
concluding a Treaty at Reichenbach, with^ 
the King of Prussia, he made Peace with 
the Turks at Sistova ; wisely renouncing a^l 
his Brother Joseph's Conquests in Bosnia 
and Servia, restoring Belgrade to the Porte, 
and abandOQUig his Connexions with Ccrthe- . 
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line. Impelled by an anxious desire of 
Arresting the Course of those Frenbh Revo- 
lutionary Principles, which, he foresaw, 
would, if not checked, eventually involve 
Europe in the greatest Caliunities, he set on 
foot the celebrated Interview of Pilmtz. In 
the Summer of 1791, having' repaired with 
hia eldest Son, the present Emperor Francis, 
to the Castle or hunting Seat of that name, 
belonging to the Elector of Saxony, situate 
near Dresden ; Frederic William, accom- 
panied in like manner by his future Suc- 
cessor, the reigiiing King of Prussia, there 
met Leopold. Their Conferences led to a 
Treaty, which adopted as its fiindam^ital 
Basis, the Resolution " not to make war 
" on France, but to arm against the intro- 
" duction of French Revolutionary Pritif 
" ciples into Germany and the Low Coun- 
" tries." The Emperor, who had formed 
an opinion to which he systematicfdly ad- 
hered, that the Republican Faction in Paris 
wouM only be aided by Aggression and Hos- 
tility, tbou^ that War must therefore be 
avoided: but, he conceived that the great 
Powers of Europe should arm against FrencA 
Princifies, by forming a military Cord(»i 
round France ; thus shuttiiig in, if I may so 
d2 
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express myself, the inor^ or political taSeG- 
tioD, and leaving thera to exhaust tiidr de- 
mocratic rage on each other. 

Such was the unqaestitmable object and 
scope of that memorable Treaty of Pilmtx, 
relative to which so much has been said or 
written within the last twenty years, and 
whose very Existence has been called in 
Question. How far the Plan might have 
proved efficacious, if it had been generally 
acted upon by all the Germanic Body, as 
early as 1791 ; and if Leopold, who framed 
it, had lived to conduct its Operations ; it is 
difficult to venture a decided Opinion : bu^ . 
for the authenticity of the Fact itself, I think 
I may challenge Contradiction. Perhaps, 
moral and political Principles are not to be 
shut in or compressed by any defensive pre- 
cautions which can be adopted by human 
wisdom. I am fiilly convinced at least, that 
when Mr. Pitt, early in 1793, declared open 
Hostility on France, he could not have saved 
England by temporizing Measures. Nay, I 
thought at the time, and i continue so to 
think now, after the lapse of more tbap 
twenty years, that Mr. Fox i^ould have 
formed the same Estimate, and wouI*i have 
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acted precisely in the Aame maimer, if he 
bad been seated in Mr. Pitt's place, as First 
Mioister, on the Treasury B«ich. The 
whole difiereace in their mode of seeing and 
appreciating the tendency of the French 
Revolntioo, lay in the possession, or the 
BC^tioD, of political Power, lodeed, the 
feet Was practically proved, when Fox, after 
Pitt's Decease in 1806, arrived at Employ- 
taeai. It soon became evident how much 
his ^taiamcait of a Seat in the Cabinet, had 
iHuminated his understandings as well as 
invigorated his Measures, in opposition to 
rervolutionary Principles and their conse- 
quences. Fox's masterly Speech on the 
Cession of tiie two Mai^raviates of Anspach 
and Bareith to' Bavaria, by Frederic WiUiam 
King of Prassia, and his Acceptance of 
Hanover from Bonaparte, as a Compensa- 
tion ; sufficiently demonstrated that he then 
saw through the Optics of Pitt and Burke. 
The present Earl of Chatham, if he had been 
seated under the Gallery at the Time, might 
have exclaimed with IsaheUa in " Measure 
for Measure," on hearing the Secretary's 
Harangue, 

'** Tbere ipake my Brother, Hiere my Father's Grave 
Did Httet forth a Voice !" 
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I return to Leopold. So vudons was 
he to form a defensive League against 
the French Republican Contagion, that on 
the very Day succeeding, his Coronation at 
f rankfort, as Emperor of Germany, in the 
Autumn of 1790, he despatched a confiden- 
tial Agent, whom f well know, and who is 
still living, to the Court of Berlin, empowered 
to open a private Negotiation with Frederic 
William.- It was confined pa-sonally to. the 
two Sovereigns ; their respective first Minis- 
ters, Kaunitz and Hertzbeig, being excluded 
from any knowledge of the Transaction. The 
King of Prussia, who came readily, into 
Leopold's views, employed Bischofiswerder, 
his Favorite, to carryback his assent But, 
no final, or effectual Measures, as they well 
knew, could be settled, without the parti* 
dpation of Eugland. Mr. Pitt and Lord 
Grenville entered ardently into tiie Plan, 
which had principally in view two Objects ; 
to arrest the arms of Catherine on the Shore 
of the Euxine, and to coerce. the. Repub- 
licans of Paris, without making offoisive 
War on France. The former of these points 
would unquestionably have been attained, if 
Mr. Fox had not excited so formidable an 
Opposition in the House of Commoos, as 



n,gti7ccT:G00glc 



MEMOIRS. 295 

cqmp^ed th6 Ministry reluctantly to recede 
from their Ei^iagenieDts. He at the same 
tidie sent Mr. Adair, as his own private 
A|«it, to Petersburgh ; an act, for wUch, 
many persons thought that lie deserved Im- 
peachment, for more than Hastings mnited 
Prosecution on Account of his Conduct 
while Governor GeneraJ of India. I^eopold, 
apprebmsive of Catherine's resentment, 
doubtful of Mr. Pitt's and Lord GrenvHle's 
sincerity, nor without alarm at the murmurs 
which he foresaw would arise among his 
own Troops, on the evacuation of Bdgrade, 
and the Restitution of hie Conquests in Ser- 
via ; said to a Gentleman, a Native of Great 
Btitain, deep in his Confidence, with whom 
he was accostomed to unbosom his thoughts, 
and who had formed the medium of his lo- 
tercourse ytitii Frederic William, " Tm signS 
la Ptdx avee let Turcs: mats, la Grande 
Sretagne, est-elle aincire? Me tiendra-t-eSe 
us EngagemeTU ? Catherine sera inexorable. 
Jefaivuen Songe, Sier, la nuit, le Poignard 
d la Mam." He even disapproved and 
lamented the line of Conduct adopted by 
Pitt towards the Empress, in the Business 
of Ociakow, as severe, irritating, and cal' 
culated to render hor implacable. " Why," 
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observed X^eopold, speakiDg to the same 
friend, " rob tke Empress of ber laurels, 
'.* and humiliate Her in the eyes of Europe ? 
** It is necessary that her Head should be 
" encircled with Glory, in order to hide 
" her Feet, which are all stained with 
" Blood." In feet, Catherine, who never 
for^ve eitho- Austria, Prussia, or England, 
for their conduct towards her, propdled 
tboBc Powers to commence War on France 
in 1792; bpt, she extended no Assistance to 
them in the Contest On the contrary, she 
compelled Frederic William to withdraw 
from the great Alliance, and to return home, 
by attacking Poland. " If," said the Kii^, 
addressing himself to the distinguished Indi- 
T^ual already alluded to, " I had not 
" marched my Army back into my own 
" Dominions, she would not only have taken 
" Warsaw, but have entered Berlin likewise 
" with her Troops." It was Russ^ there- 
fore, which acted as one great Cause of the 
Overthrow of the first Confederacy fimned 
against Republican France. 

Daring the Autumn of the year. 1791, 
Leopold being on his way from Viama to 
Florence^ stopped, for the Purpose of Re- 
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freshmeat, at a small post House in the 
Duchy of Styria; where, while he remained, 
a croud of his own Subjects, pressed round 
to look at him. Among them he remarked 
an old Woman, who, when he got into his 
Carriage, approached it ; and knocking 
against the Glass with her htmd, addressed 
some words to hhn ia a tone of great vior 
lence and asperity, accompanied with Ges- 
tures indicative of resentment : but, as she 
spoke in the Styrian Dialect, he was wholly 
unable to comprehend her meaning. ' Ap- 
pn^ending that she might have some Com- 
plaint to prefer, or might have received some 
Injury dnnanding redress, he ordered his 
Attendants to question her on the subject of 
her application. They manifested consider- 
able reluctance in explainii^ to htm its na- 
ture; but on his insisting to be informed, 
one of them answ»ed that she said, " Ren- 
*' der Justice promptly. We know all that 
" the Poiseardes have done at Paris." The 
Emperor made no reply ; but, when he re- 
counted the Story to the Gentleman who re- 
lated it to me, and to whom He was used to 
speak without Reserve, he added, " You 
" may suppose that I have read and reflected 
" much upon the French Revolution, and 
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" its Consequences : but, all that has been 
" said, or can be written upon it, never car- 
" ried such Conviction to my Mind, as the 
" fev words uttered by the old Womui in 
" Styria." They forcibly remiiid as of the 
Femtde, who obs^^ed to Alexander the 
Great, that if he was not at Leisure to bear 
Abuses, and to redress Grievances, why did 
he reign ? 

Notwithstanding all the efforts made by 
tiie Emigrants, for inducing Leopold to 
commence War with France, he remained 
inflexibly steady to his System of arming 
against the Revolution, but of never attack- 
ing the French Nation. It was not till after 
his Decease, under Francis, his Successor, in 
the Sununer of 1792, that the Austrians en- 
tered Champagne, in coigonction wMi the 
Prussian Forces. Leopold's Death took 
place on the - first flay of March, that very 
year, at Prague ; to which City he had re- 
paired for the purpose of being there crowned 
King of Bohemia. I think I may venture to 
assert with Confidence, that he was poison- 
ed ; and ibat the Poison was administered in 
Confectionary, which a Lady presented him 
at a Masquerade. Bvery Sudeavoui vras 
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4sed to conceal the fact ; aod with that 
view, it was pretended that his End had 
been produced by some Drags or IttcentiTes, 
-which he himself prepared in his own Labo* 
ratory : — for, he passed much time in cbymi- 
cal researches and processes. But, Agu- 
sius, his Physician, who opened his Body, 
did not entertain any doubt tiiat he fell a 
jrictim to Poison. 

During the Spring of the year 1798, chan- 
cing .to be alone with a foreign Nobleman, 
in London ; whose name I do not think pro- 
per to mention, he being still alive, but 
whose veracity was unquestionable; and 
who, as having been the Embassador of a 
Crowned Head, at the Court of Vienna, 
when Leopold's Death happened, must have 
possessed the best means of obtaining Infor- 
mation; I vaitured to interrogate him on 
the subject. " I was accustomed," answered 
he, *' during the last year of the Emperor's 
" life, to see him frequently, and to have 
^' long Audiences of him, on Business, in his 
" Closet During these Interviews, I be- 
V held' him when divested of any disguise;' 
" and I can pronounce, as a matter of cer- 
" tainty, that the Force of his Mind was then 
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" altogether broken, aud his Faculties et^ 
" feebled. His Memory io p^iticular had 
" become so weakened, that he could no 
" longer retdn from one Day to aootber, the 
" &cts or images committed to it. He rarely 
-" recollected .the Converaation of tiie preced- 
" ing Morning. This premature Decay of 
" his intellectual powers, resulted from hit 
" inordinate passion for the other Sex, which 
" had characterised him at every period <^ 
" his life, and which he continued to indulge 
" when it proved destructive to his frame. 
" The Brain was particutariy affected. - In 
" my Audiences of Leopold, he always 
** walked up and down the Apartment, dur>- 
" ing the whole time. On his Table lay a 
" number of rolls of Wax, which he bit from 
** one Minute to another, spitting out the 
" pieces on the floor. When he quitted tite 
" room, whether any other persons were pre> 
" sent, or whether we were' alone, he nev^ 
*' advanced forward in a straight line • but 
*' he went round the sides of the Chamber, 
" touching with his hand the Wainscot, or 
" tiie Window 8hntt»«. No Circumstances 
*' could more strongly indicate a disordered 
*' or enfeebled Understanding. As to ^e 
** nature of his Death, I am unable positively 
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** to pronounce up<Mi the feet. Certaialy, 
" his Body, wbm opened, exhibited every 
" mark of Poison. But,' if he was poisoned, 
" by whom was it administered, or with 
" what Object? I cannot pretend to ^ess, 
" nor even to form a Conjecture." Two Opi- 
nions; aa i have been assured, prevailed at 
Prague, respecting it; both of which were 
alike founded on Leopold's well known de> 
termination not to engage in a War with 
France. . One Party maintained that the Oi- 
rondists, which Faction then predominated 
at Parii, dreading the effects of his defensive 
System, as most injurious to their taiure of 
Power, removed him in the manner related i 
while'another Party accused the Emigranta 
of having produced his Death, as the only 
means left them of regaining theit* Estates, by 
forcing an immediate rupture between the 
Austrian and Fr^M^ Governments. X must 
leave the feet problematical. Time, bow- 
ever, will probably elucidate its nature* 

AmoBg the Objects of mingled Curiouty 
and Compassion, which Florence presented 
in 1779, to the view of an Ei^lishaum, wa0 
the Chevalier de St Geoige ; or, as we com- 
monly den<»ninate him, the Preteadir. It 
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was impossible to contranplate him, without- 
making many reflectlMiB on his own Destiny, 
and on the conditiaa of the iniatuated Fa- 
mily of which he was the RepresetitatiTe. 
Neither ancient, nor modem History, pre- 
sents the example of a line of Princes so 
eminently unfortunate, during a successioh- 
of Ages! Tie Calanuties, which overwhelmed 
the House, of Bourbon, awful as they must 
be esteemed,-; have been comprized within the 
space of 'fiVe'-fuid twenty yeiurs : but, from 
James the- First of Scotland, murdered in 
the most inhuman manner, at Perth, in X437, 
down to tjie last of his Pescendants ; with 
only the two exceptions of James the First 
of England, and Charles the Second; all 
tiie others perished by the hand of the Exe- 
cutioner, or by violent and premature Death, 
or died in Exiley muntaiued by foreign Con- 
tribution. It was not, however, merely when 
considered as the Grandson of James the 
Second, and the Ii^ieritor of the pret^isiong 
of the Stuarts, that the Chevalier de St. 
George excited an Interest in the mind of 
every reflecting Spectator. By his Mother, 
he descended from the celebrated John So- 
bieski. King of Poland, who was his mater< 
nal great Grandfrtther; the first Cheralii^ de 
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Si. Qeorge faaTing carried off from Tospruck, 
aboat the year 1719, and mairied, Clementi- 
na Sobieska, daughter and heiress of Prince 
James Sobieski, whom Charles the Twelfth, 
King of Sweden, meditated, some years ear- 
lier, to have placed on the Polish Throne. In 
right of that Princess, her Son succeeded to 
very considerable patrimonitj Estates situ- 
ated in Poland ; the produce of which, fonn- 
ed a mncfa more solid source of Support, 
than the precarious Allowance or Donations, 
made and withdrawn as Circumstances im- 
pelled, by the French and Spanish Crowns, 
or by the Apostolic See. Clement the Four- 
teenth (Ganganelli), when he refused to con- 
tinue to the Chevalier, the public Honors 
previously enjoyed by his Father and himself 
at Rome, where a Canopy, decorated with 
the Royal Arms of Great Britain, was CTect- 
ed over their Box in tbe Theatre ; retrenched 
likewise the pecuniary AppoikhHeiUa, antece- 
dently paid him tfOt of the Treasury of St. 
Peter. Nor de I believe that they were re- 
stored by Piua the Sixth, after his Election 
to the Papal Chair in 1775 : but, the Pre- 
tender's Income at the time of which I speak, 
might be estimated at more than five thou- 
sand Pounds Sterlii^ ; a Sum Ailly ade* 
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qaate, at Plor^ice, to m^tain an Establish- 
ment becoming his situation. 

His Faculties, even in their Zenith, appear 
to have been very moderate : but his Valour, 
tiiough not heroic, was never, 1 believe, cal- 
led iu question by the Scots, during bis 
Campaign in 1745 and 1746 ; as that of 
Charles the Second had been doubted in 
1052, at the Battle of Worcester ; and as 
James the Second's Courage was questioned, 
on various Occasions, both as Lord High 
Admiral, on the water, during the two 
Dutch Wars under hia Brother's Reign, 
- and on the land. Charles the First is in- 
deed the only Prince of the Stuart Race, 
after thdr Accession to the English Throne, 
whose Bravery, conspicuously displayed at 
Edge Hill, at Newbury, at Naseby, and in 
mamy other Battles or Encounters, during 
the Course of the Civil Wars, equally sus- 
tained him in the last act cf his life, on the 
Scaffold. In 1779, Charles Edward exhi- 
iHted to the world, a very humihating Spec- 
tacle. At the Theatre, where he appeared 
almost every Evening, he was conducted by 
his Domestics, who laid him on a species of 
Sofo, in the back part of his Box ; while 
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^ CadvMe d*AllKn^y fak Consort, occa-* 
pied the front oeftt during the irhole P^> 
ibrmance. Count Alfieri, a Man singulariy 
eccentric in his Mind, Habits, and Manners; 
whose dramatic Productions have since ren- 
dered him known ; her " Catediero wr* 
" vante* alwflys' attended on her in public, 
according to the estaUished usages of So- 
tiety throuf^out Italy. As, for obvious 
reasons, English Subjects could not be pre- 
soited to a man who still laid Claim to the 
British Crown ; no Opportunity of distinctly 
seeing the Chevalier de St. George, offered 
itself except across the Theatre : and eren 
there be lay concealed, as I have already ob- 
ttrved, oD aeconat of his Infirmities : ran^y 
tiomii^ forward to view. 

Bdng desirous, therefore, to obtain a more 
accurate idea of his Face and Person, than 
could be acquired at such a distance; I 
took my citation, one Evening, at the bead of 
a private Staircase, near the Door by which, 
whra the Performance closed, he quitted the 
Playhouse. Previous to my leaving £ng^ 
land in 1777, His Majesty bad been pleased, 
at the ^plication of Lord Robert Manners^ 
who then commanded the third Regiment of 

TOL. I. X 
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Dragoon Guards, to give me a lAenteaax^* 
Commission ; and Lord Robert had allowed- 
me to wear bis Uniform, which [ ^d.on at 
the time. The present Genial Manners,, 
DOW first Equerry to the King, and who has- 
represented the Town of .Cambridge in Pm^ 
liament for a great number of years; then a> 
Cornet in his father's R^m^it, dressed ut 
the same Uniform, and actuated by a similar 
Curiosity, accompanied me. Aa soon as the: . 
Chevalier ap|H'oached ne» ^ough to distift> 
guish the English R^;imental, he insttmtly 
stopped, gently shook off the two Servants, 
who supported him, one on each side ; and 
taking off his Hat, politely saluted us, He: 
then passed on to his Carriage, sustained by 
the two Attendants., as he descended ihe. 
Staircase. T could not help, as I looked at 
him, recollecting the series of Pangers and 
Escape which he underwent or effected, for 
successive Months, among the Hebndes^. 
after his defi^t at Culloden : a chain of Ad-r. 
yentures which has no parallel among mOr: 
(lern Nations, except in those equally extrar 
ordinary Hardships which 4istingui8hed the 
flight of Charles the Second froni Worce»* 
ter ; or in the romantic Extremities to which^ 
Stanislaus, King of Poland, was reduced i% 
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1734> after his Brasioa and Flight from 
JDantzic. Mrs. Lane gave to the former tyf 
those Princes, the same noble proofs of dis- 
interested Derotion, which Flora Macdonald 
displayed towards the Pretender : and both 
were emin^itly indebted for their final preser>- 
Tation, to female Honor or Loyalty. Charles 
Edward's Complexion was dark, and he 
manifestly bore the same family resemblance 
to his Grandfother James the Second^ that 
His Britannic Migesty's Countenance pre- 
sents to George the First, or to the late 
King. On the Occasion just related, he 
wore, besides the Decorations of the Order 
of the Garter, a velvet great Coat, which his 
infirm Health rendved necessary, even in 
Summer, on coming out of the Theatre ; and 
a cocked Hat, the sides of which were half 
drawn up with gold twist. His whole Figure, 
paralytic and debilitated, presented the ap- 
pearance of.great bodily Decay. 

The strength of his Mind had likewise 
beccane extinct at this time ; and with the 
decline of his intellectual Powers, the sua- 
vity of his Tonper forsaking him, he became 
irritable, morose, tmd intractabie, particu- 
larly in his femily. An unhappy propensity 
x3 
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to Wine, which he gratified to Excess, while 
it enervated his System, rendered him fre- 
quently an object of Pity or of Contanpt, 
when in pubhc ; divestiDg him of that Dig- 
nity which would otherwise hare always ac- 
companied the Descendant and Repres^ta- 
tive of so many Rings. His Misfortunes, 
£xile, and anomalous Situation, agi^Tated 
by mortifications of various kinds which he 
had' uodei^gone, both in France, and at 
Rome; probably induced hini to hare re- 
coarse to the Grape, forprocnring Oblivion, 
or dispensing temporary felicity. That me- 
lancholy Indulgence extingnished the last 
hope which Fortune ever tendered him of as- 
cending the Throne of Englam], justly for* 
ftdted by^ the Tyranny and imbeciie Bigotry 
of James the Second. 

T know fitnn high Autfiority, that as late 
as the year 1770, the Ihike de Choiseul, 
then First Minister of Fnmce, not deterred 
by the ill success of the Attmtpts made in 
t?15, and in J745, meditated to undertake 
a third Effort for restoring the House of 
Stuart. His enterpriziog Spirit led him to 
profit of the Dispute which arose between 
the English and Spanish Crowns, respecting' 
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the possession of FaUdand Islaodg, in otdAr 
to accomplish the Object As the int stejjt 
necessary towards it, he dispatched a pri- 
vate Emissary to Home^ who aignified t» 
Charles Edward, the J>ttke*8 desire of aeemg 
faim immediately at Paris. He comptied, 
and arrived in tiiat City widi the nboost 
pj-ivacy. Havuig aoocraDced it to Choiseolt 
&e Mioister ixed the same N^ht, at twelve 
o'clock, when bfi and t^ Marshal de 'Bro^io 
would be ready to receive the Pr^tCHder, 
4nd to 1^ before him thear plaa for an Inr*- 
8i<»i of EnglAud. The Hotel de Cboiaeul 
was named for the Interview, to which phu» 
he was enjoined to r^ajr in a backBey 
Coach, disguised, and wilhoutany Attendant. 
At the appointed time, the Dnke tatA the 
Marshal, furnished vtith the reqnisite papers 
And instructions drawn ap ^hiscotidHct 
on the Expedition, were ready: but, titer 
waiti]^ a foU Hour, expecting his appmr- 
SDce every instant, when the Clock struck 
one, they cooclndcd tiwt some unforeseea 
Accident must hare intervened to prevent his 
Arrival. Under this Impression they were 
preparing to separ^, wfa«i die noise d 
wfaeds was heard in the Court yard ; and a 
few Moments aflerwards, the Fr^eada- «d- 
tered the noon, in a state of f odi luttmoif 
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tion, as to be utterly incapable even of ordi- 
nary CoDTersatioD. Disgusted, as well as 
indignant, at this disgraceful Conduct, and 
■well conviDced that no £xpedition under- 
teken' for the restoration of a man so lost to 
. every sense of decency or self-interest, could 
be crowned with Success; Ghoiseul, without 
hentation, swit him, next Morning, a pe- 
remptory Order to quit the French DoBoi- 
nions. The Pretender returned to Italy ; 
and the Nobleman who related to me these 
particulars, being in Company with the late 
Duke of Glocester, in 1770, while walking 
together in the Streets of Genoa, met the 
Chevalier de St. George, then- on his way 
back from France to Rome. The Duke de 
Choiseul was soon afterwards dismissed by 
Louis the Fifteenth, and new principles of 
policy were adopted in the Cabinet of Ver- 
sailles. The Contest respecting the Falkland 
Islands being accommodated, Peace continu- 
ed, to subsist between the Courts of France 
and England : while Charles Edward, driven 
by ^e Mprtifications which he ^cperienced 
at Rome, to. abandon that City, sought Re- 
fuge at Florence; where he finished in Jauur 
ary, 1788, his inglorious Career, -as James 
the Second haddone in 1701, at thePalace 
of St.. Germain,-in the Vicinity of Paris. 
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Louisa of Stolbei^, Coimtess d'Albany, 
liis Consort, merited a more agreeable Part- 
ner, and might, herself, have graced a Throne. 
When I saw her at Florence, though she had 
heea long married, she was not quite twenty- 
tteren' years of age. Her person was formed 
on a«nall scale: shehad afeir Complexion, 
delicate Features, and lively, -as well as at- 
tractive Manners. Bom Princess of Stolberg- 
Gedeni, she excited great Admiration on 
hier first Arrival from*Germany: but in 1779^ 
no hope of Issue by the Chevalier coiUd be 
any longer entertained ; and their mutual 
infelicity had attained to such a height, that 
she made various ineffectual attempts' to 
obtain a Separation. The French Court 
may indeed be censured, in the Eye of 
Policy; for not having earlier n^otiated and 
concluded the Pretender's Marriage, if it 
was desired to perpetuate the Stu^t Line of 
Claimants to the Fnglish Crown. When 
Charles Edward espoused the Princess of 
Stolberg, he had passed his fiftieth year, 
was broken in Constitution, and debilitated 
-by Excesses of many kinds. Previous to his 
Decease, she quitted Italy, and finally esta- 
blished herself at Paris. In the year 1787, 
I -havepassed the Evening at her resid^ice, 
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tfae Hotel de Bourgogn^ sitt^te ju fb6 Pa^x- 
boai^ St. Gannaiii, wbere abe s^pfxifti^ 4S 
elegBnt £stabUsluDenl; Her P6itt<)n tbcq 
•till retained manf pcetensiQua to Begmtyi 
and ba Deportment, uaasBupiisii;, Iwjt d^ 
aifiad, set off her Attractioas. In one (tf lb* 
Apartments stood a Canopy, iritb a Qmir.of 
State, on which were displayed (be royfil 
Arms of Great Britain ; and ^rery piece of 
Plate, down to tiie very Tesr^MoqVi w^rt 
pmaipented in a similar manner. Smoo c^ 
the more massy pieces, which wene -said to 
have belonged to Mary of Mod^n, Jamee 
the Second's Queen, seemed to. revive tb$ 
extinct recoHecitionB f^ the Bevolution of 
1086. A numerous Company, both Emg^h 
and Fiench, male and female, was assembled 
under her roi^ by all of whom she was adr 
dressed only as Countegs d'AIbanj^ : but h&F 
Dwq Doraratics, when aarini; hei*, mvanably 
gave her the title of Majesty. The |Ioaon 
mT # Queen, were in Uke manfter paid her by 
Ihe Nans of aU tiiose Convente ya Varie, 
which die was accustomed to yisit on cfertup 
Hcdydays or festivals. Sbe continued to r4- 
nde in &e Ci^iital of France, tiU the etlte 
mitduf progress of the French JfttSTolHtioB} 
eompeUii^her to diwdon IIk4 Couptry, she 
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repuved to Londoo; irhere ab» found JBOt 
only persODol protectioa, but new neMonTccs 
m tiie Ubenlity and Bounty of Geoigs the 
Tliird, 

WhUe I am enga^ on the Adveslarai of 
Ibe Stuart Family, I dudl eonunefflorate a 
&ct, vhieh Brill probably impress erey xe»- 
der with astooishmoit. Diniog at the pro- 
sit Earl of Hard wick's, in London, with 
» large Company, in June, 1796 ; among the 
{lersooB present, was the l^e Sir John Dal- 
-rymple, known by his " History of £leg- 
Jand," and " State Papers." The Cooranft- 
iioD tumiog on historiefd Subjects, he assured 
jqia that the Princess Sophia, Mot^ of King 
George the First, who would have ascended 
the Throne of Great Britain in her ewp pef- 
COQ, if she had not died ftbout sereD Wedw 
jMfore Qneoi Anne; ara9 nevertbeleaa a d&- 
tennined Jacobite in ber political PriBcipIea. 
Ob our ei^rasang the Amazem^it wbicb 
such an Assertion was calculated to prodnce, 
be declared, that while he was occQi»ed m 
looking ova- the qi^iorable Qimt pres^red 
in ^fitsington Psdace^ from vbich, in the 
' bcgrapifig of the prieBent reij^ be todt the 
State Papers given by Hin to the world ; be 
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found a Bandle of Letters, tnarked od &e 
back, in King William's own hand-wHting, 
*' Letters of the Electress Sophia to the 
Court of St. Giermain's." Having perused 
them, he ascertained beyond any Doubt, 
that Sophia was really engaged in close 
Correspondeuce with James the Second, 
and attached to his Interests, in opposition 
to'those of William. Lord Rochford, who 
■was then Secretary of State, having pro- 
cured for Sir John Dedrymple, permission 
from His Majesty, to examine and publish 
the Papers in question ; he immediately 
cotninunicated to that Nobleman hid iMsco- 
very: requesting at the same time, his Lord- 
ship's Sanction or Approbation, in giving to 
the World the Letters of the Electress So- 
phia. " Publish them by all means. Jack," 
answered he. Thus empowered from such 
Authority, Dalryihple destined tbem with- 
out Delay for the Press: but, before he 
had time to get the Letters copied. Lord 
Rochford sent to him, desiring to hav6 tbem 
delivered back to himself, in order that he 
might submit them to His Majesty's Inspec- 
tion; he having on more mature reflection, 
judged it proper to take the King's pleasure 
Ml a matter of such Delicacy and Singularity. 
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Dalrymple returned them therefore to Lord 
Rochford, who carried them to the Queen's 
House, and presented the Bundle to His 
Majesty. But, they were neither restored, 
nor was even any AUueion to them ever 
made in Conversation by the King; he no 
doubt conceiving it more judicious to com- 
mit such Documents to the flames, than to 
permit their publication. However extraor- 
dinary this Anecdote may appear, it ought 
not to surprize, on fiill consideration, that 
Sophia should feel the warmest Attachment 
to- James the Second. He was very nearly 
related to her by Consanguinity ; her Mother, 
Elizabeth, the unfortunate Queen of Bohe- 
mia, and Charles the First, his Father, being 
Brother and Sister. Nor could Sophia, dur- 
ing many years subsequent to the Revolu- 
tion of 1688, nourish the slightest Expecta- 
tion of being called to the British Throne, 
while the ' Princess Anne and her Issue in- 
terposed between the House of Brunswic 
and that Succession. It was not till after 
the Death of William, the young Duke of 
Glocester, in 1700; when the Princess So- 
phia- and her' Descendants being named by 
Act'of Partiamoit, to succeed eventually to 
theOrown of Great Kitain, as the nearest 
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Pro^taot Heirs of the Royal line ; her Inte- 
rests from tjiat Period, became opposed to 
tkt i3gbt of Blood existing in the Stuart race. 

Bnusds, where I made a short stay io 
die Summer of the same year, 1779, exUittt-^ 
ad another Prince ifi a state of physical and 
.ip^tat Infirmity, not less calculated to excitB 
pity thaa the Pretender. Tbe Austrian N»- 
i&erlaiids were at tJuit Time admioisteivd* 
»s they had beea alwost ever since the Peace 
CjTAixJa Chapdleio 1749, by Prince Charies 
of LeiT«a, aj» Represeatatrre of the £m- 
press-Queep. His double Alliance, both by 
ConskaguiQit; and by Marriage, with the 
Emperor Frauds and Maria Theresa ; being 
BroUier to the fonner, and faariog married 
the Si3ter o( the latter Sovere^; — these 
qualities and pretensions, rather than any 
mental Bndowments, civil or military, had 
raised hira to the GoTcmment of tl^e Lov 
Countries, the nuM enviable ddegatiou of 
sovereign Power then existing in £urope. 
Ndtfaer Hungary, nor the Milaneze^ nor 
Sicily, nor Sardinia, nor Ireland, nor Nor- 
way, could enter into any political Compe- 
tition with the rich Pronnces of Flanders, 
Haynault, mid Brahaqt Brussels consti- 
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tnted one of the most pleaeiog, fts well 9a 
el^^ant, Courts of the Continent; its hvcsl 
Position, almost central between Germany, 
Hollimd, France, and England, rendering it 
iar more important in a diplomatic point of 
view, than either Venice, Turin, Warsaw, or 
Naples; periiaps I mi^ht add, evai than 
Copenhagen or Stockholm. Prince Charlies 
of Lorrain having been bred to tJie profession 
of Arms from his early youth, and possess- 
ing an athletic frame of Body, united with 
unquestionable personal Courage, had more 
than once nominally commanded the Aus- 
trian Annies. His passage of the Rhinein 
i744, and his irruption into Alsace^ acquired 
him a d^ree of Reputittioot which he by do> 
means afterwards preserved during the m&- 
morable " Seven Years Wttf." To Frederic, 
King of Prusffla, iie formed kideed a most 
unequal Antagonist, as that great Prince su^ 
flcientiy proved at tiie Battje of Lissa in 
~ Peconber, 1757, where he defeated ttie Aus- 
trians, and on many othea* Occasions. Wlien 
1 was presented to Prince Chu-Ies, in Au- 
gust, 177^, he might be r^^rded as peribrot-' 
ing the last of the Seven Ages of Man, aad" 
as sinking fast into " mere Oblivion." At his 
Levee be seemed apparently uncoBBOKHis of 
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uiy thing beyond the mere Ceremoay of the 
Hour, even his speech and articulation being 
rendered very indistinct by a paralytic Affec- 
tion. He expired in the following Summet, 
at bis Palace in the Vicinity of Bmssels, re^ 
gretted by the FIranings for his Moderation ; 
and was succeeded in the GoTemment gese- 
nd. «f the Netherlands, by the Archduchess 
Ghristma, the favorite Daughter of the Elnw 
press Queen Maria Theresa. 

Never .did a deeper political Gloom over* 
spread England, than in the Autumn of 1779, 
when I arrived in London from the Conti- 
ikoit I question, whether at the time of 
the Destruction of the Ships of war lying in 
the Medway, burnt by the Dutch, under 
Charles the Second; or after the Defeat of 
the Bnglish and Dutch -combined Fleets by 
the French, off Beachy-Head, in 1690, under 
William and Mary ; which constitute two of 
themost calamitous Epochas in our History; 
^«ater .Despondency, Consternation, and 
general .Dissatisfoction, prevailed through- 
out the Kingdom. The disgraceful naval 
Campaign of 1778, in which Kq>pers En- 
gagement.off Ushant, forms the principal or 
only .feature ; had been succeeded by anothv. 
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7C«r of Hostilities, still juore hutniliatii^ to 
Great Britain. D'Orrilliers, at the head of 
the Fleets of France and Spain, rode Master 
of .Uk Channel for a considerable time; and 
the total ii^ant of Enterprize, or of Informa^ 
^on on their part, alone saved the Town, as. 
well as the Dock-yards at Plymouth, from, 
^ling iQto the ^lemy's possession. Not only 
-was the place in want of many indispens- 
able Articles requisite to repel an Attack : 
even flints for supplying the Muskets, how- 
ever incredible Uie feet may appear, were 
deficient. Sir Charles Hardy, who .com- 
manded our Fleet; inferior in number of 
Ships, and nnapprized (if the Enemy's ap- 
proach to the Coast of Ei^land, rem^ne4 
quietly cruizing; in the Atlantic, while they 
tbu? menaced our Shores, H^pily, the de- 
fect of Intelligence, or want of mutual Coik 
fidence, in the combined Squadrons, sup- 
pled every Ministerial neglect; and extri- 
cated the Country from a Calamity, which, 
had it taken plac^ must hare shaken not 
only the Administration, but would haroi 
convulsed the Throne itself Faction di4 
not however less pervade the Navy, ,where 
.tlut respective Adherents <^ Keppel and of 
Palliser, carried their reciprocal rancour to 
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the utmost hdght. The Ammcui War, oAxtr 
fotir tinsilccessfal Campaigos, began to grow 
odious to die Nation : while the Administrft-^ 
tlon, depressed under the we^ht of a Con- 
test, to which the Talents of the great Eanl' 
of Chatham might hare been found unequal, 
did not manifest or exert the Energy denjuid*' 
ed by the nature of the Emergency. Evea- 
the King, notwithstanding a Display o£ pri" 
Tate Virtues, which since Charles the First 
had not been exhibited by any Sovereign ofi 
Great Britain, not even by William Ae ThMf 
yet Ailly [taitidpated in the unpopulari^ of 
his Ministers. As he was suj^MBed to fefel a. 
more than common interest in efi^tingtthe 
reduction of his rerotted Subjected so he watf 
beiiered to exert a more than ordinal^ pes*- 
soual influence over the Cabinet which di> 
rticted the Operations of ttie War. 

After the return of Lord Howe ia 1^7$, 
from his unsuccessful Campaigns- in Amoi- 
ea, die supreme naval Command on thftt 
Coast, as well as in the West Indies, di^ 
«olfed on Admiral Byron. He was a Brother 
of i<ord Byron, whose iatal 0uel with B&-. 
Cbawortii raidered him unfortunately too 
eonspictioas in die Journals of the Honse of 
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Pe^fi. At an early period of his life, having 
bcCTi wrecked on the desart Coast of Pata- 
gonia, not fax from Gape Horn, with Captain 
Chet^), in the *' Wager" Frigate, he there 
endured those iaconceiTable hardships, <ff 
which he has left ns an interesting Narrative. 
An intrepid and skilful, no less than an ex- 
perienced naval Officer, he was nevertheless 
d^cientin the Judgment, Promptitude, and 
decision of Character, requisite for conduct-. 
ing the Operations of a numerous Fleet. On 
the element of the Water, an evil destiny 
seemed invariably to accompany him, from 
his first Expedition under Commodore An- 
son, down to the close of his professional 
life. So well was this fact known in the 
Navy, that the Sailors bestowed on hitn the 
name of " FonI Weather Jack," and esteem- 
ed themselves cerbun of stormy Weather, 
whenever they sailed under his Command. 
From the time of his leaving England in 
1778, till his return abont two years after^ 
wards, all the Tempests of the deep seemed 
to have conspired against him. No Man 
could less say of Himself, with ^olus, ot 
rather with Holstenins, 

" VeiaoTwnque facia TempCTtatamqne poteateni ;* . 
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Viipl having written Ihe line, 

" Kimbonan^ facia Tempestatumque potentem."' 

During the Action which Byron fonght 
with D'EstaigB, in July, 1779, off Gramda, 
all ^e characteristic Talour of the British 
was displayed, not only by the Crews, but, 
.by the Captains and their Commander. Y^ 
the Honors of the day were divided, while 
the Advantages of it were reaped by France ; 
though the slaughter of Men on the side of 
the French, prodigiously exceeded our loss. 
But, the West India Islands, one after ano- 
ther, fell into the Enemy's hands; and afi<er 
the Surrender of Grenada, when D'Esta^p 
quitted Martinico, to carry the Anus of Louis 
the Sixteenth against Savamiafa, the Capital 
of Georgia, he triumphantly swept the Coast 
of America. We must reluctantly confess, 
that the Navy of England at this period of 
the present Reign, bad sunk to a point o€ 
Depression hardly conceivable, when com- 
pared with the Times of Hawke, SaimdoB^ 
and Boacaweo ; or if placed near the stjll 
more splendid period of Jervis^ Duncan, and 
Nelson. We may incline to attribute so 
extraordinary a Contrast, to the errors or in- 
aUlity of Lord North's Administration : the 
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popular voice, I well know, sanctioned that 
accusatioD : bnt, its Canse lay principally io 
the nature of the Contest^ which depressing 
the national Ene^y, and dividing the public 
Opinion, unnerved the 'British Spirit, and 
allowed France during near four years, from 
1778 to 1783, aided by Spain, to make such 
fixertiona, as acquired them a temporary As- 
cendant on the Ocean. Byron, recalled from 
ias Command, soon afterwards revisited Eng- 
land, and his Name occurs no more in our 
naval History : but, it has derived new Cele- 
brity in the present Times, from the poetic 
£min«ice to which his Grandson has attiun- 
ed, by Productions emulating, perhaps sur- 
passing, the fiune of Spenser, of Gray, of 
Mason, and of Scott 

To ;ByKHi, succeeded Rodney, who fills 
so distiiiguidied a place during the unfortu- 
nate Period of the American War : a naval 
.Commdader as much distinguished by the 
ivosperous Fatality which attended him, as 
Byron seemed to be under the influoice of 
an unlacky Planet Cardinal Mazarin, who, 
before be employed any Individual, always 
asked, " Et^ keureuxf bad he been First 
Minister of £n|^and, might have selected 
T 3 
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Rodney for active Service, upon that prin- 
ciple, from among all the Admirals in the 
Nary. His Person was more elegant than 
seemed to become his rough ProfessioD. 
There was even something that approadied 
to delicacy and eflfeminacj in his figure : but 
no man manifested a more tooperate and 
steady Courage in Action. I bad the honor 
to live in great personal Intimacy with him, 
and have often heard him declare, that su- 
periority to Fear was not in him the i^ysical 
efiect of Constitation ; on the contrary, no 
man beisg more sensible by Nature to that 
Passion, than himself: but, that he surmount- 
ed it from the Considerations of Honor and 
public Duty. Like the lamons Marshal Vil- 
lars, he jusdy incurred the r^ntation of bong 
"ghrieucc «t bavard;" making himself fre- 
quently the theme of his own Discourse. He 
talked much and freely up<m every Subject; 
concealed nothing in the course of Conversa- 
tion, r^;ardles9 who were present ; and dealt 
his censures, as welt as his praises, with int- 
prudent liberality ; qualities which neces- 
sarily procured him many £nemies, partiou- 
larly in his own Profession. Throughout his 
vt^hole life, two Passions, both highly iqjuri* 
ous to bis repose, the Love of Womoi and 
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(>f Play, carried him into many Excesses. It 
was nnirersally believed that he had been 
distingui^ed in hi^ youth, by the personal At- 
tachment f^ the Princess Amelia, Dat^hter 
of Geoi^ the Second, who displayed the 
same partiality for Rodney, which her Cousin* 
the Princess Amelia of Prussia, manifested 
for Trenck. A liring^ evidence of the former 
Connexion existed, unless Fame had recourse 
to Fiction for support. But, Detraction, in 
every Age, from Elizabeth down to the pre* 
s^t Times, has not spared the most illus&ri- 
ouB Fmialea. 

The Gaming Table bad proved more ru- 
inous in its effects to Rodney, and that 
Indulgence compelled him, aAet quitting 
&igland, to take refuge at Paris. So great 
was his pecuniary Distress while be resided 
in the French Capital, as to induce him Uf 
mad over his secraid Wife to London, early 
in 1777, with the view c^ procuring a Sub- 
scription to be opened among the Members 
of the Club at White's, for his relief. Lady 
Rodney finding it however impracticable to 
raise any Supplies from that source; after 
much ineffectual Solicitation among Sir 
George's bsnaa friotdi, fiiuily . rmoooced 
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tlie Attempt. Tbe old Marsha) de Biron 
having soon afterwards, by an tet of libe- 
rality, enabled Rodney to rerisit his Coun- 
try, he made the strongest Applications to 
the Admiralty, for Employmmt. His pri- 
vate Circamstances, indeed, imperiously de- 
manded every exertion, when be was named, 
towards the Antumn of 1779, to command 
the Expedition then fitting ont at Ports- 
mouth, for tbe West Indies. I passed mnch 
time with him, at his residence in Cleveland 
Row, St James's, down to the veryMomoit 
of his Departare. Naturally sanguine and 
confident, he anticipated in his daily Convo^ 
sation, with a sort of certainty, the future 
Success which he should obtain ovct the 
Enemy ; and be had not only already con- 
ceived, but he had delineate on paper, the 
naval Manoeuvre of breaking, or intersecting 
tbe Line, to which he sdlerwards was in* 
debted in an eminent d^ree, for his brilliant ^ 
Victory over De Grasse : — a Manoeuvre them 
new in maritime Tactics, though now be- 
come &miliar ~ to ' us ; and which Nelson 
practised with such decisive Effect, in the 
fiattie of the Nile, as well as on other Occar 
sions. Rodney possessed no superior int^ 
lectuftl parts ; but^ unlike Keppd, lua^t»> 
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prizing Spirit always impaled him rather to 
ri^ than to act with Caotion, vhen in pre* 
sence of an Enany. The ardor of his Cha- 
jacter supplied in some d^;ree, the physical 
defects of his Health and Constitation, al- 
icady impaired by various causes : while his 
happy Audacity, directed by the nautical 
Skill of otha^, contrpled by Science, and 
propelled by fiivorable Circumstances, at 
length .oiabled him to dissipate -the Gloom 
that had so long oTcrhimg our naval Annals, 
at the same time that he covered himself 
with great personal Glory. 

The Ministry sustained about this time, a 
diminution of strength, and a loss of talents, 
in the House of Peers, which an Administra- 
tion so unpopular could ill afford, iiy the 
defection of Lord Lyttelton, who suddenly 
went over to the side of Opposition. His 
Decease not less sudden in its nature, took 
place immediately afterwards. He was a 
man of very considerable parliamentary Abi- 
lities, who, notwithstanding the many glaring 
vices of his private Character, might have 
made a conspicuous political 6gure, if he 
had not been carried off in the prime of life. 
Bis Father, the first Lord Lytteltoo, well 
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known aa an Historian and a Poet; derived 
■not less respect in his private Capacity, from 
the Elevation of his Mind, and his many do- 
mestic Virtues. Tlie second Lord Lyttelton, 
by the profligacy of his Conduct, and the 
lahuse of his Talmts, seemed to emulate Dry^ 
den's Dufce of Buckingham, or Pope's Duke 
of Wharton ; both of whom he resembled in 
the superiority of his natural Endowmeuts, 
as well as in the peculiarity of his End. 
Villiers, the '* Zimri" of Dryden's Poem of 
*f Absalom and Achitophel;" afler exhausting 
his health, and squandering his immense for- 
tune in every species of Excess or Riot, ex- 
piied, as is well known, at a wretched Tene. 
ment, on his own Estate oear Helmsley in 
Yorkshire, abandoned by all his former 
Followers or Admirers. Wharton, who acted 
a part uuder Qeo^e the First, hardly less 
distinguished or eccentric, Uian VUUers had 
Informed uuder Charles the Second; pre- 
maturely tenninated bis equally extraordi- 
nary Career, exiled and attainted, among the 
Pyrenees, in an obscure Monastery of Cata^ 
Ionia; worn out, like Wilmot, Earl of 
Rochester, by his pursuit of Pleasures. I*yt- 
telton, when scarcely thirty-six, breathed his 
last at a country House near Epsom, called 
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Pit Place, from its Sitnation in a Ghalk-|)it ; 
where he witnessed, as he concmed, a sn- 
pematural Appearance. 

Having gone down there for purposes of 
recreation, with a gay party of hoth Sexes, 
aereral Individaals among whom I poson- 
ally knew ; he had retired to Bed, when a 
noise which resembled the fluttering of a 
Dove or Pigeon, heard at his Chamber win* 
dow, ^tracted his Attention. He then saw, 
or thoagfat he saw, a female figure, which 
approaching the foot of the Bed, announced 
to him that in three Days precisely from that 
time, he should be called away from this 
state of Existence. In whatever manner the 
supposed Intimation was conveyed, whether 
by sound or by impression, it is certain that 
Lord Lyttdton considered the Gircumstanoe 
as real; that he mentioned it as snch, to 
those persons who were in the House with 
him ; that it deeply affected his Mind, and 
that he died on the third Ni^t, at the pre- 
dicted Hour. About four years aficswurds, 
in the year 1793, dining at Pit Place, I had 
the Cariosity to visit the fied-chamber, where 
tiie Casemcait window, at which, as Lord 
. Lytteltoa asserted, the Dove appeared ta 
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Butter, was pointed oat to me. And at hit 
Step^nother's, the Dowager Lady Lyttet- 
ton's House in Portugal-Street, Grosrenor 
Square, who being a woman of very lively 
Imagin^tioD, lent an implicit faith to all ihe 
soperaatural fiicts, which were supposed to 
have accompanied or produced Lord Lyttd- 
t(Ht'8 End; I bare frequently seen aPuntiog, 
which she herself executed in 1780, intmded 
expressly to commemorate the Event. It 
hnng in a conspicuous part of her Drawing- 
room. Tliere, the Dore appears at the Win* 
dow ; while a ft^nale figure, habited in whiter 
stands at the Bed foot, announdng to 
Lord Lytt^ton his apjn-oachiDg Dissolutioii. 
Every part of the Picture was feithfoUy de- 
seed ^ler the Description given her by the 
Yalet de Chambre who attended him, to 
whom his Master rdated all the Circum- 
Bttocea. This man assured Lady Lyttelton, 
that on the Night indicated, Lord Lyttdton, 
wiio, notwithstanding his endeavoors to sor- 
moant tiie Impression, had suffered under 
great de[»e88ion of spirits during the three 
preceding Days, r^red to Bed before twdve 
o'clock. Having ordered the Valet to mix 
him some Rhubarb, he sat up in the Bed, 
•pparratly in Health, intoidii^ to swallow 
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the Medicine ; but, being in want uf a Tea- 
spoon, vhicfa the Servant Had neglected to 
bring, his Master, with a strong expression 
oi Impati^ice, sent him for a Spoon. He 
was not absoit from the room more than 
tbespsu:eof aMinute; bat, whoi he returned. 
Lord Lyttelton, who had iallen back, kiy 
motionless in that Attitude. No ^Rnts to 
restore Animation, were attended with Snc- 
cess. Wh^er therefore his Death was oc- 
casioned by any new Attack upon his ncrres, 
or happened in consequence of an Apo^ 
plectic or other Seizure, mast remam nuUta: 
of Uncertainty and Coigectare. 

It is however to be observed, that the Lyt^ 
telton Family, either from constitntional nerr- 
ous Irritability, or from other Caus^ - was 
peculiarly susceptible of Impressions rimilar 
to the shodt which seems to have produced 
Lord Lyttelton*s End. His Father, though a 
man of very distinguished Talents, as well as 
of high moral Principle, manifested great 
Credulity, as I hav^ been assured, on the 
subject of Appariflons: and his Coosin^ 
Miss Lytteltcm, who married the present 1^ 
Richard Hoare, &ed in a way somewhat 
sianhr, about four yean later, at his beau- 
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. tiAd Seat of Stourhead in the County of 
Wilts. The second Lord Lyttelton's life 
had likewise been of a nature and descrip- 
tion so licentious, not to say abandoned, as 
to snllject him continually to the keeoest re- 
jmwches of an accusing Conscience. Tliis 
domestic Spectre, which accompanied him 
every, where, was known to hare given rise^ 
wkUe on his Travels, particularly at Lyons, 
to Sceaes greatly resembling his last Mo- 
maxta. Among the Female who had been 
tiie objects and the victims of his tonporary 
Attachment, was a Mrs. Dawson, whose for- 
tune, as well as her honor and reputation, 
fell a sacrifice to her Passion. Being soon 
forsfckfdi by faiin, she did not Icmg Survive; 
and (fistress of Mind was known to have ao> 
eelerated, if not to have produced, her Death. 
It was her Image which haunted his pillow, 
and was supposed by him to have an- 
nounced his ^proaching Dissolution, at Pit 
Place. 

Lord North who had presided during ten 
years at the head of Adounistration, conti- 
nued in the S^ng of 1780, to struggle witii 
the utmost pifficnlty through the Sixth Ses- 
sioD of Parliament, against a nimierons and 
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angmentiag OppoaitioQ in both Uoases. His 
Resignation, anxioasly anticipated by his po- 
litical Enemies, seemed to be inevitable, and 
even imminent: but, theministoial DisgraM*, 
as wdl as the Triumj^ of the adrerse Party, 
were equally obliterated in a Calamity, 
which for the time of its dnration, absorbed 
all Attention. — I mean, the Riots of Juns, 
17B0. No Event commemorated in our An- 
nals, bears any Analogy with the Scene th^ 
exhibited in the Capital, except tibe Fire tf 
London under Chu-les the Second. .Even 
that Misfortune wanted some of the ndaa- 
choly and sanguinary Features, which cha- 
ractaised the Tumults in question. During 
the Conflagration <tf 1606, whatever Stones 
fluty have been invented by party rage, w 
inscribed at the Time on public Monuments 
by religious Antipathy, the Inhahitants hoA 
only to contend with the progress of a da- 
Touring Element. In 1780, the flames w«re 
originally kindled, as well as rendered &r 
more destructive, by a Populace of the lowest 
and vilest description, who carried with 
theA, wherever they moved, the materiab of 
luiversal Ruin. It was only in their Blood, 
by the interposttiMi of an over^elming 
■uUtary . Worce^ that the ConTolGBon became 
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finally arrested ; and that London, after beua^ 
desolated by fire, was rescued from Plun- 
der, Bankruptcy, and Subversion. Even 
the French Revolution, which from July, 
.1780, down to April, 1814, ather under the 
.forms of a Republic, or of a military Des- 
p(Mian, has presented to Mankind a patttta 
of every Crime revolting and degradii^ to 
, human Nature ; yet did not produce in the 
.Capitalof France, any sionlar Outrages. At 
Lymis, it must be admitted that CoUot 
d'Herbois in 1793, exercised the most 8»- 
TSfe vengeance on the Buildii^fs of the City, 
as well as on the unfortunate Inhabitants. 
But, neither Robespierre, nor Bonaparte, 
though the former Ruffian converted the Me- 
tnqiolis into a Charnel-house; and tbouf^ 
the Vei^ieance, or atrocious Ambition of tb« 
latter Adventurer, has covered Europe with 
bninan Bones, from the Tagus to the Mo»- 
kwa ; yet ever directed their destructive Ef- 
forts against the public and private Edifices 
of Paris. 

I was personalty present at many <^ the 
jnost tremendous effects of the popular ftiry, 
on the menMmtble 7th of Jane, the Night <m 
which it attained its highest point. Aboat 
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nine o'Clock OD.that ETming, accomfmnied 
by three other Gentians, who, as well 
as tayself, were alanued at the accounts 
brought in every Mconent, of the Outrages 
commiUed ; and of the still greater acts of 
Violence meditated, as 8o<w as Darkness 
should &Tor and fecilitate their further pro- 
gress ; we set out from Poitlaod-place, in 
order to view the Scene. Having got into .a 
Hackney-coach, we drove -first to Blooms* 
bury-square ; attracted to that Spot by a 
Rumor generally spnad, that Lord Manch 
field's residence, situate at the North-eaat 
Comer, was either already burnt, or destined 
for destruction. Hart Street and Great 
Russel-Street presented, each, to the view, 
as we passed, large Fires composed of Furni- 
ture taken from the Houses of Magistrates, 
or other obnoxious Individuals. Quitting 
the Coach, we crossed the Square, and .had 
acatcdy got under the wall of Bedford 
House, whea we heard the Door of Lord 
Mansfield's House burst open with violence. 
Id a few Minutes, all the contents of the 
Apartments being precipitated from the Win- 
dows, were piled up, and wrapt in flames. 
A file of footrSoldiers arriving, drew up near 
the blazmg pile ; bnt, without either attempt- 
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ing toquendi the fire, or to impede the Mohv 
who were indeed fiur too numeroas to admit 
of being dispersed, or even intimidated, by a 
flinall Detachment of lofentry. The Popu- 
lace remained masters ; while we, after sup- 
Teying the Spectacle for a short time, moved 
on into Holbom, where Mr. Langdale's 
dwelling House and Warehouses afforded a 
more appallmg picture of DerastatioD. They 
were altogether enveloped in Smoke and 
Flame. In front had ass^bled eui immense 
multitude of both Sexes, many of whom 
were Females, and not a few held infants in 
their arms. All appeared to be, like our- 
selres, attracted as Spectators solely by 
Curiosity, without taking any part in the 
acts of violence. Spirituous Liquors in 
great Quantity ran down the kennel of the 
Stre^ and numbers of the populace were 
already intoxicated with this Beverage. So 
little Disposititm, however, did they maniiest 
to riot or pillage, that it would hare been 
^fficult to conceive who were the Authors 
and Perpetrators of such enormous Mischief 
if we had not distinctly seen at the Windows 
of (he Heuse, Men, who while the floors and 
rooms were on fire, calmly tore down fiie 
furniture, and threw it into the Street* or 
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tbsse«i it into the flames. Thejr experienced 
no kind of Opposition, during a considerable 
time that we remained at this place : but, a 
party of the Horse Guards arriving, the ter^ 
rified Crowd instantly began to disperse; 
and wc^ anxious to gratify our farther Cu* 
riosity, continued our progress on foot, aloi^ 
Holbom, towards Fleet-Market. 

T would in vain attempt adequately to de- 
scribe the Spectacle which presented, itself, 
when we reached the declirity of the Hill, 
close to St Andrew's Church. The oth^ 
House and Magazines of Mr. Langdale, 
who, as a Catholic, had been selected for 
the blind vengeance of the Mob ; situated 
in the hollow apace near the North end of 
Fleet-Market, threw up into the Air a pinuft* 
cle of flame resembling a Volcano. Such 
was the beautiful and brilliant eflect of the 
Illumination, that St. Andrew's Church ap- 
peared to be almost scorched by the heat of 
so prodigious a body of Fire; and the figures, 
designated on the Clock, were as distinctly 
perceptible as at noon-day. It resembled 
indeed a Tower, rather than a private Build- 
ii^, in a state of Conflagration ; and would 
have in^ired the Bdiolder with a Soitiment 
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of sdmiraikm allied to pleasore, if it had 
beea poBuble to separate the object, frbia 
its causes and Us consequences. The Wind 
did not however augmeut its rage ou this 
Occasion; for the Night was serene, ^id the 
Sky unclouded, exc^t when it becama 
obscursd by the Tolumes of Smoke, whifch, 
from time to time produced a temporary 
Darkness. The Mob, which completely 
bl6cked up the whole Street in every part, 
qnd in all directions, prevented our ap- 
proaching within fifty or sixty yards of 
the Building ; but, the Fopnlace, though still 
principally composed of persons allured by 
' Curiosity, yet evidently b^an here to assume 
a more disorderly and ferocious Character. 
Troops, either horse or foqtj we still saw 
mme ; nor, in the midst of this Combiualioa' 
of tumult, terror, and violence, had the ordi- 
nary Police ceased to continue its functicms. 
While we stood by the Wall of St Andrew'a 
Church-yard, a Watefamac, with his lanthom 
m his band, passed us, calling the Hour, a» 
if in a time of profound TranquiUi^. 

Finding it altc^thw in^racticahle to 
force our way any further down Holbom*. 
Hill, and hearing that the Fleet Prison had 
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beai set on fire ; we peoetHtfetl titrot^ ^■ 
Dumber of dmtow lanes, behind l&t- Andrew's 
Churcb, and presently foijiDd ourselves ' ia 
t^ middle of Fleet-Market. Here, the sara^ 
Destruction n^ed, font in a difiereut st9g^ 
of its progress. Mr. Langdale'a two Souses 
were already at the haght of thj»r d^p- 
lition : the Fleet Prtsmi on the conb«f y was 
only beginning to blaze, and the Sparks or 
flaniing particles that filled the Mr, Sail ao 
thick upon us on every sid^ as to neodw 
nnsafe its immediate vicinity. Meanwhile 
we began to hear the PlatooDs discharged 
on! tb« other side of the River, towards St. 
Geor^'s Fields ^ aad were informed, that a 
considerable numb<er of the Rioters I^ul 
foeen killed on Black-firiara Bridge, which 
was occupied by the Troops. On approacl^ 
ii% it, we behdd the Kiqg's Bench Prisoa 
cdmpletely enveloped in flafnes. It exhi- 
bited a subbme Sight, and we might be said 
there to stand in a central point, li-om 
whence LfHidoft offered on every side, be* 
fevCr as well as behind us, the pictiUe of tt 
City sacked and aAtwidoned to a ferociousr 
£nemy. The Shouts of the populace, tj^ 
Crifesof women, the crQckling of the fires; 
tlie Blaze r^ected in the Stream of the, 
z2 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



340 HisTORICAX. 

Thames, aad the irregular firing which was 
kept up both ia St. Geoi^'e Fields, as 
well as towards the Quarter of the Mansion- 
House, and the Bank;— all these Sounds 
or Images combined, left scarcely any thing 
for the Imagination to supply ; presenting to 
the view every recollection, which the classic 
Descriptions of Troy or of Rome, in the 
Page of Vii^, or of Tacitus, have impressed 
on the mind in youth, but which I so little 
expected to see exemplified in the Capital 
of Great Britain. 

Not yet satisfied, and heani^ that an ob- 
stinate Conflict was going on at the Bank, 
between the Soldiery and the Rioters, we 
determined, if possible, to reach that Spot. 
We accordingly proceeded through St. 
Paul's Church-yard towards it, and had 
advanced without impediment to the Poul- 
try, within about sixty paces of the Man- 
sion' House, when our progress was stopped 
by a Centinel, who acquainted us that the 
Mob had been repulsed in their attempt 
upon the Bank ; but, that we could pene- 
trate no further in that direction, as his 
Orders were peremptory, not to suffer the 
passage of any person. Cheapside, sl&A 
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knd onpty, unlike the Streets that we had 
visited, presented neitlier the appearance of 
Tumulty Dor of Coniusion ; though to the 
East, West, and South, all was Disorder. 
This Contrast formed not the least striking 
Circumstance of the Moment Prevaated 
thas from approaching any nearer to the 
Bank, finding the Day b^^ to break, sati- 
ated in some measure with the Scenes which 
we had witnessed, and wearied by so long a 
peregrination, which, from our first alighting 
near Bloomsbury Square, had all been per- 
fi>rmed on foot ; we resolved to return to the 
west end of the Town. On Ludgate Hill 
we were fortunate oiough to meet with a 
Hackney Coach, which conveyed us safely 
back, about four o'Clock. in the Morning. 

It is impossible for the most prejudiced 
person, without violating truth, to accuse 
the Opposition of having had any participa- 
tioD as a Body, direct or indirect, in these 
Ontrages. They were indeed, themselves, 
individually, the objects of popular prejudice 
and violence, not less than the Ministers; 
Sir Geoi^ Savile's House in Leicester 
Square, having been one of the first Build- 
ings assailed and plundered by the Mob. 
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B«7oiisBirfc House in PibCadillf, me&aced 
'Wf& the Mm6 &te, trafi ccrtistdered «b bo 
inse^re, t&ai the Duchess of DeTonshire 
j^eldmg to her fears, did not vcjMture to i*^ 
main id it after dusk, for a considerable time. 
She took refuge at Lord Clermont's in 
Berkeley Square, where she deemed herself 
saft irom Attack ; and lay down for suct^s- 
slre N^hts, on a Sofa, or a small tent bed, 
' placed in the Dratnng-rodili. Many otket 
persons of both Sexes» of the highest rank, 
tithes- quitted their own Dwellmg^s, or seAt 
their most valuable Effects abd Jewels intb 
the Country. The first Ministar, Lord 
North, passed ^t alarming Night, at Ins 
official Residence In Downing Sft«et; ac- 
compahjed by a few Friehds, 'who had m- 
paired thither to offer faim their personal 
Aid, if Circutttfitances shotild rettda- it neces- 
sary for his prote<^On. 

One of those Gentlemen, Sir John Mac- 
phofiOD, has oftoi recbubted to me the Pa.r- 
tibulars Of that tn^morable Bveoibg, which 
I shall give in Ins own Wfflxls, and which 
will be pehised with no commm Interest. 
" A t>ay or two befi>i« the 7th of June," 
said fa<^ ".Count M^teahu^ the Praffien 
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^' Mimiter at onr Court, called on me dt 
**. Kensington Gore, wbere I then resitted, 
" and iafonned me Hiat the Mob had dc^- . 
" tennined to attack the Bank. Bx addied, 
" that the &ct bad tome to his knowledge 
" through an anthentic Channel, on the Ac- 
** curacy of whtch I might det>end. Having 
" conrey«d this bitdligeqce immediately to 
" Lord Nolth, I received on the Morning of 
" that Day, an intimation to be at Ms House 
"in Doirhing Sii^eet at O&mor. When I 
" got diere, I foand Mr. Eden, (liince cr& 
" ated Lord Aucklbnd^) the Hbnbrrtite 
^' G«nei^ Simoa FraSer> the Honorable 
" John SL J(dm, and Oolot^dl North, after- 
" «mrds £arl of > Qnilfotd. Mr; Bminmen. 
** L4rd North's prnate Secretary, tiiio lir^ 
"likewise is the bame Stt'eet, was in At- 
" tmdanei^ but did n»t make one of the 
"Company. We sat down at Table, *ud 
*' ]I>intaer liad scarcdy been rauoTed, «bea 
" Downing Bqaare, tbrongh wludi there iB 
" w> Outlet, becatae thronged with people 
" who Btanil^ted a Diqnsition, or rattier 
" « Betertitinattw, to proceed to A<^ 6f 
" Outrage. Lord Nbrffa, with his habitual 
" go«d humor, o b a tiv ad to me, * You se^, 
" Mfccp ft er s oMt hete is much Genfiuriou. 
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" Who commuids the upper Tier?' * I 
" do,' answered Colonel North, ' and I 
" have got twenty or more Grenadiers well 
" armed, -stationed above stairs, who are 
" ready on the first Order, to fire upon 
" the Mob.' General Fraser sat sil^t; 
'' while Mr. Eden, whose House was situ- 
" ated on the opposite side of the Square, 
•' only remarked calmly to Colonel North, 
" that if the Grenadiers fired, their shot 
" would probably enter his Windows. The 
" Tumult without Doors still continuing, 
" and it being uncertain fiom one Minute 
" to another, whether the populace might 
" not proceed to Extremitiee.; Lord Nortii 
" aaid to me, ' What is to be done, Mac- 
'*< pherson ?' * My Opinion/ answered I, * is 
" to said out two or three persons, who 
" mixii^ among the Crowd, may acquaint 
"them that there are Troops posted in the 
" House, ready, without waiting for the Riot 
'* Act b«ng read, to fire oa tbem, the instaiit 
" that they commit any Outrage ; exhorting 
" them at the same time, for their own 
" sakes, to disperse peaceably without 
" Delay. But,* added I, ' Nous perUmt d^ 
" la Guerre devout Aimibai. Here sits 
" Geno^ Fraser, who knows in bettet 
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' " than any of ns, what is wisest to be done, 
" aod who has not yet opened his Month.' 
" The Populace continued to fill the little 
" Square, and became very noisy ; bat, they 
" never attempted to force the street Door. 
" Mr. St. John held a Pistol in his Hand ; 
" and Lord North, who never lost an occa- 
" sion of jesting, exclaimed, ' I am not 
" half so much afraid of the Mob, as of 
" Jack St. John's Pistol.' By d^;rees, as 
" the Evening advanced, the People, in- 
" formed, from rarious Quartan, that there 
^^ were Soldiers posted in the. House, pre- 
" pared to fire if they committed any vio- 
" lence ; b^;an to cool, and afterwards gra- 
" dually to disperse without further £fibrt 
" We then sat down again quietly at the 
*' Tabl^ and finished our Wine. 

" Night coming on, and the Capital pre- 
" senfing a sceue of Tumult or Conflagration 
" in many various Quarters, Lord North, 
" accompanied by us all, mounted to the 
" top of the House, where we beheld Lon- 
" don blazing in seven places, and could 
" hear the Fiatoons regularly firing in vari- 
** out Directions. ' What is your opinion 
" «(f the remedy for this £vil?* said Lord 
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" North to me. ' I should try, my Irfu^,' 
" itnswered I, * to ^ect & Junction, tw t6 
" open some Communication, with the H«adb 
" of Opposition, for the protection «f thb 
** Country.' ' You talk,' nplied he, * &b 
'* if the thing could bft done ; but, It ib ntft 
*' practicable.' I know howwrdf tiutt ft Day 
" oi' two afterwards, notwi^tsmdiog thb 
" Opinion so given by Lord North, lM tnd 
'* Mr. Fox personally met; die fbnuer {U> 
■' companied by Brutnm^l, and tiie M^t<^ 
" by Sheridan, bfehind the Scents at thfe 
'* Opera Hons^ in the Haymuk^t, at £t«ve& 
" in the forenoon. They held a Colifer^^b 
« there ; but, ot the nature of the Convi^a- 
" tion which passed between IhecD, I am 
" wholly %norant." Such was Sir John 
Macpherson's account of the OtrcnmslaAc^ 
to which he was an eye-witness, at that 
M6metat of public Calamity. B.^ now re- 
mains the only Simivot of the Cotnpuiy 
that was convened in Downing Street, rabce 
the Decea^ of Lord Autikli^. 

Lord George Gefmaitt, tike the fint Mi- 
nister, having assembled some Fiienda fot 
%e Portwse, barricaded the pusagai and 
entrance, to Ids Houfte ifi I^dt Ms^, ^Mdk 
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was Ttiry Basceptibteof Deftsic«; after which, 
be «(k>Ily w&ited fbrtbe Attack of the popw- 
hu^. Bbt, &e Rioters were too Well ift- 
ftrttfed of the precaulkms taken, to VHittiM 
iialElfig any attempt on him. Eren the KiAg 
faiittiifell' teinalned on foot, during the ^ 
greater part of that memorable Night, which 
he pastsed brtween Bnckiogham House 6&A 
^e tloyal Man^e cotltiguoua ; into the Ut- 
ter of which BuildiDgs, a Detachm^t i^ 
the Horse Guards had been early admitted. 
Who Were ready to have sallied out upOD the 
Itifeurgents. No Man who knowb the steadi^ 
ncKB and firmness which His Majesty has 
since displayed in the most trying Situation^, 
when his person lias been exposed to Data- 
get- ; ean ddubt that he would have given ou 
that Oceasion; had it been nofortuHBtely ne^ 
ceasG^, the Btroiig«stproefe of Courage. H« 
would not have acted the taone and imsch 
lute part which Lonis tiie BixtecKtii exhi- 
bited on tite lOth of Augnsi, lP9a; when, 
Qndet- similftr Circvmstanccs, Burroanded hf 
a 1^^^^ JadAhin Mob, iastead of d^nding 
hiih^f to ^ last Kttrtnuty, bs he wiab 
Imidid td hhVe doite ftdt 6idy by er^y Pri^ 
tiple Of JSetf-prederratiiMi, but from H^gaxA 
tb the ^Mettestt \£ the Fftnch Monarchy;-^ 
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he abandoned the defence of his Palace, and 
of hia Ffunily, to take refuge in the National 
Assembly. Geot^ the Third had embraced 
the resolution of repelling force by force, in 
case of necessity, and of periabihg in support 
of the Laws, of civil Order, and r^ular Go- 
Temment, rather than survive their Extinc- 
tion. But, h^pily, no Attempt was made 
by the Populace, to attack any part of the 
Quern's House or Offices. 

Various were the Opinions and Assertions 
hazarded, relative to the numbers that pe- 
rished in the Riots, between the third and 
the seventh of June, 1780 : but, as no certain 
Data can be obtained, beyond the official re- 
turns of killed and wounded, the amount 
must always remain matter of Conjecture. 
Probably, it bi exceeded the Computation 
commonly made; and from the concurring 
Testimony of those persons who woe most 
competent to form a sound Judgment, I be- 
lieve it would not be over-rated at seven 
hnndred Individuals, killed and wounded. 
Hie Slaughter was most consida^le at the 
Kill's Bench, at the Bank, and on Black- 
friars Bridge. Colonel de Burgb> a Soa 
oithe Earl of Clanrickard, comman(),«d on« 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



MEMOIRS. 34tf- 

oT the Regiments sent to St. George's Fields. , 
Alt the Troops did their duty, notwithstand- 
ibg the efforts vbich the Populace exerted 
to seduce them, by calling on them as Pro- 
testants, and invoking their aid or their pro- 
tection. Many of th^ Soldiers, in reply to 
these Blandishments, exclaimed, that they 
would not hurt the Mob. A great Noble- 
man, now alive, who, like myself, was a 
Spectator of all the scenes of Devastation 
committed on that Night ; told me that he 
felt strong Doubts whether De Bui^h's Re- 
giment would actually draw the Trigger. 
Impressed with that Conviction, he mention- 
ed his Apprehensions on the point, to the 
Colonel; who instantly replied, that he knew 
his Men, and could rely on their prompt 
Obedience. The Event justified his Confi- 
dence : for, no sooner had he given the word 
of command to fire, thani levelling their 
Pieces, they soon compelled the Rioters to 
seek their safety in immediate Dispersion. If 
the " Gardes Francaises" in 1789, had be- 
haved like our regular TVoops in 1780, the 
Fr^ich fievolution m^ht have been sup- 
pressed in its Birth ; and Europe would not 
have g^aned during fourteen years, under 
Uie»:cumulated Calamities inflicted on it by 
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Benoparte. Bat, ttK^UGBreoce of Ghfra^tor 
between tJbe two SoTereigns of Great ?ntfip 
and of Fnmce, C9iiatituted one gFc«t cQuae 
of the differeot Fate that attoidcd the two 
MoD^rchieB, Geoi^ the Third, when at- 
tj»pl(ed, p^pa^ to defaid his fliroqe, Im 
F^imly, biB Cqoafyj, and the C^t^tntion 
^trusted (o his c^re. They 1^0% in ^t 
Pfincipalljr saved hy his Decidipa. Loi^s 
the Styteentb tamely abaddoned all to a fe- 
rocious demorftlized Pc^alace, vhA sent lum 
to^ie Stcaffi)ld. No mfto of C^rageor of 
Vrrndple, epuld have qpitted the fbnoer 
Prince. It was im^oGeible to save, or tf> 
res^uc^ the lattes iU^&tcMU ;iel4uis. Ap^^asr 
^re MonftDcb- 

M»y «»f the ^iDtera., who frU »t Blfwk- 
triu^ Br^ge> or ip it9 Viciuty, vbere tbiQ 
Sfl^Dg^itcv W94 most coqaiderabte, were ink 
iQfd^wtelj tbmwn, over into the Thfunes, by. 
tfaeii C4l99<MupBK, TbeCfffnag;ewbi«ht4ok 
ptoce «tthe Qtnk likei^yise was gp'eat, thmigh. 
Dptof icery losf Ovralm; and in Ofdin to; 
<m/Bieai «« mndb a« powiUe^ the nagiutnde 
uT^irwffber* «$ ^la0 tintnwiel ^ the 
penoRs vJto p^iriif*^ «t«kl«r Praoivtioas 
iw« tii]ce9, on. b«tb ii4w. ^ ^ d«*dj 
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Bodies bdog earned away duEiDg the Night, 
Tere precipitated into the River, ^en the 
impreasioDs made by the Musket 3^11s, ou 
the Houses opposite to the Bank, were u 
much as possible o-ased cm the following 
Morning, and the Buildii^ whitewashed, 
Gorermnent and the Rioters seem to baTe 
felt an equal Disp<wition, by drawing' a veil 
over the extent of the Calamity, to bury it in 
profound Parluiess. To Cok>iiel Holroyd, 
since deservedly raised to the British Peer- 
age as Lord Sheffield, and to his Regiment 
of Militia, the Country was eminexUly in- 
debted for nspdling the fury o£ the Mob at 
the Bank; where, during schus Moments, 
the Conflict seened doubtAU, and the Aasaii- 
ants had nearly breed an Entraace. Jjord 
AigOTnon Percy, ainae created Earl of Bleve^ 
ley,, marched likewise at the head of the Nor* 
tfaumberland Militia, to the same Spot Their 
Arrival, together witt the enesfgy, pronqiti' 
tude, and decision which Colonel Holmyd 
manifested, principoUy conduced to ensure 
tike Safety of that great National Estajtrl^sbr 
ment. Lord Sbe&eld, by hia comp^'dal 
Disquisitions, and agricultural Pursuits, qr 
ProdBctions, has sinco raadered ecai!pcil^ 
less inportuU Services to fats Camitry* JVw. 
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ought he to be foi^tten ia another Capa- 
city, a^he Friend and the Biographer of 
6>(6on,, whose mortal Remains tepoee un- 
der his Protection, at Sheffield Place in 
Sussex. Numbers of the Insuigents con- 
cealed their Womids, in order to erade dis- 
covery of the part which tbey had tak&i in 
the Disord^^ of the Capital. It is however 
indisputable, that almost all who perished, 
were of a low and obscure Description. 

If the Populace had been conducted by 
Leaders of System or Ability, London must 
have been fiindamentally overturned oa that 
N^ht The Bank, die India House, and 
the Shops of the great Bankers, would in 
that case have been early attacked ; instead 
of throwing away their rage, bb they did, on 
Popish Chapels, private Honses, and Pri- 
sons. When they b^an, after their first 
Fury had exhausted iteelt to direct their 
Blows more systematically and skilfully, the 
time for Action was passed. Govonment, 
which was accused, perhaps with reason, of 
havii^ appeared supine during the first Days 
of June; awoke early enough to preserve 
the Metropolis and Public Credit, fi-om sus- 
^ning the last shock of popular Violence. 
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In &ct, from the Instant that the three 
Bridges OTer the Thames were occu|ied by 
r^ular Troops, tiie danger was at an end. 
This awfnl ConTulsion, which, on Wednes- 
day, the seventh of June, seemed to menace 
the Destruction of every tiling ; was so com<- 
pletely quelled, and so suddenly extir^nish- 
ed, that on the eighth, hardly a Spark sur- 
TiTed of the popular Efferresceoce. Some 
few persons in the Boroagh of Sonthwatk, 
attempted to repeat the Outrages of Wednes- 
day ; but they were easily and immediately 
quelled by the military force. Never was a 
Contrast exhibited more striking, than be- 
tween those two Evenings, in the same City! 
The Patroles of Cavalry, stationed in the 
Squares and great Streets, throughout the 
West End of the Town, gave London the 
Aspect of a Garrison : while the Camp which 
was immediately afterwards formed in St. 
James's Park, afforded a picturesque land- 
scape ; both sides of the Canal, from the 
Queen's House down to the vicinity of the 
Horse Guards, being covered with Tents and 
Troops. 

The common Danger, which united all 
Parties for the time, extingnished, or at least 
VOL. I. 2 a 
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suspended in some measure, even the vira- 
lence of political Enmity. Alarmed at the 
prospect of impending Destruction, some of 
the principal Leaders of the Opposition re- 
paired, unasked, to St. James's, under pre- 
tence of offering their Serrices to the-Admi- 
nistration ; neaily as the Dukes of Somerset 
and Argyle had done in the last Days of 
July, 1714, when Queen Anne lay insmsi- 
bl^ near her End. The Marquis of Rock- 
ingham hearing that a Privy Council -was 
summoned to meet on the Morning of the 
7th of 'June, which Assemhly, all who en- 
joyed seats at that Board, were invited to 
attend ; made his fq)pearance in an undress, 
his Hair disordered, and with testimonies of 
great Consternation. Nor did he, whesi seat- 
ed at the Table, where the King was pre- 
sent, spare the Ministers, for having, as he 
asserted, by their n^Iigence, or want of 
timely energy, allowed the Assemblage of 
People to take place in St, Geoi^'s Fields, 
which original Meeting led to all the subse- 
quent Outrages. It is nevertheless incontest- 
able, that to the Decision manifested by His 
Majesty on that occasion, the Safety of the 
Metropolis, and its Extrication from all ^e 
Calamities that impended over it, was princi- 
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pally, if not solely to be ascribed. Eliza- 
beth, or William the Third, could not have 
displayed more calm and systematic Courage 
in the highest sense of the term, than George 
the Third exhibited in so trying a Moment. 
Far from throwing himself for support or 
guidance on his Cabinet, as a Prince of 
feeble Character would have done ; he came 
forward, and exhibited an example of self- 
derotion to bis Ministers. 

It is well known that at the Council to 
which I have alluded, the King assisted in 
person. The great Question was there dis- 
cussed, on which hinged the protection and 
preservation of the Capital ; a Question, re- 
specting which, the first l^al Characters wece 
divided ^ and on which, Lord Mansfield him- 
self was with reason accused of never having 
clearly expressed his Opinion up to that time. 
Doubts existed, whether Persons riotously 
collected together, and committing Outrages 
or Infi-actions of the Peace, however great, 
might l^ally be fired on by the military 
power, without staying previously to read 
the Riot Act. Lord Bathurst, President of 
the Council, and Sir Fletcher Norton, Speak* 
«r of the House of Commons, wbo were 
3a2 
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both present ; on being appealed to for their 
Opinion, decUred that " a Soldier was not 
less a Citizen, because he was a Soldier, 
and consequently that be might repel Force 
by Force :" but, do Minister would sign the 
Order for the Purpose. In this Emei^geocy, 
when every Moment was precious, — Mr. 
Wedderhnm, since successiTely raised to the 
d%nity of a Baron and of an Earl of Great 
Britain, who was then Attorney^neral, 
haTing heeo called in to the Council Tabl^ 
and ordered by the King to deliver his offi- 
fual Opinion on the point; stated in the most 
precise terms, that any such Assemblage 
might be dispersed by military force, widi- 
out waiting for Forms, or reading the Act In 
Question. " Is that your Declaration of the 
Ijaw, as Attorney-general?" said the King. 
Wedderhum answering decidedly in the af- 
firmative, " Then so let it be done," rejoined 
His Majesty. The Attomey<geiieral dreir 
up the Order immediately, which the King 
signed, and on which Lord Amherst acted, . 
the same Ev^ng. The complete suppres- 
sion of the Riots followed in the course of a 
few Honrs. Never had any People a greater 
Obligiation to the judicious Intrepidity of 
their Sovereign I If Louis the Sixteenth 



t: Go ogle 



MEMOIRS. 357 

would hare acted with similar Decision tmd 
Self'DevotioD, in the early Stages of die 
French Revolution, France uright have been 
equally flared. 

Nor ought we to deny the merit due to 
Wedderburn, for having with so much deci- 
sion cut the Gordian Knot, which the Lord 
Chief Justice of the King's Bench, ather 
could not, or would oot untie. His inexpli- 
cit Declarations on the subject, iuToluotarily 
remind us of the Accusations levelled against 
him by "Junius," when, speaking of Lord 
Mansfield, he says, " Beside his natural 
" Timidity, it makes part of his political plan, 
" never to be known to recommend violent 
" Measures. When the Guards are called 
" forth to murder their fellow Subjects, it is 
" not by the ostensible Advice of Lord Mans- 
" field." Here we see him in 1780, acting 
precisely as he had done twelve years earlier, 
in 1768. Nor is it a lew carious and ex- 
traordinary Fact, that the very Exertion by 
■which tite King preserved Londtm in June, 
1780, from suffering the utmost extremities 
of violence and pillage, constitutes, as a 
Principle, the subject of ** Junius's severest 
" Reflections upon him, in March, 1770." 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



3a8 HISTORICAL 

" Did His Majatty," nays he, " consult the 
" Laws of this Country, when he pennitted 
" his Secretary of State to declare, that 
" wheoerer the Civil Magistrate is trifled 
*' with, a military force must be seut for, 
" without the delay of a Moment, and eflec- 
" tually employed r So true is it, that at 
every period of his life, the King manifeated 
the same consisteocy of Character, and su- 
periority to personal AppreheDsioo. When 
nevertheless we reflect that in 1768, a Ma- 
gistrate of the County of Surrey, had been 
capitally accused and brought to trial, for 
ordering the Soldiery to fire on Rioters en- 
gaged in the most violent Acts of Outrage in 
St. George's Fields, though the Riot Act had 
been twice read ; we cannot be surprized at 
the Apprehension displayed by Lord Mans- 
field, to sanction and authorize the same 
proceeding in 1780, nor ought we lightly to 
censure his Conduct. TheSov«%ign alone, 
as First Magistrate, impelled by' the awfnl 
nature of the Emergency, fmd he only, could 
have taken upon him so serious a Responsi- 
bility. 

Molndividual manifested more Abhorrence 
of the Rioters, or exposed iiimsclf by his 
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DeclaratioDB on that subject, to more per- 
sonal Danger, than Burke ; whom his Ene- 
mies accused of having been brought up in 
the tenets or principles of the Romish Fsuth. 
This Conduct did him great honor, and 
proved him superior to the meanness of 
Party. His House in the Broad Sanctuary, 
Westminster, was threatened, but, not at- 
tacked. Fox contented himself with con- 
demning the Authors of the Disorders, but 
took no active part, as a Member of the 
liegislature, .in their Suppression. On the 
contrary, he refused to lend any personal 
Support to Government, when pressed in the 
House of Commons, to co-operate for the 
£xtrication of the Capital ; though Burke, 
who was. there present, loudly expressed bis 
wish for unanimity and association in that 
Moment of national Distress. It is impossi- 
ble not to recollect, that as they thus diverg- 
ed in different lines during the Riots of 
1780, so in 1792, twelve years later, they 
exhibited a simitar diversity of Conduct; 
Burke lending his powerful Aid to prop mo- 
narchical Government,, while Fox remained 
die Advocate of Republicanism, and the 
Apologist ofthe French Revolution. Wilkes, 
who in the early part of His I^sges^s r^gn, 
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had made so glorioiu a mistance to General 
Warrants, displayed as manly a resistance 
to popular Violence, during the whole pro- 
/ gress of the Hiots ; and Imd he filled the 
chair of Chief Magistrate, instead of Kennett, 
vould unquestionably, by his Vigor, have 
prevented many or all the disgraceful Scenes 
which took place in the Capital- 
All the proofe given by Opposition, of 
their detestation for these ctdainitous Exhi- 
bitions of popular fury, did not, howerer, 
produce complete Conviction of their Since- 
rity. Many persons still believed, that some 
at the Parliamentary Leaders secretly fo- 
mented, or privately encouraged, the Rioter*. 
Suspicions were io particular thrown on the 
Earl of Shelbuine, probably with great In- 
justice. The natural expectation of effecting 
a change in Ministry, was imagined to sus- 
pend or supersede m certain Minds, every 
other Consideration ; and it was even pre- 
tended, though on very insufficient grounds, 
that Peers did not scruple to take an active 
part in the worst Excesses of the Night of 
the seventh of June. Public Clamor select 
ed the Earl of Effingham as an Object of 
Accusation. It was generally assarted, that 
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be had mingled with the Rioters od Black-fii- 
ars Bridge; that he had there been mortally 
wounded, and his Body afterwards thrown 
into the River, by those of his own Party ; 
but, not till he had been identified and re- 
cognized by hill Dress, particularly by his 
laced Ruffles. Those who were acquainted 
with that Nobleman, and who knew his style 
of Dress, instantly detected the absurdity, 
as well as falsity of the Charge; for, no Man 
was ever less distinguished by any Ornaments 
of Apparel- His sudden Disappearance from 
London, where be certainly had been seen 
at the Commencement of the Riots ; the ge- 
neral Ignorance in which people remained, 
of the place to which he had withdrawn ; 
when added to his known, as well as violent, 
dislike to the AdministratioD, and to the 
Amencan War ; of which He had exhibited 
a singular Proo^ by renouncing his Profes- 
sion and his Rank in the British Army, only 
a few Years earlier, rather than submit to 
serve against the Insurgents beyond the At* 
lantic ; — all these Circumstances conduced, 
nerertheless, to maintain the Delusion for a 
considerable time. At the b^vming of the 
signing Winter, he re-appeared in the House 
of Lords, in bis usnal Health ; and stated to 
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his Acquaintance, that early in Jane, he h^ 
g;one down to his seat of Grainge Hall in 
Yorkshire, where he had ever since resided. 
Such Persons as still remained incredulous, 
explained his Absence by saying that be had 
been hurt or wounded on the seventh of June ; 
but, it is probable that the report originated 
altc^tber in Calumny. 

Lord George Gordon, the primary Author 
of these Outrages, was not taken into custo- 
dy, till two or three Days after they bad 
been suppressed. Ministers were reproach- 
ed with not having committed him to the 
Tower on the second of June, when he as- 
sembled, harangued, and excited the Mob 
to extort compliance with their Demands 
from ihe House of Commons. But, the 
attempt to seize, and to send him to prison, 
at a time when every Avenue to the House 
was thronged with Multitudes, wh^n the 
Lobby overflowed with them, and when the 
Doors of the House itself might have been, 
every instant, forced in ; would have formed 
an imprudent, not to Say a dangerous Expe- 
riment. It is difficult to find any Instance 
in our Annals, when Parliuntmt received a 
grosser Insult; or when the Members c<hd- 
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posing both HouseB, incurred a greater risk 
of falling victims to popular Violence. The 
Mobs of 1641, and of the following year, 
under Charles the First, directed their rage 
against the Sovereign and his principal Ad- 
Tis^^, not against the Representatives of the 
Nation. Cromwell, when in 1653 he drove 
out and dissolved the Rump Parliament, 
offered no Outrage to their persons, but 
simply broke up the l^slative Assembly 
by a military Force. The Tumults in 1733, 
when Sir Robert Walpole first attempted to 
introduce the fixcise Laws, seem to form 
the nearest approach or similarity to the Pro- 
ceedings in 1780; but, longo IntervaUo. 

It cannot be doubted that if the Populace 
had forced tb^r way into the House of Cont- 
mons, Lord George would not have surr 
vived to recount the Exploit. Many Mnnbers 
who were there present, justly indignant at 
his Conduct, threatened him with instant 
Death, as soon as any of the Rioters should 
burst open the Doors. The late Earl <mF 
Carnarvon, then Mr. Henry Herbert, fol- 
lowed him close, with that avowed Determi- 
nation; and General Murray, Uncle. to the 
present Duke of Athol, a Man whom I inti- 
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mately knew, and who, wbai incensed, was 
capable of executing the most desperate Re- 
solution; held his Sword ready to pass it 
through Lord Geoige's Body, on the first 
irruption of the Mob. It will always renuin 
disputable, whether Ambition, Fanaticimi, 
or Alienation of Mind, conthbuted most to 
tiie part which he acted, in ass^nbling and 
inciting the people to acts of Violence. That 
he was not insoisible to the political Consi- 
deration and Importance which he obtained 
irom his personal influ^ice over so vast a 
Multitude, cannot be questioned. To tdi- 
gious £nthnsiasm or Conviction, something 
may perhaps be feirly attributed; but, more 
must be laid to the deranged state of his un- 
derstfuiding, though no Circumstance in his 
Conduct or Deportment, could possibly sub- 
ject him to be considered as insane. He 
appears in iact to hare been perfectly master 
of himseIC and in possession of all his Facul- 
ties, during every stage of the Riots : nor is 
it to be imagined that he either foresaw or 
intended any of the Outrages which were 
committed after the second of June. But, 
be had put in motion a Machine, of which 
he could not regulate or restrain the Move- 
ioents:. and unquestionably, tiie Mob wliicb 
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set fire to London, was of a &r more savi^^ 
as well as atrocious Descriptioo, than the 
original Assemblage of people who met ia 
St. Geoi^'s Fields. The late Lord Rodney, 
who was then an Officer in the Guards, told 
me, that having been sent on the Night of 
the 7th of June, to the defence of the Bank 
of England, at the head of a Detachment of 
his R^;iment, he there found Lord Geoige 
Gordon, who appeared anxiously endeavour- 
ing by Expostulation, to induce the popu- 
lace to retire. As soon as Lord Geoi^ 
saw Captain Rodney, he strongly expressed 
his concern at the acts of Violence com- 
mitted ; adding, that he was ready to take 
his stand by Captain Rodney's side, and to 
expose his Person to the utmost risk, in or- 
der to resist such Proceedings. Rodney, 
who distrusted however his Sincerity, and 
justly considered him as ^e original cause 
of all the Calamities, declined any Communi- 
cation vrith him; only exhorting him, if be 
wished to stop the further effusion of Blood, 
and to prevent the destruction of the Bank, 
tu exert himself in dispersing the furious 
Crowd. But, whatever m^ht be his Inclina- 
tion, he was altogether destitute of the 
Power. The military Force alone saved the 
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Bank from being plundered, and prevented 
the temporary Bubversion of the nationaL 
Credit. 

I knew Lord Greorge Gordon well, and I 
once accompanied him from a party where 
we met, in Lower Grosvenor Street, at the 
late Lord Elcho's, to Rauelaugh, in the 
Summer of 1782, in his own Coach. In his 
person he was thin, his Features r^ular, and 
bis Complexion pale. His Manners were 
gentle, his Conversation agreeable, and he 
had the appearance, as well as the deport- 
ment, of a Man of Quality. There was^how- 
ever something in his cast of Countenance 
and mode of Expression, that indicated Cun- 
ning, or a perverted Understanding, or both. 
His whole Income consisted, I believe, in an 
Annuity of six hundred Pounds a year, paid 
him by the Duke of Gordon, his Brother. 
It forms a singular subject of reflection, that 
after involving London during several suc- 
cessive Days, in all the horrors of Insurrec- 
tion and Anarchy, he should have escaped 
any punishment for these proceedings, which 
cost the lives of so many Individuals, and 
the demolition of so many Edifices; while 
he expiated by a vigorous Imprisonment to 
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the »id of his days, in Newgate, the publi- 
cation of a Libel on the late unfortunate 
Queen of France, who, herself, perished on 
the Scaffold. He exhibited the strongest 
attestation of the sincerity of his Conversion 
-to Judaism, by submitting to one of the most 
paintul Ceremonies or Acts enjoined by the 
Mosaic Law. The Operation, which was per^ 
formed at Birmingham, confined him to his 
Chamber, if not to his Bed, for a considerable 
time; and he preserved with great Care, the 
aanguinary proofs of his having undergone 
the Amputation. Few Individuals occupy a 
more conspicuous, or a more unfortunate 
place in the Annals of their Country, undar 
the reign of George the Third. He will 
rank in History, with Wat Tyler and Jack 
Cade, the Incendiaries of the Plantagenet 
Times ; or with Kett, so memorable under 
Edward the Sixth. 

The Elements seemed to conspire with all 
the foreign Enemies of Great Britain, at this 
Period; the Hurricane of October, 1780, 
which took place in the West Indi», being 
one of the most tremendous in its Nature, as 
well as violent in its Efiects, conmiemorated 
in ihe course of the Eighteenth Century. 
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Though its destructive rage spread Devasto- 
tioD iu a greater or a less de^ee, over the 
whole Chain of the Carribee Islands, yet Bw- 
badoes experienced its greatest fury, toge< 
ther with the severest loss of lives and pro- 
perty. A friend of mine, General James 
Cunningham, was then Governor of the Co- 
lony. He has related to me, that after re- 
maining above ground as long as it was prac- 
ticable with Safety, he, ^accompanied by .a 
number of his Family and Domestics, took re- 
fuge in a small Cellar, several feet lower than 
the level of the Street, at Bridge Town, the 
Capital of the Settlement Here, indeed, 
they found themselves secure from the Dan- 
ger of being crashed under the ruins of the 
House which they bad just quitted, or from 
being completely borne olTand swept away 
by the force of the Wind. But, they were 
soon assailed by two new Misfcntanes, 
against which they could provide no suffi- 
cient remedy. The first Inconvenience arose 
from the severe Cold which they endnred ; 
the Climate having changed, in the course of 
a few Honrs, from intense Heat, to a contrary 
extreme. The other Evil, which was of a 
still more alarming nature, threatened their 
Destniction, from the Rain which flowed in 
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ojiOB ttiem iii great qnaAtity, as it feU a Tbr- 
renti. Wi^ tbej renauied id ibis d^on- 
Alt SituaticHi, iip to tiie kaees in irateti 
AovA^Rd wheOi&r to a)Dtinae in tlie Cellari 
4rfa»e abopt twenty oi them hiiddle<i togfr* 
flier, vere crouded into a rer; narrow Space; 
OS wh^ber to attempt reaching some more 
swore Sfaett^ ; a tal] athletic Negro of Ge> 
neeal CnoningfaaM's family, who lay vpoD 
hni, ID a posture wiueh did aiA admit of hit 
moTing, fiaid to the Qeueni; " Massa, if I 
** not make water, I die." " Do it then, in 
;' i&od's Dame," amwcred he. The N^ro 
bad tto loona received diu pomission, than 
iiislaatly availing himself of i^ he bedewed 
tke JQeaeral, frsn ^he nape of his Neck, to 
^ vfeTy Shoes ; much, ae we are taught t^ 
b^ere, ki the maoDer of a Hottentot Priest} 
w^en celebrating the naptial C»^ony. 
** ita^" added CanDio^UHD^ when relating 
^ Story> " nerer did I experience a more 
" gratefal Sensation than was produced by 
*^tlHS warm Libation, wlucb seemed to ani- 
'^-aateaty frozen Frame, and to revivify tBf 
** Body; I r^^etted when it 8to[^>ed, tmd J 
** dierived from it essentiial service in the Hon 
** rors of that indescribable i«ght." 
VOL. 1. 2 b 
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The Situation of the Negro, impelled bj 
a Necessit J paramoust txr all respect or re* 
straint, reminds me of a &ct somewhat n- 
mitar, which took place at the Palace of 
Sans Souci. The great Frederic, inasdect 
Society, having been one day more elevated 
and convivial than usual after Diaoer, was 
induced by the gaiety of the ConverBation^ 
to prolobg the accustomed limila of the Re- 
past, and to detain his Guests to a lateHoor^ 
His Majesty furnished, himself the chief 
share of the Entertainmesit, by the bnlliuicy 
' of his Sallies ; but he foi^ot, unfortunatelyj 
that his Guests were Men- One of them, ait 
old General, who was often among the ar- 
sons invited to the royal Table, but whqs^ 
powers of ret^itioo had. suffered iq the 
course of twelve Cunpaigus.; anticipeted 
with extreme Impatience, the moment yrhmx 
the King, by risiug, would permit of his 
quitting the Apartment In this Hope anil 
Expectatiou, he long Sjupported with un^ha^ 
Jteii Fortitude, one of the most pressing de- 
maods of Nature. Overcome at length, and 
yielding to a Power stronger tl^n himself he 
snddenly rose from his Chair, and exclaim- 
ing, " Sire, Tout est grand dan* Voire iMa- 
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'" jesti, Jiaqv^i Id Vessie mhne. Sire, Je me 
•*' tnairs," ran out of the Room. Fredwic 
^^raa charmed with the ingeDuity of the Cam- 
-pliment. and laughed heartily at the Ge&e- 
-ral's Distress, which might however have 
^roT^ &tal to him. The celebrated Ajstro- 
-nomer Tycbo Brake's Death was caused hy 
'jn ]weci8ely similar Act of imprudcDt Respect. 

-- Parliamait baring been dissolved early 'jh 
September, I was elected one of tbe Moa- 
•b»B for Hindon in the County of Wilts ; and 
-the new House of Commons meeting |o* 
.wards the end of October, the first Debate 
-turned on the Choice of a Speaker. L6rd 
.Creoi^^ Germain, not Lord North, cwn- 
m^ced the proceedings on that Eremng, 
and performed the principal ministerial part. 
'It was not intended by Administration^ that 
■^i Fletoher Norton, who during near ^eren 
:year8, erw since tbe resjgnatioi^f Sir John 
Cast in January, (770, had filled the^Chair, 
should T&oocupy it in the new Parliament 
He had giren umbrage during the Session of 
1777, both to the Sovereign, and to Minis- 
ters, by a memorable Speech, which he ad- 
■^dressed to the. King, while standing ^i Ids 
^<^cial Csftadtjr, at the Bar of the House nf 
3b? • 
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Peers. And liioiigfa the Adi^bekten or Ex- 
hortation ttet he tfaon^t ppofjer tiMO to 
08^ relative to the econonucol Expcttdkntie 
-«f Ae Money voted by the House of Com* 
^mtms, bad mH wiA the Approbatioft of ^ae 
<^ati^ ftt large, yet it vB^neBtMUOily prp: 
duced bis erentaal Exdosioii from the £b»- 
jjiloTtneht of Speaker. Lcnl Nortfa faavinir 
tried the ground at St, James's, foand His 
•'^vjesty determined npon the poiat ^kttt- 
-fidous, neverUielees, that it wonU be hi^ltfy 
-oapopular to place his iateaded IKanism^ 
HA such » Basis; Ministops availed thoii- 
vadveB of Sir Letcher's Ul state of HeaUh, 
£ivhich had coosidei^fy ihipeded lljue {»«- 
*|te«B of pablic Boskiess in l^^tcgcedi&B; 
'Sesftion, as forming a sufficient Cause for irits 
•removal. While, thenfn%, tbey passed fai^ 
'Bul^ums on his Alrility and Talcats. tiiof 
'lamented that b^mutiesirf Bocfy rendered^ 
'improper t» oak of him, or to aco^ from 
<hiiD], a continuance of bis public Servioes. 
Sir Fletcher however, rising in Ihs plac^ and 
'Spedcing team the Opposition Bench, while 
'he was sustained by that powarfbl aqd ■»- 
-merous Phalfmx ; endeavoured to pohit Mtt 
the latent Enmity, as well aa the obvions 
'Nullity, of the Ministaial Argt^kents. Be 
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ajfected, U ift tarue, to dispkum aajtwuh <^ 
being agaii^ pJsu«d in the Speaker's Cbair t 
but he took cure to accompany the Declaro- 
tioD^ by an Anettion of his p^ect physical 
Capadty to meetit^ Duties andfatigues. IJi^ 
Aji^tearaocesoeiQ^ indeed to present the as* 
pect of a Man, who, though somewhat de* 
clined in yean^ did not manifest ai^ tt^ens 
of Decay. All the po^onal Attacks levelled' 
by Norton's firieods, on the Of^position side 
of the Hous^ at Lord North, could aeath«! 
induce nor |m»Toke the First Minister to 
open his Up^ on the Occasion. He ronained 
profoundly silent : bi^t, Mr. R^by, lining 
midated by the Cljuvors of Sir Fletcher's 
Adherqij8,.after boldly avowing th^t b« ^raft 
^ifnoiwed for Ins political Trespasses, jostir 
fied his Exclunon from the. Chair, on parlift- 
mentary oc on Ministeprial Grounds. Coin- 
wall was ckpsen S^^fok^ by a vary lu^ 
Uajorit?^ 

r Sir Fletcher Norton, tboi^hp«-haii»juat< 
ly accused, mf a pn^essinid Mao, of pr^ar-_ 
ring Profit to consdentions deU(»cy of Th^. 
<)ip)e4 and tfaoi^ dcstoininated in the coara» 
St^i^es or Caricatares of that Day, by tb«) 
^gVhet of."|S^ BiOlftce Doable&e;" ]tfii 
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possessed emmeot parliamentary Knowledge 
aa well as l^al Taieata. Far fironi suflfering 
in his Capacity of Speaker, by a Comparison 
cither with his immediate Predecessor or 
Successor in that high 0£Sce, he mustbc 
ctriisidered as rery soperior to both. The 
Chair of the Hoase of Commons, during 
the wbole course of the Eighteienth Century, 
was never filled with less Dignity or Energy; 
than by Sir John Cust, whom Wilfces treats 
in all his letters, with the most contempta- 
ous ' Irony, or the most mortifying Insult. 
Cornwall possessed every physical quality- 
requisite to omameut tiie Place ; a sonorous 
Voice, a manly, as well as, imposii^ Figure 
and a commanding Deportment: but, his 
best ministerid recommendation to tfae Of- 
fice, consisted in the Connexifm subsisting^ 
between him and Mr. Charles Jenkinson,- 
then Sf^retary.at -War, which the Marriage' 
of the former Gentleooaii. with the Sister of 
the latter, had cemented. After his Elec- 
tion,. Cornwall giave little SatisiactioD, and 
had recourse to tfae narcotic tirtues of P<)r-- 
ter, for enabling him to sustain its Fatigue v 
an Auxiliary which som^mes becoming too 
powerful for the Prmcipal who called in itS' 
Assistance, .producad Inconvemenctet 'the- 
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-" ftoniad,"* allndingr to the Speaker's Cbair, 
SB it was filled in 1784, says, ' 
" There Connrall ut>, nid ah I compelled by Fate, 
Mint nt for erer throqgb the ioi^ Debate ; 
Sam vb«s compoUad bj Nature's aorereign Will, 

SooKtiiiMs to emp^, and aometimes to fill." 

" likf Bad Pronietbeus fiutened to th« Rocky. 

Id Tain he looks for Piljr to the Clock ; 
In vain the Powers of strBiq|;theiiing Porter tries, 
Aod Dods to Sellaj^ few TreA Supplies." 
We may here remark, as a curious Fact, 
that Sir Fletcher's Dismission from the Office 
of Speaker, conducted him within dghteeo 
Months, to' the Dignity of the Peerage ; atk 
Elevation which he owed solely to the jea- 
lousies and rivalities that arose hetweep 
Lord Rockingham and Lord Shelburne, aa 
soon as they got into Power : whereas, 
Cornwall, his successfal Competitor, sAet 
presiding - more than eight years in the 
. House of Commons, died without ever 
entering the House of Lords. It was thu^ 
that ' Dunninig reached that Goal, whil^ 
Wallace missed it, So inuch does the D^ 
position of Events, which in common lan- 
guage we denominate Fortune, regulate th« 
affairsof Men, in defiance of Juvenars 

" " Noste, 

** Nos fiKimui, F«rtuoa, D«tm, Csloque locimiu." 
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I BCftrcilj tafKasber, dating, n«m fUnr- 
teen Years, that I sate in different Firli%^ 
ments, a more personal, cmt a UMre EMruno 
nions Ddbate than I wito4S9^ sopfi larfter , 
m^ first Entrance into dte Hoiw^ «k the 
sixth of NdTcmber. it took Place ob the 
Address proposed to b6 caitled tip to the 
Footofth&TbtODe. ib Ahswcit to His Afar 
jesty^s Speech. Lofd Geoi^e Gemiain a^aia 
assumed the first t^art, and attracted to- 
wards Himself all the Severity of Opposi- 
tion; Lord Nortii being unaToidably coi^ 
pelled to absent Himself on Account of 
Indisposition. The recent Nomination 6f 
Sit Hugh Palh'ser to the jdroVernment of 
Greenwich Hospital, drew from Fox the 
most pointed, as well a^ tidloit Jieflections, 
not only oil various BtembefB tittii^ Cabmet, 
but, on the Soverei^ hioiself. Not content 
with declaring that '* there coiild be only 
" one of the King's ServafitB,!* (the Earl of 
Sandwich,) "so abandoned, &0 lost to aft 
'" Sensibility or Honor, as (6 have dared 
** to advise such a Measure;" he added, 
that " his Sui^rise was the less excited b^ 
'* the Fact, because it formed the Charad- 
" teristic of the presait Reign^ to hunt 
" down, to defame and to vilify ^reat w 
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" jK>pu)»r public Men ; while the ioftunMos 
" wer^ upheld, employed, and tewarded." 
Ai if apprehepsire that the ApplicatiMi ef 
these last Words might be in any Degree 
ambigoons. He sabjoined, fixing his Eyea 
On licvd Geoi^ Crermain, " The recent 
" Promotion of Sir Hugh Palliser i« dio> 
" tated by the same Spirit, which has prC- 
** daced the Promotion of a Man to one of 
" the greatest civil Employmoits, frho has 
" been publicly degraded, and declared t6 
*' be incapable oi serving again in any 
" military Capacity, at the Head of erery 
<* lUighnent in the Service." So severe, if 
bot illiberal an AUnsion, which dould not 
be misunderstood, instantly called up Lord 
QeoTfe ; who ofaserred that " the A^wrsioa 
^ whieb the Honourable Member bad 
<* ihov^t proper te throw out in the Course 
** of his Speech, being ebriously^ direeted 
" at HiBMtf; the House might naturally 
** expeet He ikonld notice it. I rise 
** therefope," sadd H^ " once lor ftllr shnply 
''to deelave ^at wheneTer Gendeaea de> 
'* Bcend to the Meanness of personal lavte^ 
'* tif «^ instead of A^ment, and shall flwik 
" proper to ttiake Me their Object; I am 
f prepsMd to tteftt b«th the lareotivesaiKl 
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" tfa'eir Author, with the Contempt tbat 
" They deserve." Fox allowed thu Answef 
to pass unnoticed on that Eveaiog ; bof; 
next Day, having probably felt that it could 
not be altogether despised. He thought pro- 
per to say, while speakiog on the Report of 
the Address to the Crown, that "the noble 
" Secretary's Words during the preceding 
** Debate, however prasonal to Himself 
" they might be, yet were so qualified, atf 
" to raider it wholly unnecessary for Him' to 
" take any further Notice of tbem." Ad- 
miral Keppel treading in the Traces of Foit; 
repeated however nearly the same Accusor' 
tions as had already been .brought forward 
against the first Lord of the Admiralty!; 
whom Keppel charged with Incapacity and 
Mismanagement of the naval Forces, and 
stigmatized as meriting universal Reproba^ 
tioD for having recommended Palliser.to 
His Majesty, for the Goyemment of.GreenJ 
wich Hospital. Such an Appointment coii- 
Teyed indeed indirectly a severe Censtrtf 
. upon Himself. Thes^ Persondities and 
Chai^ did not prevent the Address fix)nQ[ 
beinjg voted by a Majority of £ighty-t«o: 
The Exclusion of Sir Fletcher, from the 
Clwir, on the. first Day of the Session, hpd 
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oiilj' been carried by Sixty-nioe. On ■ M 
precarious a Foundation did the Ministers 
stand, even at the Commenceraent of a new 
Parliamept; and so weak were the Foundii* 
tions on which reposed Lord North's Power 
towards the Close of the Year 1780, under- 
mined -as it was by an unfortunate, if not 
an unpopular Ccmtest. When a Motion 
was made a few Days later, by Mr. Thomas 
Townsend, to vote the Thanks of the House 
to their late Speaker; after a Debate of 
considerable lieng^h. Administration could 
only command ninety-six Votes, while OpI 
position carried the Question by a Majority 
of Forty ; baring divided Onn Hundred and 
thirty-six, though Lord Norlb was present 
on the Occasion. Bn^ the' Motioa being 
conceived in very laconic and general Terms, 
the first Minister nei&er rose to speak, nor 
made any personal ^ort to impede itif 
Success. 

, A long and t«7 intcaresting. Debate arose 
on the 27th of Novembtf, when Mr, Daniel 
Parker Coke, Member for ths Town of Not- 
tingham,- (one of the -most upright, honoiv 
able, and inoormptible Individuals who eve^ 
laie in ParHauent;). moved the Thanks o^ 
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tite House to Sir Henry CIiBtOD ainl £arl 
Corawallis, for the impoFtanl Services that 
thoce Commaaders had rendered to ^leir 
Country, on the other Side oi the Atluti^^. 
Ab Infinity of curious Matter wits eliotcid 
by the Nature of the Subject, as it n«t«n^y 
«f necessarily embraced the American War; 
a Topic calculated to fvodnce iot^muoabl^ 
DiscnssioDB. Nether the ^rst Ministw, aor 
Mr. Fox, though both addressed the Hooae 
in the Conrse of the Evening, perforfbetl thf 
pHndpal PjuIs. Wilkes riai^ in his Plitoc^ 
pronounced a Speech of great Length, oa^ 
of still greater Severity ; whveb, (as He wwt 
^customed to do,) Be had prepure^» npt 
wi&o«t evident Ijabeiur; far tbe Opcaa^oft 
{t WAS, like every Composition of hie; spi? 
rited, classic, and sttunped with the eharapr 
knstie Energy of his feiorless Mini4- In the 
Course of it. He o^Diet spared I^ovd Coni- 
wallis, whose Inconsistency in drawing hi« 
Sword to muntaih a Cause, which, a few 
Years earlier, He bad reprobated publicly 
k the Ho«se of Peers, WiUoes eadeavourpd 
to expose r nor ^d He fiul to attack both 
the Ministers and tbe Sovoreign) by wboi^ 
the War was c^ud pa aghast the Gotoiuesr 
The Rii^t clyJiuA ^yr tbe Qtfym 94^ b^ 
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Paifiiment, to tax Amnica, he reprobated 
to " an antiqaated Usiupation of the Stiir 
*^ arts, revived uoder the third PriDce of tli^ 
<< Family of Brnnswic. Tida Pretoiai^i,* 
Sxdaimed He, ** has been ia every Age, Uw 
t* £ivoriie Maxim of Beepots, Zn OppiOr 
9 Hi^u to it, Hiaapdtit ahed his Blood. 
" Such an Attempt against the fimdaoaeBtB) 
" Rights of the English People, justified 
" oar Ancestors in commencing the civil 
" War which conducted the Tyrant Charles 
*i to die Sc^old." He concUded by a»- 
fl«iing of Mr. Coke to withdraw a Motioia 
in which no Man could concur, without 
indirectly giving his Sanction or Approba- 
tion to the American War itseU*. {jord 
North on the other Hand, expressed^ his 
|}(^e, that WiUces would be the only Intfi- 
vidual in the House to oppose the Motion. 
But, another dissentiettt Voice was raised to 
tt in the Person of Sir Joseph Mawbey { » 
Mui who, from some unfortimate Circiuib- 
stfOices of his private Life, never coold ob- 
tain a patient or a caudjd Hearing in Par- 
liament Kigby and Conrteni^, both a^ 
tacked Him; BOt, indeed, with Aifpimeut, 
but, with a more poweriul Weapon, Aidi- 
cnle. SJb^ridAu and Fox rose to ddend Sif 
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Joseph, as He coiistaDtly voted with Op(p<>- 
fition. In 1784, after He had quitted that 
Party, aod joined Pitt against " the Coa^ 
'*' lition," they turned their powerfdl Artillery 
'Bpon Him. The " Rolliad," when speakiag 
«f the Necessity imposed on the i^>eaker, 
i^omteaU, to continue in the Chair while the 
House is sitting, adds, . ^ ' 

" Painful Pre-Eminence ! — ^He bean, 'tis true, ' 
Fox, North, and Burke : but, bean Sir Joaepk too." 

-Linee which fonn a Parody on Pqpe's Ad- 
dress to Lord Boliogbroke, wluch He c<Ai» 
Eludes 1>y saying, 

- " Painful Pre-Emioence ! Oundves to'view^ 
. Above Ijfe'fl Wealmeu and its Comforti too !" 

Sir Joseph Mawbey spolce neverthdefls with 
;great good Sense, though not with Brilliancy. 
^e was at this Time the Colleague of Ad- 
miral Keppel, and 'represented' the County 
of Surry. To the Marquis of Kockingham, 
during the short Adtninistratiou of that' No^ 
l&leman, in 1766, He owedhis Elevation t« 
the Rank of a Baronet Like iVilkes, He 
refused to concur in the Vote <»f Thanks t* 
Lord <k>mwaUis ; but, this MolioH wtM^noi 
the less finally csaried without a- Division. -> 
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' little CoDBolatioD can be derived during 
Ahis gloomy period of English History, from 
carrying our view beyond the Metropolis, 
to the Extremities of the Empire, or from 
considering the Operations of the War by 
eea and land. As Geary bad succeeded to 
the Command of the Channel Fleet, by Harr 
.dy's Death, so Darby took the same-CoiiH 
mand soon afterwards, in consequence of 
Geary's Resj^ation. None of these Names 
will be pronounced, with Enthusiasm by 
Postmty. Admiral Barrington, by his ret- 
pulse of D'Estaign at St Lucie, acquired 
the only Renown gained on the Ocean, from 
the Commencement of Hostilities in July, 
'J778, till the period when Rodney was set^ 
«ut to the West Indies. The inreterate De- 
putes that arose between Keppel and Pab 
liser, which, after convulsing the Navy, and 
jdividing the Kingdom, b^ao insei^ibly^t^ 
&U into Oblivion; were agam revived durii^ 
Ifae short time that the Hoiiae . of Commons 
lemained sitting befcre tbe Cluistmas' Rer 
cess, in consequence of Sir Hugh FalEl 
ser's Appointment to the Goverament of 
<^<rec»wich Hospital, the Events of. the 37th 
July, 177d, were discussed Anew, with all 
^e Acrimony of Party.. . Fox mij^nated ih* 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



SM UIVTOXICAL 

JUaeuamm by the Sevmty of iaa Animad- 
veraioDs on PaltUer, who had jiut takem hii 
Seat in the Hoase, as Member for the Towb 
of Huntingdon, yrhere Lord Sandwich's hi^ 
terest bad procured his Election. The Eari 
of Idsburae, second Lord of the Board of 
Admiralty, having, in a Committee of Sop^ 
ply, laid the Navy Estimates on the Tables 
an anunated and most personal D^Mite 
ensued. Lord Nugent, who was theqi well 
advanced towards fourscore, vahily at- 
tempted, (like Nestor in the " niad,'^ by 
calling Fox repeatedly to Order, to avMt 
0» Storm, and to give the Subjieci under 
CouuderatioQ, a more gener^ Direetton. 
When Fox had exhausted every Topic of 
Declamation with which the Occasion fur- 
aished Htm, both against Palliser, and 
agunst the first Lord of the Admiralty, 
Lord NfHth rose to protect them; and in a 
very aUe, as well as aj^maitatiTe Speech, 
•ndeaveured to diew how unjust a Persecii- 
tioh the Vice Admiral had unde^c«e. Sii' 
Hugh huuelf, conscious of his Inability to 
oantend with abch an Adversary as #ox, tm 
inch a Theatre as Farliam^it ; afler denymg 
the pretended AU^ations made by lus £oe' 
•Dies, and,aoknowledgii^lusQUigati«Dst« 
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the first Minister for the etoqueot Defence 
jmt pronounced ; proceeded to read his own 
Jiutification. The Paper, by its L^igth, 
Dullnete, and perhaps more than either, bj 
the imperfect or defective Manner of its De: 
livery, pat the Patience of his Auditors, as 
I veil lemember, to a severe Trial. Palliser, 
"who had risoi from an obscure Origin, by 
long and distinguished Services, to the Rank 
of a Baronet, aud to some of the highest: 
Honors of his Profession;. wanted Uie Ad- 
vantages of Education, as well as those Qf 
Mann«; Deportment, and external Grac^ 
in.all which He was wholly d^cient. Nor 
J^d He, like bis QpptHient, ^epptl^ the 
Support derived from high Descept 9^4 
Alliances. I have however alirays cousi- 
dfved Him as a most Judicious, meritorious, 
4nd calumniated n^val Officer, who was 
.OTerboroe by the Torrent of Party, ' and 
fdl a Sacrifice to Ministerial Unpopularity. 
J*fev^ can I forget the Picture that He 
drew of the Action, foqgbt on the 27th of 
.July ; a Day not to be recollected by an 
Xnglishman. without Feelings allied to Un- 
miliation. He declared in the Face of the 
House of Commons, that the, British Heet 
.w^e l^d int9 Action in a disorderly and 
vol.. I. 2 c 
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unskilfial rnumer. Id tlie Bei^ning, wilk 
too mKch Contempt of the Eorany ; biM; 
tovards its CSose, with t»o mach Awe; 
ke^ii^ at too great a Divtuce, and hm- 

- noeuvring in ConAudon. In his Reply t* 
PalliERT, Keppel conteoted Btimself witk 
entrenching his R^ntation behind the Sen- 
tences of the two .Courts Martial; and 
reiterating the Cl»i^;e8 of Treachery, blen- 
ded with Ff^sehood, wluch his Honorable 
Rdation, (Fox,) had already brought iatr 
ward against the &nt Lord of the Adniralty. 
Not that Reppel's Courage could be called 
tn Question, as had happened, though per- 
haps most unjustly, in the Instance of Byi^: 
but, in Self Foseeesion, Judgment, superior 
raaritiine Skill, and Presence of Mind; in 
all those Endowments of a great Commander 
which ensure Victory, I have idways n- 
garded Him as deficient. Even the State of 
fail Health, diswdered and diatteared by 
Sickness, tmded to incapacitate Him oo the 
twenty-seventh of July, Sh* perfon^g with 
Promptitade, the ardnous Duties of his 
Situation. I believe^ bow that Time has 

^ softmed down the Aspmties o( Party, this 
Opinion has become general. Ke[^>el^ 
Exploits will never be ranked with those vf 
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Bodoey, of DoQcan, or of Ndstm; nor will 
they erer be associated to the glorioua Ro«- 
collectioDs of the best Years of Geoi^ th« 
Third. I^rd North, with wboni, not to b« 
defeated, constituted a sort of Vi(^ory ; amd 
who genervUy contented himsdf with haK 
Triunphs ; after defending Palliser with his 
nanal Ability, and with more than his con- 
OKMi Animation ; having thus reecned hiu 
from the immediate Attack of his Enemies^ 
aimed at no further Advantage^ but moved 
£oT an Ad^umment early m December. 

As if to complete the Climax of onr na 
tional Misfbrtones at this humiliating Pciioda 
HoUand was added to the number of our 
Bn^nies; War being declared against thfl 
SeiveD United JProvince^ before th« dosa 
.of 1780» natwithstaading the Repugnance 
eqnaUy fialt at such a Rapture, l^ the King 
o£ Great Britain, and by the Stadtholder. 
Mors than a Century had then elapsed, 
onoe we had been «igaged in Hostilitiea 
irith the Dutch, under the profligate Reign 
«f Charles the Second. During some P<h> 
tion of the intermediate Time, the two Conn- 
tries bad been governed by one Prince ; and 
vae So«l ini^t be said to aninate tiieir 
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Counsels after the Expulsion of James th6 
Second, when their joint Efibrts were di' 
rected to stem the Current of Louis the 
Fourteenth's Arms in the Neth^ands: kven 
subsequent to King William's Decease, the 
United Provinces made common Cause with 
his Successor, against France, under Marl- 
borough: bnt, the disgraceful Termination of 
that great Struggle, which lasted near tea 
Years, dissevered England and Holland. 
After the Peace of Utrecht, in 1713, no 
close nor (Cordial Union subsisted between 
the Cabinets of the Hague and of St James's. 
The Dutch were, indeed, prevailed on to 
join Geoi^e the Second, as Auxiliuies, 
fliongh not as Principals, in the war of 1743, 
andertaken to preserve Maria -Theresa on 
the Throne of her Father Chafes the Sixth. 
Unfortunately, the English, Dutch, and 
Austrian Armies, which, while conduct^ 
by the great Talents of Eugene and Marl- 
borough, had neariy driven Louis the Four- 
teenth to the last Extrettaities ; whAi led by 
Ronigseck, and'by William, Duke of Cum- 
berland, were every where defeated on the 
same Plains. 

Marshal Saxe made himself Master of the 
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Barria* &&t protected Holland ag&inst the 
otetwheltning Power (rf France; and only 
the Moderation or the Indolence of Louis 
the Fifteenth^ which checked his Conquests, 
^ve Peace to Europe in 174&, at Aix-la* 
Chicle. That Prince^ had he been ani- 
mated by the Ambition of bis Predecessor, 
or by theSpirit ci Conquest which impelled 
the French Republic in 1796, mi^ht have 
entered Amsterdam, and have subjected 
the ZnydCT iSea to his Dominion. HaTiQg 
escaped from this imminent Peril, the Dutch 
Tcanained neutral Spectators of the Contest 
vl^h took Place between us and France in 
17-56, when Flanders, which for near a Cen- 
tUFf had constituted the Paleestra of £urope, 
by a singular Transition became a Country 
of Rqwse; and the House of Austria for the 
first Time joined her javeterate Foe, the 
House of Bourbon, It was reserved for the 
calamitous .£ra:of the AmencanWar, which 
^funfliarized'us with Disgraces and Rererses, 
to wttness Holland openly rqi^d against 
Great-Britain, under the Banners of Louis 
&e Sixteenth and Gfaaries the Third. The 
OpposhiOB exidted at the Declaraticm of 
hostilities brtwe^i ihp two Ooimtries, as 
setting the Seal to Lord North's ipinistefial 
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Kmbarrasamente. Nor could it be denied, 
tfaat the Necessity for Uocking the Mouth of 
tbe Texel, and probably evgagiug the Dutch 
Fleet at the Entrance of their own Porte, ia 
the d^ressed. as w^ aa inferior State to 
which the British Navy had Uieu su^ ; s«S' 
meoted the Pifflculties under which tbe Ad< 
miotttration laboured, ^hile it encreated 
. the Unpopularity oi the Sovo^ig*. 

Yet neT» did aaty GovemnHiit make 
groHtea- Effbrta to utmI and aroid a Rbpture, 
than were exerted by Lord Nurtfa's GaUn^ 
3ir Joseph Yorke, who. by long Residekib* 
in Holland, bad beeome in some Measure 
naturalized at ihb Hagu^ exhausted erer^ 
art of Diplomacy, to stem the Ciirftnt of 
Preach and American Pf^ticB. The Sttdt> 
holder, no lees than the Majority of ^ne Pea> 
pie throu^Mit tiie Sffien United Proviacei^ 
nourished the varmest Partiality tomurds 
Great Britain : but, the Prinoe of Orai«* 
bad lost tike pnUie Respect which hia high 
Oftce ought to have excited ; and tb« Na- 
loom, immersed in narrow Speculalieaa 6f 
comaeroial Advantage, displayecl no Spurit 
«t that public Spirit, 6t of Aoa^ grant £Be»< 
gies, wUfdi had operated stidi powcrM Bt 
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fects ^aiDSt Philip the Second tuid Third, 
Kings of Spain, during the sixteenth and 
serente^ith Centuries. The Pensionary, 
Van Berkd, acting under the Impnlae of 
ManrepBs and of Vogennes, preeipitated 
his Coontrymai on War with Ai^and, by 
signing a Tr«aty with ^ American Insur- 
gents ; precisdy as Madison, in tiie Summer 
of 18iS, commenced HostiUties with ns, hf 
the Suggestions of his Corsican Director. 
Nor did Fox and Boricf! arraign more ae- 
Terdy ihe Measures of Lord Nort^, as hav- 
ing produced the Rapture that took Place 
with Holland ; than tlie Ijeaders of Oppo- 
sition in the House of Commons, inraghed 
against the line of Conduct adopted on the 
part of Ministers, which led to the late Con- 
test witi) Amaica, Both Wars arosie pna- 
cipally from a similar Cause; the apparmtly 
desperate, or highly alanning Condition of 
England. In 1780, we appeared to be ra^ 
pt^y sinkii^ under the Combination ot £it- 
lopean, Asiatic, and American Fbesi In 
1813, Bonaparte, Master of the Continent, 
fiom the Frontiers of Fbrtugal to those of 
Russia, prepared to consummate the Subju- 
gation of Europe, by a March to Moscow. 
To Yan Bericd, and to MacBson, the Occa^ 
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sion seemed eqnally fevorable for the Dere- 
loj^emeat of tbar raDCorous Bnioi^ to tbe 
Boglisfa GoTernment. Tbe Measures c^ the 
ibrmer Minuter led, at do distaut Period, of 
Time, in tbe Space of about fifteen Years, to 
tbe Subjugation and SubversioD of the B»- 
|»ublic of Holbnd. Futurity will shew 
whether the Policy of Madison, if bis base 
Snbs^rioice to Bonaparte, can .mwit tiie 
Name, will prove more sncceflsfiil or benefr 
cial to ins Countrymen'; and. will prove how 
fitf the American President may justly chal- 
lenge thor future Gratitude, more than the 
Pensionary of Amsterdam merited the Sup- 
port of tbe Datch. 

Nearly about tbe same lime, Maria The- 
reia. Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, ex- 
pired at Vienna, after a Reign of forty .Years, 
diuiog which she had exhibited a memora- 
ble Instance of the Vicissitude? of Fortune. 
Like Fredo-ic the Sec<Hid, King of Prussia, 
she acceded in- 1740; and a great Porti(Hi..of 
tbdr Idves. was- passed in mutual Hostility. 
The Strongth of her Mind, and the Tenacity 
of her Character, sustained her amidst .Diffi- 
culties, whicha Woman of infmor Resolution 
could not have surmounted. Since the Pevth 
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ot £liMbatb, Queen of England, in 1609, 
Europe had oot beheld any Female seated on 
tb« Throne, who united so many private Vir- 
tuAB, to eo many great public Endowmoits. 
Maria Theresa manifested a masculine Mind, 
Mended wiUi feminine Qualities calculated 
to C(Hioiliate uaiTersal Afifection. Elizabeth, 
howerer illustrious she i^pears when viewed 
in her kingly Capacity, wanted Softness, 
Sincerity, and all the gratler Qualificationa 
that reud»^ Woman an Object of Attach* 
ittctit Henry the Seventh and Henry the 
Eighth were boUt resuBcitated in Her, 
though without the Avarice of_her Grand- 
&ther, or the capricious and cruet Despo- 
tism of her Father. Maria Theresa resem- 
bled Her in this Point of View. As a S(v 
Vereign, she possessed fiir greater Constancy 
and Energy than had been exhibited by her 
Father, the Emperor Charles the Sixth, 
or by hca* Grand&ther, Leopold the First, 
Charles, while resident in Spain during " the 
War of the Succession," displayed no En- 
.dowtnenta «f Character, and was twice dri- 
ven i>ut of Madrid in Consequokce of his 
Ddays or Incapacity. Leopold betrayed a 
Want of every Resource, when in 1683. at 
ihb Approach of the Grand Vizier Cttra 
VOL. I. 2d 
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Moetapha, he fled to Passau, leavnig Us 
CafHtal to be iDvested, and his Dominieiis 
to be raraged, by the Turks. The CaatioOf 
Experience, and Moderation of Maria The> 
resa, increased by religions Scruples, im- 
posed a Restraint on the pernicious Activity 
of her Son and Successor, Joseph the Se- 
cond. His Accession to the DominionB of 
die Honse of Austria, and the Line of Po- 
licy that be embraced, constituted one of &e 
many concurring Circumstances which ev&a- 
tually facilitated the Progress of the Freodi 
Anns in the Netberluids, after the Revo- 
lution. 

Though sinking imderthe accumulated 
Pressure of advancing Age, as well as of Dis- 
ease and Infirmity, Maria Theresa retained 
the Possession of all her Faculties, nearly to 
the last Moments of her Life, Rel^;ion and 
Resignatioii smoothed its Close. Two of the 
Archduchesses, her Daughters, Maria and 
Elizabeth, who remained unmarried, con- 
stantly attended about her Bed ; hut I have 
been assured that they could not prevail on 
their Mother, though they eainestiy entreat- 
ed it, even a short Time preceding her Disso- 
tntion, to bequeath her Blessing to tl^e Arch- 
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^uchesB Amelia, their Sister. That Piia- 
c>ee8, who had been married to Don Ferdi- 
Dand, Duke of Parma, was supposed to 
have committed ^^reat Irregularities of every 
Kind. Only a short Time before Maria The- 
resa breathed her last, having apparently 
fidlen into a Sort of Insensibility, and her 
Eyes being closed ; one of the Ladies near 
her Person, in Reply to an Enquiry made re- 
specting the State of the Empress, an- 
swered that her Migesty seemed to be 
asleep. " No," replied she, " 1 coold sleep> 
" if I wonld indulge Repose ; but I am sen- 
" sible of the near Approach of Death, and I 
" will not allow, myself to be surprized by 
** him in my Sleep. I wish to meet my Dis- 
** solution, awake." There is nothing trans- 
mitted to Ufi by Antiquity, more impressive 
than this Answer, which appears divested of 
alt Ostentation. Voltaire himself, Cynic as 
he was, and always severe upon crowned 
Heads, unless wh«i mollified by the flatter- 
ing Letters or Presents of Catherine the 
Second, must have admired it Even the 
great Frederic, who survived Maria Theresa 
near six Years ; though he encountered the 
gradual Advances of Death vrith Philosophy 
and fortitude, yet betrayed much Reluct- 
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BDce, displayed tome PeevisfaneBs, ttnd per* 
haps manifested a little AflectatioD or Vanity, 
m the Preparations which he made for his 
Departure. We may see the Proofiaof it, in 
his ConT»sations with Zimmermaa. No- 
ther Augustas, nor Vespasian, nor Adrian, 
tfaougti each of dMse Emperors seems to 
hare contemplated Death with a steady 
Countenance, and almost with a smiling 
Look; yet manifested moi* p^ect Sdtf' 
possession in the last Act of Life, than did 
Maria Hieresa. She was as much superior 
in Virtue to her Contemporary, Catherme 
the Second, as she Ml beneath that Prin- 
cess in Brillitttcy of Talents. In the Arts of 
reigning, in Courage, in Beniguty of Deposi- 
tion, and m stAvi Endowments of Under- . 
standing, the Austrian may flispote fbr Hn- 
periority even witb the Rnsaiatt Caarina. 
Posterity will perhaps confer more Admira- 
tioB <m the latter Bn^ress, but, must reserve 
ita mord Approbation and Esteem tor the 
fmncv Sov««ign. 

END OP VOL. I. 
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ANSWER, 

&c. 



After the very severe personal Attack 
made npon the Author of these " Memoirs," 
and upon the Work itself, by the Writeni of 
the " Quarterly Review;" — an Attack in 
vrhich they have been followed, though with 
somewhat diminished Asperity, by the *' Bri- 
" tish Critic ;" — it might appear like con- 
scious Acquiescoice, if I left it wholly with- 
out Reply. Yet, as I am intimately per- 
suaded that no Pau^yric can permanently 
elevate a mean Work, and that no Censures 
can long depress a Book of Merit, I should 
perh:^ have left those Strictures to their 
own intrinsic Weight, if the Editors of the 
" Quarterly Review" had not wantonly made 
Sir John Macpherson, the Object of their 
illiberal and pointed Sarcasms. Independant 
of the high Character, the public Services; 
b2 
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the financial Resoarces, and recognized Dis- '' 

interestedness, Trhich Sir John displayed 
when Governor-General of Bengal; — Facts 
too well establisbed & the Memory of his 
Countrymen, to stand in need of my Testi- 
mony ; — I should have imagined, that if any 
Portions of the present Work could have 
challenged Respect, Sir John's Communicar 
tioDs would have been entitled to it. Can 
they consider the Particulars g^ven relative 
io the Emperor Leopold the Second;' a 
Prince who was known to have honoured Sir 
John Macpherson with faia Confidence -and 
Friendship ; as destitute of Interest? The 
.T^tle of these Facts to BeU^ is irresistible, 
and they develope the secret Policy, Feel- 
ings, as well as Character of that Soverdgn. 
From what Information more authentic, citn 
contemporary History be generally drawn? 
The Anecdote of His present Majesty and 
William, Duke of Cumberlaad, that of Hy- 
der Ally, and many others, derived from tiie 
same Sonrce, which are scattered over the 
two Volumes, speak for themselves. Contu- 
melious Irony, and insnltiog Epithets, should 
be well.weighed before they are applied; and 
when applied vrithout obvious or apparent 
Reason, tiiey lead us to sospectsome cod' 
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cealed Motives ior ^eir Adopti<m. Can any 
such Lave be^n oifered and accepted in the 
Case before us? Th,e World will judge for 
themselves. To have censored me with Se- 
verity, is explicable, perhaps deserved, in all 
Ca^es natitfal, and in the common Orda of 
Things. Bnt, it is more difficult to account 
on ordinary Principles, for the Fact of ho- 
norable Men exerdsing the Function of lite- 
rary Censors, incapable therefore of prosti- 
tuting or selling their Suflrage; heaping 
CQutempbious i^xpressicms on a distinguish- 
ed Jndindnal, merely for having contributed 
some Passages to the Work under their 
Examioation. When one reflects on these 
Circumstances, one is almost led to iibagine 
tha^ the Article in ^estim was made for 
thetn, not ^ them ; and tiiough it is impos- 
nble to fonn even a Copjecture of the Quar- 
ter from whence .such acrimonious Comments 
could origiiute, yet is oae tempted to exclaim 
with P^nlco&bridge in " King John," apply- 
ing flie Words to the literary Fathers of the 
".Quarterly Review," 

" Sir Bobert night bsTc e«t bia Pvt in me. 

Upon Good Friday, and ne'er broke bis Fast.— — : 
— Sir Robert oever bolp to make tbia I^." 
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The Chaises made against myaelC may 
be reduced to three ; namely, my Want of 
AbiUty, and utter Im^titvde for execating 
the Work that I have undertaken ; my Jm- 
morality, and lastly, my Dematioits Jrom 
Truth, sometimes resulting from gross J^no- 
ranf^ sometimes destitute even of that Apo- 
logy. Heavier Imputations can hardly be 
affixed on an Author. Let us see how they 
are sustained: 

The '.' Quarterly Review," after stating 
that 1 have " ^;r€giou8ly mistaken the 
Amount of my Resources and of my Ability," 
compares me for Incapacity and Self-Import^ 
ance, to " P. P. Clerk of this Parish," whose 
" Memoirs" fiimish so mnch ludicrous £d- 
tertainment in the Works of Jfope: while 
the " British Critic" characterizes the Book 
as " mere Gossip, and laogaid ImbecUity." 
It would not become me to appreciate the 
Rank which my own Understanding holds 
in the Scale of Intellect : but, either the Pub- 
lic does not think so meanly of tl^e " Histo- 
rical Memoirs," and their Author, or Uiey 
manifest a most incoirigible Obstinacy «id 
Inattention to the friendly Admonitions re- 
iterated by their literaiy Guides, who ex^ 
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every Endearour to prerent their Readers 
from throwing away " Eighteen ShilUi^ on 
a new Edition in OctaTo, of the Daily Ad- 
Tertizer." Now I can assure these Gentle- 
aiesi, that the first Edition of this imbecile 
Work, consisting of one Tboosand Copies, 
was sold in thirty-three Days, between the 
l4tfaof April, and the 17th of May of th« 
present Year; thongh the Price was, not 
eif^hteen, bnt, nx and twenty Shillings. No 
Efforts of the Press conid bring out a se- 
cond Edition- before the Middle of June: 
but, of that Edition, very nearly as many 
have been already sold. How are we to ac- 
count for this Fact ? — " Audacious Chaises 
" against distingoished Persons," — '* Stories 
restingon no Basis of Trothor Probability,"-<- 
" flippant and offensive Reports," — followed 
by " pompous Gossip, and inflated Trash;" — 
how could Men be found so weak as to 
purchase such a Compilation of Abaordity, 
Pls^rism, and Matter already better giren 
in the AatmuU Regitter, or the Court Calen^ 
dor? I leave the Solution of this pecuniary 
Enigma to Uie Gentlemen Reviewers, who 
will doubtless expose the Jnggle that has 
•ndently beoi practised on the .Understand- 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



j<^ .bid jQto idle SodKtKot. the British 

Kdr 10 it 'merely mj D<|eot;6f iiaftai«l>CW 
;{itHnt{)rt batj Aiy iilter Unaeqiwiiitwice.mtb 
fbe SoliifceB, frovi which ^<nke,«i:^eBtic.Mtt> 
4erial8 for compoAkig. " AlenMlirs oEitajr owa 
" Time" cDdld h&Tb been «baini..that '4^ 
qual^y mey as they asbent^ .for. bd d^H»te.a 
ITdsk. " h is ««ry elms,' eaj^s the ■■^Mo^ 
ttrl^ Revitw, " that Sir NatfaaMd-vraB not 
".at ell.inihe Secret of any-Bor^, and^tiic 
*' iFace of tiie .political -Wxnld was to Jrim 
" like the Town Clock.-^He ssw the Hand 
"move^ and heard the BbU striln; 'but,'ob- 
" served nothing of die G^ngs >tfhich im- 
" pfdied, and knew noihh^bftho'i^vhlKsiples 
"that regulated the Machine." The " Bri- 
"tish Critic" observes. "In Fact Sir. Wm. 
" Wraxall is'not qualified as the AuAor<t)f 
" Historical Manpirs of my own Time. 'Be 
*' has not beoi behind the Oaitaio, and sees 
"the /Wires of the Puppets worked. To 
" write Memoirs, so that^ey may form legi- 
" timate Materials for History, it is neeeaiary 
" for Men to be fd>le to say, ^^Koram Pan 
" mi^fna yut." On reading these Aidmad* 
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^nmfimt 'oat .is tdmost ^onpted to doubt 
wbethar the B^Tievers bad p^^sed the 
WOffk, wWcfe thejr 90 SCTerply qriticize. It 
'f^ not hfi difipHted Uiat I lived in daily 
Attd iotimate Fnendsltip. viih the late Lord 
SaokWHe, then Lotd George G^vsio, who 
eootiooed to ,be ^ecretwy of Stale, dows to 
JanoAry, 178S. Froo) ^m I surely migM 
have known mttch oSUte Seeret of the l^ioe; 
and that I actually did know some Futicnlan 
not Ammportttit, may be seen in the " Me- 
"mons." tibanBelves. From the Pake of 
Bone^ who was iqipcHiited EmbftB^oi; to 
the <kiiirt of Veroaiiles, in December, 1783, 
and whose Confidence, as well as ConKS- 
pondencel. enjoyed during the whole P^od 
ofiiis Embassy, I might have derived similar 
Information. As I. Jived almost i^waye in 
London, and attended the Honse of Com* 
mons n^alarly.; unless I laboured under 
iuunnonntable Stupidly, I pmst have cfii^ht 
some Warmth from the Materials (uod Per- 
sons that 1 ^^oached. 

. Ant, J diffo- on another Point, from the Re- 
viewers. For, I think, thatif I had been "in 
** the Suret of any Party ;" if I had "been 
'* behind the Curtain, and seen the Wires e^ 
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" the Puppeta worked ;" if I had been offi- 
cially aitmsted with Facts or DoeumeDts of 
State, J could not have divu^ed them doF- 
iag the Life of George the Third. My very 
Ability to compose Memoirs of my own 
l^me, would have cooatitttted my Disquali- 
ficatiou. Lord Clarendon, Burnet, Doding^- 
tOD, Horace WaJpole, were all dead, before 
th^ Memoirs or Reminiscences were given 
to the World. I am, in my own Person, an 
bstance and a Proof of the Position that I 
here maintain. During the Years 1774 and 
1775, I had the Hononr to be employed 
most confidentially by the late Qae»i of 
Denmark, Caroline Matilda, who then resid< 
ed in the Hanoverian Dominion8,|at Uie Castle 
of Zell. By that PriD<%aa I was repeatedly 
sent over to His. presoit M^esty, charged 
witii Dispatches of a very interesting Natore, 
with whose Contents I was intimateliy ac- 
quainted. So stnHig a Sense did the King 
oitertain of my Services roidered to Ms Sis- 
tw, that he was gracioasly pleased, through 
the Medium of Lord North himself, tbea 
First Minist^, to send me a Preset of a 
Thousand Guineas, accompanied with As- 
surances <rf Employment. I^ord North de- 
livered the Message to me at Bushy Park, 
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1o wbidi Place he hononred me witb an In- 
TJtatioQ for the expresB Purpose. That No- 
bleman knew from His Majesty'a own Lip^ 
the Nature of the NegotiatioD with which I 
had been eutrnsted b^ the Qaeen Matilda; 
Breiy Fact here enumerated, can be an- 
thenticated by Persons who are still living, 
some of whom are of very high Rank. But, 
though above forty Years have elapsed since 
the Decease of that amiable and unfortanate 
Princess, I have never alluded in any of my 
PnbJicatioQs, to the Ne^tiation in which I 
-was consulted and employed by Her Ma- 
jesty. Yet, if disclosed, it would excite 
great Interest ;-^for, it resembled in many 
Particulars, a Story of Romance ; and ac- 
cording to the Principle laid down by the 
Reviewers, it wonld " form tc^timate Ma- 
" terials for History." But, those worthy 
Cientlem^i and I see Objects through oppo- 
site Ends of tiie Telescope. 

{ come next to the Charge of Immtn^ity 
and Indecency, respecting which the " Bri- 
" tiib Critic," after severely arra^nii^ the 
Work on this Ground, says, " To the other 
'' Sex, and the Youth of our own, it is a 
'* sealed Book, on acconnt of its gross lode- 
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" xepfMe." it 18 to be regretted that th^ Re- 
.TJevers flbould not have glanced at the Pa^ 
«a^ to irhich Allasioa is thus made. Such 
goiaal and Bleeping Censures^ without spe- 
cifyii^ apy partieular Stories or Farts, must 
Jw conqidered .as very un&ir. On what 
Foundation are they prefiared ? Is it on the 
Anecdote related of Marshal Saxe and Ma- 
dem*^ de Ch^j^tilly ?— But, it will not b^ 
contended that in relating the Manbal's 
Conduct, I have spared the stroi^est Epi- 
thets «f Abhorr^ice and Intjignatiop, which 
are so justly excited, by his depraved Treat- 
{nent of an unprotected Female. If it is 
meant to. insinuate that I convey improper 
Information to the other Sex, then, the Works 
of Sbakftpeare, Otway, and Congrere, must 
be interdicted ; and still more, the Produce 
tiAns of Pope, of Swift, and of Prior. Nay, 
ev»y Newspaper must be carefully ranoved: 
— for, they disclose far more, tban can be 
found in my two Volumes. But, there re- 
mains still a minor Imputation, which the 
" Quarterly Review" qualifies with Uie Terms 
" of filthy and indecent Garbage.^ Probably 
They have in View, the Series of Facts qajen- 
tioned aRer the Account given of Ferdinand 
the FoniUi, King of Naples, which are il- 
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lufitraliTe of Ne^wlitan and of French Main 
BtTB. Biit, are these fastidious Critics aware^ 
or are they ignorant, th^ to De Thon, Snlly, 
Davila, and D'Aubign6, similar ** Garbage" 
is fimnd? Are not Smollett, GibboOv aud 
Ha^kesworth, fill of such Details? Sir Jiohn 
Dalrymple, by express Permission, nay, 
under the Sanction of His pAresent Majesty, 
has published Letters fsa Toote exc^tionaible 
in Point of Delicacy, (as for Isstance, tlie 
memorable Lett^ of Charies the Second; td 
his Sister, Henrietta, Duchess ^f OrieanE^ 
dated <' Whithall, ftfth Feb% ffiW^" itda^ 
tire to which, Dalryinple fajmself says, that 
" it could hardly have been expected fron a 
"royal Hand,")'tli«> any Tfakiftobt m«t 
«ith in my " Memoivs." 

It ranoins to meet and to repel tiie Atteck 
made on my Veracity: which Impotatuw, 
the " Quarterly Review" endeavours to sus- 
tain by selectii^ out of the two Vdnmes, 
about fourteen prominent Instanoea of Brrar, 
or as he denominates them, Ffdaity. ,T^mlk 
my Work is not ezonpt frcKB maay Mistalus^ 
I readily admit: bnt^ the Re«fewcn, While 
censuring me, should have bees carefol not 
to &U into the very FredicmDoit Which they 
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repnhatt. Great Trinmph is assumed, bcv 
cause I have named the Duke of Dorset, as 
baviug informed ine of the Circumstance 
attending Lord Canid«i's being invested with 
the Order of the Garter. No doubt I erred 
in thinking that 1 received the Account from 
the Duke. Bat, even the Revievrers dare not 
assert that the Anecdote itself is &lse. They 
" never read," they say, " a more impertineiU 
** Story." Impatinent Stories may however 
be true Stories. In fiict, though the Duke of 
Dorset could not have related it to me, there 
are ten Persons now living, who know, and 
ar^ ready to depose to its IVnth. How, in- 
deed, could I invent it? I did not even know 
that Lord Camden's Christian Names were 
Jokt^ Jeffereys, except in Consequoice of 
the King's Remark. Here then, though 
I vras partially mistaken, I was radicaUy 
accurate. 

In another Assertion, namely that I met 
Mr. Pitt in Company with Mr. Rose, on his 
way to Paris, at Antwerp, in August, 1783, 
I have likewise erred. On appealing, as I 
did, to Mr. Rose himself a few Weeks ago, 
for Uie Truth of the Fact, he wrote me, " I 
" was at Antwerp, in, or about the Mtrnth 
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" of August, 1783, vith Lord Thtirlow, oa 
" a Tour through a Part of the ContiHeut 
" Mr. Pitt teas not with, me ; hut I met himi 
" I think, in October, at Paris, where he 
" w^t after a short Stay at Rheims." — It 
iq)pears therefore that in this Matter likewise 
i fell into a partial Mistake. In all the other 
Initances brought to prove my Deviation 
from Pact, the Reviewers are either mistaken, 
or ignorant, or they substitute their own 
Narration as more worthy of Credit than 
mine, tiiongh without adducing any Proof. 
But, what shall we say to Men, who are so 
utterly unacquainted with the very Matters 
<Mi which they presume to decide and to ac- 
cuse as to assert that " Rnbinaon's counter- 
" signing, as Secretary qfthe Treaamry, on the 
" Refiisal of Lord Weymouth, the Secretary 
" qf State, an Order for the Attack on Pon- 
" dichory, in 1778, is a peifect ImpossAi- 

Mr. Robinson, writing to Sir John Mac- 
pherson, from " Wyke House, Isleworth, 
** 23d May, 1800," in a Letter, which has 
berai long since printed, expressly says, " My 
" Correspondence vrith the Nabob (of Arcot,) 
" shall be pibduced, if desired, which it MI 
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"to my lot (tktmgh nottoitkin mff P rott im e,) 
**lo carry QUI u also^ in Gonoert wdtti the 
** GbainnBK and Dcfmty Cbuiman, «r a 
" i^MMa/ Cmimi«(««, to mite out Onltr* to 
" the Governor and Counoil ^ ftCftdnM^ for 
** dM Ci4»tu« of Pondichory, vhidi «at 
^ «^et»d «o expeditiowtly, wiem Mi* Ma^ 
'^jettift Secntmy </ State womid nof aign 
" Mteh Orier$r 1 lewe 4^8 Letter to be 
dented, «r ooatiwlicted, by 4he Rcwwers.-* 

Witb qudUar 3oldneqB» l»a^ wi4 as^l $W>- 
cess, they pKwoiwce •» Mr. Smae^s fm- 
■emiagito Kis^ Qoorge >the ^wtmi, n^Mn 
Uader Secretary of St>»to, » Paper fee ffia 
Maj«irty*s3ss»tiue:— *'.a 0»*yi" aay |toy» 
" vhich ,w»«r iy <imr -GiMM. ,oojMd have 
'Vdevolvedon.ftfar. Fva8er,.Qrai|r other J^ 
"•aoa 01 bwcSitu^ion." Vhati. JVefciniGase 
of the Secretary of Stete'n lUness, ocDecea* 
fl^ry AbBeoce, or Dismission, or under plea- 
sing Circumstances, in Order to expedite 
the Dispatch of pubUcPHsioeas? Do these 
OcirtleiiieiL Reviewers Imow .or reeolWot, 
that on ithe lath of Peconb^, 1793, .this 

1815. It itill KBiaim in their PoMcitioa. 
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aaine' M.T. Fraser, and Mr. Nepean, (oow Sir 
Evan,) as Under Secretaries of State, by 
CommaDd of His present Majesty, brought 
and delivered up into the ECing's Hand, not 
merely Papers^ but, the Seals of Lord 
North's and Mr. Fox's Departments, on 
their Diunission from Office? It is evident 
that the Editors of the '* Quarterly Review," 
have estfaer got out of their Depth, or have 
hookwinked their own Judgment, and mo- 
dulated their own Opinions, in SubmissioD 
to others. 

After garbUng, not citing, the Account 
that I have giv«i of the late Lord Liver- 
pool ; and omitting, for Reasons which will 
be obvious to every Reader, some of the 
most discriminating Circumstances of that 
Noblanan's ordinary Demeanour described 
by me; the " Quarterly Review" says, *' In 
" this Character of Lord Liverpool, though 
** it may be in the main, tderably correct^ 
" there are some Errors, which prove thai 
^' Sir Nathaniel had no personal Acquaint- 
'* anee with the Person whose Porbiiit he; 
" draws. For Instance, nothing can be less 
" accurate than the Statement, that His Lord- 
" ship's Education was narrow, and that%e 
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.'* was more read in Men, than in Bo^ks." I 
net only was known to Mr. Jenkinson with 
great Familiarity, from 1781 down to 178a, 
when he went up to the House of Peers; 
but I was in coustaot Habits of meeting aad 
conversing with him. I hare dined at his 
Country Seat, Addiscombe Place, near 
Croydon, in 1784; as, probably, the Dowa- 
ger Countess of Liverpool, and the presait 
Duchess of Dorset, who were both there, 
may remember. Even down to a rau'<^ later 
Period of his Life, he continued to boDoor 
me with his Regard ; and as late as 1797, 
he presented me, himself, in the Quden's 
Drawii^ Room at St James's, to the Princess 
of Orange. So much for niy " personal' Ao- 
'* quaintance" with the Earl of Liverpool. 
As to his " University Education," and his 
having " continued all his Life, what is call- 
" ed a bookish Man," which the Reviewers 
assert; I can only r^>eat, that thoiigfa he 
might be '* a classic Scholar," and migfht 
" have possessed a great Variety of reading," 
yet his whole Life, his Speeches in ParKa- 
ment, and his Elevation, sufficiently prove, 
that " he had read M^ more than Books." 

If I do not descend to aaswOT and iwArttf 
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ttie othet Instances adduced of pretended 
Error or Falsebood, it is becaase the Ex- 
amples cited, are either in themselves of little 
Moment, or must rest on the Degree of Cre- 
dibility due to the Reviewers, as opposed to 
my own Testimony. Let the Public decide 
between us. It is not of very material Con- 
sequence, whether " the Royal George" 
went down in the midst of Portsmouth Har- 
bour, or at Spithead. Nor is it very impor- 
tant, whether Lord fiute sold his House in 
Berkeley Square to Lord Shelburne, before 
he inhabited it, or i^lerwards. The " Royal . 
" Geoi^e" perished in an Instant, by the 
Effect of fatil Negligence ; and the Earl of 
Bute constructed the magnificent Mansion 
which was purchased by Lord Shelburne. 
These constitute the leading Facts in both 
Cases. There are other Passages, where the 
Reviewers have, either wilfully or uninten- 
tionally, misstated and .misinterpreted my 
Meaning. I have never asserted, as they 
affect to suppose and to assume, that " the 
^* Ciihinet of 1801, considered Peace witli 
'* France as impolitic, unsafe, and unwise :" 
but, that His Majesty was known so to re-- 
gard it ; and therefore that '' Lord Hawks- 
" bury affixed his Signature ib the' Articles, 
c2 
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" no( only without the King's Consent or 
" Approbation, bat, without his Knowledge." 
The l)i6ereDce between- the two Statements 
is obvious. 

The " Quarterly Review" arraig;D8 se- 
verely the Details into which I have entered, 
when discussing the Characters or public 
Merits of eminent Men. " He seems to 
" consider it necessary," say they, " to vnite 
" a professed Review of the Manners, Mo- 
" rals. Talents, and Res geatte of each. Id 
" this Way, Lord North and Lord Sackville 
' " are spread over forty Pages ; and Pitt and 
" Fox have, each, near thirty to their re^ 
" spective Shares." On reading this Charge^ 
one is tempted almost to doubt whether it 
can be serious. Do not Memoirs necessarily 
inclnde Ili(^raphy in their Range? What 
constitutes the peculiar Charm of Plutarchf 
except .this very Circumstance, that he en- 
ters minutely into the domestic and private 
Life, as well as into the official Acts, of his 
Heroes? £ven Suetonius, a Writer of very 
inferior Merit in many Points of View, yet 
awakens Attention by the Anecdotes that 
he recounts of the Caesars, because he con- 
ducts u8 into their Apartments, ai^d renders. 
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us femiliar with them. De Thou and D*Au- 
bign6 descend to sitnilar Details. Evai 
Grammont, St. Simon, and Horace Walpole, 
interest us oi^^tiie same Principle^ If Fox 
and Pitt, if Lord Northland Lord Sackville, 
if Burke and Dunning, do not cballeoge 
minute Investigation, -who can deserve it? 
Lord Clarendon and Burnet are liable to die 
same Accusation, vrhich constitutes indeed 
thdr greatest Claim to be read by Posterity. 
. It will not, I hope, be said that I am com-' 
paring myself to these distinguished Writers, 
because, like 2'rinculo in " the Tempest," I 
attempt to " creep under their Gabardine," 
in Order to avoid the Storm. J only en- 
deavor to justify my Attempt, by setting up 
dieir Precedent 

The " British Critic" is indeed at Vari- 
«nce on this Point, with the " Quarterly 
" Review ;" — for, the former of these Publica- 
tions, when speaking of " the Characters of 
" the principal political Leaders of the Day," 
adds, '*' these we esteem by far the best ' 
" Part of his Work." They retract, it ia 
trae, their Approbation in the next Sentence, 
by subjoining that the Characters " are 
"written in a loose, prolix, Kordy Style." 
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But, cm we an^x pny V^d^^ (^ the Prai^ 
or any Inpor^nce tottjiQ QJ^e <jf Me% 
who arrogating t<» deqide on literary ftjlerit, 
are not eveu exepapt from. £rrprs of Ortho- 
graphy? Of Men wljo wrift Fo/iEom, for 
Yalois; Ziuzinslsa, for JLec^ska, .^oj^grtds 
fpf Ualagnda, Haydwe for Heydiic, Vintri- 
miUe for Yintimille; an^d many ol^efB? 1 
fprbear to make a^y Coipment oa the IVEan- 
ner in which both t;bese Bjeviews hav^ men- 
tioned the ProseCuljoD commenced a^p^t 
me by Count Woronzow, for haying iuajd- 
vertently oieDtioned his Name ip a Way 
hurtful to bis Feelii^; — a Circvmstanpe 
which cquld not have arisen from aay Inten- 
tion to injure or offend, which I r^^t, auf^ 
for which, as soon as I was apprized of it, 
I made )iim every becoming Apology. If 
Decencj and Liberality of A^od di^ tfot 
restrain the Pens of these Critics, or mp^^. 
rate theif- virtuous Indignation, pth^ Con^iT. 
deraticms might and oiig|)t to have iinposp^t 
Limits on them. Ar^-they aware, tl^at I^y. 
a^pinptipg through the M ediqm pf thePres^. 
to influence the public ft^ind, and to anticiT 
pate tiie supposed Judgment, of a Court, of, 
criminal Law, on a Matter pend^^, an^, 
not yet come to bearing; tbe^ are gu^ty of 
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8 Alt, mtMV beinoas Oflfence, than the one 
vliieir it is felsdy affected to attribute tome? 
Pot, the Purity and Majesty of English 
Jnrii^pnidence, discoantemmces, reprobates, 
and punishes, every Appeal to the Passions 
of the Maltitude, as subversive of the first 
Prineipies of Equity and Justice. 

Having now so far finished my Defence at 
the Bar of literary Criticism, 1 will candidly 
confess the inherent, indelible, and inexpi- 
able Faults, which pervade every Page of 
the " Historical Memoirs," and of which I 
own myself culpable: nay, from which I 
principally claim for the Work, any Title to 
be read either by the present, or by the fu- 
ture Age. Iliey are, 

Ita Freedom, Inpartiality, Mid Tmth. 

I am well aware that these Qualities never' 
y«t did' recommend, and never will recom- 
mcnd, to the Favor of Princes, Ministers, or 
of the Great. They deprecate all Dfsclo- 
sores; hardly approving even Pan^^c, un- ~ 
less restrained within cautious, bumble, and 
guarded Limits. Party, and Party only, 
oan in this -Country, support tiie Man who 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



Ventures to spurn these prudent Boundaries* 
But I have not secured that Protection, 
lliough nine Years have scarcely elapsed 
since Pitt and Fox. both, paid the Debt to 
Nature; though the first Offices of the State, 
and the Benched in either' Hotise of Parlia- , 
ment, are still filled with their respective 
Enemies, Relatives, and Adherents ; I have, 
(most imprudently 1 own,) 6poken of them, 
as I irould do of the Ministers of Quera 
Anqe; of I^rd Godolphin, and Lord Bo- 
lingbroke. So hare I done of George the 
Third, as if I were writing of William the 
Third, or of Elizabeth. All t)ie affectionate 
Veneration necessarily inspired by his Vii^ 
tues, all the Admiration excited by the Rec- 
titude of his Intentions, has not induced me 
to attempt to conceal or to deny, that almost 
from the Period of his Aiccession, down to 
the Termination of the American War, His 
present Majesty did not eigoy Popularity., 
He might have merited it, but he did npt 
possess it. Where then, 1 vould asfc, can 
this Work find Protector?, except jn those 
who resp^t Truth aa the only Quality that 
can raider History valuable ? I well know 
that 1 have natber cpnciliated the Followers 
\f Pitt, of Fox, pr of Lord North. Qf 
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Course, in the Spirit of Party, I can hope 
for DO Asylum. I look beyond the present 
Generation for my Reward, namely, pnblic 
Approval. That Hope, whether falladous 
or not, baa hitherto sustained me under lite- 
rary and legal Attacks. It will animate me 
in the future Progress of these Memoirs ; 
which, whatever may be their Errors or De- 
fects, and whatever Treatment their Author 
may experience from the Age in which he 
lives, will, he confidently trusts, be favorably 
received by Posterity. 

N. Will" Wraxall. 

CherUan, near Chdtenham, 
aadAvpat, 1813. 
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I HAD scarcely fiaished my Answer 
to the " Quarterly Heview" aod " QrUish 
Critic," when I find myself attacked by, a 
still more formidable, because a more volu^ 
minous, and if posable, a more acrimcmiooft 
Antasonist, m the Pages of the " Edinburgh- 
" Review." Though, as conuog after the 
two former, he can only gleao the Fitild' 
which they have reaped, and has OoLy re- 
peated the same Charges or Accusations 
which they had' already preferred ; jet bav- 
ing thought it necessary to bestow on my 
Work, in Order, as he says, " to expose jts 
" Worthltesness," near two and forty Pages 
of his loyal and high principled Reriew, he 
claims from me a separate and appropriate 
Reply. He begins by aoimadrerting on 
my Account of Catherine the Second. His 
Words are, speaking of the second Edition, 
" The Deaths of the Emperor Peter, of 
" Prince Ivan, of the supposed Princess Tar- 
" rakai^off, of the Grand Duchess the first 
" Wife of Paul, and indeed, that of the Prin- 
" cess of Wirtemberg, are still laid to the 
" Charge of the Empress. Such a Series of 
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" Murders; iDcludiog that of a Haeband, of 
" a Boy, and of three young Women, one 
" of whom waa a Daughter in Law, has 
" not been charged on any Individual, at 
" least in the modem History of Europe." 

Now, in Order to expose the Injustice 
and Faltiity of the two first of these Accusa- 
tions, namely, that of Peter the Third and of 
Itsu, (which latter Prince, thoogh he was 
bom in 1740, and killed by his Guards in 
1764, the " Edinburgh Review" no doubt 
from Ignorance, denominates a Boy,) I have 
only to cite my own Account. No Man 
disputes that Catherine ascended or assumed 
the Russian Throne, by the Deposition of. 
her Husband, which was followed, a few 
Days afterwards, by his Death. I have 
said, when mentioning him and Ivan, " Sir 
" Thomas AVrougbton always spoke to me 
" of Catherine's Participation or Acquies- 
" cence in the Death of Peter the Third, 
" a& involuntary, reluctant, and the Result qf 
" on insurmountabie Necessity. He even con- 
" sidered her Knowledge of the Destruction 
" of the unfortunate Emperor Ivan, who was 
" stabbed by his own Guards at Scblussel- 
" bourg in 17164, with a View tQ pvevtnt hi^ 
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" being liberated by Mirovitscb, as exceed- 
*' i**g^y problematical." Thie is almost the 
only Mention that I have made either of one, 
OT of the other of those Princes, throughout 
the whole Work; except that I elsewhere 
say, " Peter the Third disappeared in 1702, 
" as the unfortunate Emperor Ivan did io 
** 1784." What Reply can these worthy 
Scotch Reviewers set up, after such an 
Exposal of their calumnious Misrepresenta- 
tion? Their Zeal to rescue Catherine's Me- 
mory from Imputation, even at the Expence 
of Truth, would indeed be ludicrous, if it 
did not excite indignation. One would 
almost imagine that it was " the great ?4a- 
" poleon," or the virtuous Caniot, in whose 
Defence they had drawn their Pen. While 
I am speaking on this Subject, I will further 
add, that all the Information which I ever 
received at Petersbui^ in J774, when Ivan 
had been dead only ten Years, and Peter the 
Third, scarcely twelve ; went to confirm Sir 
Thomas Wroughton's Opinion, of Catherine's 
Repugnance to sanction or permit any Vio- 
lence being used towards the dowsed Em- 
peror, her Husband. She loug refused, even 
vith Tears, to authorize Measures of Rigour, 
and he fell a Victim to revolutioiury nalitary 
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Necessity, SQStained by the Fears of the Con- 
spirators who bad placed Catherine on the 
Throoe. She was only a passive Ageot in the 
BosinesB. Nor is it in any Maimer proved 
that she was acquainted with MiroTitach's At- 
tempt to liberate Ivan. The Empress rec^ved 
the latelligence of that tragical Event, while 
iu public Company at Riga; and Opinions 
were greatly divided on the Subject, at the 
Time. But, whether she was guilty or inn<K 
crat, / have no where given even an Opinioo, 
throughout this whole Work. Yet, these 
constitute two out of the " Series of Murders," 
which " the Edinbni^h Review" says, I have 
" laid to the Chai^ of the Empress." 

Relative to the Death of the supposed 
Princess Tarrakanoff, it is not necessary for 
me to make any Defence, having only alluded 
briefly to Castera's Account of that Event* 
published in 1797 ; and having given at some 
Length, Sir John Dick's Explanation of his 
Share in the Transaction ; leaving the Judg- 
ment to be formed respecting it, to the 
Reader. Far from a^;ravating Catherine's 
Culpability in the Fart which She acted to- 
wards the Female in Question, I have rather 
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- -defended Uct Condtict. My Words are, " It 
*' is even very diMciilt altogether to eoodebin 
" tiie Empress Catheriue, for eadeavouriog 
*' to get Posseaaion of het Person." And 
I hare stated my Reason for so thinkiDg, 
namely, that Impostors were nearly as dan- 
gerous to a Czarina ptabed on the Throne of 
MnscoTy bj a Rerolution, as a rightful tre- 
tendet* to the Crown. " These Considera- 
" tions,** I have added, " taust, at least in a 
" political Point of View, justify Catherine 
*' for takmg Measures to prevent the Lady 
" in Question, from being made an Instru- 
*' ment in the Hands of nodictive or am- 
" bitions Inditidaals, to accomplish their 
" Projects of Vengeance against herself." 
t hav6 Aeither assorted nor denied, that the 
piretehded Princess Tarrakanoffwds drowned 
by tihe Waters of )Ae Neva entering her Pri- 
son. Castera says tbat she did so perish. 
Sit John £iick admits tbat she died in Pri- 
son : btit he asserts, her End was produced 
by Oiagrin. tet the Reader judge between 
the t#o Accounts. And now I wonid calmly 
asfc tbe " £dinl>u)^ Reviewers," how they 
cata so disgrace their ofru Characters and 
ProfessiOb, as' to lend themselves to such 
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Attftdts as Ihesi F Their own Feelings, and 
the public Condemnation, will amply avenge 
me, by exposing them to general Censure. 

I cooie to the fourth Charge against me, 
that of the Death of the Grand Duchess, 
first Wife of Paul :— a Chaige drawn up with 
elaborate Malevolence, and supported with 
no ordinary Degree of historical and critical 
Ability. " No Murder recorded in civilized 
" History," say the Edinburgh Reviewers, 
" approaches this. Paol is involved in it, as 
" much as his Mother : for it varies the Atro- 
" city very slightly, whether he acted from 
" Snbservjency to the Empress, from Adop- 
" tion of her flagitious Policy, or from Re- 
" sentnt^it at the supposed Gallantries of 
" his Wife."~They add, " To pnWisb such 
" Stories lightly, is no sihall Offence." — Who, 
on perusing these Passages, wonid not be 
led to imagine, that I had now for the first 
Time revealed ito the Worid, this Story ; or 
at least first pnblii^ed it through the Me- 
diutn of the Pres?? But, unfortunately for 
the Reviewers, as^they themselves are obliged 
to admit, the vrhole Narration has been givea 
in Print, eighteen Years ago, in French ; a 
Language mtich more universally read thaa 



n,g -ccT'GoOgIc 



EogUah; printed at Paria, in 1797, iifimedi* 
fttely after the Empress Catfamne's Decease, 
and circulated all over Europe. Paul had 
then newly ascended the Russian Throne, 
and scarcely twenty-one Years had dapsed 
since his first Wife's Death. Neither be, 
nor his Ministers, could be ignorant of the 
Existence of the Work in Qnesticai; and the 
Lapse of Time was not sufficiently great, to 
have carried off all tfa^ Individuals who. 
might have elucidated the Nature of the 
Grand Duchess's End. Even Lmeaque, who 
mentions the Event, tiiough more doubt- 
jhlly, and in a Manner that leaves his own 
Opinion of it uncertain, published his Work 
in 1800. Yet Paul never attempted to an- 
swer these calumnious Misrepresentations, 
though he reigned down to 1801. It bas' 
been truly said that *^ an ii^udicious Friend 
" is the worst of Enemies." The Edinbui^ 
Reviewers stand in this Predicament For, 
they must either be compelled to admit that ' 
Paul, knowing himself and the Empress his 
Mother to be innocent, yet calmly acqui- 
esced in the Accusation; not participatiiig 
the Anxiety manifested by his preset Ad- 
vocates, and utterly regardless of his Repu- 
tation ; or they must be reduced to snppoae 
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tfaat he had R«a«ODS for not stirriqg the 
BusioeM of his first Consort's Death. I 
leave them to choose between the two Alter- 
aatirec. Tbey cannot pretend to believe that 
Paul, ewa Hiou^ be had heen actually im- 
plicated in the Grand Duchess's End, could 
have wanted venal and prostitute Pens to 
have undertakea his Deface. The historic, 
as well as tfte poetic Muse, frequently in- 
deed encceeds best in Fiction. The Appiir 
cation of these R^narkti will be easily made 
by Ae Edinburgh Reviewrers. 

Let us now advert to my own Account of 
(he Event u»der Discussion. It is givfui OA 
the TestioBony cpf two Princes of Hesse Phi- 
l^steM wbo were at Vienna in 17T<Q, and 
se«Qed to derive some Pn^ability or Coodr- 
nation, ircHn the Civenmstance of the Person 
njMoed as the Gtrand Duchess's Lover, lieing 
(hen vesideiit in the Anetiian Capital. But 
I ttaxe oontented myself with relating the 
Stoiy, «itboat asserting that I believed the 
EnpKss or Pavl to have ciwimkted ttx Act 
sttr^ted to tkera. it is true «bat 1 Imve 
added, "^ When we contetnplate the History 
*' of the imperial Family «f Kossia, from the 
*( Ile%D of Peter the Ftfst ind«sine,down to 

VOL. I. d 
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" the present Time, we shall find nothing in 
" the Story above related, either improbable 
" in itself, or inQonsistent with the Measures 
" to which the Sovereigns of that Empire 
" have continaally had Recourse, under simi- 
" lar Circnmstances, in Tarioos [ostances." 
Do not the Reviewers know that the Wife 
of the Czarowitz Alexis, only Son of Peter 
the Great, perished or disappeared in 1715^ 
precisely like Wilhelmina, Princess of Hesse 
Darmstadt, m Childbed; — an Event which 
was produced by the ferocious Treatm^it 
of her Husband ? She was in the Flower 
of Youth, beautiful, virtueus, and at least 
as much an Object of Compassion, as the 
first Wife of Paul. Did not Alexis himself 
disappear in 1719, under Circumstances 
which have uo Parallel in modem History, 
except Philip the Second's Execntion ot 
Don Carlos P Contemplate the arbitrary 
Acts of barbarous Power, exercised undor 
Elizabeth, Catherine's Predecessor; when 
Women of Quality, stript, vrere exposed to 
the Lash of the Executioner, and expired 
under the Pnnishment of ^e Knout, on a pub* 
lio Scaffold. They excite Hoiror, and may 
justify OS in supposing that Events, which 
never could be credited, if the Scene lay 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



at Stockholm, at Berlin, or at Madrid, might 
possibly have been true at Petersburgb. If, 
nevertheless, I were called on to state my own 
Opinion reepectiog the Death of the Grand 
Duchess in Question, I owe it to my Love 
of Truth to say, that I believe it resulted 
from natural Causes, and was not accelerated 
by any Violence. But, as no Measures were 
ever adopted either by Catherine or by Paul, 
to disprove the Reports circulated under the 
former, and printed under the latter Sove- 
reign, accusing them of having accelerated 
her End, the Sjibject must remain Matter of 
historical Doubt and Discussion. 

It is a Duty incumbent on the " Edin* 
" burgh Reviewers," not merely as calling 
themselves impartial and honorable literary 
■Cataors, but, from R^;ard to their moral 
Character as Men; to explain on what 
Ground they have thought proper to accuse 
me of laying to Catherine's Chat^e, the last 
of this " Series of Murders." I mean, that 
of the Princess of Wirtembeig. They must 
dther have done it from a systematic Sacri- 
fice of Truth, to other Motives best known 
to themselves; or they never can have read 
the Remarks made by me on the Evokt in 
d2 
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Question: — for, tny OpinioB and Observe 
tions are altogctlier fovorable to '&ke Empress, 
and tend -to acquit ber of any Participation 
in that Priocess's Deal^, even en tbe Supposi- 
tion that it was not natoral :— a SupposUion 
which I by no AfeauB sanction. That the il- 
Instrions and unfortwtate Lady was confined 
in the Iot«ior of Mvscovy, for some asserted 
fiiTOTS of CondncA ; that afae there expired 
at the E^d of about -eighteen Months ; tbat 
ber Sody was reftt»ed to be delivered up to 
h» Parents ; «hat no Prechs verM, or an- 
l^enticated A«co«Dt of her Disorder and 
Decease, was ever pafalished by the Goort 
of Petersburgh, or of Stutgard; that inju- 
lioas Reports respecting her £nd were cir- 
culated thioagbAut Europe, «fnd obiElined 

Gonsiderab^ Belief «V6n in dtis Country; 

on all these IV)iiit8, Aere is no Difference of 
Opinion, They are UGSvers^ly admitted. 
Now, what hove I said ^-^Aft« stating 1!he 
Saspieions entertaiMd of Poison, or other 
Means having been resorted to, I add, ^' It 
** is uatural to ask, Wbydid Oathenne cause 
*' itbe Frinocas to be impriaoned or poisoned? 
" Her iGallantries, however culpable or no- 
" torions they va^;bt be, yA constitsted no 
" Cmae against the £iapi«ss ef Russia ; 
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" who exhibited ui ber own Coadiact, an 
" £xample of Emancipation from all Re- 
*' straint and Decorum on the Article of 
•* Female Irr^ulantiee of Deportment." — :— 
*' In tbe C^se of the two Empefora, Peter the 
" tiiird and Ivan ; as well as in the Instance^ 
" of the pretended Princess Tarrakanofi^ and 
" of tbe first Grand Ducbess of Russia; tbe 
*' Motives for her Commission of a Crimea 
** b]i d^uiTini; thf m of Life, are obvious. 
** StU, nane suck afpear ta tke histamee b^ore 

*' us." What Answer can the Reviewers 

make to this Cbai^ of wilful Misrepresenta- 
tion and &]se Accusation, . which I bring 
against them? 

Hayiug thus vipdic^ted myself, as I trust, 
satia^tonly, irom the five Impntatiops of 
tbe Ediuburgh RevievFers. respecting the 
Empress of Russia, and retorted on th^i^ 
Sfllves the calumpioua Acciisatioqs witfi 
which tbey have loaded a;ie ; I will only add 
that i perfectiy aci)uiesoe in |(he Conclusion 
to which they come at l»st. Tbey say, 
'* Tbe Probability seeips to be, that this 
*' Princess, at the Desire of her Husbapdi 
" for real or supposed Indiscretions, was r^ 
" t^;ated to a Provincial Prison, in a Coun- 
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" try where the secret Death of an illustrioos 
** Prisoner, though really natural, might be 
" plausibly imputed to Assassination." That 
the present King of Wirtembeig proved to 
George the Third, by Documents and Pa- 
pers the most authentic, that he had not 
any Knowledge of, or Participation in, his 
first Wife's Death, is incontestable. His Ma- 
jesty, as I have stated, " after a full Inspec- 
" tion of them, became perfectly convinced 
" of his having had no Part in that dark and 
" melancholy Transaction." This Fact I 
have given on the Authority of a Gentleman 
who well knew, and had seen, those ProofiL 
He is the same Individual, whom the £diii- 
bui^h Reviewers contemptuously call my 
" Informer," and of whose interesting Recital 
they speak, as " a long and very duU Story." 
These Reviewers are inconsciously treading 
cin very delicate Ground, and should be re- 
minded of Hamlet's Advice to the Players, 
" not to say more than is set down for 
" them.''^ " His Majesty's Reluctance and 
" Hesitation" to conclude the Union of the 
Prince of Wirtembeig with his eldest Daugh- 
ter, to which I allude; probably arose only 
from parental Attachment And, without 
having Recourse to any Supposition of Via- 
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tence, we may easily conceive that the D«* 
cesKe of the first Princess might have been 
<»used by her own Situation, shnt up in a 
Muscovite Castle, deprived of her German 
Attendants, male and f<»nale, a Prey to 
Solitude and Chagrin. Such Circumstances 
are usually of themselves sufficient to abbre- 
'Rate ^e Term of human Life. 

I shall now endeavor with Calmne8s,—for, 
Tmdi is a powerful Buckler; — ^to repel some 
of die minor Calumnies or Distortions of 
Fact, in which the Reviewers indulge them- 
selves. Joseph, Kiog of Portugal, they re- 
present me to have described, " as a drunken 
** old Moor." My Words are these. " Id 
** his Cheeks he bad a high scorbutic Hu- 
" mor, attributed commonly to Excesses of 
*' Wine ; though it might partly arise from 
*' violent Exercise constantly taken under a 
*' buroing Sun. His Face, indeed, was 
" nearly as dusky as that of a Moor." With 
mmilar Regard to Veracity, these Gentlemen 
«ay, " Sir Nathaniel's Hero, among the So- 
" vereigns of the eighteenth Century, is 
" Louis the Fifteenth :" — an Assertion con- 
tradicted by the Memoirs imder our Review. 
I haVe, indeed, spoken of a Portion of 
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li<tois'£( ReigD, frith the warmest Approba* 
tton. Sq t shduid h»ve dokei when writing 
of the " Qtettt^ttettnunM Neronia," the first 
five Years of ^ero, if 1 bad composed the 
History of that execrable Monster's LiSe. 
But, I have depictured Louis the Fifteenth 
dsrii^ the concluding Years of his Govero- 
meiit, as a Man sunk in every degtading 
Gratification or Pursuit. After stating that 
" Louis, during his last Years, excites Pis- 
" gnst, unqualified by any Sentiment of Pi^, 
" or of Re8pisct;" I add, " His Death, whioh 
" took Plaoe under these Oircomstances, 
" was bailed by tiie French, as the .£ra of 
" their Liberation from a Yoke equally dis- 
" gracefuland severe." Renewers, who thus 
unblushingly trample on Truth, mnst aek 
little Value on Character^ or must ho^if/ie 
Understandings of Mankind iu ffeaX, ^$m -.. 
tempt I bav^ elsewhere said, vthen men- 
tioning Louis the Fifteffiitb, " Unqnestion- 
" aUy, the four last Years of his R«agD, 
" were passed in a Manner worthy of Sarda^ 
" napalus; oblivious of his public Dudes, 
" insensible to natioual Glory, and lost to 
" every Sentiment of private Virtue, or even 
" of Decorum." And tiiis is the King '^om 
1 amiepresented as havii^^mademy " I^ero ' 
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Nor have they less misrepresented my 
Assertion, that " X^uis covered bimsdlaikl 
" his Country with Military Glory." The 
Paragraph in Question is a^ follows. ^' If 
" Louis the Fifteenth, by the Peace af 1736t 
" acquired Lorrain for France; hecoveared 
" himself and his Country with Military 
" Glory durit^ the War that eaaumnced m 
" 1741, on the Death of the Emperor Charles 
" the Sixth." Can this Fact be disputed? 
Did not Marshal Saxe d^eat us and our 
Allies, in repeated Battles ; overrun the 
whole Netherlands, break down the Dutch 
Barrier, and threaten the tot^ Overthrow 
of the Balance of £urope, as much aa France 
did in 1793? At the Peace of Aix la Cha- 
pelle, in 174^ Louis bad attained to a vo-y 
elevated Point of Glory, cemented by Mo- 
deration. But, he lived to foecometfae Scorn 
of his Subjects and of Europe. While, how- 
ever, I thus expose the wanton or inexcus- 
able Inattention to Fact in the Reviewers, 
I must with equal Candour admit that they 
have pointed out an Error in this part of my 
Work, which I gladly correct. It is where 
I have said that Henry the Fourth conquer- 
ed the Counties of Bowg and Bresse. It 
should have been Bugey and Bresse. The 
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Mistake was a mere Inadverteacepf the Pea, 
but X retura them Thanks for haviog noticed 
it. Indeed, no Details, however minute, 
seem to hare been considered by them ad 
beneath their Notice, which might, as they 
hoped, corer roe with Confusion. 1 would 
nevertheless ask, on what Ground they pre- 
sume to assert that 1 have made " a horrible 
" Insinuation against the late Stadtholder." 
Where, and what is it? They are bound to 
speak out. I have said of the Prince of 
Orange, tbatr *' after arriving in this Coun- 
" try, under a dark political Cloud, and after 
" residing here many Years, without acquir- 
" ing the' public Esteem, or redeeming his 
** public Character, he finally and precipi- 
** tately quitted England under a still dark^ 
** Cloud." What " horrible Insinuation" is 
couched under these words? " Hon* smt, 
" ^ mai y petue." 

I pass over the coarse and vulgar Accusa- 
tions of " Nastiness, Obscenity, Iippurity," 
&c. ^ese being, as I before observed, only 
" the Gleanings of the Field ;" and having 
already answered their ■ Predecessors, the 
*' Quarterly Review " and " British CritJc," 
on all these Points. But, I canuot allow their 
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AnimadTersiona on tiie Fate of John and 
CoroeliuB de Witt, to remain unnoticed. If 
the Edinbut^h Reviewers had looked into 
the second Edition of My Work, which lay 
before them; they would there h&ve seen, 
that in order to guard against malignant Re* 
preaentationfl respecting the Death of thd 
two de Witts, which, I was sensible, might 
be made, from the brief manner in which I 
had alluded to their tragical End; 1 have 
said, " Van Berkel merited the Fate which 
" vnjustly b^el the two de Witts, and only 
" escaped it by the inert and incapable Con-^ 
*' duct of the Stadtholder." Yet, this is the 
Passage, for which the Reviewers assert, " I 
" should be punished by the general Exe- 
" oration of M uikind," as exhibiting " Symp- 
" toros of unmanly Ferocity," and " d^;rad- 
" ing the English Language into a Vehicle 
" of cowardly and sanguinary Maxims." 
Perhaps, however, I ought not to be sur- 
prized at this exquisite Sensibility of the 
Edinburgh Reviewers, when engaged in the 
pious Office of rescuing from Odium, the 
name of Van Berkel; an Enemy of England 
and of the House of Orange, devoted to the 
Interests of Fran^^e and of Amaica. He 
was a natural waA proper Object of theu^ 
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Admiration, in Proportiosk as he excites g^ 
posite Sensatioas ia every loyal or patriotio 
Bosom. 

Whether Tkiiiault or I are most ia the 
r^bt, as to the Cause of Prioce Ferdinand of 
Brungwic's Dismis^on from the PrussiaQ 
Serrice, is a Matter of very littte Moment, 
I am moBt r^dy to allow and believe, that 
Thiehmulty who resided long at Berlin, ,13 
more likdy to have given the true Reasoi;i. 
than myself. The unworthy Motives aasupa- 
ed by the Reviewers, as dictating the Man* 
ner in which I have mentioned tUe Aegent ; 
followed by their Conuueots on my Asser- 
tion, that " His present M^esty resembles 
" the Antonines, in the leading features of 
'* his Character ;" — such Animadversions 
neither admit Reply, nor merit an Ansvf^er. 
But, when they pass the Line of Truth, in 
Order to oppress me, I ^udl always flatly 
contradict than. How are they warranted 
in asserting that I have said, '* Geoi^ th^ 
" Second eagerli/ told the Countess of Yar- 
" mouth, as a Piece of^apd News, ' Freddy 
" is dead.' " My Account runs thus, " His 
"Majesty had just sat dpwq to Play, 4p4 
" was engaged at Cards, when a Page, dis- 
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" patched from Leicester Howse, wrived, 
" bnngifig Informiatiou that the Prbce was 
" iro more. He received the InteUigeoce 
-" m/iihout tewtijying either Emotion or Svr- 
" prize, llien rising, he o-ossed tbei Room 
" to Lady Yarmouth's Table, who was like- 
" wise occopied at Play ; aod leaoiag ove^ 
-" her Chiar said to her in a low Tone of 
** Voice, in GermsD, ' Fritz is dode.' Freddy 
" is dead. Ha^'nig communicated ii to Her, 
" be instantly withdrew." — Where is the 
Eaganess, er tbe -Joy, as at a Piece (^ good 
N«W8, here manifested P It exists only in 
the Pages oif these Scotch Muw^hautens, 
who exa^erdte or twist every Fact to their 
own Purposes. That George the Second 
did not particnlKrly love tns eldest 1S$on, not 
perha^ -had any great R^sen so to do, is 
Matter Of Notoriety: but, he did not die- 
grace himseif before Spectators, by dispJay^ 
ii^ iris Satiefitction at the Prince's Decease. 
How hard run muA these Reviewers have 
been, to find reoZ Matter of Censure or ctf 
Oondemaatitni in my Work, when they are 
reduced to ime^ Gironrastances, to suit '^ 
homiliating Task Whkh flt^ baye unde^ 
taken to perform! 
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But, we come now to " the Coalitioo of 
*' Lord NorU) and Fox;" a subject on which 
their Feelings overcoming their Judgment, 
have carried them fas beyond the sober 
Bounds of Reason or of Decorum. 'While 
they accuse me of " atrociously libelling the 
" Memory of Lord North ;" because I assign 
Motives to justify or palliate his Union with 
Fox, drawn from Prudence, and from his 
political Situation at the Close of the Ameri- 
can Wu" ; they suppose me to be animated 
by " Rancour" against Mr. Fox, which Sen- 
timent they ingeniously ascribe to " Syco- 
" phancy." To whom, I would ask, could 
I make my Court in 1815, by descending 
systematically to calumniate Mr. Fox, if I 
were capable of such Baseness ? It wonid 
be thrown away on the King, and no Man 
doubts that it would awaken Sentiments of 
mingled Aversion and Reseutmmt in the 
Bosom of the R^ent. Lord Liverpool, 1 
fency, will not suspect me of meaning to 
render myself acceptable to him, by tradu- 
cing an illustrious Adversary, long since 
dead. " But, it requires," say the Review- 
ers, " the fullest Operation of the composing 
" Power of Contempt, to preserve (he Mind 
*' from some IndignatioD, at reading in such 
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" a Writer aa this, that Mr. Fox's Claims on 
" Office, were unBustaioed by moral Quali* 
" ties." Did these Gentlemen never hear 
the Answer of Father O'Leary to the Bishop 
of Waterford, when discussing the Doctrine 
of Purgatory P " Your Lordship," said h^ 
" may go farther, and fere worse" I have 
spoken of Mr. Fox, as I thought of him, 
with Admiration, but, with Freedom ; and 
I believe, evea his Friends admit, with Can- 
dour and Impartiality, though I generally 
differed from bim on political Subjects, and 
peculiarly disapproved of the Part that he 
took after the Commencement of the French 
Revolution. 

It is, however, only by un&irly selecting 
a few detached Words of a long Sentence, 
and reasoning on so feUacious a Basis, cal- 
culated for tow Purposes of Deception, that 
the Reviewers can pretend even to accuse 
me of diminishing Mr. Fox's Claim to moral 
Esteem and Approbation. I regret the Ne- 
cessity of citing from my own Work, but it 
is necessary to my Honour, to expose the 
malignant and nncandid Nature of the At- 
tacks made on me. In summing up Mr. 
Fox's Character, I have said, '*If£nei^of 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



46 

"Mind, Enlai^emeut of Views, Firmness of 
" Character, Amenity of Maimers, Acqnatut- 
** ance with foreiga Courts and Langu^ies, 
** Facility in coadactijig business, and pro- 
" digious inteJlectual Powers, oombiDing 
" Eloquence, Application, as well as Dm- 

" oonment; if these ■ £ndovmeate are 

" considered as foraoing an incontestable 
" Claim to pabtic EinployMeBt, tmsustaiited 
" by moTfil Qualitiet, 9r iff Property ; ire 
" must condema the ^oiteHoe of EkcIuhoo 
" passed upoB hini. Those PersoDs <m tke 
" other Hand, who consider aU Talent, ^how- 
" ever cmineKt, a« radieaUydefectiTe, «deH 
" sustained by Decorum, and a Regard fitr 
" Opinion; as well ,as all who prefer So- 
" hrvetg -of CinAttA, MegtUat^ «^ Si^iart- 
" memt, Mad ^e Virina of prwate £4f^ 
" ttbove any Ability which Natove can "be-^ 

" stow OK Man ; imcAy, aH who r^aid 

" Judgment, under the Centroid «/* atriat 
" £*nnoipie, aa -the siost indispensaUe Ro- 
" -quiaifee i^a Minister, to -irhi!im tbe public 
" Honour and Feiicitir aw in sane Measore 
" necessarily eD:<TDBted ; — ~«uch Persons 
" wiU piobably iieaijate before they ^docule 
** tao Jtastily, «« the D^;ree of Censure cw 
" of ComEoendation, vliidi tbe jKu|fs doh- 
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** duct towaixls Fox, onght to excite in our 
*' Miods." Now, after porushig; this Deecrip- 
tion, any uoprejiidiced Mbd may pass Sen- 
tence. Let it be remembered too, that the 
Portrait h»e drawn, is not the Mr. Fox of 
F^jf, snch as we r^nember hira, residing at 
St; Anne's Hill, a mariied Man, leading a 
domestic Life, in tbe Bosom of Letters and 
Researches of Taste : but, it is Mr. Fox at 
ihii4y4wo, as he was in 1781, living in St. 
Jaaies's Street, close to Brookes's ; and stiH 
develed to those Ciratifioations by whidi 
he bad impaired his Health, riuned his 
Fortune, and dbniiiLshed his brilliant Ke> 
patatioa. 

Hie Reviewers dflate wiA a Sort of -fKnlfa- 
tion, -on the Gircnmstancea of Mr. Fox'b 
baring passed three Nights, at Lord Rock- 
kigham'fl House, armed, during the Riots of 
Jane, t780; and on his bsring floHared one 
of tbe Rioters, whom he brought Prismier 
lO'Grosrener Square, No Man ever ques- 
tioned his Attachment to ^ Head of his 
own I'ftrty, or his Abhotrence of the £xces- 
ses of a f<^rocioas Mob, which manifested as 
much An^nithy to the Meinbers of Opposi-^ 
tioiif utelbe GoTemment. Bnt^ the <}ae»- 
TOL. I. e 
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tioa is, Did Mr. Fox, *' when pressed id the 
" House of Comnioas, to coKiperate for the 
" Extrication of the Capital, lend any Supr 
*' port to Administration in that MomeHt of 
" national Distress," as Burke did? — I shall 
not descend to answer the Accusation of 
" slandermg Lord Effinghfini," or " iosinua- 
" ting that the Opposition were ^connected 
" with the Rioters ;" bieoausejOnly determine^ 
Malignity can lay such absurd Imputati^aq' 
to my Charge, idler perusing the Passj^^ 
whoB those Sufaijects ane mentioned in the 
Memoirs. On Gmeral Fitzpatiick, I am 
uaceswtated to say a fe^ yVqrdBt though xcf; 
Inctantly, as I am chai^;ed with ".Falso- 
" hood," in speaking of the Decay of his 
Talenta, previous to his Decease. The last 
Time that i ever met that distinguished Pef; 
son in Company, was, one Momingt at Choi- 
mondeley House, a very short T^me beftwcf 
his Death j^, wh^i, not only his FaQullieSh 
but, even his Articulation seemed to wetfi^ 
have .sustained a Diminoiiou, or a Shock ; 
tliough probably, as Prior scttd of. Charles^ 
Earl of Dorset, he might still " drivel bett»i 
" Sense, than, oth^ Men spoke." . , Dining ^, 
the same House^ eithei; on thai; P^, w aooBa 
a&^^[fa^f,aad mea,tiq9.^l^^j^cii^«Bt«Uyp 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



madr of General Fitzpatrick.; some Decline 
^ bis iotellectual Fir^ and Vi^r of Mind^ 
seeraed to )>e geoerally admitted by all pre- 
sent But, even oa a Supposition that I 
erred in bo irnvgiftiDg, how do, I deserve to 
hane it asBOted^ th^ *' I fse^k. a disgraceful 
" Popokuty, by exposing the Decay of Men' 
" of Genuig, to make! Sport for the Rabble" ? 
The Reviewers ought to be well remunerated 
for tliese Sacrifices of ppcorum, Truth, and 
Cbaracter. - 1 hare spoken of (jieneral Fit& 
patrick, with Ddioacy and Concern. Do^ 
Johnson " seek disgraceiul Popularity, or 
" ^ake Sport for the Rabble," when in his 
TilEinfllation of, the tentii Satire of JuvenaU 
he. observes, 

" From Marlbro's Eyes the Tears of D6tage flow, ~ 
Awl Smft exinres a Dfirler, and « ^ow^f 

:. I leare Dr, Musgrave's Iqformation and 
BTudenoe, to ifs own mtrinaic- Weight;; ouly 
renrimliiig the Reviewers, .that when l^ey 
ilasbly,'a8 vreil aB . ignpiianUy assert, that 
" the Tale was patronised by no one, io, or 
" out of Parliament, \^th the single Excep- 
". tion of the uQScrupulons Jttnius," they pro; 
baUy have never read Wilke^» letter to the 
Kpfitws of Ayleabury. .^ated "Paris, S^d 
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" October, 1764 ;" or the memor^Ie "North 
" BritoD," No. 45. Whether either, or botti 
these Productions, constitute Authority, I 
will not venture to say : but they unques- 
tionably tend to corroborate Rosa Macicay's 
Account of the Venality of Parliament in 
1703. Anxious as 1 am to take LeaVe of 
my Scotch Accusers, I must yet notice fkte 
Manner in Trhich they inculpate my Mention 
of the calumnious Reports respecting Lord 
Shelburne's bavingpurchasedinto the Funds, 
previous to the Peace of 1783. If there be a 
Part of these Memoirs, in which, contrary 
to my ordinary Practice, i have 'used fbe 
greatest Caution; leaning throughoiit <Sfie 
whole Narration, to a Disbelief df ^k Act 
imputed, and attributing the Report itself 
to " the active Malignity of the First Minis- 
" ter's En^nies," it is on the Point in Ques- 
tion. I have even cited Mr. Pitt's Speech in 
the House of Comiiima, of tbe> Sl9t^ebra- 
ary, 1783, in which he alluded to ** «be Arts 
*' of Defamation adopted by Lord Sbd^ 
" bume's Opponents, for the Puipose df 
" d^rading him In the national EBtimation." 
At the same time, Truth compelled me to 
add, that " either 'He 'sabsequently altered 
" his Opinioi}, or his Actions coiitradicted 
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" hu Fro&iBioaa" And who, I would a$k, 
were Locd Sbelburoe's most inveterate Eae^ 
mies, whose Arts Mr, Pitt charactmzed as 
" deserviug his Scorn ?" Were they not the 
Adherents of Mr. fox ? Djid these well in- 
formed Reviewers never hear of a, periodical 
Paper called " The Jesuit," which appeared 
duriog Lord Shelburoe's Admiikistration, in 
1783? And ate they so ignoraot w not to 
know who was its principal Author? Let 
the Reviewers peruse the lSpee{:hcs of Burke, 
and <^ Lee, then Sojicitor General, pro- 
nounced in Parliament, between July, 1782, 
and March, 1783. It seems inippssible for 
Language to accumulate more severe moral 
Ghai^;es, than they respecti^e^ heaped upoii 
the first Loi4 Of the Treasury. Lee de- 
scribed him " as deficient in Probity, Inte- 
*' grity, and every eatable Qu^ity," ■ And 
am I now, in 1615, to be held up to universal 
ReprobatiQb* for 9Qly mentioning that inju- 
rions Reports were circulated relative to the 
£arl of Shclbnrne ? If History be sunk so 
low, and if jleviewers are with Impunity, 
from their R^reftt on the Banks of the Firth 
of Forth, or hid in the W^Tides of Edinhui^h, 
to exhaust tk^.impotent Rage on any Man 
wko presiuoes to write with Freed<»n on 
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public Men and public Events, it is Time to 
have dooe with historiail Research. 

" Frai^e levea Calamoa, et scinde, Thalia, libellos !" 

Only one Word more on this Bubject "R 
" would not be fit," say the Reviewers, " to 
*' lay open the Circumstances which occa- 
" sioned the political Dlfiieneoce b( Lord 
" Shelbaroe and Mr. Pitt, for so trifling^a 
" Purpose, as that of confutitigSir N. WraXr 
" all." Yet, as t^o and tliirty Years 'have 
now elapsed since it took Place, oae BhouM 
have thought, the Secret might have safely 
been divulged, especially as it would tend 
altogether to rescue Ijcnrd Sheibnme's pnblic 
Character from any possible MkreiH'eseBta- 
tion. But. it seems, Mr. Pitt did not confer 
the Marquisate of Lansdowii on that IVoble- 
man ; which Title, we are now told, " was 
" requested and obtained directly from the 
" King, by the Duke of Rutland, on his ao- 
" cepting the Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland." 
I do not presume to contradict this Af&raw- 
tion of the Reviewers ; . simply remarkng, 
that if the Duke of Rutland codld tlnis dis- 
pose of the highest Honours of the Crown« 
without the Participation or Intervention of 
the first Minister, in Farour of a PenKm wit]i 
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whom he was at Variance, or with whom, at 
leas^ he had a " political Diflei-ence ;" ^e 
Dake was more powerful than the first Lord 
of the Treasury. But, there occurs another 
apparent Difficulty respecting it :— for, the 
Duke of Rutland went over to Dublin, early 
in March, 1783, whereas Lord Shelbume 
was not raised to the Marquiaate, b^ore 
the Eod of the following November. I leare 
Aese little Knots to be untied by the Re- 
viewers. 

For all the insulting personal Abuse with 
which they have honoured me, for the Re- 
flectionB on what they sure pleased to deno- 
minate my " public Morality," for the gener- 
ous Solicitude that they demonstrate to pre- 
vent the Mischief which must arise to So- 
ciety, from the Difiiision of a Work so nior 
)ig:nant, immoral, and licentious, as -the 
'^ Historical Memoirs," I thank the Edin- 
burgh Reviewers. Their List of " Galli- 
f cisnis, Scotticisms, Hibemicisms, Barba- 
" risms. Vulgarians, incohea-ent Metaphors, 
'i bad Elfish, and absolnte Nonsense," to 
be found in the Work ; and which they - 
ftindly point out to the World, as literary 
Rocks and Quicksands, to be avoided by 
Aaceeetting-W^tera; claim the public Gra- 
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titnde. There u great PhUantlin^y in audi 
disintereited AttentioD to prevent so porai* 
ciouB a Book, of wkiek tw» Tk4msand ham 
been already sold, from penetrating any fnr^ 
tb«r, and corrupting tbe whole [nhaUtants 
of the United Kingdom. I trust, the " So* 
" ciety for the Suppresnon of Vic^" will 
notice as becomes tbem, Hfy^at gieneroas 
Efibrta of Men, vrbo can have no Motive 
except Tirtoous Indigpation, to propd their 
Endeavours; and who find the Reward of 
their Labours, in their own conscious Rec- 
titude. Such Men are rare on this Side of 
the Tweed, and should be encouraged, wher- 
ever they are found. Yet, with their Zeal, 
it would be as well, if thej mixed a litHe 
Knowledge and Moderation. For Iimtance, 
when, towards the Conclusion of their Phi- 
lippic, speaking of me, they say, " He is so 
" perfectly regardless of Truth, that we are 
" convinced, theiie is not a iiiigle AnecdoU 
"in the Book, which can be saGely believed 
" on his Testimony," they compel me to 
stand on my D^ence. Not a single Anec- 
dote t What ! not the Accoimt given of Lord 
• Sackville's Reception of the News of the 
Surrender of the British Army, at York 
Tovrn I— The £arl of Glandore, and Mr. Her- 
bert of Muckruss, his two Sops in Law, as 
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wdl as Lord Walnngham, who were ati 
preseat, are iifill alive, and conld contradict 
it, if Dot true.* Do the Reviewers mean to 
doubt my having sent the first Intdligence 
oveiiaDd to India, of the Peace of 1783 ; for 
not doing which, the late Lord Sydney, then 
Secretary of State, narrowly escaped, as I 
know, being called on to make his Defence 
in the House of Q^s ? — Will these Gentle- 
men venture to question my Account of Sk 
Fletcher Norton's Elevation to the Peerage 
by Lord Rockingham; and of his kissing 
tlU' King's Hand at the Queea^ Drawing 
Room, on his being raised to that Dignity? 
Which of the numerous Particulars recount- 
ed, «f George the Third, of Lord North, or 
of Mr. Pitt, do they presume to deny ? Is it 
the King's Interview and CcMwersation viA 
Lord George Gcamain, 'previous ia his being 
oreated a Viscount ; or is it the Storj of Sir 
Eyre Coote's red Ribband, which covered 
Fox with no little Ridicule, in> NoT«nber, 
17&3, just before the Fall uf the '.' Coaiitim'^} 
This Pyttfaonism is excessive. The most 
determiaed Sceptic might believe toPutAtng^ 
out of such a Mass of Anecdote, between 



* Since thit Aiwwer wu eomiMted, I baw lo*t Uk fint 
tnd the hut of thoK three oMFrieodi. 
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1?72 and 1784, as are contaiaed hi tb« 
" Historical Memoirs." 

l^e GoDtradictioDs and coDfiicting Opi- 
nions of these " same learned Tbebans," the 
Rerieweni, form not the least ridiculons Fea- 
ture of their Criticisms; and prove that, 
though they have all been " screwed up to 
the sticking Place," nam^ extingvishing the 
Work, y^tUiey differ toto Ceelo, on tlie main 
Points of their Judgment. For Instance, the 
" British Critic" says, (Page 27) '* TTie Mate- 
" rials of his Second Part, are much superior 
*' toiboae of ^e^rst." IVowhearthe" Edin- 
" bntgh Review," (Page 188.) " On the 
"wholfi. it in»i»t >M» nwned that the Part of 
" the Book which relates to the ContHteiU, 
" is much more tolerable thiui ihnt wbjch re- 
>* gards England" Again, npon the Subjeet 
of Mr. Fox, the " Quarterly" and the " £din^ 
'* burgh," are, (as might indeed be expected,) 
completely exposed to each other. The first 
of these worthy Reviews says, " The Friend^ 
'" of the late Mr. Fox, will all^ that Sir 
■** Nathaniel has been unjust to that eminent 
" Man : but we think Uiat on this delicate 
** Subject, tiie Opinion of Sir N. is not only 
** sincere but, jtatified by the C^rewmtancef 
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" fif Mr. Fox's Life." After Tety wannly 
inveighiDg againttt that great Statesman, for 
" tfae Mischi^of hispoblicGoDduct, and his 
" Sacrifices to Ambition," they add, " We 
'" say nothing of his Conduct iu latter Times. 
" On that Subject we confess, we ourseWea 
" could scarcely write impartially. But, 
" with R^ard to Ae Transactions tii^t Sir 
" N. Wraxall rdates, we must do him ike 
" Justice to say, that we Uiink his Bias 
" against tlie Politics oi Mr. Fox, is not 
" oQ\y Just SMdreeuoiMble; bat, that similar 
" Sentimmts are omimon to the great Ma- 
" jority of Mankind." (See Quart. Review, 
Pages 306 and 207.) These Opinions are 
Wormwood to the Advocates of Fox, who 
ind^anfly exclaim, " To npply such Lan- 
" guage as Sir Nathaniel appKes to Mr.Fox, 
" is, indeed, to libel all bis emineat Contera- 
*' poraries ; and through them, the Age and 
'" Nation of which they w«« the Ornaments." 
Their pious Rage, excited by the Comments 
which I bare made upon their greafldol, 
makes them strike at Random, and heap 
upon me at once Accusations of l^copjktmcy 
and of Fmlsity, blended with iZoiurcwr, which 
lentitleme-at'Once to their IndigntUion and 
/their GMUv^t' i^ee" Edinbulgh I^view,'^ 
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pages 204—208, and fi07.) But, it would 
lead me too fiir, if I were to attempt to ptfint 
out the IncoDBisteiicies of Men, who Beem to 
be agreed only on one Point, that of earning 
the Reward of their rirulent'&.ttack on the 
Book, uid on its Author. 

All the Thunders of the Scottish Vatican 
are concentred in l^ea concluding Sentence, 
which, though long, yet as containing the 
Quintessence of their critical AouueD, and 
displayii^ a Specimen <^ impartial, literary 
Justice, I must transcribe. Speaking of the 
Work-b^ore^Sf they say, " By the ^b^ust- 
**ing or indecent Character of hi« private 
■"-Anecdotes; by his Belief in Stories, which 
" were always incredible ; by his Attempt to 
" perpetuate Weaknesses, which on^t to be 
" forgotten; by the shameless Profligacy, or 
" atrocious Oiminality of die Acts, Which he 
*' imputes coolly and groundlessly to public 
" Men, with no other Distinotion thaR that 
'* inspired by a pretty constant, though not 
" a Tery judicious Attention, to the WishcB 
" of the powerful ; he has done his utmost 
" to blacken the Character of his Age and 
" Country, to extinguish all Confidence in 
" political Honesty, and thus to destroy that 
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** public Esteem, whkfc is the only ontwanl 
" Reward of those who do not court royai 
" Favour." Why, what a neferioua Book 
must this be ! It ought to be bunit by ^e 
common Hangmaa, opposite tbe Tolbooth 
of Edinburgh, under the immediate I>irec- 
tion of the Scotch Reviewers, habited as $p»- 
otsfa Inquintore. The " £ssay oft Woman," 
fell short «€ it in ludecency. Aretine ami 
Machiavd were not so subva^ive of paMic 
Morality. Boccaoe, La Rocbefoucault, or 
BAtntooi^ co«ld not ocnnpete m Prefligac}' 
with sueh a Work. John Knox hiwipfll^ 
their own Countryman, in bis holy Ragt 
against the Whore of Babylon, against Po- 
pery and Monarchy, scarcely surpassed the 
Virulence of these Reviewers. Methinks f 
behold them, perdbed on the sacred Mauso- 
leum of David Hume, from )tlie Sammit of 
tbe Cahon Bill, -dtoliiig 'Oieir blaeic L^U 
nings on my devoted Head I I am never- 
theless, I iassnre them, nnappalled and ud- 
4i8iDa7«d. These ave not Ae Ameil's ctf 
-Teuixr : they ore the inStecale Omd haitadsM 
Darts of PrilNR. " TVfcm wtM2(, jwe /tfAt," 
^hidh inflict no Wound, and leave no Cicar 
^ce. TheRnmbling'of <iAnrThBiide^ onlgr 
reminda as df <thc ifanQU»4HK)ftd Hones of 
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StdoMHKus, and nevai can iaUate the Bofts 
of Jove. 

Bat, iet me: calmly ash these worthy 
Ouardiatts of the Chastity and Purity of the 
ftitiah Pr«8s, what is tbek Object , in tlms 
ie^ag loose thek Rage ob um? - Is it ia the 
Hope ctf Expectation of ^ oium putting ^oum 
tka Book, and wttiogiuHhing it uider Inveo 
tires? , Do they fancy that the £ogli4h 
People will give them Credit for immaculate 
CntiAsm, and for unbought Censure ? Of 
do they consider thctnselTes ae the Dictaton 
of Literature, . t 

" Kn^ta of the Polv Star, by LeuiuDg pUced, 
« To Bhine the Cynontre (^ British Taste* ? 

If these are their Expectations, I trust, tbejr 
will be speedily undecmr^, and they egror 
^DUfily mistake the Limits of thdr Power. 

" I4oa mis Imperium Caluno!*' 

Neither their Praise dot ihai Satire can ope- 
rate beyond the Moment, nBl«w'it.l>e-«uli^ 
tained by Truth, Candour, aad Impartial!^. 
lo die Tiolmt, as well as mdecent Attabk 
which they have aow made, we.trace the ia- 
boest Proof of .soaeJMil Intedfieroicei ^ae^ 
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how shall we accouDt for the *' Quarterly 
" and Edmbiu^h Reviews" formiog a literary 
Coalition, like that so iamous political Union 
of 1783, which, as they may remember, co- 
Tered both Parties with Di^race and Shame? 
It is time however that I should take final 
leave of these Reviewers, which I do by 
parodying the Words of Sterne, addressed 
to the venerable Doctors of the Sorbonne, 
when he hopes that they rested well after 
their Consultation. I trust in like Manner, 
that the Conductors of the " Edinburgh Re- 
" view," will receive from the Public, tke 
ntaited Reward of their laborious and ma- 
levolent Attack on a Work, which, however 
great or numerous, as I admit, may be its 
Defects, is characterized in every Page, by 
QoalitieB vainly to be sought in their Pro- 
ductions; namely, Loyalty to the Sovereign, 
Detestation of French Principles, Abhor- 
rence of Bouf^arte and all his fallen Jacobin 
Gang, Attachment to the Crown, and Reve- 
rence for the British Constitution, 

N. WILLIAM WRAXALL. 



CharUon, near CheUaiAam, 
Wednad^, 6th September, 1816. 
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SECOND ANSWER, 



Paru, No. 31, Suit fWMtnr, 
97AJammj, 1816. 

When I last answered the Attack of the 
" Qaarterly ReTiewf— for, I held the " Brit- 
" ish Critic " in too much Contempt, to have 
ever givm that Publication any separate Re- 
ply ; nor should I probably have attempted 
to repel the Calumnies of the " Quarterly 
" Review," if the unproToked, and appa- 
rently inexplicable Abase directed gainst 
Sir John Macphersou, had not roused me ; 

1 confid^itly believed, the Editors of 

that Review, could never notice it So 
strong is the internal Evidoice of the Ar- 
ticle " having been made /or thou, not dy 
" them ;" and so palpably is the Demonstra- 
tion of this disgraceful Fact, impressed on 
every Page, that its ostensible Authors had 
no Shelter from public Shame, except in 
f2 
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Silence. Hid, and in some Measure lost in 
tiie Immensity of the English Metropolis; 
terrified at the Idea of my disclosing the 
Means which had been used to engage their 
Services \ and the Name of the Person em- 
ployed ; — in the Lapse of near five Months, 
they have exhibited no Sign of Life. Not 
so the " £dioburgh Review." Thoogb 
London might conceal the Disgrace of the 
V Quarterly/' no Wynde of the " ancient Car 
" pital" of Scotland, conid be fonnd dark 
enough to shield Irom the Sneers bnd Con^ 
tempt of their Countrymen, these MvMck- 
hausena of tlie North. We may easily per^ 
ceive bow they wrythe and twist under the 
Chastisement infiicted on them, and how 
deeply they feel the Application of the 
" Metaphors," which they affect to despise. 
Sir Fretful Plagiary did not betray more 
Distress, nor smile more ruefully, than does 
the " idle Advocate," who, geaorously ex- 
tending his Shield over bis Associates in 
Humiliation, " throws away an Hour" in 
exposing the Errors of my Work. In that 
short Space of Time he has, as he asserts^ 
actually wriUe» an Article containing above 
fourteen small, closely printed P^^. nearly 
equalling in Ms^itude my " Answer,'* which 
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eertainly cost me some Days to compose: 
indeed, the Article cannot be perused in an 
Hour, Dor copied in six Hours. Why, his 
Countryman, the " Admirable Creighton," 
never wrote with such Facility, as this " idle 
" Advocate;" and Jastus Lipsius's Work, of 
which Tristram Shandy says, that " they 
" should have wiped it up, and said no more ' 
" about it," cannot be placed in any Com- 
petition with the Production before us. It, 
however, I cannot rival him in Rapidity of 
Composition, I trust that I shall exceed him 
in the more essential Branches of Solidity, 
Truth, and every Quality that can enforce 
Conviction on an unprejudiced Mind. 

After this short £xordium, I will eudea- 
vour, with all the Brevity of which the Sub- 
ject ia susceptible ; — for, my first Object is 

a wide Circulation ; to answer pointedly 

the Accusations and Calumnies either re- 
peated or invented in this " Edinburgh Re- 
" view ;" not even omitting the Personalities, 
which, in Violation of Liberality or De- 
cency, have been introduced into it. And 
in Order to fix the Writer to his " Chaises," 
I wUl take the Series as be has enumerated 
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them, b^inning with those to which he says 
" I hare inade no Answer." They amount 
to six in Number, if, after all, such Allegap 
tioDs can deserve to be aititled Charge*, or 
are susceptible of any specific Reply. 

The first is, that " I impute Cowardice to 
" houiB the Sixteenth." 

The second, that " I accuse Mr. Pitt, Mr. 
" Fox, and Mr. Burke, of being ready to 
" bring Lord North to the Block." 

The third, that " I accuse Lord North of 
" baviog coalesced with Mr. Fox, from 
" prudential Motives." 
' The fourth, (if it means any Uiing,) arraigns 
me for attributing to Lord Thurlow, the 
Reply which he made to His M^esty, 
when the King entertained Ideas of visit- 
ing his Hanoverian Dominions. 

The fifth and sixth form a complicated 
Charge ; namely, that I first " impute to 
** the King, Duplicity to his Ministers;" 
and next, that " I excuse or approve his 
" Conduct" 

These heavy Accusations, the " idle Ad- 
" vocate" says, " are all passed over in pro- 
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" bund and pradoit Silence." I will a^ 
deavonr at least to lemore that Groond of 
Coimire. 

To the ySrsf CIia^;e, I reply that I new 
did impute Cowardice to Louis the Six- 
teenth. I hare indeed said that ** his pa>- 
" soiud Conra^ waa problematical^ and that 
" he did not comport himsdf with the 
" Seveni^ and Selfpossesnon of Charles 
"the First, and Mary, Qaecn of Scots, 
" wh«i laying down their Heads on the 
" Block." But, so &r have I been from eo' 
deavonrii^ to prove that he was a Coward, 
I add, (after ronarking on the Nature of the 
Guillotine, as " bereaTing Death of 'all its 
" Grace and Dignity,") " I have likewise 
" seen and read very strong Attestations to 
•< ijie Finnneas displayed by the King of 
" France, in his last Moments." Nay, I have 
produced one Proof addressed to die Duko 
of Dorset, which declares that lie died, 
" with tiie most heroic Courage." His 
" Attempt to resist or impede the Execu- 
" tioners," to which I allude, might, and 
probably did arise from other Motives and 
Feelings than persoual Fear. Even Marie 
Antoinette turned pale at Sight of the Gnil- 
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lotioe. And, aftra- all, what Sort of a Cbiarg^ 
m tfaiB?— -The Courage df Lo^s Oe Fif- 
teenth, nay, of Louis the Fourteenth, was 
problematical. So was tbat of Charles the 
Sccmd, aad mea of James the Second:' 
wfaOe Charles the First and William the 
Third manifested the greatest Intrepidity in 
the Field. ] retract not one Word, nor re- 
oede from one Fbcpression that I have used, 
Tdative'to ^LouiB the 16th. Le^ the £din- 
bur^ lUriewers make the most of it. 

- To tibe second Charge I answer, that both 
JPotc and Surke did many Times menace 
Lord North with the Scaffold, between 1779 
aad 1782. If any Man can doubt it, he has 
only to read' " Woodiatl's Partiamentary 
*' Register." But I have no where said that 
Mr. Pitt, though he expressed his Abhor- 
KDce bf the Amoican War, and of the Ad- 
ministralioa who conducted it, threatened tbe 
Fiiat Minister with the Block. Therie Scotch 
Reviewers oamgle Truth wttib Falsehood; 
but it is easy to detect and eipose tilieir Arts 
of Deception. 

. I adhere to, and I maintain the Justice of 
ero^ Word cr Sentunent whidi constitutes 
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the Object of the third Cbai^; namely, 
that " Lord North's Jonction with the Party 
** which had so long opposed him, has al- 
" ways appeared to me to admit of much 
" more Falliation, than the Conduct of Fox 
** and his Adherents." These are my Ex- 
*• pressions, when speaking of the " Goali- 
" tion." (See Page 310—312, second Vo- 
lume of the " Memoirs," second Edition. 
Or Pages 308 and 309, of thetbird Volume 
ofthe third Edition.) Unquestionably, in my 
Opinion, Lord North acted with Prudence, 
in meeting Fox's Overtures for a Reconcilia^ 
tion and Union. 1 do not say that he acted 
witii Magnanimity or Elevation of Mind. 

Without being affected in the smallest 
Degree by the Comments of the Edinbui^h 
Reviewers, I believe on good Authority, that 
Lord Thurlow made the Answer to His 
Majesty, commemorated at Page 332 ofthe 
second Volume of the " Memoirs;" and at 
Page 35S of the third Volume of the Work, 
in the present Edition; which forms their 
fourth Accusation. 

I deny that I attribute to His Majesty, 
" Duplicity towards his Ministers." Let the 
World judge. My Words are, (Page 464 of 
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the second Volnme, of the second Editioir; 
or Page 506 of the third Volame of the 
third Editioo;) ** There were neTetthdess, 
" it must be admitted, manjf In^vidtials 
" who thought that the royal Disapproba- 
" tion should have been earlier signified; 
" and who incUmed to aeeuae the King of 
" something like Duplicity or Deception, in 
" his Treatment of Administration." But, 
I fully admit that His Majesty's line of Ac- 
tion is by me excufyated and jutt^ed, for 
the Reasons assigned; which Conduct of 
the King I approve at this Tim^ as much 
as I did in 1783. I think I cannot give a 
more specific Answer to the _^h and aixtk 
Points. The Reviewers must now confess 
that I do not " stand mute on my Arraign- 
" ment" 

Having met and silenced these minor Ob- 
jects of impotoit and malignant Accusation, 
I come to the great Charge respecting Dr. 
Musgrave's Assertion, th^ " the Princess 
" Dowager of Wales and Lmd Bute received 
" Money from the French Court, for aiding 
" to effect the Peace." The " Edinbuigh 
'* Review," vrith that Audacity which coni- 
monly accompanies, and sometimes shelters 
Ignorance, rashly ventured in their jSrrt 
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Criticism, on the " MemoirB," to saj that 
" the Tale was patronized by no one, in or 
" out of Parliament, with the single Excep- 
" tion of the unscrupulous Junius." And 
now, when I have exposed their Unacqoaint^ 
aace with Wilkes's Letter to tlie Electors of 
Aylesbury, as well as their Inattention to 
the " North Brittm," No. 45. ; what is their 

Reply? Do they venture to impugn or 

to deny those Corroborations P No 
They say, " We are disposed by Charity, 
" to leave him undisputed Possession of 
" Wilkes's Address to the Electors of Ayles- 
'* bury. It is absolutely kis best historical 

" Authority/" What more authentic 

Testimony or Proof can well be produced 
in Confirmation of any public Fact, than a 
Letter written by a Member of the very 
Parliament accused by him of Venality; 
dated in 1764, the Year subsequent to the 
Peace in Question ; addressed to his own 
Constituents ; printed and circulated at the 
Time, throughout the Kingdom F Such a 
Documoit outweighs twenty Pages of vul- 
gar Abuse. The " idle Advocate" would 
do well to remember that Charity b^us at 
hope. He and his Associates will stand 
in need of wudi Indulgence for their I>e- 
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TiatioDs from Liberality, IVutfa, and Deco- 
mm. 

The Pablic might with Reason censure 
me, if I obtruded my own private Affairs on 
their Notice, while repelling the Calumnies 
thrown on my literary Character. Nor can 
it be necessary for me to give any Answer 
to the scurrilous Personalities which the 
Reviewers obscurely sustain by Allusions 
to *' Benfield's Ledger," the '* Memoirs of 
" Ossian," or the Stories of " six Members 
" of the House of Commons sent to that As- 
" sembly, by theiair or fraudulent Creditors 
" of the Nabob of the Camatic." But, when 
they presume to assert, that " in a judicial 
" Examination," (no doubt, before the Car- 
natic Commissioners,) " I pretty itttdligibfy 
" assigned the Interest of those Creditors, 
** as the Motive of my Vote against the 
" India Bill, on the Ist of December, 1783," 
the Reviewers, or their Informers, are guilty 
of a grots Violation of Truth. It is indeed 
the Engine to which they systematically have 
Recourse, and by which alone they can at- 
tempt to colour their next Charge; namely, 
that when I say, " the Consciousness of all 
" India being subjected to the rapaeiout 
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" Haaii* of Fox's Adhttreots, by do Means 
" leaded to traoquiUize Uie public MiDd," 
I mean to throw a Stigma on " the Cktta- 
" missionera for lodian Affairs, Lord Fitz- 
" wiUiam, Uie late Lord Dartmoutb, the 
" late Lord Gnildford, and the late Ijord 
'* Minto." Uofortunately for the EdiDbui|^ 
Reviewers, they have mistaken the Time 
when my Observation is made, which was in 
November, 1783, whereas the Commissioners 
above meatioDed were not then m Existence; 
the " Bast India Bill" in which they were 
named, not having even passed the House 
of Commons before tbe 9Ui <rf December. 
It now remains therefcnre for these worthy 
and candid, but, ignorant Reviewers, to ex- 
plain, how 1 could by. Possibility mean to 
assert or to imply, that Commissioners who 
were not themselves yet appointed, had 
nevertheless already *' promised or filled up 
" the first Employments in India." My Re- 
mark applies to tha personal Promises or 
Ei^agements made by AdntinistratioM, pre- 
vious to the Passage of the " East India Bill" 
through the lower. House. This iqipotent 
Attanpt to mislead, and to implicate the 
little Passions of human Nature in tbe Cause 
of Cfdumny, by naming four Noblemoi of 
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high and unspotted Character, as the Objects 
of my AnimadvereioD, will only Irevert on its 
. Authors. Hie Public will ju<^ between 
tiiem and me. 

In tbe^rrf Criticism of my Work, the 
Reviewers accused me of " making Louis 
" the 15th my Hero^ and of asserting that 
he "had covered himself with Glory." When 
T exposed the Falsdiood of this Imputation, 
by Citations from the Book itsdf, proving 
the direct contrary ; instead of confessing 
their Fault, and asking Pardon for such 
shameful Misr^reisoitation, what do they 

now say ? " We hurry over small Matters. 

" He said that Lonis the 15th had covered 
'* kimadfrntk Glory. This we thought the 
" Height of Ridicule, till Sir N. employed 
" two Pages of what he calls his Answer, to 
" prove it, — which we think more ridiculons 
" still." And is this their Excuse for a 
wantcm Perversion of Truth, when sitting in 
Judgment on a literary Work, after being 
exposed in all their D^ormity, as twisting 
every Fact to their own Purposes? With 
similar Audacity they invetU, where they 
cannot^/&H2, Subject for Accusation. T had 
^ready proved, by quoting my own Words, 
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that I nesvet represented the King of Portu- 
gal, " as a drunken oM Moor." Tbey now 
asBert that J hare said, " He had a Face 
" carbuncled by bard Drinking." WMere, 
in w6a$ Page, are these Words, or any syno- 
nymous Expressions to be found P The Fa- 
cility which, Haaaiet says, accompanies the 
Act- of violating Truth, may tempt these 
systematic Mwtekhauseits to have Recourse 
to the Expedient : but tbey may be assured 
it will erentnally cover them with Shame. 
Though slow, the Verdict of the Public will 
overtake tJiem. My EnMbtion informs m^ 
and will prove to thcau before the Close of 
1816, that 

" Bwo •Dtecedenteu Scelestam 
" Dewruit Pede Pcena cUndo." 
But, we come now to what they denomi- 
nate " higher Matter :" — for, these Men see 
nothing m created Nature, so high as their 
Idol. They employ two loi^ Pages in de- 
manding Proof that " Fox refused to laid 
" any pa^onal Support to Government 
" during the fiiots of Jme, 1780, though 
" Burke in ^e House .of Commons loudly 
*• expressed his Wish for Unanimity." What 
Proctf would they have P'— I was not then in 
Paiiiament, myself, not having been ^ected 
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till Septeinb& of that Year. I cannot th»«- ' 
fore Rsaert it from my. own -Recollection. 
And if I could have done it, tbey 'would dis- 
pute my Accuracy or Veracity. The Fact 
i» now of near tbirtyrsix Years ago. Wit- 
nesses, therefore, such as the Reriewers call 
for, are not to be found every Day. But, 
Burke's more pronounced and uneqiuTocal 
Support g^ven to GoTernttmit on that ti^ng 
Occasion, was Matter of Notoriety at the 
Tim& It grew out of the Cbar&cters of the 
two lodinduals, wlHch were most dissimilar, 
though tben Gghtiog under the same Bannov 
r have remarked it, wheui ' deUii«aling the 
Character of fiurke. Speaking of him and 
of Fox, (" Memoirs," Vol. 2d, P^es 39 and 
40, of the second fiditiou v or P&ges 280 and 
281,, of the second Volume of ike third Edi- 
tion,) 1 observe that '^ Even in their nearest 
" Approj^imationa, there were always em&k- 
" tial ap.d strilgng pistiootions between ^ 
*' two Opposition Leaders." "^e Case in 
Question was one of than. Ja 1793, thej 
dive^^ with inconcwvable >yiol^oi^ .in op- 
poB^. Directions, nevermore to be reunited. 
And,'what was tii&Cafue of- that jSl^putation? 
W^ it D|:>t because Biirke '! Iea{it^hi• per- 
*' sonaJ . Support to Govemineu^" agtinst 
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.InsarrecticiD, Jacobmism, Rc^cide, and A&- 
arcby ; all which Fox took under bis Protec- 
tion, though he denominated them Liberty ? 
This is my Answer to the Reviewers. 

Tliey return to the Charge of my having, 
as they unfeirly assert, dedared that " Mr. 
** Fox's Clmms to Office, were nnsustained 
" by moral Qualities." I cannot more com- 
pletely answer or refute that Mi»-StataneDt, 
than I have already done in my last Reply : 
a Mis-Statemeut, " only calculated for low 
*' Purposes of Deception." The Reviewers 
are pleased to denominate my Justification, 
*' a Hubble-bubble of Words, with which 
" tbey do not chuse to encumber their 
" Pages." I adhere fully to my Opinion of 
Mr. Fox, as contained in that " Hubble- 
" bubble of Words ;" and if they were bin 
enlightened Friends, instead of his servile 
Admirers, they would be satisfied with the 
T^TDS in which I have spoken of him. I 
have nothing to retract or to alter in the Cha- 
racter that I have drawn of Fox. It is impar- 
tial, just, and candid ; neither dictated by 
Flattery, nor tinctured in any Feature by 
Enmity. I respect myself too much, to lend 
fny Pen to the base D^radation of Party^ 

VOL. I. g 
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or to the Tile Arts of Misrepresentatioii, 
The only Recommendation of my Work, is 
its Trnth. 

As little have I to retract any Part of my 
Remarks on General Htzpatrick, and the 
Bxphinatiou that I gave on the Subject; ex- 
cept to put the Reviewers right, whea, with 
their accustomed Regard to Truth, they 
make me " adaut that I might have erred" in 
supposing his mental Powers to have sus- 
tained some Diminution in Brilliancy beforft 
his Decease. 1 made no such Admissum. 
My Words are, " But, even on a Sv,]^poair 
" turn that I erred in so imagining, how do 
" I.desarre to have it asserted, that I seek a 
" di^raceful Popularity, by exposii^ the 
" Decay of Men of Genius, to make Sport 
" for the Rabble ?" The Reviewers ought 
to know that an Hypothesis is nut an Ad- 
mission. Every Writer to the Signet can 
tell them that Fact 

I leave the " idle Advocate" and his Asso- 
ciates, to the undisturbed Eigoyment of any 
Triumph that they may decree to themselves, 
for their labored Hypercriticism on my Ex- 
planation relative to the De Witts and Van 
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Berkel. 1 hope it may console them for the 
Mortifications to which they must submit, 
from all those who appreciate the Value of 
moral Character. 

There exists not the slightest Coutradic- 
tioD between my Assertion, that " Geoi^ 
" the Second considered his Son's Recovery, 
" if it should take Place, as an Object of 
" tke utmost Regret ;" and his neTerthetess 
communicating the Intelligence of Freddie's 
Decease, to Lady Yarmouth, " without tes- 
" tifying either Emotion or Surprize." The 
Reviewers afiect to suppose, that a Man 
may not r^ard an Event as in itself under 
certain Points of View, rather beneficial than 
calamitous, without eagerly divulging, as a 
" Piece of good News," the Accompliahmoit 
of that Event: but, as I obsei'ved in my 
form^ Answer, " the King did not disgrace 
" himself before Spectators, by displayiog 
" his Satis&ction at the Prince's Decease." 

If the Edinburgh Reviewers display equal 
Ignorance and Incapacity in their legal Cha- 
racters, as Advocates at the Bar of the Court 
of Session, as they have demonstrated in 
Ifaar literary Oapacity, by their Attacks on 
8:2 
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my Work, their Cliaits may be jnsthp con- 
sidered as Objects of Corapassiou. Never 
could this Observation have been more for- 
cibly exemplified, than in their Defence of 
the Earl of Shelburne. While relating the 
Circumstances that aecompiuiied his Resig- 
oatieD as First Minister, iu February, 1783, 
I could not pass over in Silence, the iqjiui- 
ous Reports circulated relative to that No- 
blemau ; — Reports, vrhich Mr. Pitt charac- 
terized in Parliament, as " the Arts of Defa- 
" mation, adopted by Lord Shelbume's Op- 
*' ponents, and as deservii^ his Seom :" — 
Reports propagated by Fox's Followers, and 
which were not long afterwards, (as was 
commonly supposed,) embodied, if 1 may 
use the Expression, by General Burgoyne, 
in his Comedy of " the Heiress," where 
not only " Allscrip" forms the principal 
Character ; but, as we all remember, the 
very Scenery was rendered subservient to 
the same Effect. I believe, if my Memory 
does not fail me, General Fitzpatrick wrote 
the Prologue to this dramatic Piece; which 
was supported on the Shoulders of tJke 
J>arty. 

Now let us see the JustificatioD of Lord 
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Shelburne, set up by the Reviewers. Aftec 
their usual Pre&ce of Invective against my- 
wir, for having presumed even to meotion 
the £sisteace of such Reports, they add,- 
speaking of me, ^' His L(^c is on a Level 
** with his Morals. Because Mr. Burke 
'* and Mr. Lee perhaps abused the Liberty 
*' of Debate in 178*2, in general Invective 
** against Lord Sbelbume, this Writer thiuke 
" himself at Lib^ty to impate to him, witb- 
" out ProoC a particular Crime of the basest 
" Character. They, in all the latemperaoce 
" of Invective which the Heat of Debate 
" may excuse, abstained from any Allusion 
" to a specific Accusation. The natural 
" Inference is, that even in that heated and 
" disturbed State of Mind, they disbelieved 
" all such Accusations." 

Who would not suppose, on reading this 
Defence, th&t Fox's, Burke's, and Lee's 
Speeches in the House of Commons, above 
alluded to, were made subsequent to the Im- 
putations thrown on Lord Shelburne P No 
doubt, the Reviewers so thought, by pro- 
ducing them on the present Occasion, as 
n^;ative Attestations in Favor of that No- 
bleman. And what will the World think of 
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these ignorant AdTocates, when the Tmtii 
is, that the three riol^it Harangues in 
Question, were all pronounced between the 
6th, and the lltho/Jultf, 1 782 ;— whereas 
the pretended Purchases in the Funds, 
were not, and could not have been made 
before November, or December, 1782, or 
JoMuary, 1783, previous to the Conclusion 
of Peace? So that Lord Shelbume's Inno- 
cence is to result from the Sileora of his 
Euemies respecting a Fact, which could not 
have been even contouplated by him, or by 
them, till several Months after the Speeches 
were delivered. 

" O Medici} mediaiD pertundite Venam!" 

Unfortunate Lord Shelbume, to have met 
with such D^end^B ! All the Abuse which 
they heap on me, is Kindness, compared 
with such Exculpation, Pope somewhere 
exclaims, 

'< Bteee'd be the Gods for what they took away. 
And what they left me t" 

I hare only to hope from Providence, tiiat 
whoever are my Friends, the Ediabui^b Re- 
fieyr^fi may alvays reuwia my Bo^mu^ 
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I come now to the " 6Te Russian Moiv 
"ders;" an Aiticleof Accusationi^ainstme 
so pronuDoit and so laboured intbeir^«f 
CriticiBm on my Memoirs, on which the 
pnsent Article exhibits a new Proof of 
shameless Tei^rersation. I will cite their 
own Words, which must cwiBtitnte the most 
severe Chastisement, to Men not lost to the 
Value of Character. Last August, after 
mnmerating " Uie Deaths of the Empat>r 
" Peter, of Prince Ivan, of the supposed 
" Princess Tarrakanoff, of the Grand Dn- 
" chess the first Wife of Paul, and that of 
" the Princess of Wirtemberg ;" they add, 
" Such a Series of Murders, including that 
" of a Husband, of a May, (which Boy was 
** twenty-four Years old,) and of three yoni^ 
" Women, one of whom was a Daughter in 
" Law, has not been charged on any Indi- 
*' ridual, at least in the modem HistOTy of 
" Europe." And now, what is tb^ Lan- 
guage ? *' We uierefmfjroin bUamng kim 

"for having, in common with Europe, attri- 
" buted to that Princess, a Participation in 
" the Murders qfher Hiuband, iff Ivan, and 
" ^f the supposed Prineess Tarrakamoffr — 
By what Lt^c will the Reviewen recoii- 
C)J^ these ContradictiinB ? 
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RelatiTe to tbe Death of the Grand Da- 
diesa, and that of the Princess of Wirtem- 
berg, I have not a Word to alter in my 
AccouQt of those Events: but, when the 
Reviewers add, " Count Woronzow offered, 
" at wt read m the Newspapers, to desist 
" from the Prosecntion against our Author, 
" if the latter would name the Agent of die 
" Court of Wirtemberg," I must flatly con- 
tradict iMs supposed Fact, as vholfy dts- 
titute of TVufA, or of any FoundatioH. I 
have not liie least Reluctance or Hesitation 
to repeat, as I now do for the third Time in 
Print, Uiat 1 r^ret having very inadvertently 
mentioned Count Woronzow's Ntune, in a 
Manner painful or iiyuritms to his Feelings. 
But, the Duke de Sorrentmo, of whom Lord 
Blaney expressed himself in the most severe 
Terms, was contented to receive eu Apolt^ 
firom him, only a few Wedts ago, in the 
Court (tf King's Bench, upon Lord Blaney's 
expresiuDg his Concern and Sorrow for the 
Oflfence. 

I have BtUl io notice one more gross Devi- 
ation from Fact on the part <^ the Re- 
viewers: — a Deviation which must have 
been intentional, unless they never read my 
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*' Answer" to their Calumnies, which they 
so severely criticize. They asserted in their 
JirH Review of my Work, that " not a single 
" Anecdote contuned in it, could be be- 
" lieved on iny Testimony.'* When I cited 
varions specific Facts, and called on them to 
contradict me if they dared ; what is their 
Reply?—" We only said that we thmtghi it 
" jq^f to believe nothing, merely because he 
" says it. And in this he evidently concurs : 
*' for, he in this very Place enumerates the 
"Jew truat'WOTthy Passages of his Book, 
" which are all attested hy other Witnesses, 
".and may ther^ore undoubtedly be believed, 
" notwithstanding the n^iative Power of his 
". Testimony."— But, besides the particular 
Circumstances to which I referred, I added, 
" Which of the namerout Particulars re- 
" counted of George the Third, of Lord 
" North, or of Mr. Pitt, do Uiey presume 
" to deny V — Here was a sweeping Challenge 
thrown out to the Reviewers, comprehoiding 
probably /ottTMore or more Anecdotes, scat- 
tered through the two Volumes, not attested 
hy other Witnesses, — Really, the " idle Ad- 
" Tocate" and his Assodates, must either 
hold the Understanding of their Readers in 
gr^t Contempt, or can set little Value on 
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the OpiniODs of Manluud, when tbejr thus 
wantonly sacrifice Trutb, Impartiality, and 
every Quality that can render th^n estimar 
hie as Men and as Reviewers, to the Gratifi- 
cation oi unworthy Feelings. Their Conduct 
will carry with it, its own Punishment. 

It cannot be expected that I ^ontd attempt 
to answer the vulgar Reflections which they 
make on the StUe of my Work, when in one 
Place they say, " It is no sort of Wonder 
" that with such Allurements, his Sale should 
" have rivalled that of the Jock^ Chtb, or 
" the Crimea of CabvMts :" while elsewhere 
they obsMve, alluding to the Number sold, 
" In almost any former Period, St. Giles's 
" would have polled more than <uw 7%ou* 
" stmd* They conclude with an Epigram ; 
which, though ascribed to a " young Gen- 
" tlanan of Oxford," smdls strongly of the 
North Lock. I have only one Remark to 
make upon it, namely, that as it accuses me 
of misdattjig Facts, I will venture to defy 
both Oxford and EditUmrgh, though both are 
Seats of Leamiog, to point out four £rrors 
of that Nature in my two Volnmes, which 
contain twelve Hundred Pages. Now here 
I have adbrded Subject at once of Occnpa- 
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tkm and of Triumph to the Rerriewers, if they 
meaia or dare to abide by their own Accusa- 
tion. If they are silent, let them look to it. 
Guilt and Shame find their only Re^ge in 
Silence. 

I have now answered every Charge made 
against me, without omitting, as far as I 
am able, eyen the slightest Insinuation con- 
tained in the " Edinbui^ Reriew." Those 
worthy Gentlemen, towards the Conclusion, 
say, " We hope not again to be obliged to 
" notice this Writer. But we shall think 
** Ourselves bound to watch bim." As 1 hare, 
in this Answer, ^ven tbem some Subject on 
which to exercise their wholesome Vigilance; 
after such a Promise made to the Public, 
there can be no doubt of our hearing again 
soon from them. Besides, since the eigfa- 
teoitfa of June last, that day of Humiliation, 
and Dismay to all worthy Jacobins, the 
Edinburgh Reviewers have probably more 
Leisure, and less Occupation Sot their pre- . 
cious Time. I have been assured from re- 
spectable Authority, that the Number of their 
toyal Review, in which they did me the Ho- 
nor first to notice and to criticize my " Me- 
" moirs," was considerably delayed on Ac- 
count of the Propriety and Necessity of can- 
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